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More Strawhats but Fewer Winter 


Lids; Only 12 of 140 Plays Picked: 


Precedent-setting year among the 
pasture impresarios augurs little for 
Broadway and meant almost nothing 
financially to barns’ themselves. 
Number of houses hit an all time 
high (180) as did number of actors 
employed (Equity count of 1,000) 
and number of stance. under Equity 
supervision. 

Amount of plays trieu out was an- 
other barometer-buster, but com- 
paratively, those taken or rating in- 
terest for commercial production hit 
new low ebb. Of the 140-odd tried 
from coast to coast, only 12 are set 
or have a nod. The Theatre Guild 
is plunging deepest with three. Last 
year 19 were favored out of 75 bu- 
colic productions. Similarly, ane 
scouts found little of promise. 

Business was generally off and in 
many cases downright bad. Few ex- 
pect to make any money, of course. 
However, what looked like a promis- 
ing season fiascoed. for most into 
brief runs in the red and deeper 
hues for those which stuck it out. 
Actual employment of actors, semi- 


pro and otherwise, was nearer 
2000, since Equity records only 
87 spots as compared to its 55 


of last season. Cold w>ather at first, 
then rain and finally excessive heat 
left its mark all over the ledgers 
from unusual early opening of sea- 
son in April. Looks to run late 
also, Possibly into September or Oc- 
tober in some spots. 

Unusual aun-ber of tryouts made 
Possible by fact that producers were 
chary last season and held up pro- 
duction, not wanting to splurge un- 
til seeing shows on boards of some 

ind. Evidence is that many plays 


(Continued on page 58) 


FLOOGIE” VS. TTSKET? 
AND SKY-PILOT LOSES 


Greenville, S. C., Aug. 30. 
, Happy Goodman's ‘Pines,’ local 
0adhouse, employs all -gal swing 
nd, which plays in open bandstand 














| 
| 
| 


'tain the circus after the reps had 


ithe 13th annual convention of the 


fach night to the delight of local | 


dtterbugs. But last week they had 
Pienty competish. 
roaming evangelist set up 2 


80 
und-truck near the ‘sin den’ and 


is amplifiers s . pet ae 
‘A-Tisket re oon rent the air with 


da Tasket,’ brimstone and 
8 aaa Goodman turned his 
. nd on to the hilt and the battle 


| pga evil was on. 

€ Sky-pilot held out until Good- 

m 7 

Fn had his band blare ‘Flat Foot 

nd ne then turned off his sound 
lipped awey. 


| head, 





Theme Song 
Fort Worth, Aug. 30. 

Bill McCumber, inmate and 
singing announcer of *30 
Minutes Behind the Walls,’ 
which WBAP, produces weekly 
at Texas State Prison, was told 
he sounded like Vallee. 

‘Well, if I sound like Rudy 
Vallee, I’m going to open the 
next broadcast with ‘My Time 
Is Your Time’ and dedicate it 
to the State of Texas.’ 














AFL PLEDGE T0 
KEEP CIRCUS | 
ALIVE IN U. S. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 30. 

William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, last 
week pledged his support to a com- 
mittee representing the Circus Fans 
Assn. of America, in the latter's 
drive to maintain the circus. 

J. A. Wagner, general manager of 
the Des Moines Union Railway, and 
Karl Kae Knecht, cartoonist and di- 
rector of the Evansville, Ind., 
Courier, were the CFA committee. 
'Knecht is also VARIETY mugg in 
| Evansville. The CFA’s national 
chairman, Melvin Hildreth, was un- 
able to be present, having sailed for 

Surope. 

Green expressed 





a desire to main- 


| told him of the stumbling blocks the 
role had been forced to hurdle 
ae the past year, namely, labor 

‘rouble and inclement weather, 
which had forced many circuses to 
close. Committee was a result of 
earlier in the 


CFA in Madison, Wis., 


month. 

Green suggested to the committee, 
too, that it meet with Ralph White- 
executive secretary of the 
American Federation of Actors, who 
is organizing the circus folk, except- 





ing musicians and billposters, into 
the Associated Federation of Actors, 
including also the transient worket 
who, the CFA feels, should not be 
included with performers 

Joe Weber, president of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, was 
also present at the CFA's committee 


meeting with Green. 


est 46th Street, 


r 22, 
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Picture Companies Not To/| | 
Capitulate—'Consent De- | 
cree’ Invitation From | 
Washington Given the) 
Brushoff — Trade Argues | 
That Would Be Con-| 
strued a Confession of | 


Guilt 


BANKERS BACK IT UP 





Proffers for settlement, by consent | 
decree, of the Government’s anti- 
| trust suit against major film com- 
panies and numerous individual ex- 
ecutives and directors are getting the 
icy shoulder. There is crystallizing 
within the trade a determined re- 
sistance to capitulation. Top execu- 
tives and counsel are pushing aside 
all suggestions for compromise and 
are bending every effort towards a 
finish scrap with the Department of 
Justice. 


Divorcement of theatre chains 
from  producer-distributor owner- 
ship and the Government’s avowed 
interference with the processes of 
production, by restricting free inter- 
change of film personalities between 
studios, are points of such major 
importance to the further progress of 
the industry as to preclude any pos- 
sibility of voluntary limitations, 

Film banking interests have been 
consulted as to the stand which com- 


(Continued on page 2) 





HAS NY. RADIO. 
GROGGY 


———- 


Radio stations in New York are 
knocking themselves out with Sher- 
locking on Jimmy Hines, trying to 
uncover special dirt or inside for air 
news Scoops 

Stations WOR and WMCA are 
hitting it the hottest with announc- 

1g and special events staffs follow- 
ing up every crank letter and sotto 
voce phone calls. Figure one of 
the ‘leads’ may work into a big ex- 


clusive 
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World s Jitters and Jitterbug Music 








Politico Jive 





Seattle, Aug. 30. 

Eating comes first with Vic 
Myers, musical Lieut.-Governor 
of Washington State. Maestro- 
politician is back with his 
12-piece band at the Trianon 
ballroom, 

Official salary of $1,200 is not 
enough to fill the feedbag. 


NO VAUDEVILLE 














REVIVAL’ IF 
PIX HOLD UP 


o———__--_~. 


| present-day 


Have Some Significance to Showmen 


America’s dance maestros, who are 
not given to seeing whys or where- 
fores in mass psychology so long as 
they turn out en masse, especially 
at the b. o., are being forced into a 
new trend of thought these days, 
particularly as they come back to 
Broadway from the one-night and 
hinterland tours. To begin with, the 
jitterbug thing is at the bottom of 
all this wonderment. 

There are certain locales—paradox- 
ically, the proverbial Quaker city, 
Philadelphia, is the No. 1 spot— 
where the youngsters manifest a 
frank ‘reefers’ addiction. This ~efers 
to the marijuana cigaret habit. Since 
Swingology and the 
reefer habit among the adolescents 
seem so intertwined, the veteran 
maestros, who have gone through 
several cycles of dansapation—from 
the Hickman-Whitemanesque sym- 
phonic syncopation to the ultra-ad- 
vanced 52d street git-off style of 
jambo—are beginning to hook up the 


| two with a very grave perspective. 


Rumblings of a vaudeville revival 
have been heard all summer. In 
actuality, some of these rumblings 
will materialize in certain keys this | 
season, but the same thing applies | 
n v as in recent seasons—if the film | 
product holds up, the operators will | 
be disinclined to add or to the over- | 
head, | 


The bandshow and vaudeband idea 
seems to be favored, working the 
acts on a rising pit, and thus dodging | 
union commitments for stagehands, | 
etc. These policies have come into 
existence in certain specific situa- | 
tions, depending principally on 
availability of product or the com- 
petition. 


Most vividly is it brought to the 
(Continued on page 34) 





Florodora Belles Due To 
Have Romances Staged 





Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
New play, based on the romances 


of the six original Florodora girls, 


is due to hit the Broadway stage this 
fall. 

Leyla Georgie, who has written the 
piece, leaves for New York this 
week to huddle with Jack Kirkland, 
producer. 




















‘The Hour 





Held Over for Third Week 


Paramount 
New York 


Phil Spitalny’s 
All Girl Singing Orchestra 











of Charm’ 
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United Artist 
“Algiers” 


Current 


stated nt with.. 
“There Goes My Heart” 


14th 





“Drums” 


See Pages 36-37 
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Tentative Feelers from Industry Stir Hope in Wash- 
ington—Maybe Conferences Next Month—Self- 
Regulation Proposals Favorably Regarded—Pos- 
sibility of Compromises 


GOV'T INDICATES IT’ 
DICKER, DESPITE FILMS’ BRUSHOFF 


N A MOOD TO 





B’way Newsreel 


By JACK OSTERMAN 





Benjamin deCasseres, we mean 
the good old Evening Journal Ben, 
in his March of Events column ex- 





+ plains why the eyes of Europe are 


Washington, Aug. 30. 

Cautious feelers from the film in- 
dustry have occasioned hope among 
Federal law enforcers that conversa- 
tions about a consent decree in the 
motion picture anti-trust suit will 
open shortly. 
though spokesmen admit 
there is no real foundation so far, 
expectation is that the legal expo- 
nents for the assailed major units 
will ask for conferences some time 
next month, without waiting until the 
formal answers have been made to 
the Justice Department’s long bill of 
complaint about alleged monopolis- 
tic practices. No talking so far—only 
roundabout flirting. 

Rush of business and absence of 
principals given as the reason for 
not huddling sooner. Prof. Thurman 
Arnold, assistant attorney general 
and boss of the trust-busting purge, 
has the door open, however, fol- 
lowing unofficial intimations that the 
boys at whom the Government 
finger has been pointed are anxious 
to try and work out a peaceful set- 


Even 


tlement. Tip is that the New York 
legal battery wants to attempt an 


armistice on at least some of the 


points in the D. J.’s petition. 

The conferences are not definitely 
skedded, although the Justice peo- 
ple expect to receive film visitors 
shortly. A host of continenting 
executives are due to return from 
their overseas vacations soon. 
much can happen, as Washington 


sees it, until the gang gets back to | 


the home offices and the lawyers 


can consult with the company heads. | 


How far the Government may be 
willing to retreat in order to dodge 


the expense of a long trial remains | 
Shortage of cash, | 
amount | 
which would be required for a trial | 
potent reason, | 


anybody’s guess. 
in comparison with the 


of all issues, is a 
though, why the D. J. can be ex- 
pected to offer some concessions. 
The Federalattorneys are extremely 
unlikely, it is indicated, to back 
down on the biggest points—the di- 
vorcement of 
and the banning of talent-swapping 
—but may be in a mood to accept 
reasonable propositions on other 
angles. Such as the forcing shorts, 
block booking, and clearance phases. 


Sideline watchers would not be) 


surprised if the Government quickly 


agreed to write into a consent decree | 


some of the old NRA code clauses. 
Notably, a more efficient, speedier, 
and cheaper system of arbitrating 
clearance and zoning complaints, a 
prohibition against overbuying, or a 
promise to desist from discrimina- 
tory tactics. This would be in line 
with the general Government tend- 
ency to give the film business all 
possible breaks, as was shown clearly 
when the D. J. took the equity, 
rather than criminal, course in try- 
ing to clean up what officials con- 
ider an unhealthy situation. 


No direct representations have 


been made, but the Feds see gleams 


of hope in the rumblings from New 
York. Particularly the initial Will 


Hays statement and the search for a 


voluntary trade practice formula 


provide encouragement. Attitude of Thomas, Louis Jackson, Wil! Hay, 
the industry people, from the D. J. 
viewpoint, is ‘conciliatory.’ At this 


end, the Federal people are deter- 


mined to gain their major objectives, | 
even if it means a lot of effort and 


expense, but the new open-door pol- 
icy affords the industry a chance to 
submit a proposition. First move, 
however, is up to the industry. 


SAILINGS 


Sept. 14 (Los Angeles to Sydney) 
Ernest C. Rolls, Susan Jackson, 
Dorothy Zimmer, Debby Dare, Doris 
Parker (Mariposa). 

Sept. 3 (New York 
Americo Aboaf (Rex). 

Sept. 3 (Bermuda Cruise) Beatrice 
Berke (Corinthia). 

Aug. 31 (New York to London) 
Eric Blore (Aquitania). 





Aug. 31 ‘(New York to London) 
Henri Casadesus, June Lang, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Rigaud, Kenneth 


G. Robinson (Normandie). 
Aug. 25 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Ben N. Bernstein (Matsonia) 


Not | 


studios and theatres, | 


to Genoa) 


on South America, noting that 
Venezuela has coffee and asphalt, 
Colombia, coffee; Brazil, coffee with 


Wertheimer Moved Up 
As Prod. Exec at 20-Fox 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Lew Wertheimer, assistant to Jo- 
seph M. Schenck for more than a 
year, moves up to an associate pro- Personally we have our eyes on: 
ducership in Sol M. Wurtzel’s unit} Philly .. . for its out-of-town 
at 20th-Fox. | Openings. 

Wertheimer prepared for the job | Baltimore «ow Oe 
by sitting in on story conferences | Closings. 
for months. | Washington . 
Hart plots. 
| Boston .. 
| 
| 
' 


looks like Germany, Russia and 


cup of coffee while all we would 


like is a piece of pie. 





its out-of-town 


. . for Kaufman and 








. for its beans (with pie) 


for breakfast. 
San Francisco ... for its Golden 
e| Gate that they have been trying for 


years to open for Tom Mooney. 


| 
| Hollywood ... for its suburb Los 
| Beverly Hills ... for Edgar Allen 


Woolf’s spaghetti. 


New Jersey ... for Hague and 
PR ) Hague. 
e Detroit ... for Fisher bodies, Ford 


bodies and Joe Louis’ body. 
Chicago . . . for inspiring ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 45th street, New York ... for its 
The extreme heat of the past few | resemblance to what 42nd _ street 


used to look like. 
And Toledo... for protecting guys 


| days is slowing production, especial- 
ly location troupes. Warners’ ‘They 
Made Me a Criminal’ crew at Indio | that took it on the lam, and the 
is only working a few hours daily to | birthplace of this writer who took 
hide out from the blazing sun. Tem- | it on the lam from Toledo. 

perature there is well over the 100 ae 

mark. It Happened Last Week 
Mercury climbed to 120 under can- Events march on... the Strand 
|vas at Calabasas, where Sol Lesser is | theatre brought back the flesh in a 
making ‘Peck’s Bad Boy at the Cir- | pig 
| 





way (no refiection on 
iecus.” Iron tent-stakes had to be! weight, Bernie) when the lights 


handled with heavy burlap sacks, 


because of the extreme heat. 


Rubin an M-G Producer 
tile actor 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. manager, 
J. Walter Rubin was upped to the | of the homeliest trailer in town—is 
| post of producer at Metro. First job| James Barton (doubling from legit 


flashed on and the ole maestro gave 





Broadway. Across the 
Lewis had no trouble in asking “Is 
Everybody Happy at the Casa 
Manana?” 








we have—also baseball 


is to assist Mervyn LeRoy in the pro-| to Casa). Barton says “Tobacco 
duction of ‘Stand Up and Fight.’ Road’ is now on a year to year| 
First solo assignment as a producer | notice. 
| will be ‘Yellow Grass,’ a western,; Mr. and Mrs. Jack Dempsey 


starring Wallace Beery and Dennis | 


(Hannah Williams) gave a birthday 
| O'Keefe. 


party to their two-year-old daughter, 
Barbara, at Jack's Broadway spot 
after a reception at their home. 
They entertained 15 kids and it was 
a cute affair even though we kept 
looking under the table for Gus Ed- 
wards, only to find Georgie Price. 
Hannah was a grand hostess, Demp- 
sey took the check and Barbara’s 
four-year-old sister, Joan, double- 
crossed her pop by giving him the 
hot foot. 

Bregman, Vocco & Conn had a 
grand opening of their new music 
publishing offices. Best crack of the 
party was made when we asked 
Mrs. Walter Donaldson what time 





| Matty Fox at H. O. 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

| Matty Fox is due back at Univer- 
sal next week after passing 10 days 
| at the home office conferring on pro- 
| duction matters. 

| Company vice prez also looking 
| over Broadway plays. 





ARRIVALS 


Ralph Hitz, Carl Laemmle, Sol 
Hurok, Agnes Doyle, George Jessel, 





Gerald Henri Schnitzer, Germaine| she expected Walter to show up. 
Schnitzer, Lew Gensler, Bob Gold-| She answered, ‘Post time!’ 
stein, Douglas Fairbanks, Danny 


| Winkler, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Mor- 
ris, Harry Warren, Jack Ross, June 
Baker, Margaret Case, Max Fisher, 
|John Stember, Mrs. David Sarnoff, 
|Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Faulkner, Mabel 


Thoughts While Thinking 


Wonder if Fannie Hurst was in- 
spired by Eddie Cantor when she 
wrote, ‘Four Daughters.” ... After 
seeing some of those witnesses on 
Q™ the Hines trial we'll lay 8-1 Lew 

‘ -_ Leslie has a piece of the thing... . 

Glad to see Al Siegal’s back on the 
N. Y. to L. A. street and looking so well.... Read 
L. F. Alstock. 


Henry Jaffe. 

Carl Laemmle. 

Priscilla Lane. 

Mr. and Mrs, Frank Orsatti. 
Herbert T. Silverberg, 





cynical diplomat of modern times 
dies; the name, Tallyrand . . so 
that’s where you got it, Sally! ... 
Wonder if the argument keeps up 
you'll read: ‘WPA Presents the 
Shubert Production of,’ etc. 


Other News of Interest to Films 








1) Aussie Va, U. 6, Blonopoly........c.ccccccaess Mattern Page 15 
Mex expropriation of U S. distrib held unlikely.............. Page 15 
New act reviews of Patricia Ellis, Robt. Wildhack............ Page 27 
Charles Boyer may Woodbury on air. OER rer ere Page 42 
Screen Actors Guild show goes begging................00-.. Page 42 
Bert Lytell’s ‘Lone Wolf’ on radio. Page 43 
sen Bernie set commercially ...Page 4% 
Joe E. Brown’s radio show...... ..Page 44 


eer. Page 53 
.Page 59 


Vaudeville this year...... 





Ann Harding's play.. 


Oe ee ee ee 


a dash of timber and cattle, etc. In| 
other words, to our way of thinking, | 


Italy have their eyes set on a helluva | 


your | 


the packed house an added thrill to | 
street Ted | 


We think the most versa- | 


restaurant owner and prop. | 


where a hundred years ago the most | 
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(Continued from page 1) 


pany attorneys and operating heads 
/are agreeing upon. There is una- 
nimity to the program of aggressive 
|}defence against the Government's 
‘suit. Any temporizing over the Is- 
| sues, it is believed in inner industry 
circles, will lead to an uncertain 
future, and only postpone the day of 
reckoning with increased and more 
complicated involvements. 

Word has spread through the trade 
during the past few days that there 
is likelihood of early conference with 
Asst. U. S. Attorney-General Thur- 
man Arnold, head of the trust-bust- 
ing division of ) 
| Justice, for a discussion of basic 
principles leading to a consent decree 
and settlement of the anti-trust suit 
by negotiation. Such report is 
vehemently denied, and the basis for 
'the rumor is said to be a perfunctory 
| request from the Department of Jus- 
ltice for a stipulation by the parties 
in the action that any further theatre 
‘acquisitions by the major companies 
| will be deferred pending hearing of 
ithe suit in the Federal court. 








| 





| by a consent decree; 


Pix To Battle U. S| 


conscionable’ rental but any sweep. 
ing consent decree would forbid 
them to charge such rental. meanin 
of which they are highly doubtfy] 

Understanding in the trade js that 
variaus companies would like to see 
a clarification of the anti-trust laws 
as applicable to the film business 
Will Hays, speaking for the industry 
at the outset of the suit, stated that 
the film business would welcome 
clarification of the law (anti-trust 
statutes). 

No question of this law is settled 
rather jt sets 


| up a pact whereby the defendants 


Further, such a stipulation in no | 


manner would prejudice the de- 
fendants in the major proceedings. 
Question whether the film companies 
will grant the Arnold request is un- 
| determined. 

| Col. William J. (Bill) Donovan, 
| special counsel for RKO and Irving 


the Department of | agree to 


certain things. Generally 
the history of other anti-trust actions 
shows that consent have 
resulted when the defendants felt 
that the plaintiff (the Government) 
had adequate evidence to press 
every detail of charges and. often, 
when public sentiment 
them. 


decrees 


Was against 
Must Tresh It Out 


It now looks as though the defend- 
ant companies are satisfied they 
must go into court with a plan or 
proposal that will completely satisfy 
the Federal Government. New Gov- 
ernment philosophy, as viewed in 


| the business, is that of being opposed 


to anything looking like it is mo- 
nopolistic, and advocating decentral- 


| ization into smaller units. 


| 


Latter phase might insist on split- 





survey shows that consent 


period from 1918 to 1928. 


the Government. 


defendants in the industry suit. 


corporations and 50 individuals. 


subsequently was unsuccessful. 





In Re: Consent Decrees 


Although a consent decree does not loom as a possibility in the 
Government's anti-trust suit against major companies and affiliates, 
decrees 
important in enforcing anti-trust laws in recent years in the U. S. 
Though only 23 consent or uncontested decrees were entered prior to 
the end of 1917, there were 57 such decrees entered in the 10-year 


In many such cases, defendant parties involved partly agreed to 
consent decrees because they did not want to appear antagonistic to 
Same idea, doubtlessly, will be incorporated in the 
defense by picture companies although counter-proposals to be in- 
cluded in a plan covering all points probably will be offered by the 


Consent decree was entered in 1920 in the U. S. action against the 
nation’s five leading packing companies, joining them with 80 other 
This action sought to put an ehd to 
the monopoly described, and to deprive defendants of instrumentali- 
ties by which they were perfecting their attempts to monopolize. In 
this suit, the Federal Government sought a comprehensive injunction 
and also the diverture of instrumentalities described. 

Effort to have the decree voided by one of the defendant companies 


have become increasingly 








under 
Hoover, is 


attorney-general 
Herbert 


litigation and methods of Govern- 
ment procedure. 


Dispatch emanating from Washing- 
ton apparently was predicted on the 
purported letter sent out by U. S. 
Assistant Attorney-General Arnold 
suggesting to defendants that some 
arrangement be made whereby the 
situation, as to theatres, be kept 
istatus quo by Loew’s, RKO, Para- 
| mount, Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox. 
| This seemingly was designed to halt 
|any expansion of circuits. 

Not learned whether any similar 
| steps would be taken to halt ex- 
|pansion of independents. Major 
companies several weeks ago indi- 
cated they had no intention of add- 
ing to theatre holdings. In contrast, 
independents are credited with 
seizing on the Federal suit as excuse 
or cloak under which they might 
build more theatres. 


Reason given by defendant spokes- 
men for not agreeing to consent 
decree at this time is the belief that 
they would be forced to admit guilt 
|on all counts contained in the Gov- 
|}ernment’s complaint, and throw 
_themselves on the mercy of the 
;court. It was indicated that just now 
| there was no way of telling what, 
| specifically, any consent decree 
|; would cover out of the Govern- 
|ment’s sweeping brief. 
| Black Booking Angles 
| One of the points a sweeping con- 
sent decree would include is the 
matter of selling pictures. 
legalists believe any such decree 
| would force defendants to halt block 
| booking although there would be no 
such stipulation against independent 
|distribution companies including 
state-righters. Most distributors in- 
sist that the abandonment of fair 
block booking is economically un- 
sound at the present time. 

Consent decree also would bring 
| defendants under the article in the 
suit covering ‘unconscionable film 
| rentals.’ 
not know 








Distributors admit they do 
makes up an 


what ‘un- 


Some | 





| 


| Trust Co., would head the defense. | ting up of theatre subsidiary com- 
Donovan, former candidate for Gov-| panies or, at 
ernor of New York and assistant | away from parent producing-dis- 
President | tributing companies. In 
admittedly | the Government might permit pro- 
thoroughly conversant with anti-trust | duction-distribution companies three 


least, cutting them 


such case, 


| years in which to dispose of hold- 


ings. This procedure has been per- 
mitted in other anti-trust actions. 


It now seems certain that many 
phases of the Government suit will 
be contested. These include present 
methods of clearance, booking of 
product, and retention of usual com- 
petitive methods which are preva- 
lent in other trades. Defendants are 
expected to show that majors com- 
pete for product the same as inde- 
pendents. 

Question of theatre divorcement 
doubtlessly will hinge on what }s 
done by the U. S. Supreme Court on 
the North Dakota law which is going 
to the highest tribunal on appeal. 
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Americo Aboaf. 
Earle C. Anthony. 
Leo Arnaud. 

S. N. Behrman, 
James Benton. 
Jules E. Brulatour. 
Ward Byron. 
Johnnie Davis. 
Frances Dee. 

Leif Erikson. 
Frances Farmer, 
Leo Fischer. 

Ezra Goodman, 
Alan Hale. 

Hope Hampton. 
Walter Huston. 
Mme. Lotte Lehman 
Fred Lightner. 
Pare Lorentz. 
Joel McCrea. 
George McManus. 
Herbert Moulton. 
J. Carroll Naish, 
Harold Ober. 
Arthur E. Orloff. 
Louise Platt. 
Esther Ralston. 
George Stoll. 
Don Terry. 
George West. 
Jake Wilk 
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UL S. Opposes 


Theatre Expansion 





fire. 


petition was filed. 


agrees to help out. 


promulgated. 


major significance. 


were docketed. 


Maintenance of the status quo in the theatre ownership field has 
been suggested pointedly to the five major film companies named in 
the Government’s anti-trust suit. With hints that steps will be taken 
to apply heat if the executives do not cooperate. 

While waiting for the assailed units to assemble for negotiations 
about a consent decree, the Justice Department this week was re- 
vealed authoritatively to be seeking promises that Loew’s, Warners, 
Paramount, RKO and 20th-Fox will not acquire more houses over an 
indefinite period while the plea for permanent injunction is hanging 
No direct response to the feeler, which went out from Prof 
Thurman Arnold, assistant U. S. attorney-general, a week after the 


Under a desire to duck the cost and effort of a prolonged trial, the 
Justice Department is giving the majors a chance to play ball and 
simplify the proceeding, but at the same time it was evident to watch- 
ers that the Government men will get tough unless the industry 
Consequently, the month-old proposition about 
theatre ownership may become a cause celebre in its own right. 

Thought was that negotiations will be simplified and economic 
injury averted if the five concerns will sign a stipulation not to ex- 
pand their realty holdings until the trial is over or a consent decree 
Since the Government 
yorcement between production and exhibition, this point assumes 
How strongly the D. J. feels was intimated un- 
officially by persons with close connections who remarked this week 
they would not be surprised if the Government requests a preliminary 
and temporary injunction covering this phase of the case in the 
event a voluntary agreement cannot be reached. 

The department’s desire was made known to Gabriel L. Hess, Hays 
organization counsel, at the end of July, shortly after the papers 


Washington, Aug. 30. 


is dead set upon forcing di- 


re 


VARIETY 





——__.______. 


TRADE BLASTS 





Independents Reported Tak- 
ing Advantage of U. S. 
Suit and Rushing Into 
New Theatre Construction 
—Then Find Film Product 


Unavailable 
RESULT: MORE SUITS 


Reported efforts of independent ex- 
hibitors, encouraged by the govern- 
ment’s anti-trust suit, to expand via 
new theatre building and enlarge- 
ment of present circuits, is develop- 
the 


Haphazard expansion, with- 


ing a peculiar situation in 
dustry. 


out regard to possibilities on product, 














ourt Approves Sale of GN Assets 
0 Educ]; Cantious Creditor Score 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 


Sale of assets of Grand National | 
Films, Inc., and its subsidiary, Grand | 
National Studios, Inc., to Educational | 
Pictures, Inc., was approved here | 
Saturday (27) by Federal Judge Wil- 
lam P. James. Only one dissenting 
voice to plan was raised, 
Jules Goldstone, creditor 
amount of $17,500, who contested 
court's okay on ground proposed 
merger of GN and Educational 
sets into a new corporation was un- 
feasible and offered no guarantee 
that creditors would get best settle- 
ment possible of their claims. 


Goldstone asserted that approxi- 
mate $275,000 working capital of 
New Grand National Films, Inc., was 
insufficient to carry the concern in 
face of heavy obligations. He also 
pointed out that it was reasonable to 
assume high salaries for top execu- 
tives would be general, in face of the 
$1,000 weekly salary to be paid Ed- 
ward L. Alperson as vice-president 
of the board of directors and general 
manager of distribution. Goldstone 
Contented that with the under- 
capitalization and high obligations, 


in the 


as- 


} 


that of | 


LIONEL KEENE 


New GN would be in no better posi- | 


tion to assume payment to creditors 
than the existing corporation. 

Judge James sharply reprimanded 
Goldstone, taking attitude that any 
further delay to settlement of GN’s 
financial affairs would likely result 
in the court ordering liquidation, on 
grounds that present creditors must 


be protected and any continuance of | 


GN in 77b would only add more 
Creditors to the detriment of those 
now having claims. 


He also gave} 


+ 
| 


Warning that he was going to okay | 


the matter, later officially signatur- | : 
/ reports that house may pass over to 


ing order, but allowed Goldstone to 
finish out his arguments. 
Sketch Financial Condition 

Only two witnesses were called to 
the stand, Loyd Wright, co-trustee of 
GN With Edward L. Alperson, and 

illiam J. Neary, assistant-treasurer 
of Company. Neary outlined finan- 
Cial condition of GN, both before it 


Went into reorganization under 77b 
and after the trustees were ap- 
Pointed to handle its affairs. In ex- 


Plaining profits and loss from opera- 


tions from March 30, 1936, to April | 


3, 1937, Neary stated company 
dropped $636,201 during that period, 
and between April of 1937 and 
ebruary, 1938, when trustees took 
Over, loss of $787,667 was sustained. 
tom February to August this yea" 
—_ under trustees’ operation was 
Shly $57,466, according to Neary. 
smallness of this figure is explained 
Y heavy curtailment of operation, 
€Xpenses in exchanges, home office 
and stu lio, manpower being trimmed 


{Continued on page 38) 





Hays Wests ‘Til Sept. 9 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 





' doubtlessly found their way into the | 


Will Hays is sticking around until | 


Sept. 9 before hiking east to remain 
until his next Coast trip in Decem- 
ber. 

He returned yesterday (Monday) 
from Hearst’s Wyntoon ranch, where 
he passed 10 days with A. D, Lasker. 


TO BUILD HIS 
OWN CHAIN 


Memphis, Aug. 30. 

Lionel Keene, for many years 
Loew’s district manager, resigned to 
organize his own circuit in the 
south. Has taken over Georgia thea- 
tre, Atlanta, a house in Macon and 
is now dickering for the Orpheum, 
Memphis and one in Louisville. 

Ed Finney, formerly Loew’s di- 
vision manager in Columbus, Ohio, 
has taken over the southern district. 
Mike Cullen has succeeded Finney 
in Columbus. 

Booking for Memphis 
Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Chalmers Cullin, operating the 
Orpheum, Memphis, is in town lin- 
ing up talent for fall season, Cullin 
Lionel Keene circuit. If so, Cullins 
will devote time to his new 700- 
seat house for colored auds now 
under construction in Memphis. He 


has been one of big problems the} 


trade has had to contend with in 
recent years, and it is this expansion 
which has brought 


trust suits 


numerous anti- 


by exhibs for 


grievances. 
of 


subject-matter the government’s 


civil action. 


ARD THEATRE 


125 Big and Small 


NDIES’ SUITS 


in- | 


Some of these squawks 


Numerous cases continue, from ag- 


grieved independent exhibitors, over | 


to get the 


they desire. 


inability strong product 
Many squawks are from 
the indies who recently entered the 
field as theatre operators. 

fact that 
not 


Problem stems from the 


many of these new houses are 


| built by exhibitors but by local capi- 


talists or realtors, who lease them to 
anybody who thinks he knows how 
to operate a theatre. It is this setup 


which is back of many complaints 
over clearance and inability to get 
suitable product. It is the evil, aver 


industry veterans, which produces 


| litigation in the trade and sometimes 


| suitable 
| strong 


reaches ears in Washington that 
injustice is being done to the inde- 
pendent. 
Finds Out Too Late 

There have been instances of prop- 
erty owners deciding to build a thea- 
tre as the easy way to make a go of 
im 
has $100,000 to $200,000 tied up in the 
deal before he discovers he can’t get 
product. Then, when the 


pictures he sought are not 


| forthcoming, he seeks a law firm and 


| tries to learn why he can’t. 


also has another colored theatre | 
about ready for construction. 

While in Chi, he has lined up 
Mills Bros., Horace Heidt’s orches- 
tra, Duke Ellington among others 
for the Orpheum. 


Sleuths’ Return 
Squint at Fox-W.C. 


U. 5. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 30 

Federal probers, seeking possible 
anti-trust law violations in the pic- 
ture business, moved ick into the 
Fox-West Coast office vesterda 
(Mon.) for another squint at the 
booking records, 

Investigators, headed by Jame 
Findley, finished their crutiny of 
Warners exchange last week, 


The law 
firm decides its client is being abused 
and shortly the distributors face a 


an | 


He sets an architect to work and | 


damage suit, generally an anti-trust 


litagation, for triple damages. 
Recent instance occurred in a city 
on the Atlantic seaboard in a situa- 
tion already boasting four neighbor- 
hood houses. Promoter and construc- 
tion man, who had been successful in 
putting up filling sations and then 
leasing them to oil companies, de- 
cided to blossom out in the theatre 
biz. Even before the building was 
well under way friends suggested it 
might be feasible to line up product. 
Instead, he finished the building, and 
then learned from distributors he 
could get all the pictures he required 
but he would receive them fifth run. 


Now, indications are that he will 
either hire an attorney or go to the 
Department of Justice for relief. 
Pioneers in the theatre business 
contend that the experience in N. Y. 
|and other large cities has shown that 
newcomers, no matter how preten- 
tious the house, must take their place 
in line on the matter of product, all 
being based on grading of already 
available houses. As one vet exhib- 
itor remarked: ‘Anybody can build a 
il itre, Dut t’s darned tou mh to! 1k 
ne pa = su gotta | € VO y 
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Indies to Have 


Their Anti-B&K Suit Ready by Tues. 





Selznick-UA Look All 
Set But Not Seated 


David O 


ney 


Selznick 


in no hurry 


and 
to 


releasing 


Jock Whit- 
are negotiate a 
new all-program arrange- 

From by the 
Selznick-Whitney side they will most 
likely consider hooking up with 
United Artists, following the expira- 
tion of the present arrangement be- 
tween the firms. 

That Metro deal with Selznick on 
|‘Gone With the Wind’ is solely on 
that picture, and the fact that Metro 
not only partners in the cost of the 
| production, but, additionally, lends 
such a name as Clark Gable to Selz- 
nick for the picture, had much to do 


ment, expressions 


with the making of the Metro-Selz- | 


nick deal. 


LEVINE’S 8-10 
M-G FILMS AT 
200G EACH 


alleged | 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Nat Levine is back at Metro at the 


head of his own production unit. | 


He'll make 8-10 pictures, each costing 
areund $200,000, for current 
season. 


the 


For the time being Levine main- 


tains quarters at Selznick-Interna- 
tional to prepare the initial group 
pictures he’ll make. He will have 


own production and writer battery. 
It’s likely his agreement with M-G 
will permit him to make pictures on 
the Selznick lot, to enable him to 
whittle down overhead and get both 
quality and quantity into films. 
Levine voluntarily left Metro six 
months ago after readying 
stories for production and last week 


was induced by Al Lichtman to re-| 


turn to the fold. 


Joe Schenck Returns 
Sept. 12; Trade Awaits 
His Opinion on Suit 





Joe Schenck is due back from his 
European holiday Sept. 12 and heads 
to the Coast with Joe Moskowitz, his 
New York rep in the 20th-Fox home 
office, shortly thereafter. 

Schenck’s opinion on any ‘consent 
decree’ talk anent the Government’s 
suit is being awaited by the picture 
industry. He was the one who first 
huddled with President Roosevelt: a 
session thereafter with F. D. R. in- 
cluding the heads of the eight major 
picture companies. 


Raft Cools His Heels 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
George Raft, wh) recently walked 
ou on ‘St Lou Llu repo t 
é Pa amount tudio na Va 
ylaced under Ispension = for 
are 
By that time the lio f t 
ivé@a table is) 


Hol od, Aug. 30. 
Sv WwW tzei i Y hed to ne 
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Chicago, Aug. 30 
Final editing of rewriting of the 
bill of complaints on the part of the 


Allied exhibitors in Chicago against 
the present releasing and 
system locally now 
the bill is scheduled to be offi- 
filed in the Federal courts 
here on next Tuesday (6). 


clearance 
under way, 
and 
cially 


Plaintiffs number around 125 
ning from tne smallest indie 
member of Allied to such a 
circult as Essaness, which 
29 theatres in the 
neighborhoods. It will 
Suit, with the 125 exhibs 
as plaintiffs Named as 
in the bill are & 
Katz the eight major dis- 
several associated com- 
individual heads of 
the defendant organizations. 


, run- 
exhib 
large 
operates 
loop and 
be big 
all named 
defendants 


both 


one 


pending Balaban 
circuit 
tributors, 


panies and many 


Restraint, Ete. 


| 


| Suit will be based on the standard 
charges of restraint of trade and re- 
sultant monopoly due to the alleged 
control of pictures by the circuit. 
| Suit will particularly seek the read- 
justment of the clearance system in 
the nabes in an endeavor to get pic- 
tures into the smaller indie theatres 
in quicker time than at present. 
Indie exhibs are squawking that B. 
& K. has the clearance system ar- 
ranged in such a manner that the 
| pictures are milked of most of their 
| box office power by the time they 
reach the first week of general re- 
lease houses at 25c, which include 
most of the indie theatres. 


Indies also want double features 
eliminated, but admit that they have 
rn: legal yelp agains: the twin bills. 
However, they insist that double fea- 
tures, when coupled with the present 
releasing setup, work to the disad- 
vantage of the small theatres in the 
subsequent release spots. 

Indies and B. & K. held a short 
meeting on the doubles situation, but 
came to no B. & K. of- 
fered to eliminate doubles in all 
houses with the exception of the A- 
| week of pre-release if all the other 
theatres quit twin bilis also. But the 
indie exhibs refused these conditions 
on the basis that such an arrange- 
ment would give B. «: K, the monop- 
| oly on double bills. 


| 
| 


Trade Mark 


conclusion. 
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PRESS WANTS TO KNOW WHY PIX DIDN'T 


START ITS GOOD WILL BALLY SOONER 





| 
Nation’s Papers Call It Lion-and-Lamb Act—Wonder 
About ‘Washing Dirty Linen in Public’—Ex- 





as excited as the first-run because of | 
the fact that the contest has been SO | 
arranged that only pictures having a 


| national release date prior to Oct. 31 
i I } i , . ' eligi i thi gee’ 
ploitation Expert Reviews Campaign’s Aspects are cligible in this 


This 


| gives the subsequent-run exhibitor 





1devised to carry over these two 


By Monroe Greenthal |erucial months. 


a aamaiaad | Only good pictures and big screen 
be the backbone 


' two full months in which to have| 
| the picture-going public catch films 


in his theatre that they may have | 
missed in the bigger first-run down- 


town houses. Furthermore, it gives | 


After a quick visit through the | entertainment can . him an added break: by starting the | 
editorial offices of several of the | upon which the exhibitor may hang contest on Sept. 1, and by making 
country’s leading newspapers, the his hat. ' «| pictures eligible that were released | 
most unusual factor that hits the in- Oldtime showmanship, circus 


ballyhoo, etc., finds its proper place 
through the medium of street pa- 
rades; opening of the ‘Greater Movie 
Season’ by the mayor of the locality; 
enlistment of the aid of 


quiring showman is the amazement 
expressed by the motion picture 
critics at the harmony now prevalent 
in the film industry. Small newspa- 
pers and large ones alike are com- 
menting on the fact that exhibitors 
and distributors have joined hands 
in a common cause, and you had the The exhibitor has an important 
lion and the lamb lying down to-/task during these crucial months to 
gether to make this ‘motion pictures’| be sure ‘Motion Pictures’ Greatest 
greatest year.’ Year’ is emphasized in connection 

As one press spokesman said, / with every phase of the operation of 
*‘That’s what you boys should have |his theatre. He should handle it in 
been doing for years instead ofa proud and powerful fashion, rather 
‘washing your dirty linen in pub-/|than in an apologetic way. Where 
lic.’ he uses the slogan of the drive in 

As a result of this feeling on the | connection with direct mail, or on a 
part of the men and women who | lobby piece, or as a portion of the) 
control the columns of America’s | illustration of a newspaper ad, he | 


and the 
other industries 
It’s No Banko 


ler. The 


I 


between Aug. 1 and Sept. 1, the sub- | 
sequent-run house also gets the bene- | 
fit of any releases that may have 
completed their first run during the 
month of August 

Motion pictures are a great level- 
man who is out of work, 
1e who has a quarter, can see the | 


same picture as a millionaire who 
could afford to pay $1.65 for a pic- 


t 


€ 


a subsequent run theatre as some- 


ure. He can see the same picture in 


one else can see in Radio City Music | 


Hall, for 


example He can get a/| 


mental release from hés worries and | 
his troubles when he enters the mo- | 


tion 
hours of restful enjoyment. 


picture theatre for several 


The industry’s institutional rye 


newspapers, the motion picture in- | Should not just stick it in a corner | paper ads stress this very point that 


dustry is bound to receive more fa- | but display it boldly and let the 


| 
vorable publicity between Sept. 


— 


the last five years combined. 

Several newspapers that publish a | entertainment to his public and of 
one-page amusement section have | the fact that his is a Movie Quiz| 
agreed to enlarge this section three | theatre. | 
days a week to two pages devoted 


If you present the Movie Quiz con- | 
to motion picture news and advertis- |test to your public as something im- 
ing. | portant, something to be heralded, 

Even though the first of the in-| your audiences will react according- 
dustry’s pressbooks have barely|ly. But if you present the Movie | 
reached our major key cities, al-| Quiz contest as a sort of glorified | 
ready independent newspapers have | bank night and mention it as you 
been bombarding us with requests| Would a raffle, then you are pre-| 


| population of his town know that he | tertainment.’ 


and Dec. 31 than it has enjoyed in| is proud to be a motion picture ex- | sensible, 
|hibitor, proud he can present good | that is sincere and convincing. 


| hibitors who have been caught up 


|co-operation all over the country 


| office 


| around so evenly that this campaign 


Motion Pictures Are Your Best En- 
These ads do it in a 
straightforward manner 


Circuit heads and independent ex- 


in this whirlpool of enthusiasm have 
stated over and over again that this 
first industry campaign is a ‘test 
child.’ They feel that with exhibitor 


motion picture attendance will be in- 
creased by many millions; that box 
prosperity will be spread 


for full page mats; for specially 
written feature stories; for unusual 
art on the 94 ‘Movie Quiz’ pictures, 
etc., feeling that the Movie Quiz con- 
test itself has a reader interest which 
they cannot afford to ignore. 

Contests in America are not new. 
For purposes of record, jingle ad- 
vertising was started in the United 
States in 1876 by Sapolio Soap. In 
1892 Procter & Gamble (Ivory Soap) 
sponsored a rhyme contest. In Oc- 
tober, 1930, the first contest was 
heard over the air and given radio 
approval. But it is the consensus 
of opinion that here is one contest 
that is easy to enter and that has 
the greatest appeal to the mob. 
There’s no difficult crossword puzzle 
to solve, the questions and answers 
are simple and involve merely the 
showing of the pictures. 

Already in its first week the com- 
mittee has received orders for more 
than 13,000,000 booklets; already free 
editorials have started to appear in 
publications all over the country 
with the uniformity of praise that 
has given the motion picture indus- 


try more solidarity than it ever pos- 


sessed. 

Several newspapers. started a 
search for the supposed millions in 
America who have never seen a mo- 
tion picture. They could not find 
them because they discovered that 
instead of there being millions who 
have never been to a motion picture 
theatre, the true and correct answer 
would probably be a handful of ec- 
centrics in far-distant corners of this 
country. Even to discover this hand- 
ful of non film-goers has proven a 
Gargantuan task which, so far, has 
ended in fsilure wherever this stunt 
was attempted. 

With today’s date (Aug. 31) adver- 
tisements will start appearing in the 
first of the 2,000 papers that will 
carry copy all over the country. 

The Contest 

The exhibitor is not afraid of the 
start of the contest. He knows this 
vast amount of advertising is bound 
to awaken a great amount of inter- 
est and get the contest away to a 
flying start. He is not afraid of the 
finish of the contest, knowing that 
in December, when he advertises in 
the paper that the contest is about 
to close, there is bound to be a last- 
minute rush. What the exhibitor 
seems to be worried about is how 
he can continue to keep public in- 
terest hot during the months of Oc- 
tober and November—the center 
portion of the contest. 

In other words, you 


the public so when the first flush of 
excitement wears off, new _ stunts, 
mew publicity, new ideas have to be 


senting ‘Motion Pictures’ Greatest | ‘ destion’ ¢ 
’ ie : ‘ is desti or sure success, sO mu 

Year’ to the public in the wrong |‘ . ove ce 

fashion. so that they advocate a campaign 


of this type be a regular annual fea- 
ture for years to come. 





Any showman who realizes he 
must stay in business 52 weeks a| v 
year should know in handling the No Letdown 
Mevie Quiz Contest he is utilizing When commercial products enter 
raw material that he can weld into| into a contest there is always the 
a powerful medium with ticket-seil-| danger that after the contest is over 
ing possibilities. It is his duty to/ there might be a letdown. That is 


| plan his campaign carefully, step by | possibly true with commercial prod- } 
| step, so that from the time his first/ ucts because the contest is only for 
| trailer announcement breaks on his' one particular product; this product 


screen to the very last day of the; having many commercial competi- 
contest, Dec. 31, he will be creating | tors in lower or higher price range, 
good-will for his theatre, good-wili| of better or poorer quality. 
that he can cash in on for many| A motion picture contest has one 
months to come. big advantage: every film company 
A General Hype to All Biz ;in the business is participating. It 
There has long been an accepted | iS not one competitor trying to out- 
axiom that ‘trade follows the movies.’ | distance his rivals. it is a combined 
In many department stores there | industry that is bettering itself, in- 
have been thousands of dollars of creasing the number of habitual 
merchandise moved from their| weekly and daily filmgoers; an in- 
shelves due to the fact that some |dustry that is putting itself in a more 
film star appearing on the screen favorable light, for through the me- 
wore a costume which the store re-| dium of its own screens, it can weld 
produced and was able to sell easier | public opinion more easily. 





must keep | 
heating and re-heating the pulse of | 


than a staple article. | If predictions of success from 
Cooperative pages are being lined | @very walk and corner of life, from 
city after city by enterprising | ©Xhibitors, newspapermen, distribu- 
press agents and theatre managers | tors, radio commentators and every- 
who know that when good pictures| °ne who has been informed of the 
are playing downtown women shop- | industry’s campaign mean anything, 
pers are attracted to theatres. These | ‘Motion Picture’s Greatest Year,’ in- 
| Same women shoppers are customers | Stead of being a prediction, will be- 
| of the theatres and the beehive of ; come a fact. 





: The First Blow 





Hollywood, Aug. 30 

First scene for ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ was shot last Friday 
(26) in a local hospital. 

It shows the actual birth of a 
baby, and will be used in the 
sequence in which Scarlett 
O'Hara's child is born. 

















| activity in many cases emanates from 

ow . . | 
or circulates around the activity at | 
|the motion picture houses. 





that reaches 80,000,000 people weekly 
in the United States and Canada 
alone—is the exhibitor’s motion pic- 
ture screen. For years he has guard- 
ed his screen jealously. Now he can 
put his screen to work for him sell- 
ing admissions to his own theatre. 


Some 18,000 theatres throughout 





| Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 


the United States will probably be| _ llywood, through its aid to the 
| actively participating in ‘Motion | 4®ti-Nazi was accused of 
| Pictures’ Greatest Year.’ | aiding Communism in the United 
Six trailers and several short sub-| States in a resolution passed by the 
jects are in most cases completed or | Patriotic Order, Sons of America at 
in final stages of production and will| its 73d annual convention in Read- 
be available during the entire period | ing, Pa., last Thursday. Another res- 
of the campaign. In several theatres} olution demanded that ‘actors and 
where some of the trailers have al-| motion picture workers set a finer 
ready been put to work on the/| example in their private lives.’ 
screen, the ushers, the management, Threat of a boycott against certain 
everybody connected with the thea-| stars and writers was contained in 
tre have been bombarded with re-| the resolution denouncing the Anti- 
quests as to how they can enter the} Nazi League, which was said to be 
contest, as to when the booklets} sponsored by Eddie Cantor and Paul 
would be available, and some were | Muni, who ’by doing so are raising 
even bold enough to inquire, ‘If you) funds to assist a Communist program 
are not playing some of the Movie| in America and aid red agitators to 
Quiz pictures, where can I see them, | run rampant through the country.’ 
at what theatre’? Other sponsors of the organization 
The subsequent-run theatre is just} named in the resolution are: Her- 


"4eague, 











U AFTER BING 


Holywood, Aug. 30. 

Universal is dickering with Bing 
Crosby for one picture on the 1938- 
39 program. Deal calls for the 
crooner to help finance the film and 
share in its profits 

Proposed hookup is in line with 
Universa!’s quest of big names. 
Among the stars tied up for one or 


more commitments are Constance 
Bennett, Edgar Bergen, Jackie 
| Cooper, Adolphe Menjou, George 


Murphy and Irene Dunne. 

Recent swap with Metro gave U 
the services of Robert Montgomery, 
James Stewart and Robert Young for 
one picture. Margaret Sullavan 


| owes the studio one picture under 


the settlement of her old contract. 





‘Laemmle and U Must 


Be Examined Before 
Trial in $650,000 Suit 


Carl Laemmle, former head of Uni- 
versal Pictures Corp., and its officers 
and directors must submit to ex- 
amination before trial in the $650,000 
breach of contract suit brought 
against Universal, et al., by John D. 
Tippett, Inc., dealers in raw film 
stock. Supreme Court Justice Ken- 
neth O’Brien so ruled last week. At- 
torneys for Universal have been bat- 
tling to avoid an examination since 
May when Justice Samuel I, Rosen- 
man issued a similar order, from 
which an appeal had been taken. Be- 
sides the appearance of the officials, 
the court order directs the corpora- 
tion to produce its books and records 





| relating to the Tippett contract. 
that Universal, 
through a conspiracy hatched by | 


The suit claims 
Laemmle and officials of Conscli- 
dated Film Laboratories, had in- 
duced Universal to breach a five- 
year contract entered into with the 
Tibbett firm in sune, 1932, under 


which Universal agreed to purchase | 


one half of raw film stock from Tip- 
pett. This business was late: turned 
over to Consolidated. Justice O’Brien 
has not set a date when the prelim 
examination is to take place or 
decided whether it will be done 
through a commission on the Coast 
or in New York. 





Carl Laemmle arrived Monday on 
the Normandie from a European 


vacation. He heads to the Coast 
pronto. 
When he sailed, the veteran film 


man said he would scout plays and 
players. Nothing special came of it, 
although he’ll crystallize his findings 
when returning to Hollywood. 


rrcatesonverine nctom « Patriotic Group Pans Hollywood 
‘Communism’ and Easy Divorces 


bert Biberman, Florence Eldridge, 
Oscar Hammerstein, Rupert Hughes, 
Sylvia Sidney, Gloria Stuart, Lewis 


Milestone, Dorothy Parker, Ernst 
Lubitsch, “Dudley Nichols, Viola 
| Brothers Shore, Frank Tuttle, Wal- 
ter Wanger, Franchot Tone, Joan 
Crawford, Luise Rainer and Gale 
Sondergaard. 

Other resolution declared, ‘Mar- 


riage is a sacred trust, except in Hol- 


lywood and among people of the | 
screen. The constant publicity of 
divorce after divorce among the 


people of the motion picture indus- 
try has become a national disgrace 
and unless checked will tend 1. de- 
moralize the rising generations and 
cause a lack of respect for the sacred 
sacrament of matrimony.’ 

Convention closed with a resolu- 
tion asking a national investigation 
of un-American activities. 


FRENCH SIGN 
PONS, MOORE 


Paris, Aug. 20 

Lily Pons, who has never made a 
film in France, has tentatively prom. 
ised to make ‘Manon Lescaut’ for 
E. J. Aufricht early next year. Set. 
up calls for Jose Luccioni, of the 
Opera, to play the part of Grieux 
while Marcel Achard is scheduled 
to adapt. 

Concurrently with this. Grace 
Moore is scheduled to make the film 
adaptation of Gustave Charper tier's 
|‘Louise,” with Georges Thil] and 
| Andre Pernet in the other top roles. 

Roland Dorgeles is adapting and 
Abel Gance is directing. 

Giovanni Manurita, of the Milan 
Scala, will play in ‘Facade’ opposite 
Dito Parlo in November. Director 
is not yet set, but, Jean Max, Al- 
cover, Pierre Juvenet and Maurice 
Remy have already been signed for 
the cast. 








The Authors’ League 
Will Take a Bow On 
Goldwyn’s ‘Cowhoy’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

A pretty penny was laid out by 
Samuel Goldwyn for scenarists on 
his ‘Lady and Cowboy.’ Those who 
worked on script reads like Hollvy- 
wood’s who’s who, and includes S. N, 
Behrman, Anita Loos, John Emerson, 
Sonya Levien, Dorothy Parker, Alan 
Campbell, Lillian Hellman and How. 
ard Estabrook. 

Each has had a whack at the treat- 
ment over the past year. Robert 
Riskin, production aide to Goldwyn, 
is now doing a mopup on the screen- 
play, with picture in its third month 
of production and over the $1,000,000 
budget. 

Leo McCarey and Frank R. Adams 
are also on the yarn’s credits as au- 
thoring the original. 


PAR MUSICAL SHORTS 
TO HAVE OWN SCORES 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 








Musical  briefies with original 
scores, something new in pictures, 


are slated for early fall production 
}under a plan arranged by Lou Dia- 
mond, chief of Paramount's short 
production department. 

First of the melodious shorties is 
\‘The Birth of Song,’ introducing four 
| new ditties by Par’s top cleffers. One 
is by Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger, 
the others by Frederick Hollander 
and Ralph Freed, Hoagy Carmichael 
and Frank Loesser, and Burton Lane 
and Ralph Freed. 





Berlin Appeais Tax Bite 
Huddies Zanuck West 


Washington, Aug. 30 
Review of the wrangle between 
| Irving Berlin and International Rev- 
enue Bureau was sought from the 
Board of Tax Appeals last week. 
Berlin wants the umpires to weigh 
the Treasury’s assessment for $11.- 
092, which he allegedly owes on his 
1935 earnings. 








Hollywood, Aug. 30 

Irving Berlin’s original ‘Bowery 
Nightingale,’ bought by 20th-Fox, 
has been assigned to Gene Markey 
to produce. 

Berlin flew in Monday from New 
York for huddles with Darryl Zan- 
uck. He doesn’t want to tackle this 
until next spring. 





But Mustn’t Mention Him 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Howard Hughes has changed his 
'mind about withdrawing from dis 
| tribution the six feature films, ‘Hell's 
| Angels,’ ‘Scarface,’ ‘Sky Devils, ‘Age 
| for Love,’ ‘Cock of the Air’ and Front 
| Page.’ 
Pictures will be distributed with 
| the understanding that Hughes’ name 
| is not to be used in advertising. 








| Titles are being altered to read ‘At- 
lantic Pictures presents instead 0 
‘Howard Hughes presents.’ 

Rupert Hughes treats with the 
Cosmopolite of the Month 1” the 
October Cosmo, said individual being 
his 33-year-old nephew, Howar 
Hughes. 
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. ver devised to aid films at 
. proper spot—the boxoffice. 


- legislators. 


_ Denver 
_ there will be numerous laws affect- 
_ ing the theatre, and. that most of 
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' Exhibs Protest Par’s Radio Ducats 





company for a series 
over the NBC network. 


summed it up, 
listen to the Fitch program, 
else. At least we get 


they 


Strong protest was lodged by the Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California against Paramount’s radio tieup with the Fitch 
of Sunday evening broadcasts, 


Indies contend that the hookup, with a weekly 
free admissions to theatres where Par pictures are being shown, will 
tend to keep prospec ctive theatre patrons at home 


Contention is that many thousands of potential theatregoers will 
stay away from the film houses on Sunday nights in the h ype of 
winning one of the 1,000 passes 

Philly Exhibs Indifferent 
Philadelphia, Aug. 30 
Exhibs here took no cognizance, official or otherwise, of the Para- 


mount tieup with the Fitch Co. on a radio series in which 1.000 free 
admissions will be passed out weekly. 
tract from their film rental a full admish for each person admitted, 
exhibs didn’t see that they had a kick coming, as did the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern California. 

As for the ITO argument that the show will keep people at home 
listening to the radio instead of going to the theatres, one exhib here 
‘What’s the difference? 


If they don’t stay home to 
stay home to listen to something 
way.’ 


an admission out of it this 


Los Angeles, Aug, 30. 


starting Sept. 3, 


Piveaway of 1.000 


Inasmuch as they may sub- 











Would Bar H'wood Studio Visitors 
And Radio Slurs to Preserve Pix B. 0. 


Denver, Aug. 30, 


Excluding visitors from Hollywood 
and other picture studios was de- 
manded by members of the Rocky 
Mountain Theatre Owners and Man- 
agers in their annual convention 
here. Exhibitors declared such visits 
remove much of the glamour from 
stars and injures the boxoffice. The 
members insist that such ban be 
especially enforced on radio and 
other commentators who owe much 
of their success to ridiculing stars 
and who seem to thrive on scandal— 
real or fancied—of the film colony. 
Copies of this resolution are to be 
sent to all advertisers who sponsor 
any program over the air that might 
fall in this category. 


Other resolutions were against the 
entrance of church and educational 
institutions into the exhibition field 
for revenue. Use of films for visual 
education was okayed. The members 
also asked that exchange managers 
be given greater latitude in dealing 
with exhibitors, especially in the 
making of contracts and adjusting 
differences. 


The association voted to partici- 
pate to the fullest extent in the 
‘greater movie season’ advertising 
campaign. Exhibitors in the Denver 
area feel this is the biggest effort 
the 
Presi- 
dent A. P. Archer and Rick Ricket- 
son in short talks urged those present 
to du all in their power to make the 
Campaign a success. 

Secretary Emmett Thurmon warned 
exhibitors to keep an eye on the 
He warned that with 
legislatures in all the states in 
area meeting this winter 


them will deal with taxation. 
L. J. Finske, general manager of 


. the Cvoper theatres, told of his ex- 


Periences in using films for visual 
education. In Greeley, Colo., instead | 
of antagonizing school and college 
authorities, his company worked 
With them, arranging for pupils to | 
see certain films, on passes furnished 
by the theatres. At the end of the 
month every pass used was cashed 
by the school board as well as the 
State college for 10c each. Through 
this tieup both groups were kept 
out of the exhibition field. 

At the close of the one-day con- 
vention the following were elected 
Officers: Chas. R. Gilmc ur, president; 
A. P. Archer, Mickey Gross and B. 
P. McCormick, vice presidents; A 
G. Edwards, secretary, and E. P. 

riggs, treasurer. 





Nancy Turner to N. Y. 


- Baltimore, Aug. 39 
Nancy Turner, femme stylist and 
Commentator of WFBR here, has 
een signed for similar stint by 
WMCA, N. Y. 


Janet Parker succeeds her here. 


— + 





| class. 
the | 





It’s In the Air at WB 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

William Gargan plays opposite 
Kay Francis in ‘Women in the 
Wind,’ rolling today (Tuesday) at 
Warners with John Farrow direct- 
ing. 

‘Women’ is the final starrer for 
Miss Francis at Warners, and the 
third air picture in production. 
Others before the lenses are ‘Wings 
of the Navy’ and ‘Dawn Patrol.’ 


§ WORKING AT 
PAR; US 6 IN 
WORK 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

With ‘The Arkansas Traveler’ in 
the cutting room, Paramount started 
two more pictures, bringing the total 
number in work to eight. New pro- 
ductions are ‘Say It in French’ and 
‘Disbarred.’ 

Others before the lenses are ‘Zaza,’ 
‘Escape from Yesterday,’ ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ ‘Illegal Traffic,’ ‘Thanks for 
the Memory’ and ‘Scotland Yard vs. 
Bulldog Drummond.’ 

Production reaches its 1938 peak 
at Universal this week, with six pic- 
tures rolling, three in the top budget 
‘Service de Luxe,’ one of the 
started today (Tues.). 








high budgeters, 


| ‘The Storm’ went into production last 


| 


|‘Swing That Cheer’ 
‘Flirting With Fate.’ | 


week and ‘That Certain Age’ is in the 
final stages. 

Three less costly 
duction are ‘The 


pictures in pro- 
Last 
and the Joe E. 
| Brown starrer, 


Oakie Off RKO Let, 
Need ‘Annabel’ Lead 


Hollywood Aug. 30. 
With Jack Oakie checking off the 
RKO lot at the completion of his 





current role, the studio is seeking a 
replacement to co-star with Lucille 
Ball in the Annabel series 

Oakie is ; currently workit g in ‘An- 
nabe] Takes a Tour.’ Next of the 
series. ‘Annabel and Her Press 
Agent,’ gets the gun about Sept. 10 


CARROLL IN ‘SOCIETY’ 


Hollywood, Aug 30 
Madeie Carroll joins Fred Mc 
| Murray and Shirley Ross to heed the 
cast in Param ount’s ‘Cafe Society 
due to roll Oct. 3 
Edward H. Griffith will direct 
from a screenplay by Virginia Va! 
| Upp. 





| to lure film patronage. 





Express,’ 


| National 
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PANT NEWSPAPER Par’ 1,000 Free Ducats Weekly, 
ANS IRK MIKEMEN On Radio Tieup with Ad Sponsor, 
Doped to Hypo Biz; Exhibs No Like 


Ass’n_ of 
casters in Unsubtle Warn- 
ing Over the Sizable Press 
Campaign to Lure Film 


Broad- 


Patronage 


‘PAST CO-OPERATION’ 


Washington, Aug. 30. 


Veiled threat to shut off free ac- 
cess to the microphone was handed 


the film industry today (Tuesday) 
by the National Association of 
Broadcasters. Unsubtle warning was 
conveyed in a letter to Howard| 
Dietz, of Metro, heading the film | 
industry’s ‘greater movie season’ 
promotion committee. 

Threat was in reply to the an- 


nouncement that the producers will 
intensify their newspaper campaign 
Although de- 
nying the desire to divert the ap- 
propriation from the press, Ed 


Kirby, NAB’s director of public re- 
lations, strongly implied that cuffo 
airings will end unless pictures 


change their attitude toward radio. 

Failure of distributors to appre- 
ciate radio’s effectiveness in arousing 
public interest was stressed by 
Kirby. He added that the studios 
have been more alert than broad- 
casters to the possibilities of exploit- 
ing new features. Pointed to the ef- 
fort to obtain plugs for stars, stories 
and songs over stations as evidence 
that Hellywoodites recognize the 
ether as an effective way of attract- 
ing box-office customers. | 

‘In the light of past co-operation, 
the statement of your committee is 
most disappointing,’ Kirby told the 
Metro exec. Plain notice that broad- 
casters will not continue offering 
their facilities gratis is given by the 
statement that the broadcasting 
group ‘feels it is time for a com- 
plete review of the situation’ and al- 
ready is conducting a survey of ‘co- 
operative connections between the 
two industries.’ 

Results of the study will provide 
the foundation for ‘sounder and more 
equitable relationship which will in- 
sure at least that the privilege it 
(radio) has extended will not be 
abused or ignored,’ the spokesman 
cautioned, 


Reps Mustangers 


Being Offered 
For Radio Show 


Hollywood, Aug. 
Republic studio has tossed Fog 
gallon skimmer into the radio a 
with a half hour show comprising 
the lot’s sagebrush talent, with which 
it abounds. Package is being offered 
around for sponsorship at 
$7,500 a week. Top coin will go to 
Gene Autry. 
Program, being 
Barnett, of studio 
ment, will be aimed 





framed by Bev 
publicity depart- 
at devotees of 


the great outdoor Studio’s films 
are tied in for plugging in the 
yi episode Waddies chant- 
ing prairie ditties will dominate the 
show. although the entire roster of 
the plant will be available. These 
include James Gleason, Alison Skip- 
worth, Gloria Rich and Lynn Rob- 
erts Aiding Autry will be Roy 
Roger d Ralph By rd R pert Li' ing- 
ston and Max Terhune 

Owen Crump swings over fror 
KFWB to produce. Herbert Yate 
tudio head, has okayed the air dea! 
with instructions to strike a bargain 
whereby the compan ‘ d ‘break 
even’ and take its compensation 1 
the publicity accruing to the trade- 
mark and .he pictures it de ite 


around | 


‘Van Dyke’ S Stand Uy’ 


H A 
WwW. S. V ) et ‘ t 
) oO > Ut 1 k t n 
of pioneering s, due to start next 
veek, with Robert Taylor and Wal- 
| lace Beery in the top role 


Most of the shooting will be 


!in Northern California Originally 


slated for black and white, the pic- 
ture will probably be made in Tech- 
nicolor. 


NAZENUDIST 
RIB 


Hollywood, Aug. 30 


them to a Nazi meeting in the valley. 

The chump is told it’s dangerous 
for outsiders to attend but it’s all 
fixed. Also to take along a couple 
of gats as trouble may be brewing. 
When the sucker arrives at the desig- 
nated spot he gets a mysterious 
phone number to call. This done, he 
makes tracks for the designated 
place and feels elated when the pass- 
word he received over the phone 
gets him past the guard. Once inside 
the gates he finds himself in a nudist 
colony where quite a few picture 
people pass their Sundays sunning 
and playing bridge. 

Membership tap is $5 a year. 





Rogers’ Cavalcade 


Film Idea; Based On 


Hollywood, Aug, 30. 

First of the cavalcades to follow on 
the heels of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ is Charles R. Rogers’ proposed 
film with Gus Edwards as the central 
character in ‘The Star Maker.’ 
to be independently produced by 
Rogers, who’s after Bing Crosby to 
play the role of the songwriter-tal- 
ent discoverer. 

Songs to be used include ‘School 
| Days,’ ‘Sunbonnet Sue,’ ‘In My Merry 
Oldsmobile’ and ‘By the Light of the 
|Silvery Moon.’ Edwards, who will 
| collaborate with writers on the pic- 
iture, discovered Eddie Cantor, 
George Jessel, the Duncan 
— Murray, Lila Lee, Walter Win- 

chell, Georgie Price, and others; ll 
| will figure in the screen ideale 


io. NBC Wants Commish Ruied 
Out in Lamour’s Pact Tiff 


ton Angeles, Aug. 30 

Charging that Labor Commission 
has no jurisdiction in the contract 
' controversy between Dorothy La- 
mour and National Broadcasting 
Artists Bureau, latter through its at- 
torney, Frederick Leuschne: ha 
filed a motion of 1 

Picture one radio 
NBC failed to represent her properly 
and 


minated. Hearing j et for Sept. 7 


Big Shot’s Fall 











dismis 


actre illege 


eeks to have the contract ter- 


tne publicity ur- 
ré ! rial of Jar = a Hine 
in New York, Warners will 
TI They Are.’ Scrip 

Hank Donahue, fo 


prod icf 


being rt ned Dy 





Latest rib on film folk is to invite | 


Life of Gus Edwards’ 


It’s | 


| 


j 
} 


Taki the attitude that radio pro- 
‘ral yn the a é irdle I 
the re i] idvanced in behalf 
of the show ip value of its plar 
Paramount goe yn the Fitch (sham- 
poo) Sunday night NBC program 
Sept. 4, with proffer of 1,000 passes 


weekly a bait for listeners. The 
passe wil s00d to theatres play- 
g Paramount product at any time 
the x months’ duration of 

he broadcast Pp uunt’s own 
lectin complaints of theatre 


associations or operators who see in 


| 
the free pass plan an even greater 


incentive to keep people in their 
homes Sunday nights to listen to the 
Fitch program, Par takes the posi- 


tion that this will be more than coun- 
teracted by the interest stirred in its 








| Theatre to which is 


sisters, | 


}Ss10n 


| tended. It is 


product, by the value of the plug- 
king of talent and songs on that hour, 
and by the likelihood that each sin- 
gle pass issued will bring additional 
payees to the theatres. 

Each pass will be good for one ad- 
mission during the six months’ period 


starting Sept. 4. This will mean 
1,000 individual pass admissions 
weekly, good any day of the week, 


and the fact they are issued singly, 
Par believes, will mean that must 
winners will steer at least one addi- 
tional person to the theatre with 
them. 


Not unexpected are complaints 


|from theatres not playing the Par 


product since the Par customer under 


{the plan stands to benefit from his 


opposition in every situation in the 
country where the pictures ave 
bought. Par regards its tieup with 


Fitch as a ticket-selling idea, in a 
direct as well as an indirect manner, 
with its accounts standing to lose 
nothing and gain much. 

Passes are to be awarded for the 
best letters written on listener’s fa- 
vorite bands, a feature of the Fitch 
program itself. The plug to Par, 
side from the bait value of the free 
ducats, will come toward the end of 
the Fitch air show, when special 
copy, prepared by Par, is broadcast. 
Outside of the copy and the passes 
Par has nothing else to do with the 
program. 

Its only expense involves the pro- 
motion work, records on the passes 
and the payment of the passes, since 
under the arrangement Par will pay 
for the 1,000 Annie Oakleys weekly. 
sued will bear no 
at all. 

Every pass honored will be re- 
deemed by Par at the regular admis- 
price prevailing at theatres 
used for the performance at- 
figured that this cost 
to Par will run around $500 weekly. 
All the theatres getting these passes 
wil) do is to turn them into the Par- 
amount exchange with which it does 
business The exchange will deduct 
the total amount of the passes hon- 
ored from the film rental of the pic- 
ture on which they were used. Par 
is circularizing all its accounts, ask- 


expense 


where 


ing latter to return a self-addressed 
postcard to the h.o. agreeing to the 
arrangements of the plan. A record 
of the pa and busine will be 
kept to determine in what spots the 
mo good j peeing accompl shed 
Each Sunday p vill be de- 
vote to national -p 1 
Par picture, timed with date of re- 
lease ‘Spawn of the Nort ' ce 
concerned in the init ( t 
Sunday night (4) The Fit 
oy l] ed f - 
troduction ot c 
f ) }? p a 
! ~~“ ‘ ‘ 
in i 
) 
mp mn the air 
». m. Sunday nights. EDST, 
tior Ar idditional 410 
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Taylor Punches Out $27,000 to Top L.A. | First Runs on Broadway | Frisco Duals Fade in Face of B.0. Pix: 
(Subject to Change) . b 
. é 9 ¢ ’ ae ’ 1 / ——— °.? 1 . 9 
Ith hear; Ange lor 10°/ ying Fog arie Stout reen- ice Ho 
? b] f 7 3 Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
‘es (MG) (3d wk.). 
‘Al 9 136 M Wi e 9 N End Capitel — ‘Three Loves Has + — — 
Nancy’ (MG). | (2,000; 30-40)—Racket Busters’ (WB) S i 
ex Onl ove, are ears Criterion — ‘Tenth Avenue and ‘Going to Be Rich’ (20th). Poor} pouple bills ag Aug. 30. - 
Kid’ (Rep). $3,500. Last week, ‘Gladiator’ (Col) | 56 bye this ae Eo — given the 
ee ee t indicia icicle (Reviewed in Current —— and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), | runs on Market ahem + Be bape é 
P ; “ Globe — ‘Safety in Numbers’ weak $3,600. har ake _ . ength of 
Los Angeles, Aug. 30. | (RKO) plus March of Time. Will (20th) 13). Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) individual attractions and the len h 
| teetna lerable $12,500. Last week 20t 8 of the various productions ; gt 

First runs are more than holding | £198 in tolerable gin ee ee Chick. Music Hall — ‘You Can’t Take (3,000; 30-40)—‘Alexander’ (20th) | reacons for ‘M Pp fons are the 
their own, despite tail-end August | ee a, oa s Chick- It With You’ (Col) (3d week). Still mopping up for singte-billed a a being 

y rs - ns g fair $12, ; . 7 are 
dog days, and bulk of the houses | Fox (4.089: 25-50)—'Give Me Sailor’ Paramount — ‘Spawn of the good $4,500. Second week, great| ‘letter of Introduction’ a 
will turn in profitable weeks, get-| oe eer s par). Nifty $13 North’ (Par) $6,000. First week, $10,000. Orpheum; ‘Alexander's the 
ting them in shipshape for Greater | (Par) and “Booloo | heh iad ¥N) Res an Vv a 4 Rivoli (Indie) (1,200; 30-40)—/| Bang at the F ers Ragtime 
Movie Season, which gets under way | 90 Last week, ‘Clitterhouse (Ff! (Reviewed in Variety, Aug. ) ‘Golden West’ (M-G) and ‘Stolen +3 : | Fox, and ‘Algiers,’ 

" vay |. 5 4 bonnat 24 week : mae -Heade’ x : which is ne h Pred J 
in next few days Crowd Roars’ is and ‘City Streets’ (Col (3d week), Rialto Block-Heads’ (MG). Heaven’ (Par) Stro d of re- | 1earing the end of its run 
pmnae seine iti snaiinaaas ice $12,00 Reviewed in Current Vanrety) Panne tg oe wee oe re- | at the United Artists. Golden G 
tc wn s top grosser, with profitab'e ce ¥ “— a ’ ve \ ‘ : | peats for this house clicked for good | which ee Us ae : 7ate, 
$27,000, due in the day-date Loew's Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Woman’ (M-G) Rivoli — ‘Letter of Introduc- || $) 800. Last week, ‘Sall Irene’ | ch uses vaude, has Bobby Breen 
State ; Y re an’e Chinese and ‘Chase: M-G). Good $13,500 ’ (! | vas : ae wee , y,, | on the stage in connection with 
State and Grauman’s Chinese. tion’ (U) (31). 20th) and ‘Merrily We L (MG) the 

; . aed Baas” Ceres (20t an errily We Live >| world preem of ‘ . . 

‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ on |. * ea M-G a (Reviewed in Vaniery, Aug. 3) average $1,600. | his latent ictur Pag ey the Ice, 
move-over to United Artists and Reo oy on Air’ (U), excellent | Rexy — ‘Alexander’s Ragtime United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | Only double-bille in yrange 
Wilshire for continued first-run, "po ount (4.126; 25-50)—‘Racket Band’ (20th) (Sth wk). | 40)—‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). An- | Meets Girl,’ coupled with 2 
tere Cn big weeks — at the pusters’ (WB) and ‘Army Girl’ (Rep) Strand — ‘Boy Meets Girl’ || swering = big a a, — | for fair succeess at the Warfield po ‘ 
State-Chinese, should add anotner | ~, toile ety Pag iil 7 ‘ 7,000. Likely to hold. st week, | ‘Love Finds , asin aly 7 ? 

. 7 sarnared in, (2d week). Healthy $14,500. Last (WB) (2d wk). $7 000. | y > = 4 ove Finds Andy Hardy,’ which it 
bar gee he the Bsa gy b. shcong ool = week, pair drew first-rate $20,000. Week of Sept. 8 Letter (U) and ‘Chaser’ (M-G),! with ‘Army Girl,’ is winding up be 
that period. Warner day-daters have i k. : moe se $4,700 pris ; ; ' g up ho 
their first Metro picture, ‘Shopworn Strand (2,870; 25-50)—‘Dark Sands’ Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ || 2V&T@8© 9%, WN- | Strong four-week’s run at St. Francis, ant 
Angel’ playing to ‘satisfactory | (Rec) and ‘On Great White Trail’ (MG) (4th wk). | | - wr sy for This Week grt 
grosses, while holdover of ‘Letter of (GN). Quiet $4,000. Last week, Capitel — ‘Boystown’ (MG). ¢ 9 ‘mlent 4 wikia ee 35-55-75 )— wa 
Introduction’ at the RKO and Pan- | ‘Weekend’ (GB) and ‘Highway Pa- ‘riterien— | ‘Alexander (20th) (2nd wk). After a no’ 
; ou + : e another profit. | trol’ (Col) dull $4,000 Criterion—‘Come On Leather- | record-breaking take of $34,500 on ‘ 
ages Snouk bring ano y hli=- | ’ ’ . ’ . ae vt, 
Seif egg ” | necks’ (Rep). | Its initial stanza, ‘Alex’ is s 
rte heap : | | Music Hall — ‘You Can't Take | grab staggering $20,000 on its hold. : 
an at th : y eeengg ogg A “atorie 6 9 | It With You’ (Col). | over. $3 
Anfoinelte’ town's sly two-a-day | - | nor (er) Gao 9500 IN FRISCO "Breaking Ice" (RKO), with Booty | 
attraction, is now in final 10 days, || North’ (Par) (2d wk). 8 | eeen on , with Bobby se 

Satan Tak ‘edhe — ‘Micc} aS Oe i 8, vaude on st: t 
folding Labor Day. Bialte Missing Guests’ (U) || Breen hasn't been any too forte ite i 

Retimates for This Week wid , —— b.o. here, but his p.a. in connection “ 

Carthy Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- _ Rivoli — ‘Letter of Introduc- | Comme ih 30 | with the world preem of his latest ’ Jol 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Marie Antoinette’ ’ tion’ (U) (2d wk). eo “ten , Band in| Screen vehicle helping boost hiz to Ai 
(MG) (8th week). Now in final Roxy — ‘My Lucky Star’ ||.“ 7 =< f y ow eee a ak on excellent $17,000. Last week, ‘Carey’s { 
week, folding (5) after 8% weeks of on (20th). | Second | Ween eating the liveliest b.o, | Chickens’ (RKO) and vaude, $14,700 
fair returns. Seventh stanza brought Strand — ‘Valle f th | SAUD OT., oe eee E ee ee nines | S006. as? gt 
er ye = — ; y oO e || music currently, with a take almost! ~ orph th 
profitable $5,700 Louisville, Aug. 30. Giants’ (WB) (9). |equal to that of the Albee’s ‘Spawn | « rp eum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— G: 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024;| ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ romp- | (Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 17) lof the North’ and the Palace’s ‘Boy | a y (U) _(2nd wk). New opus af 
30-40-55-75)—Crowd Roars’ (MG) |ing along in second stanza at Rialto. |Meets Girl,’ fresh releases, com-| 07 Universal is holding up re- | 
and ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), dual. Fair |and ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ at the Mary |bined. On its first seven days, ‘Alex’ | ae eka re nose looks su 
trade for this Robert Taylor he-man | Anderson, are giving strong evi- | (WB), dual, split with ‘Zenda’ (UA) | set an all-time Shubert record for ng ™ y at By Last week, same a 
pic, with prabable $11,000 the an- dence that the patrons will come |and ‘Reported Missing’ (U), twin. | grind pix biz. fgg FS a ] 97 — lol 
swer. Last week ‘Alexander’ on |back to the film houses, when the | Around $1,300, fair for this main Other first-runs this week, ‘Racket a = paca Poo ithe? i Sg 39-55 : 
holdover stanza, very good $15,200. | product is of good calibre. Folks in |stem subsequent house. Last week | Busters’ at Keith’s, and ‘Blockheads’ ‘9)—'Marie Antoinette (M-G). Al- 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- | this town are plenty show-wise, and |‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Alcatraz’ | at the Lyric, are mildees. | though some of the notices from the - 
65)—'Shopworn Angel’ (MG) _ and |lay their dough at the ticket window | (WB), split with Lena Rivers’ (Big Trade in the main at major houses, | She were lukewarm, the new Norma 5 
10th Avenue Kid’ (Rep), dual. Prod- |only when the best in entertain- | Feature Rights) and ‘Love Takes | however, is beaucoup for summer's | heatiiew @ costumer should garner nl 
uct shortage forced Warners to go |ment is assured, Otherwise, it’s no | Flight’ (GN), average $1,200. fadeout. Bape gps $19,500 on its initial stanza, 
into the outside market for current | dice. Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- Estimates for This Week Last week (2nd), ‘Busting the Rack- tr 
week's dual product here and at the | Outdoor attractions beginning to |40)—‘Alexander’ (20th, (2d_ wk). | Albee (RKO) _ (3,300; 35-42)— |¢ts. (WB) and ‘Rich Man’ (M-G) pr 
day-date Hollywood. Should hit |wind up the season, and Labor Day | Maintaining steady pace after a ‘Spawn of North’ (Par). Slow $9,500. ia wk.), closed to fair enough al 
satisfactory $8,800 on the week. | will turn patrons back to pic houses, | strong burst of speed at the stazt. | Last week, ‘Letter’ (U), fair $10,500. | $7,900. ; . “ 

Last week Racket Busters (WB) |Competish still potent from church | Looks to round out second seven Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—| _ St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
and ‘Higgins Family’ (Rep), very |picnics and carnivals, community | days with rousing $10,000. Last week | ‘Letter’ (U) (2d week). Fair $4,500. | 79) 4 Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Army 
good $10,500. fairs, and the like, as well as a radio |same pic did bulging $18,000. Last week, ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d Girl’ (Rep) (4th wk). Mickey ye: 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) | jamboree at Iroquois Amphitheatre, Strand (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15- | run), great $7,000. | Rooney b. 0. pull in ‘Andy Hardy’ S 
—‘Algiers’ (UA) (7th week). Con-|which didn’t help the downtown | 30-40)—'Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— | continues to amaze the boys on the m 
tinues to play to neat profit, and will | houses a bit. ‘Booloo’ (Par), dual. Laeks punch, | ‘Highway Patrol’ (Col), ‘Missing | Street. Fourth week looks great at 8) 
not come off for another two weeks Estimates for This Week but should register around $3,100, | Guest’ (U), ‘I'm from the City’ | $4,500. Third stanza geared surpris- * 
at least. Should hit $2,800 on cur-| poo, i ieee tan % Coent ifair. Last week ‘Letter’ (U) ‘and | (RKO), separate. Normal $2,000. | ingly big $5,200. 
rent stanza after very smart $3,400 | 15 9049)‘Rich Man’ (MG) ’and |‘Missing Guest’ (U), after moveover |Same last week with ‘Prison Break’ | United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- ‘A 
on sixth week. Chaser (hits) Gieal). Moves an from Rialto, perked to satisfactory | (U), ‘Gold Mine in Sky’ (Rep), ‘Mr. 55-65)—‘Algiers’ (UA) (8th wk). (3 
_Hollyweod (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- | eon. Loew's. where biz - ae $3,300. Chump’ (WB), singly. Strength of sixth week, which gives a 
eS eee rom pa 4 — ce egg ert AP gg Berges ‘Miss | Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—| indication of $5,800, warrants hold- $ 

‘ venue Kid’ (Rep), dual. Looks | po away’ 20th ) “pal | Port Hitti N Highs: ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (3d week). | ing picture another week or two. ¥ 
headed for satisfactory $8.000. Last |ZrO8¢way _ f Oth) and ‘Men Such ° MIN: ew ISHS 5 | Exceilent $3,500. Last week, ‘Crowd | Last week (5th), very  satisfactor h 
: ‘ asad |Fools’ (WB), dual, wound up with ° | ’ ne, (0 = ag - , ies y 
week, ‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and ae ae ’ , p wi ‘ 9 Roars’ (M-G) (3d run), fair $2,500. $7,000. nr 
‘Higgins Family’ (Rep), excellent we As (Switow) (900 :15-28) Marie Strong at $7,000, Keith’s (Libson) (1'500: 35-42)—| Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) I 
— 1 ‘Rage of Paris’ (U) and ‘You and Portland, Ore., Aug. 30. | ‘Racket Busters’ (WB). Mild $4.000.!—‘Boy Meets Girl’ and _ ‘Booloo’ rn 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- re . : no Biz is zipping to new highs with | Last week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO),| (Par). Will give the Warfield a bet- 

40)—B Par) ‘Ch Me’ (Par), dual. Holding even at & i 

\—‘Booloo’ (Par and chaser’ | bout $1,800. Last week ‘Blind Mice’ ‘Algiers’ and ‘Marie Antoinette’ in | blah $3,500. | ter than average week, and certainly aa 
pen tM oe lg tg Ny ory (20th) and ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), | Pig first weeks at Parker's Broad-|,,tyric (RKO) {1400 35-42)— | a big improvement over the preced- ’ 
xploitat helpin: ) 000. | dual. spli Pe s'. V *| way and UA. Meanwhile the Ham- ockheads’ (M-G). Fair $4,000.| ing stanza, at $14,000. Last week, « 
Last week ‘Painted Desert (RKO) split with “Under Suspicion’ (U) rick-Evergreen Paramount continues | Last week, ‘Algiers’ (U) (2d run), | ‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog 1 
and ‘Men Are Such Fools’ (WB) t and ‘Sinners Paradise’ (U), twin g Ss . 
and me e Such Fools » just | fair enough $1,600. , : ped ‘em with ‘Alexander’ in its me cays, bk ee om $6.48)—| Drummond’ (Par) poor $7,500. W 
"ademas . Loew's State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- | “rd stanza. ‘ , Sad $7 800, | 

( -40-55 )— ,100: . ; : , ’ 7 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 30-40-55) | 39.40) Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Block | ,, Another pic still making money is | Ty week: ‘Texans’ (Par) six days, | ~ 
week) and ‘Gladiator’ (Col), dual, | feads’ (M-G), dual. Satisfactory at waa a SHEARER SOCK $13 300 : 
: ; | $5,100. Last week ‘Rich Man’ (M-G) | W&ex at Maytair. pe - ’ 
ps Bey eee ies we ‘Chaser (M-G), dual, responded | 1 aoa | vd bg Aa ‘Alenander’ (20th) ar eas Grae IN DE | DS ; 
$6,500. First week close to $12,000, |/##htly with mild $4,700. preadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) Si NVER AND HO $ 
plenty okay. ' Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; | —'Algiers’ (UA) and “Blockheads’ | }'house record for pix grind, $23,000: 

Paremeant (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) | 15-30-40)—"Boy Meets Girl’ (WB). | (M-G). | Answered to strong bally | burg’s biggest since “Sno. White: t 
—'Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and stage |COMSiderable interest in the film ver- for good $7,000. Last week, ‘Crowd | wij fold Eee Begs, Amend ” Denver, Aug. 30. . 
show. Wound up nine-day. booking sion of the stage play, as it had been | Roars’ (M-G) and ‘My Bill’ (WB), . | ‘Marie Antoinette’ is playing to 
(29) with fair $16,500. ‘Spawn of|Siven here by Little Theatre groun, | second week, held up to good $4,300. | , ’ . "dail a 
North’ (Par) debuts (30). and by Cincinnati company of FTP | First, $7,000. Alex H 0 in i | dally standouts at the Orpheum, as ' 

RKO (2872: 30-40-55)—‘Letter’ |@t Columbia Aud. iast winter. Head- | _ Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- — on {= ‘The Texans’ at Denham, both 1 
(U) (24 week) and ‘Gladiator’ (Col), |&4 for good $4,000, and will probably | 500; 30-40)—‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) . holding over. ‘Alexander's Ragtime 
: e h ld ~ ‘ ’ ‘ 4 £ 
Gual. Second stanza holding strong | old. Last week : Racket Busters’ | and ‘Prison Break’ (U) (4th week). t trong at Band’ is plenty hot at Aladdin and | 
and will wind up with $6.700, okay, | (WB). verked during final days of | Better than average biz in this house ’ move ' vo cost t ) : 

panes te ves on to Paramount. 


after garnering neat $10,000 on first | 











Fox, now several years old. House 


| stanza to register okay $3,100. 





| at $2,400. Third, $3,200. First two 











;}uown toward weak $15,500. 


Last | same figure. 





St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 34) | 


Streets’ (Col), good $4,000. 





4 seven days. Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Thrill of | weeks at the UA totaled big $11,500 Montreal, Aug. 30. | sti : 
wf State (Loew-Fox) (2.414: 30-40-55- |Lifetime’ (Par) and ‘Down Stretch’ | Orpheum (ianariakt-Iverercen} ee ets Ragtime Band’ put | Al anne oe we 0) P 
"5 \—‘Crowd Roars’ (MG) and ‘Keep |_- eeeseses—s—S All ain street back in the coin, with | addin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— g 
Smiline” 120th . deat Lacks tee — acai = hag Ss. 7 has poe ‘Alexander’ (20th). After a week at ; 
ig $16,000 on the stanza. Last] ¢ nt for the past Six/| the Denve i 5,800. 
J week. second of ‘Alexander’ (20th), * F . . Saat Gon Seeawe See ween sed | Mov pony concep ce ek } 
excellent $16,000. are ree ] es ite tro ae able $9,000 on repeat currently. | Moves to Paramount for third week. l 
an Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 9 ht = not affected by Last week, ‘Algiers’ (UA ), fair $2,- s 
-55) — ‘Alexander’ (20th). On ms. | 500 after , F nver. 
moveover for continued first-run + e Other houses at eames Sverage.| a. ‘ : “ a io 40)— 6 
downtown after two weeks at the as o 1 » nee for This Week , oadway (Fox) (1,100; - ; I 
State should hit big -— Last s S . ar pney 2 Fe i OP i et nied Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Chaser f 
week, ‘Gatewev’ (20th) and ‘Mr. ween). east, (M-G). Aft k at the Or- li 
Moto” (20th). fair $2,600. a | $9,000, good, after big $12,000 last | pres bres Poi i wae Re 
‘Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296; 30-40-55- "Teiiiek 4004 cate teins em, ‘keke tek? Gk: a 
oe ee (20th). — —= Washington, Aug. 30. ter of ‘Dick Tracy Returns.’ Around | (Par) and ‘You Born?’ (Par) Better | ‘Sey ; S — iy $2,500 on : 
will wind up pin on ge Bn with Swing fans going nutty this week | $5.500, fair. Last week, ‘Andy Hardy’ | than average at $6,000. Last week, | rte wou ne clit cok of Or- 
bie $8,000. Last week ‘Gateway’ trying to keep up with ‘Alexander's | } aang oe ae eee eee oe ee pA Husband’ (0 ny ta rey g. °° | Pheum. 
(20th) and ‘Moto’ (20th). fair $4,200. | Ragtime Band,’ ‘Carefree,’ and ‘Boy | Earle (WB) (2.244: 25-35-40-66)— | Seasons \CT) wit a Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 25-35- 
Meets Girl’ with Tony Martin on | ‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) and vaude. |COmpany’ (M-G) and’ ‘Battle of | 7?)—‘Texans’ (Par). Big | $8,000. 
FAIR B’KLYN B 0 stage. Ragtime’ is easy leader in| Tony Martin’s orch drawing the gals | Broadway’ (20th). Pacing for good | Last week. ‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par), 
o Ve ace ye pic house, with other/to pull take to big $19,500 Last | ona My 'B week. ‘Cowboy’ (WB) | fair $5,500. 
— 7 wo also getting big grosses. week, ‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and|2"d. “My Bill’ (WB), middlin t| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sailor ~‘Booloo ; Dual Nifty $13,000; ‘Carefree’ opened Wednesday (24) | Nelson-Hilliard stage bottled annem $4,000. "> ‘Letter’ (U). “Fair $7,000; moving to 
Smiling’ Fair 1214G to sock trade, but dropped sharply | tion to good $18,300. P Orpheum | (Ind) (1,100; 50)—‘To!| Aladdin. Last week, ‘Alexander’ 
| the day the other two pix bowed in. Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)— | Victor (Brit) and ‘Fighting Navy’ | (20th). set house record at $17,500. 
ae Brooklyn, Aug. 30. | Interesting angle on Tony Martin | ‘Carefree’ (RKO). Opened well Wed | (Brit). This program may get $3,000.; Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) ' 
Fair biz at three downtown houses, | draw is fact that Cagney is poison | (24) and slid when opposition bowed |Bood. Last week, third repeat of |—‘Marie Antoinette’ (MG). Tremen- 
Paramount with ‘Racket Busters’ in to gals here, but they’re flocking in jin. Should still see big $13,500. Last ‘Algiers’ (UA), good enough at| dous $13.300 and holding over. Last 
second and last stanza; Loew’s Met | this time. with mats especially big. week, ‘Letter’ (U) (3d week). nice le-* | week, ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G), and 
with ‘Woman Against Woman’ and | Estimates for This Week | 7.000, ‘ _ Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | ‘Chaser’ (M-G), big $10,600. 
"The Chaser.’ and Fabian Fox with| Capitel (Loew) (3.424; 25-35-40-66) | Met (WB) (1.852; 25-40)—‘Clitter- i oe ree sans Barreaux.’| paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Give Me Sailor’ and “‘Booloo. | — ‘Texans’ (Par) and vaude. George | house’ (WB) (2d run). Good $4.500 hould cron mont Gnaeus an | Kee = i ‘ (20th) and ‘Passport 
Amazing is steady response to | Hall’s orch tops enjoyable stage bill, | after oke week at Earle. Last week, roe ye ge $2,000, with $1.500 Husband’ (20th) Fair $3 000. Last 
M-nday night amateur shindigs at | but pic and opposition driving take | ‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par) (revival), | Feu’ | =e ee ee Ce week, ‘Gladiator’ (Col) and ‘City | 


always packed for tyro exhibitions | week, ‘Woman’ (M-G) can thank Palace (Loew) (2.363; 35-55)— | ‘Pass ; , ’ ; ‘Gladi- 
ee = gi . ee all-local revue for passable | ‘Alexander’ (20th). Leading town Fg i  mgperendh $3.500 5 ae | oie aces A818; 250 pat), ) 
stimates for s Wee |$ 7.000. |with smash $22,000. Last week, | week, also good at $5,000 on ‘Les | So-so $1.500. Last week, ‘Tough Guy’ 


A*hee (2.274; 25-35-50)—"Keep 


| Columbia (Loew) (1,583: 25-40)— | ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) (2d week) 
Smiling’ (20th) and ‘Meet the Girls’ ' ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th) and first chap- ' $7,000. eta al 


}du Monde.’ 


Filles de Rhone’ and ‘La Plus Belle 


(U), after a week at the Paramount, 
) and ‘Prison Break’ (U), nice $2,300. 
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‘Antoinette’ Big $21,000 in Chi: 
Carefree Plus Vaude Nifty $26,000, 


Boy-Girl 116, 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 


Strong boxoffice lineup in town 
ith new fare at three first run 
= . Ideal weather also helping, 
ae m easily tops pre-Labor Day 
- om of last year, when August 
— month of large receipts but 
vowhere’S near current sessions. 
Malexander” continues to zoom 
along, on its third week, first for 
any picture at this house, looking 
$37,000. Second week came within 
$8,000 of terrific first stanza with 
seven less shows. Will move to 
smaller extended run houses after 
current (third) stanza. 

‘Marie Antoinette’ opened , with 
Jong queues in front of the United 
Artists. Only length of feature (runs 
full three hours) will hold down 
gross. Yet there’s a smash $21,000 in 
the offing. ‘Crowd Roars’ moved to 
Garrick to make room for ‘Marie 
after two swell sessions 

‘Carefree’ came into the Palace and 
supported by excellent stage fare 
sure to holdover second week, if not 
longer. 

Texans’ fell off sadly at Roosevelt 


+ 


and scrammed to make room for 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ which is doing 


nicely. 

State-Lake also looks for coin with 
triple threat bill including locally 
produeed—Daily Times sponsored 
amateur film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (5th week). 
Stuck a fifth week with gross vary- 
ing littke from previous session; 
$5,400 last week and won't go under 
$5,000 currently. 

Chicago (B&K.) (4,000); 35-55-75 )— 
‘Alexander’ (20th) and stage show 
(3rd week). Momentum carrying it 
along to huge $37,000. Just missed 
$51,000 on second week after first} 
week’s $59,000. Is first picture to stay 
here three weeks. Scrams Friday to 
make room for Benny Goodman and 
looks good to remain in loop (2nd 
tun) for another four or five weeks. 

Garrick (B&K) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Crowd Roars’ (M-G) (3rd _ loop 
week). Heading for big $6,000 after 
sock 13-day stay at United Artists. 
‘letter’ (RKO) ended third loop 
week last Friday to moderate $3,700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
~—Carefree’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Skyrocketing to $26,000 and likely to 
holdover. ‘Mother Carey’ (RKO) 
and Bill Robinson on stage hit 
$19,500, big, last week. 

_ Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 

())—~'Boy Meéts Girl’ (WB). Opened 
mildly, but built over weekend and 
should grab $11,000 or more above 
average. Last week ‘Texans’ (Par) 
fell off sadly, dropping to $7,500 for 
last half of 13-day stay. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 35-35- 
45-55)—Reformatory’ (Col), ‘It Hap- 
pened in Chicago’ (Yates) and stage 
Show, Locally produced amateur 
Production on screen helping to swell 
ftoss. Widely publicized by Daily 
més which sponsored it, and bene- 
mee from ‘Holywood premiere.’ 
tiple bill will do $12,500 or better. 
ast week ‘Prison Farm (Par) and 
stage show, so-so $9,500. 
pg united Artists (B&K) (1,500; 35-55- 
Do) —Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). 

Tawing carriage trade and Shearer 
tin Who are not averse to waiting in 
orn through long three-hour pro- 
10 for seats. _ Will reach mighty 

000, exceptional. Last week, 


Crowd Roars’ (MG), $14,000 on sec- | 


ond lap; o.k, 


a 


lincoln Looks Up; 
‘Letter’ Good $4,300 








+ 
| 
| 
| 


| 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,533.400 
(Based on 24 cities, 152 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
nN. be 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year... . $1,511,200 
(Based on 22 cities, 155 theatres) 














——— 


Drummond’ (Par) and ‘Speed to 
Burn’ (20th). All right, $900. 
week, ‘Man’s Country’ (Mono) and 
‘Missing Guest’ (Indie), split with 
‘Prison Farm’ (Par) and ‘Painted 
Desert’ (RKO), slow $800. 

Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-25-35) 
—‘College Swing’ (Par) and 


Give Million’ (20th) and ‘Passport 
Husband’ (20th). First dual split in 
some time will make a better week 
at around $3,400. Last week, ‘Seven 
Seas’ (MG) and ‘Fast Company’ 
(MG), luke-warm $2,700. 

Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40) 
—‘Letter’ (U). Off for spiffy $4,300, 
or better. Horse racing season has 
opened and the sporty crowd is here. 
Last week, ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G), 
very fancy $4,400. 


SHEARER TERRIF 
$25,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 30. 
Premature yankings of bookings at 
two downtown houses this week are 


proof that two money pictures are 
about as much as the public ex- 
chequer can stand under present 
conditions. With the terrific draught 
set up by the opening of ‘Marie An- 
toinette’ at Loew’s Penn, and the 
prevailing long-run power of ‘Alex- 
ander’ at the Alvin, both the Fulton 
and Warner found it necessary to 
yank their new attractions after a 
few days trial. 

Despite considerable optimism, and 
a steady if slow rise in steel opera- 
tions to 40% of capacity this week, 
actual unemployment in this area Is 
now at a new high. One out of every 
four persons in the county is on 
relief. 

But there’s a bull market at Loew’s 
for ‘Antoinette’ and it should ring the 








here in months, Stanley, with ‘Mother 
Carey’s Chickens’ and Bunny Beri- 
gan’s orch and. Andrews Sisters on 
stage, is feeling the slug and will 
drift in with a languid $14,000, de- 
spite critical approbation of screen 
and stage combo. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (4th wk). Going 
into a fourth lap without a breather 


rific at this site. Last week, second, 
$15,700, great. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Prison Break’ (U) and ‘Young Fugi- 
tives’ (U). Shoved in for four days 
after three-day briefie run of ‘Gate- 


way’ (20th), Week may stagger to 
$2,500, brutal. ‘Letter’ (U) opens 


today (Wed.). 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). Na- 
tives are bulging the walls to boost 
the take to smash $25,000 in eight 
days. Best here in months following 
smash newspaper campaign and rave 
reviews. Moves to Warner for con- 
tinued run Friday (2). Last week, 





Lincoln, Aug. 30. 


vit biz all around, although | 
myster € money’s coming from is a 
iron y An houses have felt a 
gus ger undertone since mid-Au- 
ths and most showmen feel with 


tate Fair ¢ : ‘oe 
Just 9 e Fair and college opening 


round the . » . Ww 
better. corner, the b. o. will 


‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB), $9,500, weak. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) — 
|‘Carey’s. Chickens’ (RKO) with 
| Bunny Berigan and orch, and An- 
| drews Sisters on stage. Combo well 
| liked, but night biz off and only 
| $14,000 in evidence, poor. Last week, 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and Phil Har- 
ris’ band on stage, slid off to puny 


: $15,500. 
siusitter of Introduction,’ at the Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Blind 
It's ty 80Ing swell from the start. “Alibi? (RKO) and ‘Blonde Cheat’ 
€ town's leader. Lincoln has | 74), 


80ne to dual splits. 


, Estimates for This Week 
0 berty (Cooper)( 1,200; 


Utlaw 10-15)— 
Night Express’ (U) ahd ‘One Wild 


(20th), split with ‘Bulldog 


| (RKO). Rushed in after three days 

| of ‘I’m from City’ (RKO) and ‘Crime 
Ring’ (U), but no help. Droopy $3,000 
indicated, Last week, ‘Fast Company 
(M-G) and ‘Penrod’ (WB), $4,000, 
fair. 


Last | 


‘Dan- | 
gerous to Know’ (Par) split with ‘Td | 


bell for a resounding $25,000, best, 


after a third at $12,800. That’s ter-| 





—. 








CHWMANSHIE 1° Holdovers Dominate Okay Bway; 





anh 


xhibitors, It Is Argued, Dis- 

sipate So Much Energy in 
Trying to Outsmart the 
Film Exchange, There’s 
Little Time or Enthusiasm 
Left for the Basic De- 
ficiency, That of Good, 
Oldfashioned Showman- 
ship 


IT HURTS 


ALL 


Minneapolis, Aug. 30 

Local independent leaders, such a 
President W. A. Steffes of North- 
west Allied, say that one of the seri- 
ous things wrong with the film busi- 
ness today is that exhibitors, first of 
all, have to be good ‘traders’ instead 
|of showmen. They have to be more 
concerned about ‘buying right’ rath- 
er than of selling the pictures to the 
public in a big way, the indies com- 
plain 

Much of the exhibitors’ time, un- 
der present conditions, is spent wor- 
| rying about the price of film, wheth- 
er they are getting ‘gypped’ or not, 
whether their competitors are get- 
ting better deals than they and in 


‘fighting’ to obtain adjustments of 
contracts, the independents point 
out. It’s time and effort that should 


be spent in exploiting attractions— 
that could be spent to much bet- 
ter advantage in trying to bring the 
public into their theatres, accord- 
ing to the many exhibitor leaders. 

Most of the independents cannot 
afford to employ even a house man- 
ager, let alone a press agent, to per- 
form their showmanship for them, 
the leaders point out. They have to 
do everything themselves, except 
operate the booth machines and sell 
and take tickets (and many ‘double 
in brass,’ too, on the selling or tak- 
ing tickets end). Under such circum- 
stances, the buying of film imposes 
too heavy a burden on them—takes 
a disproportionate amount of their 
energy and effort—taxes their men- 
tal and physical facilities too heav- 
ily. It’s different vith the chains, 
of course. 


‘Independent exhibitors are degen- 
erating into chiselers and forgetting 
showmanship, or letting it go by the 
boards, in their efforts to hold their 
own with, or best (a rare occur- 
|rence) film salesmen and _ branch 
i managers,’ says Bennie Berger, im- 
portant circuit operator and former 
Northwest Allied president. ‘The 
| business has developed into a game 
| of wits between the independent ex- 
| hibitor, on the one hanc and the dis- 
tributor, on the other and showman- 
ship is going by the boards. And 
{the distributor is to blame for this 
| sad and unfortunate condition.’ 
Berger contends that percentage 
deals—as__iwell unreasonable 
|rental demands—a distributor pol- 
icy of getting from every exhibitor 
all the traffic will Lear—are largely 
| respons:ble for the disappearance of 
| showmanship and the exhibitors’ fail- 
|ure to exploit pictures to the full- 
;est. The exhibitor is loath to put 
| ir. much exploitation effort or spend 
‘any considerable sum in advertising 
percentage pictures—his biggest at- 
tractions and the ones most worthy 
of extra plugging. 

‘He’s afraid to do too much bysi- 
ness with these pictures,’ 
Bezger. ‘The reason is not only that 
the more he does the more he has 
to hand over to the distributor, but 
more important, the justifiable fear 
that the distributors will use 
grosses on the outstanding percent- 
age pictures as a basis for other per- 








as 


declares 


the 


centage and flat deals. As a result, 
the biggest and best pictures aren't 
getting anywhere nearly the utmost 
ir. box office possibilities. We're all 
money out, clear down the line. 

‘It’s high time for the industry to 
wake up and :liminat2 trade abuses 
so that everybody engaged in it can 


pull together for the benefit of pro- 
ducers and exhibitors alike.’ 


} 
| 
} 
| 


| 
| 


PTRANING Boy-Bernie Nice $35,000, ‘Law’ 236, 
Pix Strong, BizGood = Mt 


Joe E. 106, “Alex, Bing, M.-H. Strong 











Broadway Grosses 








This Week $293,700 
Based on 12 theatres) 
(Based on 11 theatres) | 
Total Gross Same Week | 
Last Year . $365,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) | 
The last week of August, with 
Labor Day week anxiously looked 
to, finds Broadway with numerou 
holdovers but in generally good 
shape. New shows are headed by 


|‘Boy Meets Girl’ and stage entertain- 
ment at the Strand, which after a 
two-day shutdown was converted to 
a pit-pictures policy Friday (26). 
The Strand will do $35,000 or bet- 
|ter, a lot of coin, but not a big 
profit in view of the h-avy advance 
|advertising campaign and the cost of 
| the pit show. Advance and opening 


ad_ spread totals around $12,000, 
|While the in-person talent runs 


;around $10,000. Normal straight film 
|}overhead of house has been vary- 
ing up and down from $13,000, de- 
pending on advertising, front, etc. 
Consensus along Broadway is that 
the pit policy, a cross between the 


|stage shows of the Paramount and 





| 


| 


| 
| 


State, is a click, but that ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ wasn’t strong enough to carry 
it to an opening sock week. 

Strand isn’t hurting the Paramount 
one iota, but seemingly is knocking 
the State galley-west. Playing ‘The 


Texans’ second run and, on stage, 
Don Redman’s orchestra, plus Joe 


Laurie, Jr., and team of Raye and 
Naldi, the State opened poorly, and 
will finish the same way at about 
$12,500, much red. 


Against the $35,000 or better for 
the Strand and th> State’s blah biz, 
the Paramount on its second week 
of ‘Sing You Sinners’ and Phil Spi- 
talny, plus ZaSu Pitts, ending last 
ni~ht (Tues.) was $38,000. This is 
a powerful holdover week, being 
only $7,000 under the initial (open- 
ing) week’s $45,000. Par embarks 
on a third week today (Wed.), while 
the Strand goes into a second week 
with ‘Boy Meets Girl’ and Bernie 
Friday (2). 

Two muscular holdovers are the 
redoubtable ‘Alexander’ in its fourth 
week at the Roxy, and the honest 
little box office performer, ‘Four 
Daughters,’ which tonight (Wed.) 
ends its second (final) week at the 
Music Hill. ‘Alex’ is tearing along 
for a fourth week’s $52,000, and will 
hold another, being the first picture 
in the history of the Roxy to go five. 
Only six have been able to cover 
four. Through Sunday (28) the 
Roxy had played to 569,000 people 
and taken in $247,163. ‘Alex’ will 
call it a day after five weeks due to 


| booking commitments and congestion 


of product, 


‘Four Daughters’ is maintaining 


ifine second week strength at the Hall 


| for a possible $80,000. 


House brings 


lin ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ to- 
}morrow (Thurs.) for the Labor Day 


j; and 
|} Loves Has 


| Drummond in 


push. 

Meeting the stage show competi- 
tion from the Strand better than the 
State, the Capitol wil! hit $23,000 or 
over, not big but satisfactory, with 
‘I Am the Law.’ Taking the profit 
running, Cap brings in ‘Three 
Nancy’ tomorrow, rather 
than hold the Robinson starrer. 


Rialto tried out a new opening 
day for ‘Block-Heads’ bringing it 
in Saturday (27) and should do 


about $8,000, all right, on the week. 
Criterion jis weak with ‘Bulldog 
in Africa,’ about $6,000, 
but ‘Gladiator,’ nesting at the Globe 
will be excellent at $10,000 and hold 
over. Second (final) week of ‘Little 
Tough Guy’ at the Rivoli, ending 
last night (Tues.) was $7,000, mild, 
after a first week’s $12,500. ‘Letter 
of Introduction,’ on which the Riv is 
spending a lot, opens this morning 
(Wed.). 

Laying aside the first four days 
‘Marie Antoinette,’ during which 
passes are taken care of and sched- 

ling the weeks from Monday 
through Sunday, the first week of 
this $2 attraction at the Astor end- 
ing Aug. 28 dollars of 
315,200, virtu 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (2d First 
week ending Sunday night (28) 


was within 


capacity. 


WeEeK ). 


| 


| 
| 
| 





\“ 


V of $15,200, 
idicated 
(4.520: 25-35-55 
Law’ (Col). Comy 
Broadway but no kicks 
$23,000 or bit bette Last week, 
‘Rich Man, Poor Girl’ (M-G) a dud 
at only around $9,000. 
Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55) 


thin incne 


arun 1 


Capitol 
I Am the 


] 
K 


on 


‘Bull- 


log Drummond’ (Par). No steam be- 
hind this one; chugging hard to beat 
nild $6,000. Last week, ‘Army Girl’ 
(Rep) inder $5.000 poo! ; 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55 )—‘Gladiator’ 
(Col). Joe E. Brown comedy one of 
his best and hould do ery good 
$10,000 i hold In head, ‘Con- 
victed’ (Col) inder $5,000, 1 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Gateway’ 
(20th) and ‘Mother Carey’s Chickens’ 
(RKO), both 2d run, dualed. Com- 
bination bespeaks no better than 
$7,000, light. Last week, ‘Clitter- 


house’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘I’m from 
City’ (RKO) (st run), $6,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Sing, You Sinners’ (Par) and Phil 
Spitalny, plus ZaSu Pitts, in person 
(3d-final week). Starts on last lap 
today (Wed.), after second week's 
potent $38,000 and first seven days’ 
$45,000, also big. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 


60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Four Daughters’ 
(WB) and stage show  (2d-final 
week). On holding, very good at 


likely $80,000, compared to strong 
initial week’s grab of $90,000. ‘You 
Can't Take It with You’ (Col) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Block- 
Heads’ (M-G). Opened Saturday (27) 


and off well, probably $8,000 or 
shade better. ‘Woman Against 
Woman’ (M-G) went five days, 
under $5,000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-90) — 


‘Letter of Introduction’ (U). Opens 
here today (Wed.). Second (final) 
week of ‘Little Tough Guy’ (U) wags 
only $7,000, pale. First week, $12,500, 
okay. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Alex- 
ander’ (20th) and stage show (4th 
week). Remarkable staying qualities 
means $52,000 or over this week 
(4th), enabling picture plenty of 
margin to essay a fifth session, first 
time in history of house any picture 
will have gone more than four. The 
third week was $63,700, splendid. 

Strand — (2,767; 25-55-75) — ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ (WB) and, in person, Ben 
Bernie orchestra (1st week). Nut 
high opening week, including $12,000 
of advertising, but promising at 
$35,000 or better for fair profit. 
_— ow ya House was closed 
adown two days prior i 
Friday (26), sists 7 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Texans’ 
(Par) (2d run) and, on stage, Don 
Redman orchestra, Joe Laurie, Jr. 
and Raye and Naldi. It’s horrors 
here as patronage drops to around 
pt sa po of carmen. Last week 

giers’ ( ) (2d run) a é 
$27,000, fine. eileen 


‘ALEX,” $7,000, BETTER 
THAN OK IN OKLA. CITY 


; Oklahoma City, Aug. 30. 
_Town’'s exhibs showing more op- 
timism with grosses on upgrade for 
past two weeks. ‘Alexander’ set for 
town’s top at the Midwest. 
Estimates for This Week 








Criterion (Stan.) (1,300; 10-25-40) 
—‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB). Should do 
$6,000, above average. Last week, 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G), plenty good at 


| $6,500. 


| 


Liberty (Stan.) (1,200: 10-20-25)— 
‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) with ‘Keep Smil- 


ing’ (20th), four days, and Penrod's 
Double Trouble’ (WB) with ‘Mvs- 
tery House’ (FN), three days. Will 


get around $2,600, slightly over house 


average. Last week ‘Booloo’ (Par) 
with ‘Fast Company’ (MG), four 
days, and ‘Young Fugitives’ (U), 
with ‘Chaser’ (M-G), three days, not 


) hot at $2,100. 
Midwest (Stan.) (1.500; 10-25-40 )— 


‘Alexander’ (20th). Should do $7.000 
for crackerjack week Last week 
‘Texans’ (Par) $5,400, nics 

State (Noble) (1,100; 10-20-25)— 
‘Call of Yukon’ (Ren) and ‘Life Be- 
gins With Love’ (Rep) Will do 
$2,000. below par. Last week ‘Gladia- 
tor’ (Col) and ‘Romance On the Run’ 
(Rep), good at $2,800 

Tower (Stan.) (1,100; 10-25-35)— 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) Follow ne 
week run at Criterion and should 


suse average of $2.500. 


Bill’ (FN> fell off at 


come in for t 


1 ‘n 
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Tam. Chill Helps Philly Nabes, But 


Not Deluxers; ‘Algiers’ Clicking $16,000 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 

Cool, pleasant weather reacting fa- 
vorably on nabe grosses in past few 
weeks, but failing to give any ap- 
preciable boost to midtown houses. 
While figures in the de luxers are 
generally better than they were 
earlier in the summer, only a couple 
spots with strong product are show- 


ing any real ‘life. 

Top o’ the heap continues to be 
‘Alexander's Ragtime Band,’ now in 
its third stanza at the Stanley and 
doing better than $17,500. Good for 
One more lap. Next is the Aldine, 
which opened with ‘Algiers’ last 
Wednesday (24) after usual summer 
shuttering. Clicking with $16,000 and 
getting an unusually lucky break in 
the weather, as house is only down- 


towner not equipped with air-condi- 
tioning. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1.303: 42-57-68-75)— 
‘Algiers’ (UA). Week’s cool weather 
heaven-sent for this house, which 
opened last Wednesday (24) after 
summer shutdown. Only de luxer in 
town without air-conditioning. V. g. 
at $16,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2.350: 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB). Not up to 
usual standard, but oke $13,500. Last 
week, ‘Gateway’ (20th), $10,000. 

Earle (WB) (2.758; 25-37-42-57-68) | 
—‘Keep Smiling’ (20th) and Phil | 
Harris and his orch on stage. Lack 
of support for Harris’ name, not par- | 
ticularly strong here, causing house 
to slip somewhat this sesh, although | 
still on profit side at about $18,500. 
Last week, ‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and 
Tony Martin on boards, nice $20,500. 

Fox (WB) (2.423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Spawn of North’ (Par). Fish flick 
surprisingly oke at more than $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
(WB), weak $12,500. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-88) 
—‘Swiss Miss’ (M-G). Figured by 
WB execs too weak to start off any- 
where else, policy of continued run 
Karlton was shifted this week to 
take this on its preem lap here. Sub- 
stantiating pre-judgment with n. s. h. 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Letter’ (U) (2d 
run), fair $3,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870: 37-42-57-68)— 
*Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) (2d run). Not 
quite up to par with $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Crowd Roars’ (MG) (2d run), 
$3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 37-57-68-75) 





—‘Alexander’ (20th) (3d week). On 
expected skid, but still doing swell 
$17,500. Last week, second in town, 
clicked off very nifty $20,000. In for 
one more session before it is pushed 
out by ‘Carefree’ (RKO) on Sept. 8. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
*Reformatory’ (Col). Looks like 
house may be at last reacting to con- 
stant string of prison mellers. N. s. g. 
this turn at hardly better iina,, $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Racket Busters’ (WB), 
so-so $5,000 in eight days. 


AUTO BOOM UPS DET. 
BIZ; ‘MARIE’ $16,600 


Detroit, Aug. 30. 

Autumn film biz here is looking up 
with a vengeance, following eight 
months of generally brutal grosses. 
Film row’s returning optimism is 
predicated on .two undeniable fac- 
tors: recall of thousands of auto 
workers, as preparations get under 








for everybody hereabout who've 
been on relief past many months. | 
Film boys will get their share cf 


| cash, which figures to be plenty. 


Shortly after Labor Day figures to 
see reopening of UD’s other shut 
first-runner, the Madison. Also re- 
sumption of stage shows at 
Michigan, which has been dual pol- 
icv since June 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700: 30-40)— 
‘Little Tough Guy’ (U) plus ‘Lim- 
berlost’ (Mono), dual. Looks for 
1round $4,000, okay. House 
‘Sailing Along’ (GB) and ‘Wives Un- 
der Suspicion’ (UA) last week after 





‘Law’ So-So, $10,000 in 
Prov., ‘Chicks’ $7,000 


Providence, Aug. 30. 


‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ still 
big biz getter here in second week. 





| Gave Majestic biggest gross in years 


' in first week with zowie $15,000. 


| 
| 
} 


Loew's State looking forward to 


|}only fair $10,000 with ‘I Am the 


Law.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 


the | ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO) and ‘Sky 


Giant’ (RKO). May get good $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Wonderful Time’ (RKO) 


| and ‘Fast Company’ (M-G), $7,000. 


pulled | 
| Company’ (M-G), 


State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)—‘I 
Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Blockheads’ 
(M-G). Only fair $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and ‘Fast 


fair $10,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 


only five days, combo getting brutal | ‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d week). Biz 
$1,500. very strong for holdover and sure 
Fox (Indie) (5,000: 30-40-65)— | bet for $9,000, swell. Last week, 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d week) plus] same pic, record $15,000. 
Happy Felton topping vaude (3dj} *Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
weck). Still clicking off smartly at | ‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Main Event’ 
nearly $30,000, following terrif $42,- | (Col). Stepping along to $6,000, fair. 
500 last week. Last week, ‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par) 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000;| and ‘Show Goes On’ (Rep), so-so 


30-40-65) —‘Spawn of North’ (Par) 
plus ‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par), dual. 
Lifting house’s take to about $9.200 
pretty good in view of things. Last 
stanza so-so $7,000 for ‘Clitterhouse 
(WB) and ‘Shopworn Angel’ (M-G). 

Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 30-40-50) 


|—‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) (2d run) plus 


‘Army Girl’ (Rep), dual. Robinson 
opus moved here from Michigan; 
paced for $5,000, fairish. Last week 
better $5,200 for ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
(2a run) and ‘Racket Busters’ (WB). 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 30-40- 
55)—Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). 
Looks like smash $16,000 for this 
house, which reopened last week 
after two months of darkness. 
Flicker good for at least three weeks, 
maybe more. 


‘SPEED’-HEIDT 
RECORD 176 
IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 30. 
Horace Heidt orch, with ‘Speed to 








| Burn,’ is heading for 25-year house 


record at vaudfilm Lyric, with other 
theatres feeling the competish. 
Circle and Loew’s running about 
even, with former house in second 
week of ‘Alexander’s Ragiime Band’ 


'and latter dualling, ‘I Am the Law’ 
| and ‘Blockheads.’ 





| 


way on 1939 model cars, plus box | 


office activity at United Artists and 
Fox past two weeks. 

Both houses are playing the first 
of new season’s releases, ‘Marie An- 
toinette’ (M-G) at UA and ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band’ (20th) at the 
Fox, with both spots bidding fair to 
Surpass anything in past three or 
four years. 


‘Ragtime,’ now in second whopper. 


stanza at the Fox, exceeded all fig- 


ures of the past four years, in 
the matter of attendance, during its 
first session. Even topping the 


smash appearance of ‘Goose’ Goslin, 
following 1935 World’s Series when 
Tiger outfielder drove in winning 
run to give town its first world base- 
ball title in history. Flicker’s second 
stanza is likewise running well ahead 
of the usual h. o. pace. 


‘Antoinette’ reopened United De- | 


troit’s United Artists last Thursday 





(25), following two months of dark- | 


ness, and played to biggest first-day 
crowds since ‘Modern Times’ (UA) 
four years ago. Weekend saw sim- 
ilar activity, despite draught of 


Michigan State Fair’s all-star attrac- | 


tions, and house looks to terrif take 
for first stanza. Holdover certain. 

From the automotive angle, town’s 
prospects are equally bright. Motor 
moguls, readily given to hang crepe 
first eight months of this vear, have 
changed their tune and freely pre- 
dict increase of 25-40% -ale of 1939 
model cars, which'll be thrown on 
the market considerably earlier this 
fall, probably by Oct. 1-15. In past 
announcement date’s been around a 
month later. 

If predictions eventuate. and many 
in the auto trade believe they’re con- 
servative, it'll mean plenty of work 


Apollo barely in the black with 
‘Give Me a Sailor.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—Give Me Sailor’ (Par). Just 
so-so at $3,200. Last week, ‘Letter’ 
(U) and Devil's Party’ (U), in 
second week moved from Circle, 
fair at $3,200. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d week). 
Holding up nicely at $7,000. Last 
week, pic exceeded expectations to 
turn in socko $14,500, best week of 
year for house. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—I Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Blockheads’ 
(M-G). Mediocre $6,800. Last week, 
‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and ‘Chaser’ 
(M-G), sickly $4,300, worst in weeks. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th) and Horace 
Heidt orch. Answer to showman’s 
prayer with terrific $17,000, setting 
an all-time high. Last week, ‘Gate- 
way’ (20th) and vaude, under aver- 
age at $7,500. 


| 


! 





$5,500. 


SAILOR’ K. C. 
SOLO FAIR 76 


Kansas City, Aug. 30. 

Mild is the tempo on theatre row, 
with the Esquire turning in the most 
outstanding -_ results. This house 
opened last week as Fox-Widwest’s 
bid for the de luxe trade, with ‘Alex- 
ander’ as the draw. House continues 
right on into second week with but 
only a few dollars difference daily 
from first week. 

Rufe Davis is helping the Tower-to 
a sturdy figure, and this house leads 
the rest of the pack. Films at the 
Midland and Newman are in the 
average groove. 

It’s the calm before the storm, as 
all houses break out with top notch 
attractions for the Labor Day week- 
end and the opening of the new fall 








show season. RKO opens. the 
Orpheum Friday (3). 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 15- 
25-40-55) — ‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d 


week). Imitating the pace set last 
week, when it opened this little 
de luxer for Fox, $8,800 current week, 
which, following on the $9,500 of last 
week, points to a third week’s run. 


Midland Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—I Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col), doubled. Going along to aver- 
age $7,800. Last week, ‘Rich Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Blockheads’ (M-G), 
twin-billed, average, too, at $7,800. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par). Takes the 
helm single-featured. Bringing fair 
$7,000 into port. Last week, ‘Racket 
Busters’ (WB), solo, started well but 
tamed down to average $7,000. 


Tower (Fox-Midwest) (2,200; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Devil's Party’ (U) and 
vaude headed by Rufe Davis. Bill 


cut to six days to allow for pre- 
holiday opening with Jan Garber. 
Short week will see around $9,500, 
satisfactory though under mark of 
past couple of shows here. Last 
week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO) and 
Gene Austin heading stage bill. 
$12,000, handsome. 

Uptown (Fox-Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40 )—‘Texans’ (Par). Actually a 
third week, as film stood two weeks 
in its initial downtown showing at 
Newman. Biz good on this one, 
likely $3,300. Last week, ‘Carey’s 
Chickens’ (RKO), day-and-date with 
Tower, off-key at $2,700. 





Marie's 


Pepping Up Cleve. With 


Great $18.500; 4's Crowd Good 126 





Cleveland, Aug. 30. 
Fall ice being broken by ‘Marie 
Antoinette,’ which is roaring away 
to highest summer gross for Loew’s 
State and adding impetus to new 
season. First 13 showings were ca- 
pacity houses, something not seen 


hereabouts since last winter. 

Next best money-maker is ‘Four’s 
a Crowd,’ going on all cylinders at 
Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-55) — 





‘Alexander’ (20th). Third week after | 


shift from Hipp, but making sweet 
music at $8,500. Last week, ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th), amiable $3,500 on 
split-week. 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 20-30-35) | ‘Texans’ 


—‘Crime Ring’ (RKO) and ‘Main 


Event’ (Col). 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i 
} 


On Leathernecks,’ dualed, 
$2,100. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 15-40-55 )— 
‘Four’s a Crowd,’ (WB). Smart, fast 
comedy shooting for $12,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), on 
h.o., held up through heat for ex- 
cellent $11,200. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-40-55) 

‘Racket Busters’ (WB). Not a 
record-buster, but enough excite- 
ment to reach good $10,400. Last 
week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO), 
$9,500, satisfactory. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-40-55)— 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). Nothing 
to approach it, with standees over 
weekend and everybody boosting it 
to a fare-thee-well. All the ear- 
marks of a great $18,500. Last week, 
(Par), $10,000, fair. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972); 


okay 


30-40- 


Pair of okay action! 55)—‘Rich Man’ (M-G). Simple yet 


mellers down house’s alley; neat | bright farce drawing family trade, 


$2,200 for four 
‘Highway Patrol’ 


days. Last week, 
(Col) and ‘Come 


$4,500. Last week, ‘Fast Company’ 
(M-G) went to nice $5,500. 





Mpls. Yens Flesh, Million’-Bowes 





== 


Good for Big $12,000; ‘Alex’ 86 24 


Spotty Baltimore Biz; 
‘Tce’-Vaude Hit $18,000 


Baltimore, Aug. 30. 

Spotty doings here, with leaders 
extra bullish and laggers trailing 
along dolefully. Hipp, ballyhooing 
its seventh anniversary of combo 
policy under Izzy Rappaport, and 
coupling an extra heavy vaude line- 
up headed by Frances Langford and 





| Red Skelton to ‘Breaking Ice’ pack- 


ing them in with bango $18,000 in 
sight. 
Second week of ‘Alexander’ also 


getting continued extra strong play 


| at New, with profit making $8,500 in- 





dicated. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Woman’ (M-G). 
gish at $5,500. Last week, ‘Rich Man’ 
(M-G), n.g. $5,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15-25-35-40-55 ) ‘Breaking Ice’ 
(RKO) and vaude. Anniversary stage 
show headed by p.a. of Frances 
Langford and Red Skelton. Leading 
town with biggest take in weeks, 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Army Girl’ 
(Rep) and Sammy Kaye orch, very 
mild $8,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par). 
Opened yesterday (Mon.) after three 
weeks of ‘Letter’ (U). Latter got 
satisfying grand total of $13,300 for 


15- 


run. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding up in boom style with 


profitable $8,500 indicated after rec- 
ord opening session of $10,700. Third 
week set. 


Stanley (WB) (3.250; 15-25-35-40- 
55) — ‘Racket Busters’ (WB). Get- 
ting extra heavy support from 
Hearst-owned News-Post and some 
mild trade to possible $6,000. Last 


week, ‘My Bill’ (WB), n.g. $4,300. 





BOYER, $32,000, 


CAREFREE’ 256, 
IN BOSTON 


Boston, Aug. 30. 

Banner week for film managers, 
with ‘Algiers’ socking a big tally at 
the Loew houses; ‘Carefree’ is stand- 
ing ’em at Keith Memorial; and 
‘Alexander’ holding a surprisingly 
hot pace in its third week at the 
Met. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th), dual. N.s.h. 


at $5,000. Last week, ‘Texans’ (Par) 
and ‘Penrod’ (WB), double, second 
run, $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 
‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO), 
Dandy $25,000. Last week, ‘Gateway’ 
(20th) and ‘Army Girl’ (Rep), dual, 
poor $11,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 25-35- 
40-55 )—‘Alexander’ (20th) and ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th), dual (3d wk). Hold- 
ing steady gait to about $22,000. 
Second week very good $24,700. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Algiers’ (UA) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(M-G), dual. Good $18,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and 
‘City Streets’ (Col), double, second 
week, dandy $15.000. 


dual. 


| 
| 
| 


| holding over at the State for a 


Slug- |} 


| 
} 
! 
| 
| 


_ ... Minneapolis, Aug. 39 
Proximity to month’s end br 


somewhat of a boxoffice letdows® 
but grosses still are far above the 
depression par, as_ result of the 
strong product. With ‘Alexander 


ond week and ‘Little Tough Guy 
failing to keep the Century 


prom- 

inently on the boxoffice map the 
Orpheum, thanks to a stage show 
Major Bowes’ International Reyye 
plus a new picture, ‘I'll Give a Mj): 
lion,’ is leading the pack by wide 
margin and will finish with flying 
colors. 2 
After a sensational initial canto, 


‘Alexander’ continues to 1 
] 


nt 
Miain @ 


highly profitable gait, alt igh well 
under that of the first days, 
‘Letter of Introduction,’ in third 
downtown week, is keeping the 
World well in the black 
Estimates for This Week. 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-25) — 


‘Saint in New York’ (RKO) and ‘Mr. 
Chump’ (WB), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Danger on Air’ (U) and ‘High- 


way Patrol’ (Col), also dual first- 
runs. Looks like satisfactory $1,400, 
Last week, ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par) and ‘Passport Husband’ (20th), 
dual ffirst-runs, split with ‘City 
Streets’ (Col) and ‘Pride of West’ 
(Par), also dual first-runs, $1,600, 
good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 25- 


35-40 )—‘Little Tough Guy’ (U) Mixed 


opinions regarding this one not 
helping boxoffice; lucky to stretch to 
mild $3,500. Last week. ‘Andy 


Hardy’ (M-G (2d week). $5,500. good 
after splendid $10,000 first week at 
State. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 35- 
40-55)—T'll Give Million’ (20th) and 
Bowes’ International Revue on stage. 
Public seems eager for stage enter- 
tainment and stage show is pulling 
them in. It’s the first Bowes unit 
here in a number of months and the 
boxoffice is benefiting accordingly; 
heading toward big $12.000. Last 
week, ‘Clitterhouse’ (FN), $6,000, 
good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d week) 
plus Princess Wahletka, seeress, ag 
an added attraction on the holdover. 
The best film boxoffice tonic in many 
a moon. Enjoyed such a tremendous 
rst week that they had to hold it 
over here instead of following usual 
procedure and moving it over to 
Century for extended first-run. Fine 
$8,000 indicated on top of stupendous 
$15.000 first week. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—'Star 
Is Born’ (UA) (reissue). House do- 


th 


{ing nicely with reissues that have 


| often at lower scales. 


| 


ifor second week, is still strong. 


played downtown once or more 
Satisfactory 
Last week, “Treas 


$700 in prospect. 
(reissue), $800, 


ure Island’ (M-G) 
nice. . 

Uptown (Par) (1,200: 25-35)—‘Miss 
Broadway’ (20th). First neighbor- 
hood showing, en route to good 
$3.000. Last week, ‘Wonderful Time’ 
(RKO) split with ‘Shopworn Angel’ 
(M-G). $2.800. okeh. 

World (Steffes) (290: 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Letter of Introduction’ (U) (3d 
week). Continues to build and 
should top its first week (second 
downtown) at this house); good 
$1,600 indicated. Last week, $1,500, 
good after $5,500 first week at Or- 
pheum. 


RICH MAN’-VAUDE AMS 
HYPO BUFFALO, $20,000 


Buffal>, Aug. 30. 
Two hold-overs and Bowes unit 
are showing their heels to box office 
depression here this week. 


‘Alexander,’ switched to the Lakes 
Ams 








‘at Buffalo are again demonstrating 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 25-35- 
40-55) —‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and 
‘Speed to Purn’ (20th), dual. Tame | 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Texans’ (Par) 


and ‘Penrod’ (WB), double, second 
run, medium $7,300. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Penrod (WB), 
double, third 
week, ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and ‘Pro- 
fessor Beware,’ dual, second run, 
pale $5,300. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 25-35-40-55 )— 


‘Algiers’ (UA) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(M-G), double. Gord $14,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Crowd Roars’ 


(M-G) and ‘City Streets’ (Col). dual, 
second week, very good $12,000. 





"BO DAVIS MIFFED 


Par Pays $107 For Technical Labor, 
Sues For 50G 








Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 

Jeff Davis, self-styled ‘King of 
Hoboes,’ filed suit in superior court 
for $50,000 against Paramount, 
claiming his work as technical ad- 
visor on hobo scenes in ‘The Ar- 
kansas Traveler’ is worth that much. 

Davis declares he was paid only 
$107 for his work and refused $47 
for overtime. 


continued popularity of this type of 
show here, while holdover of ‘Tough 


'Guy’ at Lafayette looks to garner 
| first-class figure. 


un. Fair $6,000. Last | 


Estimates for This Week _ 

Buffalo (Shea) (3.500; 30-35-50)— 
‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and Bowes unit 
Zocming to top brackets, which may 
mean $20,000. Last week ‘Alexan- 
der’ (20th), terrific $23.000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep) and ‘Mr. Moto 
(20th). Showing slight increase '" 
pace over preceding stanza. Perhaps 
$6.000. Last week ‘Racket Buster® 
(WB) and ‘Speed to Burn (20th), 
fair $5,100. 50) 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-2 


|—‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d_ wk’. alee 
/cellent h.o. business, W yey Last 

ion: i i € $12,000. = 
tions pointing to great ailor’ (Par), 


week ‘Give Me a > 900 
bogeed down to very bad $4,200. ep 
Hipp (Shea) (2.100: 25-40)— Ke 


. ° é . m- 
Smiling’ (20th) and ‘Bulldog ee 
probab!s 


mond’ (Par). Very slow, P ae 
around $4,500. Last week BE dade 
| (20th) and ‘Mr. Chump’ (WB). oor 
days for this due to house c! an oe 
installation of new sound. FO” 
$4 400. » tee 

Lafayette (Ind) (3.300: 25-35 
‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Midnent 
truder’ (U) (2d wk). Should sn°" 


|} around $7,500, nice. 


Last week great 
$12,000. 
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;: I believe ‘Four Daughters’ is the best picture of my career” 


Guy J. L. Warner 


. the VICE-PRESIDENT IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION 


show, 
revue FOR WARNER BROS. 
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4 JOHN GARFIELD 


plays Mickey 


John Garfield is the film find of 
the year! N. Y. Daily Mirror 


John Garfield is sensational! 
M. P. Herald 
John Garfield gives a perfor- 
mance seldom equalled! 
N. Y. World-Telegram 
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REY LYNN 


plays Felix 


Jeffrey Lynn clicks decisively! 


N. Y. Journal American 
Jeffrey Lynn triumphs! 4. Y. Times 


Jeffrey Lynn is outstanding! 


Showmen’s Trade Review 
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‘The rave of the city, to read the critics, is 


‘FOUR DAUGHTERS’ at the Music Hall. 


It gives your emotions a workout ... Pictures 


like “FOUR DAUGHTERS’ will put Bank 


Night out of business.” 


Perry Bsc ee 


‘FOUR DAUGHTERS,’ a Radio City holdover, is representative of 


the exceptional program made available to the Industry Drive by 


WARNER BROS. 
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8 St. Martia’s Place, Trafalgar Square Cable Address: VARIFTY. LONDON 
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London Manager Group Loses Fight | 


+ 


To Eliminate Cut Prices for Shows 


London, Aug. 22. 

Looks like the West End Managers 
Assn.’s determined stand against 
what they called the curse of the 


— See 





Cobian to Do Spanish Pic 
For 20th on Return to U.S. | 


Ramos Cobian, who produced ‘My | 


} 
eae | 
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U.S. 
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Legislation Being Lined Up 
as Yank Government’s 
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Telephone Temple Bar 6041-5042 











Possible Loss of 





Dutch East Indies Up 


Mex Expropriation of U. S. Distrib 
STAIRS Held Unlikely by U.S. Biggies Due To 


Worker Indemnity 


es — — 


theatre, the two-for-one-racket, pri-| Two Loves,’ Spanish language fea- | Anti-Trust Suit Becomes Possibility of zovernment takeove 
v~ inaugurated in England by]|ture for Paramount distributi ° or confiscation of United States dis- 
marily inaugura _ . aramoun istribution, 1s TQ De. 1? * i C tale | 
Payne-Jennings & Killik, has proved expected back from Puerto Rico| increasingly rom Seen l S.i IX Due to China Dip tribution of pictures in Mexico is a 
a flop. The leaders of the opposition | early next month after inspecting Under—Worst Attacks Batavia, West Java. Aug. 15. dim possibility, according to Ameri- 
“he Tennent and} his large circuit of theatres that r « ‘an fil officials familié rith the 
to the scheme, H. M. s larg atres in that Come from Mere UE wicteres thin Gees l™ ilm icials familiar with 
Bronson Albery, were the first to] country. He heads the United Thea- ™ New South | cenaiahiter wit? Fos listribut “ae ituation in that country. While 
preak away, and are now operating tres circuit, reputedly the biggest Wales, South Australia | P eee ae vine mgeiiend industries, such as petroleum 
‘George and Margaret’ at the Picca-} chain there. —_ | Netherlands Indies this year be-|or sugar manufacturing, may be 


with 


a Clause in their contracts, claiming 
managers have no right to tell the 
authors what to do with their brain 
children after the managers have 
finished with them. 


BRAZIL EYES 2 U. S. COS. 

















ENGLAND 


London, Aug. 22. 


Charles L. Tucker’s recent trip to 
America has resulted in lineup of 


utor interests lined up, and now 
there is a possibility that the Gov- 
ernment of Australia will enter the 
field on an Imperial quota, obviously 
aimed at U. S. distribs. 

Exhibitors have seized on the Amer- 
ican government’s civil suit against 
big producer-distribs as an excellent 





IN FINNISH 
MARKET 








dilly on a half-price basis, Cobian will head for the Coast |}cause of anticipated dip in Chinese| taken over by the labor government, 
others of the bunch to fall into line. | shortly after returning to the U. S.| EXHIB PEEVES AIRED picture imports. Last year, Amer-|ard more or less operated success- 
Reason for the change of attitude to begin production on his initial lican films represented 64.5°, of all| fully, there would be no particular 
is traced to ‘Housemaster, which, | Spanish languager for 20th-Fox. = pictures exhibited in Netherlands| advantage gained in adopting such 
after a very successful run at the | —_ Sydney, Aug. 30. Indies and closest competitor wa . policy on film :listribution, they 
Lyric, was taken over by Payne- ital ae alan ' China. believe 
Jennings & Killik and run at t..| i : . wed ene = Sharp drop is anticipated in Chi- One outstanding factor against 
j Aldwych at cheap rates for another | trust monopoly suit against major | nese-made productions because of]|such a move is the fact that em- 
10 months, bringing in the author an companies and affiliates in the | Sino-Japanese conflict. ployees Who are members of labor 
additional 08 tee Auth a United States is being increasingly — om |unions would lose their highly 
is res in the Authors Assn. ; i salus : haven , rorce 
This resultec Bagg egy — felt in Australia. South Australia. valuable indemnities now in force. 
opposing the West End managers ; | This protects film exchange workers 
ruling about cheaper prices, with ' New South Wales and West Australia | 'so adequately tha labor party 
playwrights declining to accept such all have legislation affecting distrib- ® a 


| groups probably would not think of 
losing it. 

| Any worker receives 90 days’ pay 
|if discharged. If he has been em- 
| ployed for one year he receives 21 
| days’ additional pay. The 21-day 
| extra allowance is granted for every 
| additional year he works. Some em- 
| ployees have been on the job for 
| American distributors for 15 to 16 


/25 Yank acts for England. Those! opportunity to bring forward their ——= ees 

AFTER COFFEE KIDDING | aireaay signatured, with others to} pet peeves against foreign distribu- ey earning 
follow, are Winter Sisters, opening | tors, bulk of whom are American Washington, Aug. 30. | A. L. Pratchett, divisional mana- 
Palladium Sept. 5, with General The- |! companies. They have prodded poli- Popularity of American pictures) ger for Paramount in Central Amer- 
Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 18. | atres Corp. tour to follow; Olive|ticians and government men into|in Finland was attested Monday| ica, who's entirely familiar with the 


Stern editorials in newspapers 
here, directed against two American 
producing outfits for alleged anti- 
coffee propaganda, followed reports 
that the Department of National 





White, at the Trocadero restaurant, 
and then into Tucker’s vaudeville 
unit for 25-week run; Bob Bromley, 
Trocadero, Sept. 19, then Berkeley 


action in several states already, and 
others doubtlessly will 
from later. 

Worst threats so far are in South 

















be heard | 





(29) in a report from the American 
| Consulate at Helsinki to the De- 
| partment of Commerce, that only 


Mexican situation because of his rep- 
resentation of American companies 
in Mexican union dealings several 
|; years ago, does not anticipate any 





and Savoy hotels, with 16 weeks for! Australia and New South Wales be- | three out of 92 U. S. films were! move to nationalize or confiscate the 

ee yg oe = green Gic; Paul Draper at the Coliseum, cause of their large number of the- | thrown out by the Finnish film | film distribution business in that 

produced by Columbia ls ond | in October, doubling into the Cafe de | atres and big populations. In South | censorship bureau. Hollywood prod- | ¢ untry. Pratchett believes the Mex- 
a S Farias awe . ~ . . . a —e 7 A i. ‘ ens _ 

First National. Pictures not named | Paris; Carr Bros. and Betty open in| Australia, the government is pro- | uct accounted for more than half! ican labor group to be too sensible to 


but are supposed to be productions | 


in which ‘Miss Iced-Coffee’ festival 


October for GTC; Loper and Barratt, 
Savoy hotel, Nov. 14, for four weeks, 


ceeding on legislation covering the 
proposed 25% right of rejection on 


of the 165 feature-length pictures 


| reviewed during the first half of the | 


adopt any such plan. 
Understood that any such attempt 


in New York was kidded. | with Continental date. to follow. | pictures, a plan to halt block book- ‘current year, according to the re-; Would mean the withdrawal of U. S. 
Brazil is spending considerably on! Other U. S. acts set so far are ing, limit theatre construction and | port. : ; Pe |companies and shutting off of film 
coffee propaganda. Whether any 'Sarah Ann McCabe, at the Ritz | other means of attempting to thwart With America taking the lead, |* pply. The few films and supplies 
action on banning the films, or|and Trocadero for November; Ray | distributor interests. _There are sev- re ie ne ™ adeits " - - 29 film ’; taken over would mean only a tem- 
cracking down on the two com-| Wilbert, Coliseum, November; Paul | eral good-sized circuits in this prov- + i "8 with the comainias 33 | porary gain for those putting such 
panies for showing the pictures in| Kirkland, opening for GTC in Janu-| ince Moe aes mega would pre- | «ns “eiiins . Finnish and 25/4 Plan into effect. 
question will be taken, remains un-| ary, and Peters Sisters, Palladium, | fer bloc —"s a yee foreign. features.. Second quarter| Any nationalization of the film 
decided. American distributors here | and GTC circuit, with Charles For- enemas omg 4 hohe tapi Prague of 1938 saw a marked increase| business, as applie! to theatres, 
will not comment on the incident | sythe’s vaudeville unit. proposat may an oy ame waysice. —|/in the number of pix reviewed | would not injure American interests 


though hopeful that it is a misunder- 


standing on the part of government | 











In New South Wales, the govern- 
ment is nearly ready to introduce 





the Censorship Bureau ogling 98 





because houses are operated vir- 











" . . ° Pee : during the second three months} tually 100% by Mexican business- 
eieials, Givot Picon Click a bss legislation, together with of the year as compared with 49 dur- | men. ° 
4 iin ae gear e' ing the second quarter of 1937. In 
s : hae es Je , Februar d March, 67 
Mex Commish Named London, Aug. 30, | Would halt future theatre building. yen staked ‘films en re- FILM ON COPENHAGEN 
T ee k ; ce dor’ | Lf new quota law is passed, it will | Viewed 
0 Settle Labor Snags George Givot, “Greek ambassador’ |}. the third for this state. None so Os , 
comedian, was well received at the! ¢.. pas lished th enerted Three pictures which failed to T0 ARK CENTENNIAL 
Mexico City, Aug. 30. Palladium here. Molly Picon, Yid- | ee, eae aster make the grade were all of the 
Row between picture »roducers | 4:.), di : pote te iff purpose of forcing American distri- | , anester tyve’ American consul _ 
aad exhibitors for supremac yo dish comedienne, went over terrific- | bution companies to enter Aussie gangs ype, é [ONS ; 
Ss for supremacy of two | ajly at the Holborn. | added. 


Workers’ unions, which boycotted a 
Couple of productions and promised 
to send the industry to the bow- 
wows, has been settled with inter- 





Russ Denny and Jack Curtis got 





|} poor reception at the Coliseum. 


| il 





| production field or at least to assist 
| local producing financially 
| good-sized scale. 


West Australian 


on a 


government is 


| 
| night weekly for family trade with 
} 
| 


Else Skouboe Rehearses 


20. 
plans to 


Copenhagen, Aug. 
Nordisk Film 

| 
| produce a big feature about Copen- 
| hagen next year since the Danish 


Kompagni 


vention of the Confederation of | ’ k bringing up legislation to permit one | J*or Anderson’s ‘Masque’ | ca ital wi : é 5 If an- 
: & : S 1 s apital will celebrate its 100th an 
€xican workers. | De Leon s Ta cover ‘ A |niversary in 1940. Thomas Heile 
Laborites are to be directed by a | London, Aug. 23. a minimum admission of 12c. Spe- ; Copenhagen, Aug. 30. | will produce, while Sven Methling 
hational commish with facilities for | When Jack de Leon takes over the | cial act proposed by Premier Will- | Else Skouboe, Danish actress sought | wil] direct. 
handling most any work difficulty. | Embassy theatre, Swiss Cottage, next cock would make distributor con- | for a lead role in ‘I Am Different,’ in| ‘Tax-free film about the 150th an- 
| month, he will run it in conjunction tracts bind pose ane st ae which Tallulah Bankhead is now|niversary of the Danish farmer's 
| with his Q theatre at Kew. The lat- admissions. eighborhood theatres | starring on a U. S. road tour, is cur- freedom recently was finished by 


Lapiniere Back to Paris 





desiring family nights now are pre- 


| ' : , , 
ter will be used, as formerly, for | talk teen aeeitiaar Pea A sas rently rehearsing for Maxwell An-| Nordisk Film. 
Eli Lapiniere, European publicity | weekly tryouts of new plays, and a teams She - tae, pesados of rie | derson's ‘Masque of Kings.’ | pucesaiaidneipiiaaiiiaa 
— for Metro, received his first | these will move up to the Embassy | ron torbiddine thar teas below | Miss Skouboe was prevented from ; 
merican citizenship papers before! the following week. , '95¢. claim exhibitors. Distributors | Playing in the American show be- Von Haverbeck in N y 
Sailing today (Wednesday) for! The first of these new plays is a) “9S © oa nnot | Cause she was unable to get labor » 9 
Pari e ii ie ‘DP , o toes ae 4 say pacts read that exhibs cannot | *“* ee . nla = 
iS. |comedy, ‘Room for Two,’ by Gilbert : : . ermit Bale 
H : show for less than 25c. except on Permit 
e has been in N. Y. for the last, Wakefield. Cast will be headed by ouwtain features A. Von Haverbeck, managing di- 
our weeks conferring with home| Elsie Randolph, musical comedy star, a se “eC for United Cinema C td 
Office officials ‘s : an ‘aigh art Biggest threat is regarded as being : : rector for United Cinema Co., Ltd., 
Clals, | playing her first straight part. pa eat SS a ? iy 4 In Sickness and in Health Siam, which handles RKO pictures in 
(tie iecepesdicibnsiiaicmeiineineis | as apes wrapped up in the chance that an : “4 “ais 
| Imperial quota would be set up for Mexico City. Aug. 20 Siam and Straits Settlement, arrived 
. Miex Distrib C L d Pl ere But inside informe- Fernando de Fuentes, Mexican pic oft eg , ne e pie: 7 es Co t 
Spanish productions made in Mex- urrent on on ays tion is that distributors have an ade- ture director. and hi wife were tre Pahieys ana a Visi : © 
. ; : ac I arin wer oO hic wu nm if rieke m1 aneouciv wit ary aces 
li by Fernando de Fuentes (With Dates When Opened) quate il \ ; I n tn when and if it tric ke n = ogg yUSILY with ippen- brit , ' =~ 
Wi be dist j [aia af Baw. | i 4 0oeoeee.—,./_cc becomes a law diciti it their 1iOme here ted 1} reiea I I - 
| ; Stril >( ; »x- , ‘ : 
| ico b ‘stributed outside of Mex , Ber ea ccladae . ” | vil L RKO ; 
| ; yY Universal. Deal was made French it 7 ; F An ambulance rushed both to a’, ‘ 
ast J > , ~ 46 t | Vv thes were peratec NO un ie 
wee . > P ‘ - Sp i Ww t ney We! opera j 
| ei kK by J. H. Seidelman, for- | “Robert s wife.” Glole—> 3 MEX 10,000-SEAT AUD Os ar aaa Sia Ga, eid 
gn chief of U M ; \l ( \ | : ne ime time on adjoinin 
epLioaale 7 16 Mexico City, Aug. 30 Thev P out of danger ; 
MOLLE Gate dates Aeotine Maree 2h "S Plans have been completed by the Pratchett Sails to C. A. 
R QUITS DANE THEATRE Wild Oats.’ Prince \ s federal and municipal governments A | ov — } 
‘D a i eB Bias 7 @ ; anes , oO : A . rPratcnett, & ry a l- 
| A Copenhagen, Aug. 20. ‘Banana Ride rand \ a, “3 , ;for construction of an audit riun Bentham Gets Pole Rep i eteccai dee ; . ' 
- (ilorious rele ven aay = at cari acouetic chell 510 nan . Ol ‘ s 2A Ud, 
7 Ndreas Moller, director of the Spring Meeting.’ Amt May 31, seating 10,000, with acoustic hell ae ere ios edate 2 lk cs 
nish nat ‘ ‘e * wear 3s similar to that of the Hollywood ssihag ryu, ISN agent, nas been | WwW Ha ’ 
ional theatre for years,| % ' 2 , 10 | named Warsaw ren of M.S. Be office confab ails next Saturday 
? = Tesigned for a post with the) ene ee io darket—June 18 | Bowl, in Chapultepec park, largest joe ney ee ” | 3p 4 | 
| Ministry of education. He had for- ilden Boy. St. J June 2 | public playground here, for the open ‘4M, wew York agent, : 
: merly been with the latter. | l W ) - W y \ iir presentation of operas, D illets F rya job will be to cout | . v : poi = 
Li € new director is Hegermann | 16 Ke folk dances, concerts and pageants. | talent anc script a oe ae on . pe 
indencrone, department head inthe | Th | oii t ti Construction is scheduled to start He | "T — ee . en 
Ministry of education “Last 1 h.’ S Aug. 11, in October, reK, @ play. i & . NEE 
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GEORGE J. SCHAEFER 
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NEIL AGNEW 

JOHN BALABAN 
JOSEPH BERNHARD 
GEORGE E. BROWNE 
JOHN DANZ 

J. J. FITZGIBBONS 

Y. FRANK FREEMAN, SR. 
R. E. GRIFFITH 

M. B. HORWITZ 

M. A. LIGHTMAN 
CHARLES MOSKOWITZ 
JOHN J. O’CONNOR 
ROBERT J. O’DONNELL 
H. M. RICHEY 
GRADWELL L. SEARS 
JOSEPH M. SEIDER 
EDWIN SILVERMAN 
SPYROS SKOURAS 
HERMAN WOBBER 
NATHAN YAMINS 


* 


FRANK C. WALKER 
Treasurer 


HAROLD B. FRANKLIN 
Business Manager 
PAUL GULICK 


Campaign Co-ordinator 


JAMES CLARK 
Physical Distribution 


AGNES MENGEL 
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Purchasing Committee 
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National Headquarters Moti 
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Cooperation of Theatre Men Is 
Advance Guarantee of Success 
For the Industry Drive 


As Chairman of “Motion Pictures’ Greatest Year Drive,’ I feel that it is 
appropriate not to let another day go by before offering the thanks of the entire 
industry to the theatre men of America and Canada for their marvelous, whole- 
hearted co-operation in planning and getting under way the biggest concerted 
undertaking that the motion picture business, in all its branches, has ever 
participated in. 


The independent theatre owners, the circuit operators and exhibitors in the 
smallest situations have already earned—and hereby receive—the grateful 
appreciation of the General Committee which is now in a position to foresee 
positively the sweeping success which we all hoped for from the first conception 
of the idea behind the Drive. 


In all my years in picture business I have never known anything like the 
enthusiasm, the hard work and the prompt financial support with which the 
theatre men of the country rallied as one to aid the Drive and what it stands 
for. 


To my way of thinking, one of its most remarkable aspects is the fact that 
all this has been accomplished in the incredibly short period of thirty days... 
which in itself shows what can be achieved when concentrated force is put 
behind industry activity. 


Theatre owners have been and always will be the backbone of our busi- 
ness and there can be no serious or lasting crisis in an industry, which can 
so speedily and effectively throw its resources and energies behind a plan for 
mutual help. 


“Motion Pictures’ Greatest Year” is an enterprise not only important to the 
film industry but is a move which the whole structure of American business 
must watch with a vigorous interest. I believe that when the Drive is over, 
the actual box-office benefits will be so marked and the goodwill built, so wide- 


spread that the entire business world will see in it a new record for co- 
operation in any industry. 


It is the theatre men alone who have made this possible. 


For on them 
rests the duty of putting the Drive over. 


And thus far, no work has been too 


hard . . . no demands too great. 
The General Committee looks forward to the next four months with utmost 
confidence, knowing that the hardest task... that of building and sustaining 


public interest . . . is in the capable hands of the theatre operator. 


We have tried to give him every helo. The producers have expedited their 
finest product for early release. We have launched an energetic publicity and 
advertising campaign to the public. We have given the theatre operator, we 
believe, sound exploitation facilities in the pressbook which has already been 
mailed countrywide. We are confident that he will keep his own efforts at 
maximum acceleration up to the day the Movie Quiz Contest closes. 


We expect that box-office business will very definitely be on a noticeable 
upbeat long before the contest's closing date. The year 1939 will begin with 
the keenest public interest our industry has ever enjoyed. Because of the 


drive, motion pictures will indeed be more vital to the average man than at 
any other time. 


And the thanks of everyone whose lives touch motion pictures .. . from 
the studio personnel who makes them, to the public who sees them... will 
be grateful to those who have really made the Drive a success .. . the theatre 


owners of America. 


George J. Schaefer 
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Contact Your Regional 
Chairman for Authentic 
Information 


CITY REGIONAL 
CHAIRMAN 

Albany ...----s++e: SI FABIAN, Palace Theatre 
Albany, N. Y. 

Atlanta ...eceseees W. K. JENKINS, 512 Walton Bldg. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Boston ..cccccseess MAX LEVENSON, 294 Washington St. 
Boston, Mass. 

a VINCENT McFAUL, 646 Main St. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Charlotte ..... .H. F. KINCEY, 154 Walton St., N. W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

CIMCASE cccccvecers EDWIN SILVERMAN, 549 N. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, III, 

Cincinnati ........ MAURICE WHITE, Keith Theatre Bldg. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Cleveland ......... MOE HORWITZ, 2108 Payne Ave. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

PRIA: £6840 tea ees R. E. GRIFFITH, Tower Petroleum Bldg. 
Dallas, Texas 

DORVOE cciasacccces RICK RICKETON, 1631 Glenarm St. 
Denver, Colo. 

Des Moines........ RALPH BRANTON, Capitol Theatre Bldg. 
Des Moines, Iowa 

| errerrr ee H. M. RICHEY, 1001 Fox Theatre Bldg. 
Detroit, Mich. 

Jacksonville ....... B. B. GARNER, Box 1017 
Lakeland, Fla. 

Kansas City....... ELMER RHODEN, Fox Midwest Theatre Agency Corp. 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Los Angeles ....... CHARLES P. SKOURAS, Fox West Coast Theazes 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Louisville ......... S. J. SWITOW, Kentucky Theatre Bldg. 
Louisville, Ky. 

CS ae rere ee M. A. LIGHTMAN, 138 So. Main St. 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Milwaukee ........ H. J. FITZGERALD, Fox Midwest Theatres 


Milwaukee, Wisc. 
....W. A. STEFFES, World Theatre Bldg. 
Minneapolis, Minn, 


Nashville ......... TONY SUDEKUM, Crescent Amusement Co. 
Nashville, Tenn, 


Minneapolis ... 


New Haven........ JACK FISHMAN, 134 Meadow St. 
New Haven, Conn, 

New Orleans....... N. L. CARTER, Tudor Theatre Bldg. 
New Orleans, La. 

New York ...... .. JOSEPH M. SEIDER, 1501 Broadway 


New York City 


Oklahoma City....K. E. GRIFFITH, Tower Petroleum Bidg. 
Dallas, Texas 


ME. -bn5 5.5.6 a0.ai8 RALPH BRANTON, Capitol Theatre Bldg. 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Philadelphia ...... LEWEN PIZOR, Philadelphia Savings Fund Bldg. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Pittsburgh ........¢ JOHN HARRIS, 711 Clark Bldg. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

re TED GAMBLE, Broadway Theatre 


Portland, Ore. 


FRED WEHRENBERG, 2735 Cherokee St. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Salt Lake City..... HARRY DAVID, Intermountain Theatre Circuit 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

R. A. McNEIL, MORGAN WALSH, 25 Taylor St. 
San Francisco, Calif. 

EE aaa 0-5 Succeed JOHN DANZ, 206 Palomar Bldg. 

Seattle, Wash. 


Springfield, Mass.. NATE S. GOLDSTEIN, Broadway Theatre Bldg. 
Springfield, Mass, 


St. Louis 


eee eee eeee 


San Francisco 


Washington, D.C...R. SMELTZER, 901 North Jersey Ave., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


J. J. FITZGIBBONS, 1200 Royal Bank Bldg. 
Toronto, Canada 


AYNEW YORK CITY 


ACCESSORY 
EXCHANGE 

Columbia Pictures Exchange 
1050 Broadway 

20th Century-Fox Exchange 
197 Walton St., N. W. 

20th Century-Fox Exchange 
105 Broadway 

20th Century-Fox Exchange 
290 Franklin St. 

RKO Radio Pictures Exchange 
215 W. Fourth St. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Exchange 
1327 So. Wabash Ave. 
Paramount Pictures Exchange 
1214 Central Parkway 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Exchange 
2346 Payne Ave. 

20th Century-Fox Exchange 
1801 Wood St. 

United Artists Exchange 

2065 Broadway 


Columbia Pictures Exchange 
1003 High St. 


RKO Radio Pictures Exchange 
2310 Cass Ave. 
Paramount Pictures Exchange 
110 N. Lee St. 


Warner Bros. Pictures Exchange 
1701 Wyandotte St. 


Paramount Pictures Exchange 
1613 W. 20th St. 


20th Century-Fox Exchange 
326 N. Illinois St., Indianapolis,Ind, 


Warner Bros. Pictures Exchange 
384 S. Second St. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Exchange 
736 W. State St. 


20th Century-Fox Exchange 
1015 Currie Ave., North 


Warner Bros. Picture Exchange 
384 S. Second St., Memphis, Tenn, 


Universal Film Exchange, Inc, 
125 Meadow St. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Exchange 
150 S. Liberty St. 


Paramount Pictures Exchange 
331-337 W. 44th St. 


Warner Bros. Pictures Exchange 
630 W. Grand Ave. 


United Artists Exchange 
1508 Davenport St. 


RKO Radio Pictures Exchange 
302-10 N. 13th St. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Exchange 
1631 Boulevard of the Allies 


RKO Radio Pictures Exchange 
915 N. W. 19th Ave. 

Universal Film Exchange, Inc, 
3320 Olive St. 

United Artists Exchange 

214 E. First South St, 


Warner Bros. Pictures Exchange 
215 Golden Gate Ave. 


Warner Bros. Pictures Exchange 
2405 Second Ave. 

20th Century-Fox Exchange 

105 Broadway, Boston, Mass. 
RKO Radio Pictures Exchange 
203 Eve St., N. W. 

Paramount Pictures Exchange 
111 Bond St. 





EXECUTIVE PROMOTION 
COMMITTEE 


HOWARD DIETZ 
ROBERT GILLHAM 
CHARLES McCARTHY 


GENERAL PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE 


MORRIS BERGMAN 
LYNN FARNOL 
MONROE GREENTHAL 
LOUIS LIPTON 
BARRETT McCORMACK 
LOUIS POLLACK 
IRVING RUBINE 


EXPLOITATION COMMITTEE 


OSCAR DOOB 
JOHN DOWD 
HARRY GOLDBERG 


NEWSREEL COMMITTEE 


MICHAEL CLOFFINE 
THEODORE MEADE 
ALBERT J. RICHARDS 
TRUMAN TALLEY 
FRED ULLMAN, JR. 


HOLLYWOOD STAFF 


FRANK WHITBECK, 
Chairman, Trailer Committee 
GABE YORKE 
HOWARD BENEDICT 
GREGORY DICKSON 
CHARLES LEONARD 
DAVID LIPTON 
FREDERICK MARSHALL 
HERBERT MOULTON 
TROY ORR 
BILL PIERCE 
JOE REDDY 
PAUL SNELL 
HOWARD STRICKLING 
ROBERT TAPLINGER 
JACK GROSS 
THORNTON SARGENT 
BEN WALLERSTEIN 


* 


Special Campaign Trailers Distributed by 


NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE, 
INC. 


Throughout U. S. A. 


ASSOCIATED SCREEN NEWS 
MONTREAL, CANADA, 


Canadian Distributor 


* 


Inc. 
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CAREFREE 


(WITH SONGS) 


RKO-Radio release of Pandro S$ jerman 


production. Stare Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers; features Ralph Bellamy, Luella 
Gear, Jack Carson, Clarence Kolb, Frank- 


lin Pangborn. Directed by Mark Sandrich 
Songs by Irving Berlin Screenplay, Ernest 
Pagano and Allan Scott; story and adapta- 
tien, Dudley Nichols and Hagar Wide; 
original, Marian Ainslee and Guy Endore; 
camera. R. de Grasse; special effects, Ver- 
non Walker; editor, William Hamilton; 
dances, Hermes Parr; asst. director, Argyle 
Nelson. Previewed in Projection Room, 
Aug 26, "5S Running time, S83 mins 
Tony Flagg faeuaes -..Fred Astaire 
Amanda Cooper.....cerces ..Ginger Rogers 
Stephen Arden...... eceeeee- Ralph Bellamy 
Aunt Cora.. eeeeboceesens Luella Gear 
COMNnors.......ccccccecs eoeeee-dack Carson 
Judge Travers...ceceoe . Clarence Kolb 
Roeland Hunter Franklin Vangborn 
Dr. Powers Walter Kingsford 
Miss Adams : Kay Sutton 
ind 
Robert B M hell nd his St endan's 
boys 

Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, 
reunited in ‘Carefree,’ with an Irving 
Berlin set of four good songs, and 
under the same surefire auspices a 


heretofore, delve into psychoanalysis 


for their screenscript The result 
may inspire some to wo-der if the 
psyching shouldn’t have started in 
the studio. It’s a disappointing story 
and the stars alone may Save lit. 
Word-of-mouth will be poor. 
Paradoxically, some of the com- 
ponent highlights are ultra, but In 
toto it doesn’t mesh and leaves the 
auditor bewildered at this neo- 


Macksennett plot, with Astaire hyp- 


notizing his co-star; Miss Rogers 
walking to the altar, obsessed with 


the hypnotic suggestion that Astaire is 
a cad and Ralph Bellamy a nobleman, 
etc. 

Still, in the dream sequence, as re- 
sult of a sedative administered by 
Dr. Astaire, the team does one of its 
best double numbers (‘Color Blind’ is 
the tune), wherein a slow-motion 


camera truly points up the poetry of 


It’s a slam-bang, rip-roaring meller | 
that has all the elements of previous | 


pictures inspired by District Attor- 
|ney Thomas E. Dewey’s career, plus 
/a whole library of violence and hoke 
of its own. Asa story, it’s complete- 
lly implausible and frequently 
isurd, but as film cntertainment it 


|has explosive action, searing pace, | 


‘excitement and comedy. Although 

it would make Dewey hold his head, 

it will probably cause most 
tators to cling to their seats. 

Apparently the title, ‘I Am 

|Law,’ has nothing to do with the 
statement attributed 


the 


notorious to 
|Mayor Frank Hague of Jersey City. 
|Looks like the tudio has simply 
ltaken a juicy phrase and pasted it 
len a rock-’em-and-sock-’em thriller 
|with more eye to the b.o. than logic. 
Anyway it ms pungent title 
and exert its share of draw. 

From d Fred 
Allhoff's have 
been a typically lurid pulp mag 
' yarn It’s still lurid enough, but 
seems to have been compressed and 
given force by Jo Swerling’s two- 
fisted adaptation. Alexander Hall’s 
direction lends drive and po- 
tency to the yarn, pace and 
in the broad per‘or neces of the 
leading players. ‘I Am the Law’ is 
anything but subtle; it leaves noth- 
ing to the imagination and it'll make 
intellectuals groan, but the kind 
of combustible hoke Hollywood does 
best 

Story deals with a dynamic little 


kes 
should 
the look 


original 


also 
both 


m4 


it’< 
itS 


!law professor who is drafted as spe | 
'or another, ranging from Breen to 


cial prosecutor to smash _ rackets. 
|Although he is threatened, evaded, 
lbetrayed and thwarted on every 
hand, he succeeds in rounding up 
the mobsters and getting the goods 
on them. Like the other current 


|film treatments of the Dewey theme, 
lit’s simply the old crime picture 
lover again, this time with the prose- 
lcutor angle instead of the ‘public 
enemy’ or G-men theme. 

Probably no picture out of Holly- 


their terpsichorean motion. The | wood in recent memory has con- 
idea was done once before by the |tained so many frankly impossible 
elder Fairbanks in a dream chase | situations and plot twists. In _ that 
sequence, but the slow motion, for | way ‘I Am the Law’ is something 


terp effect, has been surprisingly 
neglected until now. It’s a socko 
production nicety. 

Astaire’s very first specialty, a 


golf-ball dance, gives it a fast gait, 
but pretty soon the story (for which 
six plead guilty, no less, on the 
credits) asserts its handicaps. Astaire, 
as part of a flirtation routine, gives 
out in swingo-highland fling via 
mouth-organ, thence into a dash of 
52d street hoot-mon, and the topper 
is that rhythmic routine, driving off 
a flock of golf balls from the green. 

Miss Rogers, while under hypnotic 
influence, reminds of some of the in- 
hibitions that Paramount's ‘If I Had 


a Million’ so brightly presented. 
Here she shatters plate-glass win- 
dows. baits policemen, and even 


broadcasts that her sponsor (she’s a 
radio songstress) puts out the poor- 
est product. 

‘The Yam’ is part of a country club 
background: ‘The Night is Filled 
With Music’ and ‘Change Partners’ 
along with ‘I Used To Be Color Blind’ 
are worked into the plot’s progres- 
sion, more or less plausibly, although 
the hypnotic premise makes the plot 
one of those things. ‘The Yam’ as a 
dance creation is just another terp 
number and won’t happen. Hermes 
Pan’s dance staging is chiefly Astaire 
and Rogers; there are no big dance 
numbers. 

Astaire’s own subconscious mind, 
speaking to him—via a mirror se- 
quence—and much to do about 
psychoses and inhibitions creates a 
doubt if they'll savvy it in the sticks. 

Luella Gear’s intended dry comedy 
relief never comes off. Jack Carson 
impresses only on his rangey per- 
sonality which, with better script for- 
tification, may carry him along. 
Clarence Kolb almost does a svelte 
[rish Justice as the judge and the rest 
are bits. No comedy to speak off. 
Franklin Pangborn’s usual nance is 
dragged in by the Schiaparelli and 
Robert B. Mitchell and his St. 

Brendan’s Boys (a Coast choir, which 
nas done film and radio chores of 
late) must be on the cutting room 
floor. Presumably intended for the 
altar sequences, and only heard in 
background scoring. 

Astaire looks good and deports 
himself un to standard. as does Miss 
Rogers. Her frontal effect, however, 
is handicapped by some_ unkind 
camera angles. Or it may have been 
that the tiredness she evidences in 
some sequences couldn’t be camou- 


flaged. Running time of 83 minutes 
makes this their shortest film, and 
yet it’s thin despite the curtailed 
footage. Abel. 
I AM THE LAW 
Columbia release of Everett Riskin pro- 
duction Stars Edward G. Robinson; fea- 
tures Barbara O'Ne Wendy Barrie, John 
Beal, Otto Kruver Directed by Alexander 
Hall Story, Fre \lnoff; sereen play, Jo 





Swer'ling; camera, Hen Freulich: editor 
Viola Lawrence At Capitol, N. Y.. week 
Aug 25. ‘38 Running time, S% mins 
John Lindsray....... Edward G Robinson 
Jerry Lindsay... ceocuee Barbara oOo Neil 
Paul Ferguson.......... ve John Beal 
Frankie Ballou... ..2.......Wenly B is 
Eugene Fercuson....cees+: Otte Kruger 
Tam Ross. ° coereeeecees .Arthur Loft 
Eddie Girard.......cee....-Mare Lawrence 
Berry .. erry t ererrry ss Douglas Wood 
Moss Kitclell........0-. Robert Middlemass 
Insnector Gleuson......-eeeeeee Ivan Miller 
| SET ETC eee---Charles Halton 
(Se See Louis Jean Heydt | 
a: eer , Fay Helm | 
Columbia’s entry in the current 


rash of yarns about crusading spe- 
cial prosecutors, ‘I Am the Law’ is 
virtually a film to end all such films. 


|like ‘Seven Keys to Baldpate’ was 
ito thrillers of its type—the subject 
stretched to the absolute limit—that 
lis, to absurdity. Certainly ‘I Am 
the Law’ goes far beyond belief. 
And it’s so hokey that the opening 
night (25) audience at the Capitol, 
N. Y., actually applauded the hero 
and hissed\ the villain during the 
| early sequences. But before long 
|the spectators became infused with 
excitement and in the latter se- 
quences there was the sort of re- 
action heard at Saturday matinees 
lin the nabe houses when the cowboy 
|hero smacks down the cattle rustlers. 

As the small but tough prosecutor 


Edward G. Robinson bites off great | 


chunks of scenery, rants, snorts and 
|muggs like a tentshow barnstormer. 
{When he dances the big apple with 


{ 


ithe gang moll in a night club or out- 


|slugs the hoodlums, not even a kin- 


|dergardner would believe it. But 
| it’s also a rousing show. 

The other performances are 
|shrewdly gauved for dramatic con- 
| trast, if not for logical characteriza- 
\tion. Barbara O'Neil is the quietly 
land dutifully helpful wife. John 


Beal’s generally capable perform- 
ance is marred by hvsteria in his 
emotional scenes. Wendy Barrie 


plays the fang gal with agreeable 
coolness; Otto Kruger’s effective un- 
dervlaying makes the part of the 
behind-the-scenes racket chief stand 
out, and Marc Lawrence contributes 
his familiar tight-lipped killer. 
Others are standard. obe. 


BOY MEETS GIRL 


(WITH SONG) 


Bros. production 





Warner and release. 





Stars Jemes Cagney and Pat O’Brien: fea- 
tures Marie Wilson, Ralph Bellamy, Frank 
McHugh, Dick Foran. Directed by Lloyd 
| Bacon. Screenplay by Bella and Samuel 
| Spewack from plav by same; camera, Sol 
Polito; editor, William Holmes; songs, M 
|} K. Jerome and Jack Scholl. At Strand, 
N. Y.. week Aug. 26, ’38. Running time, 


86) mins. 


Robert Law.. James Caeney 
1 J. C. Benson Pat O'Brien 
Susie Sebou eens eneees -....Marie Wilson 
C. Elliott Friday............ Ralph Bellamy 
Rossetti ° Frank McHugh 
Larry Toms. 646646 Dick Foran 
Nodney Bevan..... Cecccces Bruce Lester 
ABROURCE. 2. cccccccccesesss Ronald Reagan 
Happy... Bees Paul Clark 
3. Peer rs bneeen -..Penny Singleton 
ee CRON, nrc ben wetiesere Dennie Moore 
ad | Pee eee Te eee Harry Seymour 
PE WENEOEE cei dS scdtienacoes Bert Hanlon 
Major Thompson. . .James Stephenson 


With Cagney-O’Brien for the mar- 
cuee, and the ballyhoo attendant to 
Warners’ new Marie Wilson, in the 
dumbdora role of the mother of 
‘Happy,’ the filmization of ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ will meet b.o. success. 
It does not avproximate the ripsnort- 
ing click of the play original by the 
|Spewacks. who joebreened their own 
screen screed. Whether the fault lies 





in some of the denaturing, or the 
idea of a film poking fun at the 


picture business. doesn’t quite come 
out. but the fact remains that the 
|picture version of this 
| classic is a little more than adequate. 
| Its box-office will be satisfactory, 
but not socko. 

Mollyws 


‘ad vibbine 


itself. in cellu 
loid. souns like a daring thing and. 
»s the Werners have done it, it is. 
Director Llovd Bacon. in fact, has 
nut-Svew*r'ed the dramatists in 
\timnine the moedeap scenarists, as 
| “asnev ord O'Brien nersonate them 
That ic. the visual hokum is broad- 
jer. such as that bizerre den of crea- 
tive ‘vith those outland- 
ish neon he automatierlly rerord- 
jing clielotv-clack of the Remingtons. 
etc. But otherwise, for one reason 


serjiyerine 


ab- | 


spec- | 


comedy | 








| 
Miniature Reviews 


‘Carefree’ (RKO). Astaire- 
Rogers reunited. Perhaps their 
poorest musical. 

‘I Am the Law’ (Col). Meller 
about a crusading special prose- 
cutor, saturated with hoke. but 
vigorous Robinson starrer. 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) Cag- 
ney-O’Brien starreu in a fun- 
fest, from the Hollywood satiri- 
cal play of the same name. 

‘Block-Heads’ (M-G). Short- 
winded comedy, the last for 
Laurel and Hardy as a team. 

‘Barefoot Boy’ (Mono). Pleas- 
ing minor saga of juvenile ad- 
venture and heart-throbs; 
strong dualler. 

‘The Gladiator’ Among 
best Joe E. Brown comedies. 

‘Meet the Girls’ (20th). Light- 
weight comedy for the duals. 

‘Bulldog Drummond in Af- 
rica’ (Par). Heather Angel and 
John Howard in pretty good 
sequel to Drummond series, 

‘Rollin’ Plains’ (GN). Feeble 
oats opera with Tex Ritter sing- 
ing again as cowboy hero; thin 
even on dualers. 


(Col) 











Bacon—with the Warners and the 
Spewacks somewhere in between— 
the pulling of some of the punches 
has made for a ratrer perky evolu- 
tion. 

But there’s enough dandy fun to 
satisfy, and some of its quite deadly. 
So much so that the picture biz in- 
sider must look mentally askance at 
|the spectacle of a Hollywood prod- 
uct so raucously and ribaldly ribbing 
|itself—particularly in these parlous 
|b.o. times when, many argue, Holly- 


| wood should be wooing public favor | 


|rather than add fuel by scorning it- 
|self. However, it’s really not quite as 
|serious as all that. It’s a sidelight 
}on a madcap creative business, per- 
|haps as true, in some other indus- 
| tries, 


| Cagney eclipses the somewhat 
|more practical O’Brien in the buf- 


| foonery, but that’s a script handicap 


, Since the latter is be-plotted by the 
|spectre of a spendthrift wife, and a 
|practical yen to keep earning those 
|1,500 tears a week, whereas Cagney 
|is devil-may-care, and_ scriptually 
| quite eager to retire to his Vermont 
| hideaway, live on $12 a week, and 
| write that great book he has in his 
| system. 

Marie Wilson, newcomer, rates the 
most attention, trade and public, in 


her assignment as Susie, who has 
been given benefit of clergy (biga- | 


mously, but b. of c., nonetheless, un- 


|der Haysian mandate) in her role as | 


|the mammy of Happy. The latter is 
|the wonder-child who resurrects a 
has-been mustang star into big b.o. 
again. With fan mags attesting to 
| Happy’s winsomeness and a closeup 
lof Variery—front page, no less—for 
jauthority on the b.o.. receipts in 
|sundry keys, Marie Wilson finally 
gets her life-long yen of going 
through high school while her off- 
spring is busy working in the stu- 
dios, thus insuring her schooling. 

Ralph Bellamy, sub-featured, is 
adequately distrait as the studio ex- 
ecutive whose cross in life is the 
fact that he’s the only film producer 
with a college degree, hence ‘they 
despise me.’ Dick Foran does an 
all-right job as the dumb-cluck oats- 
opry star; Bruce Lester bespeaks of 
considerable promise, cast opposite 
Susie, in a British juvenile role, and 
the rest are adequate. but nothing 
more. Frank McHugh’s version of 
Rossetti, the agent, has been made 
less despicable than in the vlay; and 
while Harry Seymour and Bert Han- 
lon, as the songwriters, try to dash 
off ‘symphonies like Beethoven’ in 15 
minutes, they’-e ‘ost in the shuffle 
along with Dennie Moore, as the 
see, and Ronald Reagan, as the radio 
announcer, who, however, makes his 
| brief opportunitv register. The baby, 
Happy. is Paul Clark, a winsome in- 
fant. The song content is negligible, 
merely as plot incidental. 

Director Bacon’s tempo, in toto, is 
good, although, due to cinematic 
|exigencies, the prominence accorded 
ithe boy-girl romance—originally 
|merely a_ satirical premise—some- 
what befuddles the sum total. Thus, 
scripters Law and Benson, as Cag- 
ney-O’Brien do ’em. must give way 
and become somewhat eclipsed when 
ithe celluloid boy-meets-girl saga 
asserts itself for obvious reasons. It 
was undoubtedly an unwilling com- 
promise, but necessary. 

The laugh total. of course, offsets 
any captiousness. It’s a b.o. comedy. 

Abel. 


BLOCK-HEADS 





| what they wrote. 


Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy. It is 
a credit to none of these three, nor 
| to the wagonload of writers who pot- 
boiled the gags and story. The script- 
ers include Harry Langdon, who is 
teaming with Hardy following lat- 
'ter’s split with Laurel. The com- 
bination of Laurel and Hardy has 
been built over the years from two- 
reel to feature box office laugh 
names of fair power, but ‘Block- 
| Heads’ is an awful letdown for them. 
| Its audience value is negligible. 

The picture is one of those shorties 
|the exhibitors have been complain- 
ing about, but although it runs 58 


| minutes, it’s still a lot of taffy 
| stretched to the breaking point. 
|Many two-reelers have been more 


justified in trying to bluff their way 
to feature length than this hodge- 
| podge of old-fashioned slapstick and 
| hoke. 

Something less than the germ of 
an idea forms the or the ex- 
cuse—for the antics through which 
the Laurel-Hardy team and a vest- 
pocket of supporting players are put 
by Roach and the routine direction 
of the late John G. Blystone. Evena 
spouting water hose, turned full 
force on a paralyzed Hardy, was 
stirred from peaceful rest on the mu- 
seum counters. The shotgun whose 
fire seems to knock down fleeing t*r- 
gets through fear rather than ballis- 
tic effect is also relied upon, prob- 
ably because the writers in this case 

| couldn’t be relied upon, judging from 
However, the five 
| scenariosmiths didn’t have much to 
| do in the way of dialog for Laurel 
|and Hardy: they seldom have much 
to say on the screen. 

Not only lacking originality as to 
| situation and gags, the writers also 
| prove even more wanting when it 
| comes to the little dialog used. The 
| best laughs revolve arourd the early 
| war-buddy scenes, the sequence in 
| which Hardy years later mistakes 
| Laurel for a maimed, one-legged vic- 
| tim of the war, the demolition of an 
| automobile and the mystifying way 
Laurel has his pipesmoke, lights 
matches, etc. None of this rib-crack- 
ine’, however. 

Laugh-fishing tactics of both Lau- 
rel and Hardy remain the same, with 


basis- 


dumbness on the part of Laurel and 





nem 


THE GLADIATOR 


(WITH SONG) 


Columbia release of David L. 
duction. Stars Joe E. Brown: featuree 
|Man Mountain Dean, June Travis, Dickie 
| Moore, Lucien Littlefield, Robert Kent. pij- 
rected by Edward Sedgwick. Associate pre- 
ducer, Edward Gross. From novel by Philip 
Wylie; screenplay, Charlie Melson and Ar. 
thur Sheekman; song, Walter Samuels 
Charles Newman; camera, George S: bnei- 
derman. At Globe, N, Y., dual, week Aug, 
27, °38. Running time, 70 mins. 

Hugo Kipp....... 


Loew pre 


tae ehbad es Joe E. Brown 
Man Mountain Dean...Man Mountain Dean 
Tea MUM a ss 5-ddos 5444645 8% o.E05 une Travis 
FA ia 6 os seh aces ea ek bie a. Dickie Moore 
| Professor Danner..... ..+-Lucien Littlefield 
;Tom Dixon........ coeecerrsees Robert Kenr 
Mrs. Danner....... bod 664+ e0es Ethel Wales 
PCORECR RMORMNS. 6 occccccecss Donald Douglas 
oo rer ..Lee Phelps 
MOORE TOPs 6646046 6c ectcics Eddie Kane 
Sot, Se abn cas tebeteceed Wright Kramer 


One of the merriest stories which 
Joe E. Brown has done. Full of ac- 
tion. It’s goofy, but a lot of fun. and 
it will help any bill on which it’s in 
cluded. There’s a comedy wrestling 
bout between Brown and Man Moun.- 
tain Dean that’s rollickingly funny. 
and a football 


sequence almost as 
good. Wherever Brown is esteemed 
the picture will bowl them As a 


secondary feature it can’t fail. 
Picture is a series of gag situations. 
but these are so deftly developed that 
their lineage or the fact that they 
smack familiar is quite forgotten. 
Director Edgar Sedgwick has done a 
fine job. The one song in the pic- 
ture is of the college tune type, sung 
in ensemble. 
Brown again is a college aspirant. 


| who is forced out of a children’s hos- 


| the script and direction pointed for | 


pital to make room for the son of a 


benefactor. He accidentally wins a 
$1,500 cash giveaway at a picture 
house, and this enables him to ma- 


triculate at Webster. 
lows is a combination of familiar 
football comedy plus a dash of 
Frankenstein. 

Brown becomes the football hero. 
June Travis is the romance interest. 
Brown employs most of his tricks. 
including an impersonation bit, and 
Lucien Littlefield is the hazy prof, 
a good combo. Shan. 


THE LADY VANISHES 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Aug. 20 


Story that fol- 


| much commingled hopelessness and I, oe ee ee ee Gainse 
“he ss age ce ct r yorough production, Stars Marvare Awk- 
| disgust on the part of his partner. | \oo1, Michael Redgrave: sy in —— 
| Hardy is married this time to Minna | Lukas, Dame May Whitty. Directed hy 
|Gombell, a tough wife to handle. | Alfred Hitchcock. Screenplay, Sydney Gil- 
She’s not much here but it may not | att and Frank Launer, based on novel, 
a ides : | ‘The Wheel Spins,’ by Ethel Lina White: 
be her fault, same going for the | camera, Jack Cox. At the Cambridge, 
pretty Patricia Ellis. a big game London. Running time, %6 mins , 
| hunter’s wife, and Billv Gilbert, the | [t/) Henderson..........Margaret Tockwood 
| jealous hubby. James Finlayson has | pr. ‘Hartz, D> labia abies ut taken 
> ae ° ATTB. ccscce OOCCCCOOrseccceokt suka 
| a minor part. Char. | Miss Froy..... wes..-Dame May Whitty 
padiebienniteaa Ruane Se eT Tee Cecil Parker 
“mers,” TOGHGMEET. oc c0siccec: Linden Travers 
DAPUMNONE cc iicavece ecccee --ee+-Mary Clare 
BAREFOOT BOY oe haa noes alan Ween 
1 eI 0 t-9:o. aa 4-5-0 eelgrass 4/40 Basil Radford 
Monogram release of E S. Derr pro- | Hotel Manager. ccccccccececes Emile Boreo 
| duction. Features Jackie Moran Marcia Signor Doppo..... éseentce Philip Leaver 
| Mae Jones, Claire Windsor Ralph Mor- | Signora Doppo....ccccecee..Zelma Vas Dias 
gan Directed by Karl Brown, Story The Nun... cccccccceces Catharine Lacey 
}and screenplay, John T. Neville; camera, | Mme. Kummer..... ecvoee. Josephine Wilson 
| Gilbert Warrenton; editor, Finn Ulback, | Blanche...........cceceee-: Gooeie Withers 
| Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Aug oe i TR Ee Sally Stewart 
| 29, "38. Running time, 6 mins | —_———- 
| Billy Whittaker..... _.Jackie Moran | The recent deal between Metro 
Bdge od errr Marcia Mae Jones and Gaumont-British, whereby some 
| aie e Al@. cesese eee . l e asor © »? ; - 
iin Mag ‘hain’ Toe | of the latter’s Gainsborough produc- 
|Calvin Whittaker. ........-Chas, D, Brown | HONS will be released by the former, 
| Martha Whittaker........Helen MacKellar | had an auspicious start with ‘The 
| Kenneth Hale.....see0+....Bradley Metealf | Lady Vanishes.’ Due in no small 
only ssa nseveones Reegaees s Frese Farts | measure to the admirable direction 
Julia Blaine....-....... Marilyn Knowlien | 2¥ Alfred Hitchcock, this _interna- 
Ben Blaine.......+.ceee..Henry Roquemore | UOnal spy story may be good enough, 
POP... cess eeees S0ecseseceesass. Roger Gray | With judicial cutting, for American 
| Sheriff... .sseeeseeeeeees. Karle Hodgins | auds. At least, it’s box office for 
ee ere a .. Johnnie Morris E lish 4 
Nglish patrons. 
An elderly English governess, 





Monogram has turned out a mod- 


| erately engrossing film in this ad- 
venture juve yarn. It's hardly 
|strong enough for single-billing, 


| but is plenty hefty enough for the 
| duals; might even rate upper spot. 
| Light on name draw, but cast is ca- 


|pable. Story is in’ and out, direction 
jis generally skilled, but weak in 
|spots. Picture builds to a satisfying 


| climax, but fadeout is overhoked. 
Inspired by Whittier’s poem, ‘Bare- 


foot Boy,’ is a minor saga of an 
|urban youngster, his super-serious 


|romance, fights and rivalry with a 
|blase newcomer. Jackie Moran is 
| the wholesome, inarticulate lad trom 
|the country. His 
| Marilyn Knowlden and the up-and- 
at-’em tomboy, who finally muscles 
}in on his affections, is Marcia Mae 
| Jones. 

Bradley Metcalf is the spoiled and 
| hated newcomer, who's ultimately 
redeemed by the rural atmosphere 
'and young Moran. Charles D. Brown 
|is the gruff, understanding and kind- 
ly father of the barefoot boy, while 
Helen MacKellar is the fussy, pro- 
|tective mother. Much of the story 
involves the interloping youngster’s 


|parents, Ralph Morgan and Claire 
| Windsor. He’s newly released from 


| overness, 


homeward bound, disappears from a 
transcontinental train, and a young 
girl, who says she had recently re- 
ceived a blow on the head, is con- 
fronted by numerous other passen- 
gers who say they never saw the 
This becomes so persist- 


‘ent the girl finally thinks she has 


| gone nuts. 


puppy-pash is | 


| The story is sometimes 
eerie and eventually melodramatic, 
but it’s all so well done as to make 
for intense interest. It flits from one 
set of characters to another and be- 
comes slightly difficult to follow, but 
finally all joins up and becomes the 
kind of hooey to which the popular 
picture-going public cottons. 

_ This film, minus the deft and artis- 
lic handling of the director, despite 
its cast and photography, would not 
stand up for Grade A candidacy. 
Margaret Lockwood is the central 
femme character; Michael Redgrave, 
as the lead, is a trifle too flippant. 
Naunton Wayne, Basil Radford, Paul 
Lukas as a creditable villainous doc- 


, tor; Dame May Whitty, as the gov- 


prison after serving a term for a bond | 


robbery, of whicn he was innocent. 
She’s the cold wife, who doesn't be- 
lieve in him. 


Plot works up to a climax as the 


7 a net ee — youngsters test each others’ courage 
Ro a wraduntion ‘ane Wan Laurel aad by invading a ‘haunted’ house, where 
Oliver Hardly. Directed by John G. My. | they stumble on the missing bonds, 
stone, Story and adaptation, Charles Rog- |Which would clear the wrongly-im- 
ers. Felix Adler, James Parrott, Harry |prisoned man. In a rough-and-tum 
Langdon and Armetd nee Fg a ble finish the rival kids hold off the 
orda eamera PstONaG , sl oO ’ ite i >] arrivac . 

7 ch hoe an a eee Se, oe culprits until help arrives. Best se- 
ty quences of the picture are those 
Stan Laurel ... Himselt dealing with the kids. their serio- 
Oliver Hardy. ...ee. wrnisnan .-..-Himself |comic scuffles, chases, scraps and 
MVR, TENET. 25s 00505500084 Patricia Ellis | heart-thorbs . 

Mrs. Hardy....sseeseeee..-. Minna Gombell | ™e. a 

Billy Gilbert Kdease _ Himself Young Moran is rather appealing, 
Mrs. Finn 7 James Finlayson 


‘Block-Heads’ is Hal Roach’s swan 
song as a producer for Metro and, 
in all probability, the last.picture for 


while Marcia Mae Jones is standout 
as his strong-arm. admirer. Bradley 
Metcalf is suitably brash as the new- 
comer, while Brown scores as the 
scenarists’s ideal of a father. Hobe. 


erness; Catherine Lacey, a villainess 
disguised as a nun, among the re- 
mainder of ‘he large cast, are excel- 
lent. Jalo. 


TENTH AVENUE KID 


Republic Pictures release of Harry Grey 
production. sot 


Features Bruce Cabal Bev- 
erly Roberts. Directed by Bernard Ver- 
haus. Screenplay, Gordon Kahn; original 
story, Kahn, Adele Buffington ame 
Ernest Miller; editor. William Morgel 
Previewed in Projection Room, N. ¥ Vuk 
“5, ’38. Running time, 66 mins 
Jim ‘Silk’ Loomis........ : Bruce Cabot 
tp ET oe ee jeverly Roberts 
gent, Le ee eee ee ‘Tommy Ry: 
2 ae dae Pei Ben Welden 
BERS b68eua Horace MacMaher 
io Sa res : John Wray 

obart. CCoeOcvese Jay Nave 


Commissioner Charles Wilser 


Belknap... er Byron K, Foulge 
Wheeler... Fuvkeveens eos Paul B 
POOLS, Seesnnegene are Walter Sande 
ME ioxs cc cbeeends tas ... Ralph Dunn 
Serry Simons. ....ccccccece Julian Petruzz 
Wacker san cesses billy \ 


Bruce Cabot emerges from sinisie! 
roles of his most recent screen past 
(Continued on page 40) 
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, | : (Meaning appearing 
| September 16th—for 


national release! ) 


JOEL McCRER .. . ANDREA LEEDS 





‘YOUTH TAKES A FLING 


DOROTHEA KENT: FRANK JENKS-VIRGINIA GREY 
GRANT MITCHELL-ISABEL JEANS-MARION MARTIN 


Se creenplay by Myles Cannolly and Tom Reed 
: pee story ” Phil — 


“Production” 





Girl finds boy with “Hivectes 4: 7 


_ eyes for love—but no 
| nd for ae ARGH TE MAYO 















(Meaning “Road to Reno” 
is yours September 23rd 
—and “Service De Luxe;’ 


October 14th!) 








“Constance BENNETT... 
“SERVICE de LUXE’. 


VINCENT. PRICE | 
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Charlie Helen : Mischa 
RUGGLES - BRODERICK + AUER - HODGES 4 
Produced by Directed by f 4 


EDMUND GRAINGER ROWLAND v. LEE 


And then — September 23rd! 


RANDOLPH ‘THE ROAD T0 RENO’ co-starring _ 
SCOTT in : what fe 


When Grass Widows and Dade Kanch Cowboys Meet in Keno... HAMPTON 





with Helen Broderick * Alan Marshal + Glenda ¥arrell é 
Sumuel S. Hinds + David Oliver _ Directed by 
S. SYLVAN SIMON 


Screenplay by Roy Chansetor'and Adele Comandini 


: ; ; Produced by 
Story by Charles Kenyon and F. Hugh Herbert « Based ‘ : ie 
on the novel “The Road to Reno” by I. A. R. Wylie EDMUND GRAINGER 
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— 
{The Rainbow Girl of 
| Music and Loveliness! 


Deanna DUR 


- THAT CERTAIN AGE. 








meee oe 


Screenplay by Bruce Manning 





From an original story by F. Hugh Herbert 
Music by Jimmy McHugh & Harold Adamson 


| Directed by 
| EDWARD LUDWIG 
A JOE PASTERNAK 


PRODUCTION 











CHARLES BARTON 





~ 


SAMUEL S$. HINDS 


RRMA NI ne 


Produced by KEN GOLDSMITH 
Directed by HAROLD YOUNG 








PRESTON 


BICKFORD - MacLANE - FOSTER 
Tom BROWN - nan GREY @ 


_ ANDY DEVINE- FRANK JENKS ° 


{ | MELVYN DOUGLAS JACKIE COOPER 


IRENE RICH 
NANCY CARROLL 
JOHN HALLIDAY 


Jackie Searl - Juanita Quigley 
Peggy Stewart - Charles Coleman 


eo -——_p 









(Meaning look what 
we have here for Sep- 


tember 30th release!) 





(Meaning this pounding, 
thrill-charged, exploita- 
tion powerhouse comes 
to you October 28th!) 
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$750,000 
In Next 2 Weeks, 


Biz's ‘Greatest Entertainment Drive 


in Nat] Ads to Be Spent 


First Gan in Film 


The $250,000 in display newspaper} play copy, largest of which is 600 | 


advertising space to be spent with- | 


in the next two weeks is the initial | + otres is generally lower than the| 


promotion blast of the industry’s| 
‘Motion Pictures Are Your Greatest | 
Entertainment’ campaign. First copy | 
in the coast to coast barrage will be 
released today. 

Within the short period of five 
weeks, plans for the drive for new 
season’s business 
ceived, perfected and put into op- 
eration 
of 


tion committee, ‘onsisting of How-| 
ard Dietz, Robert M. Gillham and/| 
Charles E. McCarthy. More than} 
100 showmen, in addition, have par- | 
ticipated actively in the preparatory | 
work, leading up to the exploitation | 
kick-off. 

Industry’s co-ordinated exploita- | 
tion push will continue until Dec. | 
31, the date set for termination of 
the national movie quiz contest, for | 
which $250,000 has been appropri-| 
ated in prize money. Budget for | 
the entire campaign is set at $1,000,- 
000, of which $500,000 is pledged by | 
national distributors, $250,000 by af- | 
filiated theatre circuits, and $250,- | 
000 by independent theatre Op- | 
erators. Complete financial under-| 
writing is assured. Pledges from | 
independent theatres, based on a 
pro rata tax of 10c per seat have 
reached $230,000, according to infor- 
mation from national headquarters, 
1540 Broadway, New York. Balance 
is anticipated within the next few 
days. 

Mutual congratulations and a gen- 
eral air of gratification upon the 
success of the campaign, at least in| 
its inaugural stages, has been su- | 
perceded along Broadway by the 
conviction that the exploitation | 
bang -is reviving showmanship | 
within the film trade in a manner | 
that guarantees substantial box- | 
office results during the next few) 
months. Orders have been placed | 
by theatre operators for 20,000,000 | 
copies of the movie quiz handbooks, | 
already at a premium in the 35 dis- | 
tribution centers. Preference for | 
orders is being given to theatres} 
which have pledged financial sup- 
port to the campaign. Supporting 
accessories, including one-sheets, 
streamers and publicity material 
are being reordered to replenish the 
past week’s demand. 

94 Films in Drive 

National feature releases for the 
three months of August, September 
and October comprise the list of 
films which are entered in the quiz 
contest. Newspaper display ads will 
carry the full list of 94 pictures, of 
which 70 (the August and Septem- 
ber releases) are mentioned by 
name in the first displays. It is 
the intention of the committee to 
include the October pictures in sub- 





| stimulate 


have been con-| 


by the general committee, | 
which George J. Schaefer is/ 
chairman, and tre executive promo- 


lines. 
Cost of advertising accessories to 


standard industry prices. Schaefer 
explains the cuts by the fact that 
dealers are passing up profit to 
their use. Film = ex- 
changes are handling the material 
as a voluntary contribution to the 
drive. 
Se. California Set 
Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 

Industry is all set locally to in- 
augurate the Greater Movie Season 
drive Sept. 1, as part of the nation- 
wide campaign to drive home the 
message that ‘Motion Pictures Are 
Your Best Entertainment.’ 

Southern Californix regional com- 
mittee, headei by Charles P. 
Skouras, prexy of Fox-West Coast 
theatres, has been meeting almost 
daily for past 10 days, mapping out 
a comprehensive campaign by which 
it is hoped to spur theatre attend- 
ance in this area. Support of Los 
Angeles as well as out-of-town 


| dailies has been promised the com- 


mittee; numerous tieups have al- 
ready been made, and Scuthern Cali- 
fornia and Arizona wili hit the ball 
100% when the drive formally gets 
under way day after tomorrow. 


a 





NW’s $8,000 Pledge 
Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 

Success of the ‘Better Entertain- 
ment’ campaign in this territory is 
assured, W. A. Steffes, district chair- 
man, believes. Exhibitors already 
have pledged $0,000, although the 
total assessment for the territory has 
been set at only $5,000. Few ex- 
hibitors are refusing to participate, 
Steffes reports. 

Steffes has a-ranged with Gov. 
Benson and the mayors of various 
cities throughout th. state to issue 
proclamations calling the public’s at- 
tention to the ‘Greater Movie Sea- 
son.’ 


PHILLY'S NEW 
SELLING SLOW 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 

Selling for the 1938-39 season con- 
tinues slow here, although it has 
picked up slightly in the past few 
weeks. Despite constant reminders 
from United Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners, exhib org, to go easy on 
buying, tardiness this year seems 
merely a natural state rather than 
the result of any concerted action, as 
in past seasons. 











sequent advertisements, scheduled 

for insertion later in the fall. 
Individual distributor representa- 

tion by number of pictures, in the 


Government’s suit against the ma- 
| jor producers has served somewhat 
| to slow things up. Some exhibs are 
| of the opinion that when the heat 


list of 94, are as follows: Metro-| really goes on, they may profit from 
Goldwyn-Mayer, Paramount and much better film prices. In any 
20th-Fox, 14 each; Warners, 13;, competitive spot, however, where 


RKO-Radio, 12; Universal, 16; Co- 
lumbia, 8; United Artists, 5, and 
Monogram, 4. 

Hays System of Apportionment 

Apportionment of the total of 
$500,000 among national distributors 
is being designated by George 
Borthwick, treasurer of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc. (Hays office) who is 
figuring individual assessments pur- 


suant to the confidential tables of | 


national income under which as- 
sociation dues are derived. The 
Same procedure is being followed 
in the case of the affiliated circuits 
of Loew's, Paramount, RKO-Radio, 
Warners and 20th-Fox. Specific 
amounts to be paid by each dis- 
tributor and circuit is being kept 
confidential by Borthwick and 
Frank C, Walker, treasurer of the 
campaign. 

First of the newspaper display 
ads will break today (Wed.) in the 
N. Y. Sun and World-Telegram: the 
Boston Herald and Christian Science 
Monitor; the Washington Star, and 
some 50 other newspapers in small- 
er cities. Full strength of the cam- 
paign starts tomorrow, and con- 
tinues in all cities on the schedule 
ever the next 10 days. No copy 
will be run on Saturday or Sunday 
issues of newspapers. Opening ads 
consist of 11 different pieces of dis- 


| an exhib stands a chance of losing 
| his product, he has generally bought 
| already. 





Columbia Pictures last week closed 
| with the Interstate and Texas Con- 
_solidated circuit of Texas and New 
_Mexico for its 51 theatres. Pact 
| Closed by J. B. Underwood, Colum- 

bia’s Dallas manager, and Bob 
, O'Donnell, representing the chain. 

| Deal was closed yesterday (Tues.) 
under which Loew’s takes 50% of 
| th: 1938-39 Republic product for its 
metropolitan N. Y. circuit of around 
,60 theatres. Last season the one- 
_half went to RKO. J. R. Grainger 
and Morris Epstein represented Rep 
|in the negotiations; C. C. Moskowitz 
an. Gene Picker the Loew circuit. 


‘Astaire Heads West 





After N. Y. Vacash 





His New York vacation over, Fred 
Astaire heads back to the Coast and 
RKO for his next assignment. Studio 
is still working on the Vernon Castle 
story for him. 

This is Astaire’s last under his old 
RKO deal; he has a new term calling 
for an increase. 
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Premature Plug? 





Exhibitors in many parts ef 
the country have been pestered 
for the last week or 10 days by 
patrons asking for details about 
the Movie Quiz contest. Reason 
is that the contest was plugged 
in many localities by theatres 
using the contest trailer on the 
screen. But the quiz contest 
booklets, outlining all details 
and rules, were not in the hands 
|| of exhibitors for distribution. 
Booklets were scheduled for 
initial handout to patrons to- 
morrow (Sept. 1). 











MORE ACTION, 
LESS GAB, 
WB EDICT 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

More action and less dialog is the 
job set for 35 staff writers at War- 
ners this week, revising scripts al- 
ready prepared for 18 heavy budget 
pictures. 

Move is in line with the policy an- 
nounced at the spring sales conven- 
tion. Distributors contend that ac- 
tion in pictures is more profitable 
than talk. 


Young Frank Joyce 
Killed in Auto Crash; 
Brice Kin’s Accident 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Frank Joyce, 19, film cutter at 
20th-Fex, was killed in Los Angeles 
Aug. 27 when run down by an auto 
driven by Arthur Beckhart, Santa 
Barbara stage producer. Girl com- 
panion of Joyce's also died from her 
injuries. Beckhart was not held by 
police. 

Jeyce was son of the late Frank 
Joyce, partner with Myron Selznick 
in the latter’s agency, and nephew of 
Alice Joyce, former film star, now 
wife of Clarence Brown, Metro di- 
rector. 

Mother and sister of Fanny Brice 
were seriously injured in Los 
Angeles Aug. 28, when their car 
collided with another. Mother has a 
fractured skull and sister internal in- 
juries. Both are expected to recover. 


20TH-FOX MEETS ON 
DIVIDEND THURS. (1) 


Directors of 20th-Fox are sched- 
uled to act on dividends for both 
common and preferred shares at a 
meeting tomorrow (Thursday). The 
$1.50 annual rate on the preferred 
stock doubtlessly will be maintained 
while another 50c. quarterly divvy 
on the common is regarded likely. 

Company already has paid $1 on 
common shares thus far this year, 
and third quarter declaration of 
usual 50c. would bring total to $1.50 
| this year. Earnings are reported to 
justify such a payment. 


‘Mex Prez Plays Host 
To WB Scouting Party 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Seeking material for ‘Juarez,’ a 
Warners delegation consisting of 
Hal B. Wallis, Paul Muni, Henry 
Blanke and William Dieterle has 
| gone to Mexico City to be hosted by 
| President Cardenas for a week. 
‘Juarez,’ based on the careers of 
| Maximilian and Carlotta, is a heavy 
budgeter. 


RKO Compromise 


Irving Trust Co., trustee of RKO, 




















ee 


























has filed in N. Y. federal court ap- | 


plication for permission to compro- 
|mise RKO-Orpheum Corp.’s claim 
‘against RKO, amounting to around 
$1,600,000 for $50,000. RKO, in turn, 


cancels certain claims against its 
subsidiary, RKO-Orpheum. 
The matter serves to reduce 


_RKO's indebtedness, and is one of 
| those bookkeeping items relating to 
| inter-company affairs. 





Double-Feature Me, Says Lefty's . 
Kid When He Wants to Go to Sleep 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Aug. 30. 
Dear Joe:— 

So glad to get your letter telling us that you finally landed a week in 
vaudeville at Loew's State. Even in three card monte they let the sucker 
win once in a while. When Aggie heard that you got a week she said 
‘Either vaudeville is coming back or going back.’ Of course you know she 
was kiddin’, 

Me and Aggie used to live at the old Bartholdi Inn where the State now 
stands and the Variety office was on the first floor. We played the house 
when it was first opened and the acts had to rehearse their music on the 
New York Roof because the house opened so early. At the first show the 
audience was made up of milkmen and guys whose eyes couldn't stand 
the sun. Ghosts of the old Bartholdi Inn would be running up and down 
the asiles with old VarzretTys in their hands. 


I see where the Strand opened up with flesh (If you can call Ben Bernie 
fiesh), and that a lot of ether places are talking about opening up. Well, 
maybe vaudeville is coming back. Aggie sez, ‘If it is, it must be thumbing 
its way’... but you knew Aggie .. . she don't even believe the light goes 
out in the ice box when you close the door. 


I haven’t written to you all summer because the guy that named this 
town Coolacres had a sense of humor. It’s been so hot here all the type- 
writer keys have melted together. Aggie’s had a month's vacation. She 
spent it in the boxoffice and had a nice quiet time. We just opened the 
theatre every day so the lock wouldn't rust. Our cooling system worked 
so good that two customers are suing us for causing them pneumonia; but 
we got the other four customers to prove that the temperature was okay, 
If the other lawyer asks them if they were wearing heavy underwear at 
the time, we will lose the case. 

Aggie is looking fine and you wouldn't know the kid. He's grown like 
a rumor in a small town. The kid is a born showman; he has a language 
all his own. Instead of calling me Daddy he calls me ‘Indie’ and he calls 
Aggie ‘Tickets’ instead of Mama. He says ‘in the red,’ ‘bad feature’ and 
‘percentage’ very plain. When he wants to go to sleep he says ‘double- 
feature me.’ He’s a great kid and we sure are proud of him. 

Enderses the Film Drive 


As for myself, I’m all hopped up about what these producers are going 
to do. No doubt you've read in the papers about this Greatest Picture 
Year they’re promoting; they’re going to spend a million bucks in adver- 
tising and prizes. In other words they're gonna give away dishes only in 
a different way and on a large scale. It’s all to get the public to go and 
see the picture shows. 

Well, I'm glad to see them waking up and doing something about it. 
It’s good showmanship to make a splurge of advertising at the beginning 
of the season and let the folks know that you are in business. Why me 
and Aggie used to have new letterheads every fall and send them out to 
ell the managers and bookers. We did in a srhall way what these birds are 
doing in a big way. Of course if we had their dough we wouldn’t need 
letterheads; we wouldn’t even need an act. 

But I’m for it and I’m going to paint the front of the house and oil up 
my seats and try and get the smell of the horse operas out of the place. 
I’m gonna go in for more advertising and exploitation. You gotta wake 
these yokels up. I think I've been too easy on them last year. All I'm 
praying for is good product and according to the advance stuff it looks 
okay. = 

I see where ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ is packing ‘em in all over the 
country. Well, I hope they don’t wait until the band gets down to piano 
and drums before they send it to me. That Berlin is a swell guy and de- 
serves a break; he has a great future before him. Aggie and me intro- 
duced the song in Bird’s Eye, Indiana. I still got the letter of thanks that 
Max Winslow sent us. 

Well, that’s about all from this end for now. Give our best to the gang 
back there and tell "em we wish ’em ail a prosperous season, net. SEZ 

Your Pal, 
Lefty. 


P.S—Doc Joe Lee sez, ‘Influence is what you think you have until you 


try to use it.’ 
western theatres, are in New York 
deal with M. A. Lightman for the ctajiations in three of its West End 
Whether or not systems will be 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
sent BBC visio programs, either 
capital will finanee. 
Samuel Goldwyn is grooming 8 


N. Y. Huddle at Par 
on fall plans, film deals, etc. They London, Aug. 19. 
Tennessee, Mississippi and Arkansas | theatres, First equipped was Tatler 
put into other GB key houses in 
An opera house and art institute 
news events or studio material. 
Theatre to seat 4,200. 
Earleyne Schools, 





























Sol Gordon and Tom Clemens, 
heads the Beaumont Amusement Co., 
partners with Paramount in south- 
also brought an accountant along} Waiting for negotiations with BBC 
with them. — ; to jell, Gaumont-British has now 
In Memphis to discuss a product pis-screen projection television in- 
territory, Neil F. Agnew returned to | news theatre in Charin. 
L g Cross road, 
New York Monday (29). second was the renovated Tivoli, and 
third is Marble Arch Pavilion. 
? 
L. A.’s 4,200-Seat 0.H. 
West End and uptown spots is de- 
pendent on plan being ironed out 
to permit theatres to publicly pre- 
costing $1,500,006 is to be erected at 
Wilshire and Vermont in Los 
Angeles. Federal funds and private 
> 
‘GOLDWYN’S 15-YR. OLD 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 





June Lang’s English Pic 


June Lang is going to England to 
make a picture for 20th-Fox. She 
sails today (Wed.), accompanied by “gee 
her mother, following her arrival "¢W kid discovery, 




















from the Coast this morning. 


cently finished a part in ‘Meet the 

Girls’ for that company. 

METRO’S BENATZKY 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Ralph Benatzky, Eurepéan 





Dr. 


| composer, has checked in at Metro | 


| to start on a writing contract. 


He has to his credit ‘White Horse | 


Inn’ and several light operas. 


Under contract to 20th, she re-'| 


| from Virginia. 


She’s 15 and is to get an extensive 
pre-film training. Weekly saiary 
starts at $275 and hits peak at $3,000 
if all options lifted. 





_ Litvak’s Darrieux Chore 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Anatole Litvak is set at Universal 
on a one-picture deal. 
Will direct ‘Rio,’ 
rieux’s next starrer. 


Danielle Dar- 
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HARLIE MURRAY 
PETERSON *BILLY GILBERT 
AND 


the World's Younges; Ice 


IRENE DARE 


Skoter 


Produced by SOL LESSER 
Directed 
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box-offi 







WITH 


NTH DONNELLY 
MDLEY PAGE 
HITZ FELD 
aoe wa 
AMRETH 


by Ben Stoloff 


by Lou Lusty 
‘inn Play by Bert Granet 
id Paul Yawitz 

























and a whale of a 
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All RKO RADIO Pictures included in the 
Movie Quiz, listed according to release 
















* 
“MOTHER CAREY’s CHICKENS’’ 


with ANNE SHIRLEY RUBY KEELER » JAMES ELLISON » FAY BAINTER 
WALTER BRENNAN « FRANK R 


ALBERTSON + ALMA KRUGER 
JOE PENNER in “ly FROM THE city” 
with RICHARD LANE » LORRAINE KRUEGER » PAUL BUILFOYLE + KAY SuTtoy 
GEORGE O'BRIEN ,,, “PAINTED DESERT’! 
with LARAINE JOHNSON = RAY WHITLEY 
“SMASHING THE RACKETS’ 


with CHESTER MORRIS « FRANCES MERCER « RITA 
BRUCE CABOT 


BOBBY BREEN ,,, “BREAKING THE ICE” 


with CHARLIE RUGGLES » poLones COSTELLO + ROBERT Bannar an 
DOROTHY PETERSON » BILLY GILBERT. CHARLIE MURRAY IRENE Dane feel 
FRED ASTAIRE « GINGER ROGERS ;, “CAREFREE” | a 
with BALPH BELLAMY LUELLA GEAR . JACK CARSON» CLARENCE KoLp  faeee 
FRANKLIN PANGBORN + Lyrics and music by IRVING BERLIN Piha 
ack OAKIE * twcie BALL in “THE AFFAIRS of ANNABEL” (2 ‘A 
with RUTH DONNELLY » BRADLEY page « FRITZ FELD + THURSTON HALL = tue 
ELISABETH RISDON 


GEORGE O'BRIEN ,,, ’ ‘RENEGADE 


(Listed in Movie Quiz Book as 
with RITA HAYWORTH *TIM HOL 


i NV “FUGITIVES FOR A NIGHT’ 


with FRANK ALBERTSON * ELEANOR LYNN. 
ADRIENNE AMES * JONATHAN HALE « Russ 


THE MARX BROTHERS 1. “ROOM SERVICE” 
with LUCILLE BALL ANN MILLER - FRANK ALBERTSON 


JOE PENNER in “MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF” 


with JUNE TRAVIS» RICHARD LANE + BEN ALEXANDER + BILLY GILBERT 
JACK CARSON + ALAN BRUCE 


“THE MAD MISS MANTON” 


starring 


BARBARA STANWYCK - HENRY FONDA pies 


JOHNSON 











RANGER” 
“Ranger Code”) 
T+ RAY WHITLEY 







ALLAN LANE + BRADLEY PAGE 
ELL HICKS + PAUL GUILFOYLE 
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CASA MANANA, N. Y. 





Ted Lewis Orch, Loretta Lane, | 
Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier, Varsity | 


Coeds (6), Cardini, Al Trahan, Tip, 


Tap & Toe, Robert Wildhack, 
Patricia Ellis & Al Siegel, James 
Barton, Shelton Brooks, Harry 
Armstrong. 


The Palace Ghost walks the lush 
carpets of Billy Rose’s Casa Manana 











VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS | 








acquired from playing before the | ’ grins. Vocalizing, of which he does STRAND N. Y 

King and ened aa England several | LOEW S STATE, N. Y. plenty, is fair eae gh. a. ’ ae 

years ago has worn off—and it’s all | Lid comes h wit les . — -elty : 

for the better. However, that tele- Carr Bros. & Betty, Joe Laurie, Jr.,| ®¥ the ~—. Re Sosy hep Ben Bernie Orch (i6) with Col, 

phone book-tearing encore is anti- | Emma Francis, Bob Bromley, Mary} Two = “‘- d pore dl the tooters Manny Prager, Bobby Gibson; Betty 

climactic, to say the least. It should! Raye & Naldi, Don Redman Orch,| lation trac ait ove wine ‘ete Bruce, Art Frank, Harris & Shore, 

go out and quickly. Louise McCarrell, Ford with Mar-|800d opportunity to, sw fo i py | Sara Ann McCabe, 8 Ladies in Blue: 
Tip, Tap and Toe are close to the and ‘Yankee Doodle.’ Followed by . 


shall & Janette (3 Maniacs), Ruby 
Zwerling’s house orch; ‘The Texans 
(Par). 


top among challenge-dancers (on a 
| boat-shaped platform), but hardly | 
| needed in this layout, in whicn the | 
Lewis specialties and Barton are 
also on the hoof. Three colored boys 


As a respite from newspapermen, 
though he’s threatening to import 


land neatly executed, 


dance duo of Peppino and Camille. 
Pair are lookers and smooth per- 
formers. Routines not complicated 
After stand- 
ard number and rhumba, encore with 
light, airy bit, full of kicks. It’s good 





‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB), reviewed in 
this issue. 


If opening day’s business on Fri. 
day (26) of the Broadway Strands 
new bandshow policy is any eri. 


these next four weeks. What follows| 80t a full-measure of audience re- jyect columnis:s, Joe Laurie, Jr., waS | and should be longer. | terion, it will mean plenty of op- 
may be another thing, though not! SPOnse at this catching, though the dratted from his Fire Island clam- Femme chirper with Harris’ crew, | postcoe. $0 the Paramount and must 
likely with Charles J. Freeman now| Military briefs on two of em are disgings to dredge for laughs at the! Ruth Robin is cute and pert and not | Inevita y force Loew-Metro’s de. 
booking the shows here, but cur-| Plenty negative. Middle hoofer 1s IN’ State. He’s a healthy relief from the | without fairish pipes. But, lacking luxer, the Capitol, back into some 
rently it’s a throwback to vaude-| his now familiar Haile Selassie get- | ink-slingers. in stage deportment and | above all, is ithe spark that puts a | sort of presentation policy, band- 
ville’s former Garden of Eden. up, but why has never been made 'tajent, even if that serio-comedy |number over. Does ‘You Ga to My | vaude or something else. Ben Ber- 

This lav t is i the groove it clear, Varsity Co-eds medley, €X- | about the Island makes it look as Head,’ ‘Music, Maestro, Please’ and | SS, with his new band, did five 
_ nis 18) out is in teh 5 €, **\pertly done, and Lewis’ dramatic though he’s trying to get rid of some |then a duo with Harris, ‘Howz- shows opening day, maintained al. 
sends and it gives. It's sans rendition of ‘Music, Maestro, Please,’|rea]l estate. ©  ~ aboutit’ Surprise ending and good, |™Most turnaway tempo all day and, 
aan. sp gg AE oe ig ogee pobets op — vocal gts ye 4 Laurie, putting on the dog in white| Ross Wyse, Jr., comic and eccentric pheno pi PR mage —" on 
vabaret—that’s something unseen and: ;,WECn Me olored oe lic | cap and cream suit, 1s m.c. Ing, turn- | terper, good but somewhat spotty in |7 7 _ agg Rall cote: tg 2 Ke 
aae f sine eisenweber’s | 74C! professorial snoring routine, | ing in a forte job on the introes but | appeal. Works terrifically hard, tak- He's in for two weeks, idea being 
unheard of ince _Reisenwebx ''S| very quietly received. not hypoing the audience to the ex-| jing plenty of heavy spills and does fortnightly changes on an average, 
paseec wig Ake gh ogy 7 % _— Intro of Miss Ellis by Lewis, and (tent they'll expect too much. At/swell trick hoofing. Humor often unless the b.o. is abnormal either 
Glorified bed Big 7 pe Doce Fgair onal nial her sh Ww vir] strut to the front mike | night. Laurie is apt to don tails, but | doubtful. however Stooged by Ruth wea vs ss , 

Test of a nitery show is the reac- before Siegel comes on with the | with a dark cap. It’s a new high in Mann, who gets by nicely. | m Since hg se sacrtr with the Para- 
tion of the drinkers: this one holds; Piano, sounds and looks like a one- | class for the perennial kid. But, in Band winds up with ‘Between the | mount is inevitable, first it must be 
’ 2 = "Ee kage Ye aga ae “es rl beauty contest. She fits the part | spite of his sartorial elegance, Lau- | Devil and the Deep Blue Sea,’ Harris | mentioned that the rising-pit idea is 
- gf ogg ter te. near ie Pv ae and gives the bill a load of s.a., but | rie’s gags are clicking between each | warbling, and with a Negro ballad, | the same. That means no full stage 
ge ne gerne A ge alan was visibly nervous and shaking be-;} turn and in his own next-to-closing ‘Nobody,’ accompanied by more nice crew and is & managerial exigency 
thus, the drinks are forgotten and | ‘ore she finished with her first ttune | session. Back in 1919 Laurie started | yocali: ing by the wander. Harris and vet ar ge = ae | Yefur- 
the patrons are focusing on the stage, at the opener. She regained com- talking about his girl friend, and this | Miss Robin close with duo of one of ‘raat lor a — e o day s, the 
giving the actors two strikes on the Posure after this and found smooth | continues, though brought up t » date. the orchestra’s originals, That's What h ee arent — reopening 
usual nitery curse. noisy inattention. | S@ling, her looks and chassis in a tear back in 1919, Laurie a I Like About the South. Herb, | with the bandvaude idea, 

This bill plays like the Palace and; Skin-tight gown overcoming some of meen d oh F genen 9 ay ng Sree | The band shows here are an elabo- 
reads like it: James Barton, Ted; the vocal anemia. ater branched out into his young- PALACE CHICAGO ration on the Par in that it’s more 
Lewis. Al Trahan, Cardini, Patricia Barton's entrance is from the = og “er the old timers byt ’ jnearly vaudeville than picture 
Ellis, Al Siegel, plus others. Each | drummer's spot for a gag and he's em y rhe 4° = a a - “ ee — | house presentation in. idea. The 
name goes back to a grey hair | running the gamut of his versatility. Her pag? 7 Re nee Rach ae Chicago, Aug. 27. Par plays a couple or three acts: 
on Martin Beck’s head. For Barton.; Opens with ‘Alexander’s Ragtime nil ast DUCK - hes — ok § Frances Arms, Chaney & Fox, there are five units here, not count- 
this is a first variety date in several! Band,’ then into his classic mad-dog 4 rs kg poi eon a sms" | Three Oxford Boys, Cass, Owen & | 1N8 ¢ ol. _Manny Prager and Bobby | 
years, this most versatile performer #22, one of the topnotch comedy Tay caaitencaanaliiaas tanith ta sat ae | Sones Al Gordon’s Dogs; ‘Carefree’ eae ccd tiga? with tg dy lads. 
holding a four-year incumbency in), bits of all time. He tried to bow of strong as has bean handed some of (RKO). nines yet Nee tne 4 Pi nee 
Ft > pep Road, from which he’s, at = Aeniie! a bony seeoes poe the columnists playing the State, but . P Ear eae oe No Sm fe Par, which presents a more ts 
doubling into the Casa. To the vaude | hoofing encore, nerve taps and soft-| the mcs showmanship offsets, at | Not often that the Palace gets aj ine tive ctr han does WI 
novitiates he’s a revelation; a danc-| shoe. Four years of the Jeeter Les-} 1.0 4 44 ‘g, ways ey Pp omsets, a* | good stage show, when a picture is tractive rostrum than does the WB 
+ 1 -penayer a te ey eSihs gc eae east to some extent, the dead spots. ee : , aw house, although that’s a_nicety 
ing, singing comic Jeeter Lester who: ter shuffle evidently haven't slowed | ; avout starts well via Carr Bros. and | 00.,the screen that will draw them. hich f a4 igiae* dined et 
they thought was strictly legit. Com-| him up. As expected and callec for, | Roy 3 " Gmabsiinatine dancing ea Bill this week, which remains for | Wien ; uture polishing should take 
ments on this were audible the first! he igi ing — energy Lee,’ hoke  aohatio apt Sestme tanta roche 0 phon at ae ~ ng a a ee ge ee 
show (28). | also closely identified with him for |... 7, the twa hove are age ta | were, is: we yalanced anc as ae LOG wer Sy UAGe: New 
" Ted Lewis, Cardini and Trahan! years. He’s a one-man show and a a SS bed pron de! a - ample comedy and_ variety. oan we eet gg r all ha 
were Palace regulars. So was Siegel,| just about cops everything in sight. | excellent, but they have a topper in | Frances Arms (New Acts) head- with the ole maestro have been, 
though he’s more of an inner-trade| In the ‘afterpiece,’ supposedly | their straight tricks. not many but lines and more than does her ms seviealy picked “for sdoliacant 
name than publicly known. A Sven-/ Rector’s in 1916, Barton again walks | plenty socko. ‘ whe sustain bill. Al Gordon opens with aan Sia Peder ti Gee’ tana 
gali of rhythm singers for years,! off with all the honors. In this, the Bob Bromley, recently at the Rain- | 2. miscellaneous collection of W holdover from  Bernie’s former 
Siegel brought Bee Palmer, Ethel] entire layout is seated at tables and pow Room atop Radio City, holds the trained comedy canines. HApORs ae | Combe and the ‘Col.’ is no ak. nor 
Merman and Lillian Shade to the; Miss Ellis opens with an impression | second trame with one of those rari- > trocar Bags too often but noc hei for that matter. is the ole maestro. 
fore; now he’s coaching and accom-| of Bee Palmer, rather weak and evi-| ties, a real novelty. Plus the origi- for it by having dogs do tric ed rok 4 despite his benevolent billing. But. 
panying Patricia Ellis (New Acts),/ dently few of the out-fronters are | nality, there's also plenty of talent in |{20™, Ordinary run of similar oe ck, | palpably the boys are potential 
film player and blonde beaut. He’s| hen to the Palmer-Siegel tieup. |Bromley’s manipulation of : “| Oxford Boys, in deucer, are back | PS pably, bi . oN — 

Im pla} | g romley’s manipulation of three pup lfor their second Chicago theatre ap-| killer-dillers, and while’ Bernie 
giving her the rhythm and she has} When Shelton Brooks, colored song- ;. | tor their secon cag é ap- | 


peits—singer, colored hoofer and pi- en J P | doesn’t go out of this world, he has 
A, uae 7 ’ : é i 2 wn less than a ’ 
the looks, but her voice is only fair| writer of ‘Some of These Days’ and anist—with an offstage phonograph pearance. Unknow 


‘ ~ ’ a , ; : lvear ag ovs have come a long|@ Virtuoso on those traps who's in 
and hardly robust enough for the/‘Darktown Strutter’s Ball’ is brought | furnishing the sound effects. All his | ae as Seve 3 than Bsc |the Krupa class and, what’s more, 
Siegelesque arrangements. on to play and sing these tunes. | Were 5 - 


dummies catch quickly, but his top- 


and one. guitar, youngsters | rates individual billing. The drum- 


Opening show played to a near-| Barton goes to town with an imita-| per is the opening operatic star. He pe + are om s|mer is given showmanly attention 
capacity house and, like the usual) tion of Joe Frisco’s strut that’s bet-|calls her Madame, and the way he | yore RE ee ee eas | in the numbers, so Bernie seem- 
Palace openers, was way overboard | ter than the original. He takes the | handles her physical accoutrement| Busse Kyser. Kemp. Heidt, King, | ingly hasn't overlooked any show- 
in running time and extraneous ma-| house at this point. and later every-| makes the tag esnecially appropriate |}ycCoy and Roval Hawaiians. En.|™anship values. Combo includes 
terial. Running two hours and 15) thing else when Harry Armstrong, |in a 55¢c house. This is really a new| core with legit chorus of ‘Dark | five brasses, five reeds, two pianos 
minutes on its debut, layout can take | composer, stretches his ‘Sweet Ade-| kind of puppet turn, and a fit for any | Eves’ and go into orchestra accom-|and_ the usual accoutrement. 
at least a 30-minute slice to look and | line’ to the breaking point. Barton, | ;)mYEeS ¢ & Stra é 


type of showplace. 


Of the sub-acts, Betty Bruce does 
Mary Raye and Naldi are handi- 


taps in blue-spangled 


| : gees 
‘ oni "i art ant |paniment. Called back for several] _ , 
play better. clowning behind Armstrong, who bows when caumht. | rhumba 


Lewis’ orchestra is playing both} tried, when caught to stir up a sec-| capped by as drab a background as | aie : Cs Eleanorpowellesque slacks She 
; : : va Hf =< ass, re sy, One man| *€¢ slacks. 
for the hoofing and _ show, the|ond community sing, took the entire | could be given a ballroom team. That | sek tas me fgets, my acrobatics, | Clicks on the_rostrum, as she has 
maestro himself acting as leader and | play. he ; : 


It was a brush-off for Arm-| 
strong, but possibly the only way | 
they could have gotten him off. | 
Scho. 


black cye smells of vaudeville ‘way | wast 

: is , ; aste no time making 
back; for that matter, Miss Raye’s | highly entertaining. “ 
sequined gown is also reminiscent of | tion bit is a pip. 


themselves|in_niteries. Bernie engages in a 
Their slow mo-| little by-play wherein he _ mildly 
Chaney and Fox,|Tribs the Ed Sullivan penchant for 


m.c. for the entertainment, while his 
first-fiddler takes over for the cus- 
tomer-prarcing. It’s the same old 


vaude as it was instead of what it| dance team, with unbilled piano | having ‘discovered’ everybody this 
Lewis; same songs, same_ gestures, should be. On the hoof, however, | accompaniment, have to ceedanenn | ae of Santa Barbara, and fhe top- 
same ingratiating personality. But a this pair click in four routines—fast | 


i dle: f ay catcl ¢ _|per, of course, is that Miss Bruce 
little too much at this catching. He hurdles before they catch on, name- | 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


dancing of the semi-adagio type, but admits that the N. Y. News’ column- 





: 3. ' 
can cut down. Specialties with him, gracefully so. On a cafe floor, ER gy Te eee ee | ist columbused her. The columnar 
and serving as breaks between the they’re tops. Also alumni of the|solos while couple make change, | fol-de-rol is inevitable, in view of 
i outside-booked acts, are the Varsity Indianapolis, Aug. 28. | Rainbow Room and just closed at|singing Cuban love lyric. Moves|the Bernie-Winchell publicity. The 
1 Co-eds, fine harmony sextet; Loretta} Horace Heidt orcn (16), Lou Bush,| the Riviera, but due back after the |over to mike to m.c. team's next| le maestro makes his own cracks 
Lane, blonde and excellent hot- Trumpeteers, Art Carney Agnes &| State date. | number in which she describes} about the Mirror’s scrivener, which 
hoofer, Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier George, Larry Cotton, Bob et nn, | Somewhere and somehow Don/dances as they executie them.| register for nice returns. 





and his unbilled femme dance part- 
ner. Whittier doubles as Lewis’ 
‘shadow’ in a couple of bits. These 
can be trimmed. 

Another drawback at the opener, 
but probably soon corrected, was | 
Lewis’ failure to memorize the in-| 


| Redman’s orchestra loses its reefer | 
| effect. The colored crew isn’t sus- 
taining the jitterburg tempo it’s evi- 

Horace Heidt orchestra played | dently striving very hard for, and 
house in April, 1936, and turned in | Without that lilt it’s strictly a con- 
just a fair week. Current engage- tinuous blast on the eardrums. In a 
ment indicates the theatrical eco- |COUPIe of instances the band seems 


Alvino Rey, Three Kings, Glee Club; 


Chaney and Fox are the current|, Art Frank’s standard A.K. playboy 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th). 


White House faves, playing ‘com-| is a standout, and his satire on pres- 

mand’ performances several times a|ent-day pop song lyrics makes for 

year for the Roosevelts. Hal. |some nice chatter in between the 
-_—_ eccentric hoofology. 


HIPPODROME A Cc Norman Harris and Sylvia Shore, 
’ . ° 


last at the Riviera, are in the pres- 





troes of the various acts. Reading in eitenuiteen te Snndnesl | about to catch on, notably with ‘Flat (MILLION DOLLAR PIER ent-day cycle of hokumizing_ the 
’em is a slower-upper. x Heidt ic acum & ut th eee |Foot Floogee’ and ‘I Let a Song Go 7 | ballroom teams, such_as The Hart- 
Maestro’s_ opening standby, ‘Is| jarity through his radio programs | Out of My Heart,’ but before the Atlantic City, Aug. 28. |™mans, Pierce and Harris, et al. 





Everybody Happy.’ cues the orches- | tunes are ended the swing dies in the 





| . . . 
ow ic ¥ | | House line, Harry ose They're an engaging pair, although 
tra into ‘Lock My Heart’ and the heat | a — = i Bg a B oo |weak arrangements. Two specialists | Whirlos, Fifi D’Orsay, Smith’ Ph ‘some of the satirical mannerisms 
goes on with the blonde tip-tapper. pi a r — ar ae t | are with Redman for this engage-| ers & White. : jare strongly Hartmanesque. 
The colored Whittier follows for his| C@U8"%, Slancees were presen’! ment: Louise McCarrell furnishes a | Sara Ann McCabe is a looker who 
first bit with Lewis and then into a| ‘Proushout with customers moved | couple of sweet vocal interludes and | 


4 ‘Milli a a . » +.) SWingsings the operatics. Gets over 
into the pit on Sund: Million Dollar Laugh Parade’ is 8 


brief Lindy hop with his femme to the stage. wher anise belt _ Ford, Marshall and Janette, plugged | the first departure of the season | Nicely if not socko. ‘Savs My Heart’ 

J partner. Was enough for this point,| ‘0 the stage, where chairs had been | hy Redman as The Three Maniacs,!from the Hamid style of family | 1S her opener: thence the swingoed 
Y y but instead Lewis sends Whittier into | Placed. to accommodate the over-|try to outshout the band. They're | vaudeville presented here all sea-| coloratura. The 8 Ladies in Blue 
; a mimicry encore of ‘When My Baby | #Wing audience. | hoofers, but all they hold is a lot of son. Show will be the longest run | are chiefly a stage wait, dressing the 
Smiles at Me.’ Okay, but should be| Entire company, about 30, is noise. Poor audience response at-|of the season if present plans call-| left side of the rostrum and joining 

y held for a later spot. present on stage throughout, with | tested to this at show caught. ; eal Sook | in a couple of choral bits once with 


ing for a Labor Day weekend hold- 
over go through. Straight-act show 
returns after the holiday. | 

Harry Rose, making his first ap-| 


| 16 band members. Orchestra opens | 
| with a novelty tune, ‘Flea Outflew 
|; the Fly.’ followed by the Three 


Cardini’s suave manipulation of 
+ cards and cigarettes is the layout’s 
| actual tee-off. As impressive here as 


State’s biz this week will be only 
fair at best: the marquee hardly in- 
dicates anything better. Scho. | 


| Miss McCabe and again with Bernie s 
ex-CBS singing usher, Gibson, who 
discloses a nice baritone. 


in theatres, though handicapped | Kings, girl vocalists, doing ‘A-tisket.’ | —_— pearance here in some time, m.c.’s|, Bernie’s band routine. in between, 

somewhat by the fact that the side | Alvino Rey is a big winner with his | EARLE PHILLY the show and is given a big buildup |is as effective as his veteran show- 
patrons are slightly behind him and} amplified guitar rendition of ‘St. ’ by the line. Gae Foster girls|Manship would suggest. He mixes 
can see the card-palming. It’s the| Louis Blues.’ Bob McCoy steps from —— open with a ‘Girl in Bonnet of Blue’|’€m up nicely, gags the announce 
fault of the Casa Manana’s long | Glee Club to lower bass ‘Wagon Philadelphia. Aug. 26 ' number, which goes over effectively.| ments effectively, ver usual; eves 
apron, though Cardini tries to over- | Wheels’ to nice mitt-slapping. ; | phil Sinevia touh uy ted Ware .™ |Rose, following the flash, has|out with an erudite buildup anc 
come it by working as far back as|_,Lou Bush is given a spot at the | “poi, Mann. Ruth Robin # lt ‘;plenty tough going but winds up then delivers ‘Flat Foot Floogee an 
possible. | piano on ‘Stardust,’ with trumneteers ®& Camille ged Schrade ¥ Medes a. ot | strong. | the like. 

The apron at the Casa, in fact, is a| folowing to score solidly on ‘Parade ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), Louse OTCN, | A fast novelty skating act, the His small talk isn’t out of the 
handicap for nearly every one of the | of Wooden Soldiers.” Only perform- | gy Picea tg | Whirling Whirlos, hit the second| trunk. and his nostalgic ballyhoo 
acts. Detracts from the impression| ers Which could be considered as | ee eRe , |Spot and click with rapid-fire de- for the vaudeville that was fetches 
on those customers seated un front.) acts are Agnes and George. Youth- in ti a ey oe oeeee Wee too short livery, including a pants-off laugh-| a hearty and sincere salvo that aus 
This is especially noticeable with| ful big apple dancers. Heidt gets ie -%. aoe st Rig ra talent. At- | getter. | gurs anew a rekindled public in- 
Trahan. Miss Ellis and Robert Wild-| Some laughs by joining Agnes to | tg - “te ge ve Magy later shows to The Foster girls then put on a, terest in flesh. True, these manifes- 
hack (New Acts). All of ’em are| duplicate the foot feats of George. Harrie’ * ube nar BUMOCrs by Phil clicker—an organdy evening dress! tations have b2en evidenced trom 
using the mikes at the tiv of the| Art Carney gives impressions of plenty 4 : cane rie ge o- ith routine. Serves to introduce Fifi, time to time of late without much 
apron, which extends into the centre | Lionel Barrymore, Fred Allen, Ned pace nny A sp this is — a D'Orsay, whose act was too long} eventuating, but maybe these rum 
of the house. with the result that a} Sparks, and President Roosevelt, r bes ‘th pr Ph a yy - demand at the opener. However, reported! blings will materialize in something 
good manv of the customers are get-| scoring particularly with the latter. tiene “ue rade ac hes a the that it was later cut. She gets her| concrete after a while. a 
ting strictly a back view. Spotting) Carney_also does a female comedy | the yesylation 60 cal te fs ove solid wh Maughs in a skit with Rose.| urges thera to make the aera’ 
*em further back would ease the bit in ‘O, Ma-Ma.’ Band follows with entertainment Biz fhm ay pire sou oe Never Say No On a Tropi- their hangout; have your mail vee 
situation, though the present con-| ‘Laughing Boy Blues’ and ‘Hi Yo Sil- | When caught at opener oo ight sung with some success. here.’ he adds; and the screen ag 
struction of the stave prevents com-| ver,’ in which band members do a” Harris’ 14- piece combo is satis- a also gets over a couple of good | is even more invitational to the the 
plete alleviation of this diffievlity. | comedy drama built around the | factory both on st.ndard swing ren- peg mer monggeie . terbuss by sloganing ‘dance id for 

Trahan. who since his split with | characters in the radio script. Finish | qitions and novelties, of. which it | ne Foster girls go to the golf aisles,” as nart of the heral 


- : a ; club for their xt routi . sete WMnrte ua 2 ,¢ band. 
Yukona Cameron, has been working | with ‘Building of a Band,’ in which | has a fair collection. Stick-swisher lin next routine to bring | O77ie Nelson. next incoming 


SPOS a STE 





i ‘ ; a ; , DOI th 
with Sandra Lynde as the overatic | Heidt pianos ‘Bells of St. Marys,’ | himself, is a good and exnerienced | get te ee who| From the Warners view age Pe 
foil for his hoke, follows Cardini.| and works up through the different showman. extracting everything pos- | tine of ean hen ye = tuff. public, which had bee ~f at pice 
Miss Lynde, blonde, is equally as tall | sections in the orchestra telling | sible out of the whole business. | Girl is a nifty and ane des > ; pic enyge es ety hha Age Meter re- 
and good-looking as Miss Cameron, | their purpose in the ensemble. Three | which he m.c’s in clear, straight- tap plenty. ; rt = car ee ange - is boxoffice. 
but not as adept in the roughouse | Kings work with Glee Club on vocal! forward manner, tossing in just| Rose takes the ace spot for his | with the adiene’ be lure, an 

g or nanto. She gets by, however,| choruses of several tunes, gathering enough hoke t> make things amiable. |own act and by this time has the | providine. of course. that the pred- 
{ and Trahan is his vsual sock with} around a mike without leaving the | His pers ality, owever, is one of |audience warmed up. / His talking vet maintains a fair averafe. 

| the falls and knockabout comedy at | bandstand, |ihose that may or may not appeal, |overatic number clicks. The Foster |Par has certainly made it b.o. for 
the vniano. It’s a throwback to the Biz sock at last show Friday (26).| according to the individual. He’s |girls close with a London Walk! twa solid years with the same 
, pre-London Trahan; the veneer he Kiley. ‘a teeth-tosser in oversize personality | number. Abel. 
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Randall’s Island, N. Y. 


Youngman, The Whirlos, 
— ? Martin & Davie, 
Marion 


_ Jerry Cooper, Jine, Duffy 
Dewisers, Six Continentals, Paul Ash 


with orch. 


Second vaude bill presented here | 
by Harry Young was a much ‘im-| 
setup over the first here re-| 
Where the imitialer was) 
poor clicking only in spots, | 
Rasen -rounded and | 
-running. a nd from start | 
nish. Henny oungman, m.c., | 
foced with the task of at least paral-| 
Jeling the job turned in by Eddie) 
at the uirst show, had ‘em in 
tual laughter with his gags 
rewy anes. - 

vay og discordant note at the outset 
was the sending of the pickup crew, 
batoned by a substitute leader until 
Paul Ash arrived. Latter was rushed 
over from the Roxy theatre, where 
he leads the house orchestra. Outfit 
improved as it went along, however, 
and at the close did a medley cf well 

received Berlin tunes. 
Gamut of Berlin pennings, from 
the earliest to the writer’s current | 
was impressively done. Six 
Continentals, who were also on the 
last bill, were split up, three on each 
side of the stage, facing mikes. Sex- | 
tet sang title lines and smatches of 
lyrics from each favorite, then gath- 
ered in the center to group har- | 
monize ‘Now It Can Be Told,’ and | 





1 


the title tune from ‘Alexander's Rag- | 
time Band.’ Well done. Bit capped 
the evening’s doings. Ash opened the 
second half of the two-hour show 
with ‘Russian Lullaby.’ 

Crowd couldn’t get enough of the 
warbling of Benay Venuta and Jerry 
Cooper, spotted in the first and sec- 
ond halves, respectively. Each forced | 
to beg off. Miss Venuta did two cur- | 
rent pops and encored with one she 
sang in ‘Anything Goes’—‘Blow,| 
Gabriel, Blow.’ Cooper repeated the 
tunes he did at Loew’s State, N. Y., 
a few weeks ago and encored an im- 
pressive ‘Stardust.’ 

Whirlos’ roller-skating act opened | 
the show. Two girls and boy spun 
and trick-skated to mild applause. 
Girl’s rollerbearinzed tap was just) 
so-so. Four Dudleys, colored har- | 
monizers, swung out in nice style 
and were followed by Martin and 
Davis, strong-man act. Okay but 
stunts followed too closely those of 
the Ghezzis, who were here on the 
last card. 

Shaggers closed the first half of 
the show, hysterically egging each 
other to greater efforts. Interest In 
the hop as a stage novelty has 
petered out so the turn didn’t mean 
much, Acro high-kicker, Marion | 
Daniels, who’s been at the Music| 
Hall and Astor Roof, N. Y., this 
season again proved her class. Gal 
makes her flips and leg work look 
ridiculously simple. Satirical ball- 
roomologists, Jine, Duffy & Lewis, 
were good for a few laughs. Smooth | 
working combination. 

Youngman’s m.c’ing and nonsense 
throughout was okay. Comedian 
could, however, dig up a few new 
gags. But the crowd liked ’em. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Biz Zephyr, John Mason, La Rue, 
& Vigal, Lorenza Roberson, Jimmie 
Harris, Hazel Diaz, Luis Russell 
Orch (14), with Sonny Woods, Red 
Allen, George Washington, McCain 
& Ross, Six Cotton Club Boys, 
any Line (12); ‘One Wild Night’ 














Harlem's Apollo, stronghold for | 
colored vaude, is swinging with) 
Luis Russell’s orchestra this week | 
jn a show that’s marked with con- 
Siderable variety. However, the | 
sum total doesn’t measure up to 
more recent shows at this house. 

Russell's orch, occupying a band- 
Stand in the closing notch. with a 

ckground of skyscrapers, is plenty | 


Swingy in spots—but only in spots. | 
It lacks the proper specialties that 
Would put it over. There's Russell. 
toothily personable: Red Allen, who 
blows a mean trumpet, but whose 
warbling falters on ‘Body and Soul’: 

orge Washington, who jitters 
through ‘Swinging at the Cats’ Ball,’ 
and Sonny Woods the big clicker. 
who knocked off four tunes. includ- 
ng an encore, to rouse the payees | 
to their only real enthusiasm at the 
late show Friday night (26). Out-. 
Side of Woods, there's little enough | 
to the specialists, although Russell's | 
band is good enough for this spot. | 
Scattered attendance at show caught | 
applauded sparingly. Russell's band 

obviously just a breather between 
the better known bands to come 
with the opening of the fall season | 
Next week. } 


A considerably long and) 
ays the cob aplenty. There's 
rei Diaz, a hefty. Westian gal. | 
Who fails to excite in a couple of| 
» Particularly one in which she! 
Parodies ‘Please Be Kind’ in duo} 
— Lorenza Roberson. whose bari-. 
oning, too, isn’t particularly en- 
need in the suggestive number. 
Owever, Roberson effectively does 
afew on his own, ‘Chloe,’ ‘Brother 
an You Spare a Dime’ and ‘Little 
ady Make Believe.’ 
McCain and Ross, two light- 
Med adagoists. sift through their 
Inés smoothly, possessing none 


of the Congoisms so frequently 2s- 
Sociated with teams of this type. 


| ously faked as normally. 


| under construction 


Jimmie Harris, togged in tails, taps | 


a bit, and well, but 
ont. 
requently on this stage, are back 
again with their precisions rou- 
tines; also, in an Opening sequence 
as minions of the law in the show’s 
intro skit. 


é lacks person-| 
The Six Cotton Club Boys, | 


Their taps on drums, | 


while garbed in white military, is | 


tops. 


Russell's band, with the leader 


constantly at the piano, except for | 


occasional introes, consists of four 


Saxes, three trumpets, three trom-_ 


bones, Suitar, bass violin and drum. 
Bana’s swing rhythms are mod- 
erated, and all 
cept that it seems to lack dash. 

Woods’ tenor is excellent and he 
knows how to put it over. Warbles 
You Go to My Head.’ ‘Paradise.’ 
‘This Time It’s Real’ and. for an 
encore, swings ‘Old Man River.’ 

House line, usually 16 girls, is 
dewn to 12 this session due to the 
addition of the Cotton Club Boys. 

Biz Zephyr, John Mason, La Rue 
and Vigal are in a couple of poor 
skits. However, the aud here seems 
to go for them. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Mild week in the newsreels. Chief 


| interest in this bill are the sports 


clips and the novelties. Usual assort- 
ment of staged bits for laughs or 
publicity, but they’re not as obvi- 


to the good, ex- | 


And for | 


once there isn’t a beauty contest, an | 


artist getting his map photoged by 
picking the loveliest 


|; even a baby parade. 


Initial subject is Frank Hawks’ air 
crash death. Fox shows the wreck- 
age of the plane, then several shots 
of the speed fiyer before his death. 


| All plane wreckage is apt to look 


pretty pulverized and this is no ex- 


ception, so the clip is merely morbid: | 


Pathe offers Gallup's report, via his 
latest straw vote, that Roosevelt still 


| has a clear majority of voters sup- 


porting him, theugh his ‘purges’ are 
lessening the edge. 

Best of the sports reels are de- 
voted to tennis, with two doubles 


women, nor | 


matches showing some fast net play | 
as the Australians beat the Germans | 


in the Davis Cup matehes (Fox) and 
Don Budge and Gene Mako winning 
at Newport (Par). Budge 


Universal has what might have been 
a standout clip if it had been skill- 
fully handled. Subject is a match 
between the champion U. S. and 
British blind golfers. 
showing various closeups of the men 
hitting different shots, they merely 
offer a single look at one of the men 
whacking a long iron shot and fol- 
low it with him putting out. They 
even neglect to say what scores the 
contestants had. 

Other sports subjects include 
Helen Wills Moody (Fox); a nine- 


is also | 
shown beating Sidney Wood (Pathe). | 


Instead of | 


year-old boy swimming the Niagara | 
river, which doesn’t lock nearly as | 


remarkable as the commentator tries 
to make it sound (Fox); 


moppets | 


boxing (Fox); getting football equip- | 


ment ready for the new season (U); 


auction sale of yearlings at Sara- | 


toga (Par); War Admiral winning 
the Whitney stakes at the Spa 
(Pathe); a surf swim race in Cali- 
fornia (Par): several amazing bil- 


liard shots (Par); the national out- | 
board championship races at Red | 


Bank, N. J. (Pathe); a mechanical 
pitcher for baseball batting practice 
(Par) and Hank Greenberg socking 
a homer against the Athletics (Par). 

Doug Corrigan receptions in Chi- 
cago (U} and Memphis (Fox) are 
shown and the newsreel fans must 
by this time be as tired of the sub- 
ject as the flyer undoubtedly is. Two 


subjects of potent international in- | 
'a medley of operetta 


terest are Admiral Balbo’s visit to 
Germany, on which Paramount has 
done a better-than-average job, and 
Lord Runciman’s conferences with 
President Benes in Prague (Pathe). 

Other fairly engrossing clips in- 
clude the half-finished Grand Coulee 
dam (Pathe), a sheep drive in the 
mountainous northwest (Par), the 
largest U. S. merchant marine ship 
(Par), Howard 
Hughes landing at Floyd Bennett 
Airport, N. Y., after a cross-country 
flight (Par), 
with a jack rabbit scampering for 
the tall timber (U), 
dogs in training (U), auto speed tests 
at Bonneville, Utah (U), designs to 
handle traffic of the future by Nor- 
man Bel-Geddes (Pathe). 

Comedy is supplied by two Lew 
Lehr clips, one about a lazy fisher- 
man being a pip, and a Paramount 
bit on monkey antics at the St. Louis 
zoo (Par). ' 
tomary array of freaks, oddities and 
plain ho-hums in the news, to say 
nothing of the inevitable fashion 
bits. Hobe. 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 


(STEEL PIER) 


Atlantic City, Aug. 28. 

Ben Yost Singers (7), Ed Kaplan 
& Paul Mohr, Bobby Bernard, Ab- 
hott & Costello, Kaplan & Mohr, 
The Ghezzis (2), Ben Blue, Three 
Chocolateers. 

The Music Hall, with its minstrel- 
vaudeville combo, starring Ben Blue, 
packed them in over the weekend. 
Guy Lombardo in the dancehall may 
have had its effect on the crowd 
also. Show is Blue’s, although he 


has a lot of good surrounding talent. ' stage. 


shots of war games, | hiled couple, taking the Burns and 


‘Seeing Eye’ | Allen parts, 





| acrobats, are above’ average. 


___VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 





JOE LAURIE JR. 
19 Mins.; One 
Leew’s State. New York 

It’s common talk around 
Broadway that to be a head- 
liner at Loew's State one must 
be a columnist. Sa Joe Laurie 
Jr. heard about it and left his 
typewriter for a week’s en- 
gSagement as m. c. at the State 
this week. This youngster is 
without doubt the best actor of 
all the columnists. (Jack Oster- 
Man is in the night-club class.) 
Louis Sobol, Mark Hellinger, 
Nick Kenny, Ted Friend, Ed 
Sullivan, Harry Hirshfield and 
even Heywood Broun may all 
be better columnists but Laurie 
is the only one eligible for a 
paid-up card in Equity 

For a columnist, the kid 
works easy—not like he is try- 
ing to make a deadline. He is 
confidential and homey He 
talks politics, relations, vaca- 
tion. Hollywood, show business 
—and talks about them all re- 
freshingly and entert: 
Above all. his material is 
clean and fresh as rain H 
this youngster can remember! 
those gags is remarkable. His 
timing is grand, especially con- 
sidering he has been pounding 
a typewriter for a long time 
and hasn’t been near a stage 
door. 

He is different than the other 
columnist-actors in that he 
doesn’t use guest stars. -He did 
want to use guest-columnists, 
but those newspaper guys are 
not as foolish as actors. Laurie 
brings his Aunt Emma on for 
a sock finish. She is Emma 
Francis who, at the age of 65, 
can show up the present day 
youngsters when she goes to 
town with her acrobatic 
waltz clog. She sews ‘em up 
tight and lets Joe take eight 
bows. 

This Laurie kid is a sure bet 
for Hollywood, the Broadway 


stage and even the World’s 
Fair. He may not be the rec- 


ord-buster that Sullivan is, but 
on the show caught at Loew’s 
State, the Strand across the 
street was packed. When Lau- 
rie’s attention was called to this 
he said, ‘What's the difference; 
the idea is to pack the theatres. 
Does it matter if it isn’t the one 
you happen to be playing at?’ 
We need more ideas like Joe's 
for show business. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. has nothing 
to worry about now. He can 
throw his typewriter away 
(which he should have done 
years ago). It’s personalities 
like his that will bring vaude- 
ville back, if it’s ever coming 
back. His act is good for the 
big or small time; it all de- 
pends which will come _ back 
first. Laurie is a lesson to col- 
umnists and actors. He proves 
that the columnist should learn 
how to act and that the actors 
should learn how to write (and 
read). The exchange would help 
the newspaper business and the 
stage. 

Jolau 

(Known as Joe Laurie, Jr.) 








Show opens with Ben Yost Sing- 
ers, in minstrel getup. An unbilled 
girl does an acrobatic dance novelty 
to Hindu music. 

Bobby Bernard goes over with a 
song, ‘At Your Beck and Call.’ Ab- 
bott and Costello grab off a few 
laughs with a magic skit. Yost 
Singers, as guardsmen, are then in 
numbers. 

For a real laugh getter, although 
it has been tried before plenty, is 
the haunted house skit by Kaplan, 
Mohr and Abbott. The Ghezzis, two 
Their 
big apple upside down is best. 

Blue then comes on and gets over 


some fast patter before going into! 
|some of his hit 
| These include the Russian 


dances. 
number, 


comedy 


|a dancehall skit and a minuet he 


| did 


| lateers, 


| 
| 


here are also the cus- | 


| Giant’ 


|offering most of the 


in Par’s ‘College Holiday.’ He 
is helped in the latter by an un- 


It gets over big, 

The finale has the Three Choco- 

dancers, later assisted by 

the entire cast, in a peckin’ routine. 
It’s an all-around good bill, al- 

though a bit too long in spots, 


PALACE, AKRON 


Akron, O., Aug. 28. 
Bunny Berigan Orch, The Three 
Stooges, Ruth & Billy Ambrose, 
Dick Wharton, Ruth Gaylor; ‘Sky 
(RKO). 





About as pretentious a bill as has 
been offered at Akron’s only flesh 
house. Biz good. A welcome relief 
from the overdone double-feature 
films, which the house has been 
summer. 

Every bit as entertaining on the 
stage as when appearing on the 
screen, The Three Stooges, who 
gained prominence with the late Ted 
Healy, run through assault and bat- 
tery madness to keep the au 


lience 


roaring, There’s a straight man, but 
the comics make very little use of 
him. Some of their v isecracks are 


a little shady, though 

Bunny Berigan’s swing combo 
not so hot as a novelty band for the 
A bit corny at times, the 


t. 
3 


band 


VARIETY 2 


NEW ACTS 


FRANCES ARMS 
Comedy. Character Songs 
2@ Mins.; One 
Palace, Chicage 

Character delineator, who has al- 
most become an institution around 
here, is back, this time at the Palace 
instead of the Oriental, with a new 
sock act. Miss Arms is one of the is the latest to come under Al Siegel's 
few singles today who does character +hythmic direction. He has given her 
sangs and pays money for new mate- his usual sock arrangements, but 
rial. Her author, Jack Yellen. has Miss Ellis’ voice is a little too thin 
covered Miss Arms and himself with for such robust twists of the pops. 
credit However, for a film per 

Song numbers run gamut of Irish.! without much previous stage-singing 
Italian and Yiddish. She’s a combi- le 


plenty pa ible 
nation of Lillian Shaw, Nellie N 


PATRICIA ELLIS 
With Al Siegel 
Singing 
14 Mins. 
Casa Manana, N. Y. 
Patricia Ellis, blonde beaut from 
Warner Bros. films where she's been 
a featured player for past few years, 


ynality 


experience she's 


a marquee name 


ich 
en- 


ois and Fannie Brice. Where her voice misses it, her 
Comedienne can ing and talk looks and chassis make up. Plenty 
equally well Her timing, sense of; lovely and alluring at this catchi ig 
comedy and handling of audiences in a glove-fit evening gown of gold 
prove her an able showman. atin. Later she switches into black, 
At show 1ught, M Ai did 20° but without icing the s.a 
ninut p be *n ti lum Delivers four numbers, but only 
l and talk ohe rerbly | passably. She is a sharp contrast to 
yned in a black net dre vhich othe. whom Siegel's arrangements 
offsets her blonde looks with dienity and coaching shot to the top, namely 
and aplomb. Flat. Ethel Merman, Lillian Shade and the 


memorable Bee Palmer. In one tune, 


‘PEALIN’ THE PEACH?’ (12) You Appeal to Me,’ Miss Bilis adds 


plenty to > > rig thigh- 

Hotel Aster Reof, N. Y. rinding Pin lly here Mg ot 

Add this to 1938's dance phnenon - kav » hypo for ong impres s10n 
na, along with big apple, little peach, | ).. cain. 
the shag, swingology, the jeep dance.) Stage} ‘tiv for the pieno« 
Lambeth Walk, etc. Now it’s ‘Pealin’, aceaqn ) Atte mi no soalo . it ‘then 
the Peach.’ cradled in Pawley’s 1 wain be rarely dc ada 
land, S. C.. from whence came 1} ee en ee ae =e 
big apple 

Managing director Robert K. Chi rHREE PLAYBOYS 


tenberry of the Hotel Astor, on a 
Dixie sojourn a couple of weeks ago, 
ran into this dance, done in bire f 
and figured it would be a stunt to 
bring the terpers north. They’re 
| holding forth at the Astor Roof, and, 
| Starting this week, double into the 
| International Casino, of which/ 
|Christenberry is also a_ directing 
head. 


{Eddie Mills, Bsb Starr, Roy Tracy) 
Comedy, Songs 

8 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, New York 

The Three Playboys—Eddie Mills, 
Bob Starr and Roy Tracy—are a new 
combo. Their energetic style of hoke 
singing and general clowning, even if 
| some of their mannerisms don’t fur- 
aa a cad a | ther suggest it, would bring inevi- 
| Call it what you will, it’s another | table recollections of Clayton, Jack- 
| version of the big apple, and, as such,| son and Durante. However they’re 
a good sight dance. Unlike the sharpie | not a copy act. in the strict sense, 
| getups on the big-applers, the kids | although the Schnozzola influence is 
are in calicoes and overalls. perceptible 

Some nights the customers get hot,|" They're a nice-looking trio and 
|peel off their shoes and stockings, | work fast and hard for their funfest, 
| come out on the floor, and accept the | with the sum total resulting in an 
|Carolina youngsters’ invitation to effective cafe floor interlude. What 
= = in — the peach. Maybe their future portends depends chiefly 
| Bos: iy another audience value.| on their individualities, which will 

asically it’s good for a snappy 5-7 | have to be developed, and it must be 
minute interlude. It’s a cheapie, and | done so away from the Clayton-Jack- 
that’s something else, too, Abel. | son-Durante idiom. . 

They have a bright collection of 
comedy numbers, and their hokum 
byplay is effective. They click here 
—and Leon & Eddie’s is no Kalama- 
zoo hideaway, which is something. 

Abel. 





| ROBERT WILDHACK 
Novelty 

| 8 Mins. 

Casa Manana, N. Y. 

Known chiefly for a few shorts he 
made on the Coast, and a Metro film, 
the first ‘Broadway Melody,’ Robert} CAROL PAIGE 

| Wildhack comes in here after a| Songs 

| lengthy illness. Apparently he for- | 6 Mins. 

| got his spiel during the latter and| Leon & Eddie’s, New York 

| had to read it at the Casa Manana’s Carol Paige is heralded as a Par- 
| opening show. This didn’t help the | amount starlet. She did a torch song 
| professor on snoring (and sneezing). | bit in a recent Par picture, ‘You and 
| _ At this spot, Wildhack is confining | Me’ 

| himself to the professional explana-| She’s a nice-looking brunet, of fine 
tions and imitations of sleep-noises, | cafe floor address, but with a slightly 
| leaving out the sneezes entirely, the | overdramatic style of songaloging. 
| Same routine as in ‘Melody.’ Inas-/|It’s okay stuff with tunes such as 
| much as the snoring didn’t go over so| ‘Night and’ Day,’ but she does too 











well, perhaps a switch to his other |much in the same idiom and should 
forte would be in order. be changed for better pacing. Her 
Wildhack’s is a short comedy | finale, ‘Joseph, Joseph,’ is an inept 
specialty, but a slower-upper for this | selection for her. She’s best with the 
show. Scho. torchers. Abel. 


But Love,’ ‘A-Tisket A-Tasket’ and 
uses boys from band in nut special- 








offers its tunes principally in the 
torrid tempos with plenty of brass. 
Berigan is out front all the time and |ties during ‘Butcher Boy.’ Band 
gives the customers considerable hot | closes strongly with ‘Bugle Call 
|trumpet. He shares the spotlight | Rag’ and Miss Dawn 
'with an unprogrammed drummer, |earned bow with Hall. Biz fair. 
| whose antics keep things lively. Ruth Craig. 


|Gaylor and Dick Wharton do well Pie aaa 
with the vocalizing. 

Dance team of Ruth and Billy TOWER, K. C. 
| Ambrose has jitterbug pep and ball- mae 
|room grace. Their contrast between Kansas City, Aug. 30. 
the old-time and present-day dance Rufe Davis, Joe Jackson, Jr., Vire 








| steps is outstanding. Wardrobe ex- |ginia Barrie, Peggy Taylor Trio, 

| cellent. Mack. House Line, Judy Conrad house 
sseassialeteiaa jorch; ‘The Devil’s Party (U). 

| Sg a 

| CAPITOL, WASH. | Rufe Davis is brought in this 


|} week to uphold the level of names 

eam used here past few weeks. It’s his 

Washington, Aug. 28. third showing in Kansas City in two 

Van Cello, Sylvia & Clemence,| years. He originated his present 

Steve Evans, George Hall Orch with | vaude act in this house two years 

| Dolly Dawn, Phil Lampkin house | ago. 

|orch with Lew Davey, Jimmy Tay-| Bill is formula as to routing over 

lor, Ralph Fox; ‘The Texans’ (Par).| the customary 40 minutes. The 

| —— | house line becomes the bouncing 

Straight vaude this week with no| Adorables this week with an inflated 
j} attempt to make it anything else.| rubberball number opening. 





| 


|George Hall's orchestra’ supplies Joe Jackson, Jr., brings on his 
both the body and the flash to carry | pantomime and his trick bicycle to 
the bill. Opens with southern med-| register solidly in 10 minutes. 
ley overture in which Phil Lamp- Said to be his pappy’s former rou- 
kin’s pit band, with vocalist Lew! tine It was well received and 
Davey ,trumpeter Jimmy Taylor | gives the bill a somewhat different 
and drummer Ralph Fox featured, flavor. Jackson, the original, is cur- 
gets biggest applause in weeks. |} rently in England. 

Curtains split on Van _  Cello’s In the deuce is Virginia Barrie 
smooth foot-juggling with barrels,| billed as the Hollywood song x 
distinctly beyond standard, toe big! who torches the mike in three nurm- 
response. Goes into Sylvia and! bers and registers lightly Peggy 
Clemence in knockabout acrobatics,| Taylor trio begins in convent l 
which are spoiled by what Cap} ballroom dancing attire, but gravi- 
audiences consider bad taste. Picks | tates to burlesquing the routine with 
up again with Steve Evans’ celebrity some added acrobatics and slapstick, 


impersonations, slightly sickening re-| all in pantomime. Turn need 


alistic drunk, swell Mussolini bit ing and zest 

and sock Lon Chaney encore Davis closes with his string of - 
Hall orchestra opens with ‘Alex- mal barnyard imitation Took ) 

ander’s Ragtime Band’ and scores. curtains to satisfy customers open- 

with medley of ‘popular hits we in-| ing night and he provides the most 

troduced,’ featuring ‘I Married An. satisfaction on the bill. 

Angel’ and ‘Music. Maestro, Please.’ Show is. sluggish compared to 

Dolly Dawn, band warbler, makes those of recent weeks, but biz more 

‘em like ‘I Can’t Give You Anything than par opening day. Quin, 


is back for. 
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How SOON 
THIS 
PREDICTION 
HAS COME 
TRUE! 
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Fox product announcement for the First Quarter 
of 1938-39! We urge you to read it again!) 
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The circulation of vast government funds, stronger 
business activity, greater optimism—all these 
general conditions indicate that the next three 
months, August, September and October, will be 
the most important period in the history of the 
motion picture theatre. 
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Never before has it been so imperative that your 
theatre display the strongest possible attractions. 
This is the tide which “taken at its flood leads on 
to fortune.” 
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Since early last spring Twentieth Century-Fox 
has been preparing for this hour. At that time 
our studio launched a program of the greatest 
productions this company has ever undertaken. 
Practically all of the pictures which Twentieth 
Century-Fox will release in the first quarter 
have already been completed. Thus our accounts 
are in a position to benefit immediately from a 
continuous flow of great attractions. 
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You owe it to yourself to compare these 
pictures—week for week—with the pictures 
of all other producers. 
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N. Y. Operators Union Inducts 


Clocking System 


to Prove That 


Picketing a Chain Hurts the B.0. 





Clocking theatres with a view to 
determining what damage picketing 
is doing, much the same as done for 
other reasons by distributors when 
pictures are on percentage, Local 306, 
Moving Picture Machine Operators 
of N. Y. is claiming that their figures 
show the A. H 
Circuit) houses which it seeks to in- 


Schwartz (Century 
vade, are suffering severe drops in 
grosses. The clocking of representa- 
tives places attendance at below 100 
persons in some of the more im- 
portant houses several nights. 


Obtaining the aid of Local 802, 
American Federation of Musicians, | 
and Local 4, Brooklyn stagehands, | 


the 306 operators are making what 
is promised to be a final offensive 
for the complete control of metro- 
politan New York booths. The cam- 
paign presupposes a deal with Em- 
pire State Operators, now in Schwartz 
and other houses, since that N. Y. 
state-chartered union has contracts 


with the theatres in which its men 
work. Thus, 306 is proceeding with 
the picketing, aided and abetted by 
the musicians and stagehands, re- 
gardless of the existence of contracts 
which an employer is expected to 
respect. 

By clocking the nine Century 
houses in Brooklyn, now feeling the 
brunt of picketing, Local 306 hopes 
to prove to Schwartz, as well as to 
Empire, that a deal is advisable to 
correct an odd situation which de- 
veloped in the days of the deposed 
Sam Kaplan when both Empire and 
Allied Operators undersold' the 
A.F.L. 306 union in order to get into 
booths. Stenching which followed 
the picketing of Schwartz houses a 
week ago has not been pinned on 
anyone. An additional nine Century 
theatres are on the list for picketing 
as the drive intensifies against 
Schwartz. 

Members of both the musicians 
and Brooklyn stagehands’ unions are 
being used on the picket lines with 
306 ops for the first time. The usual 
schedule is two men a day and four 
at night, with occasional surprise 
mass picketing. 

While Empire men are also being 
used in other independent houses, 
including the Springer & Cocalis 
chain, understanding is that no op- 
position to a deal or an absorption 
of Empire by 306 is looked for ex- 
cept from Schwartz. The picketing 
of the latter’s houses at this moment 
would suggest an effort to break 
down such resistance from the Cen- 
tury Circuit owner, one of the most 
influential indies in the east. 


PAR’S USUAL $1.50 AND 
15c ON 1ST AND 2D PFD. 


Paramount maintained its usual 
dividend rate on both classes of pre- 
ferred stock Monday (29), when di- 
rectors made quarterly declarations 
on first and second preference issues. 
Voted usual $1.50 on the former and 
15c on the second preferred. 

Both divvys are payable Oct. 1 to 
stockholders on record Sept. 16, 


Nancy Kelly’s Climb 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Nancy Kelly co-stars with Alice 
Faye in ‘Tailspin,’ femme flying pic- 
ture slated to start Sept. 12 at 20th- 
Fox with Roy Del Ruth directing. 

Role will be Miss Kelly’s third 
since leaving Broadway. She started 
in ‘Submarine Patrol’ and currently 
playing opposite Tyrone Power in 
‘Jesse James.’ 

















WB ROLLS PAIR 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

‘Unfit to Print,’ a newspaper yarn, 
and ‘Password to Larkspur Lane,’ 
first of the Nancy Drew series, 
rolled yesterday (Mon.) at Warners. 

Joan Blondell and Pat O’Brien 
head the cast in ‘Unfit’ with James 
Flood directing. Bonita Granville is 
tops in ‘Password,’ William McGann 
piloting. 





Less Than Peanuts 





Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Film scribes are being warned 
against certain indie producers 
who are trying to get writers’ 
ideas for poppy seed (smaller 
than peanuts). Procedure is 
this: if the writer submits an 
idea the producer likes, he is 
put on a 325 weekly salary to 
develop treatment, and is usu- 
ally fired at the end of one 
week. His yarn is then turned 
over to a regular staff scenarist 
to polish. 

One of the scribes, recently 
approached on a poppy seed 
deal by a small agent, is spread- 
ing the bad news. 














PINTO TOSSES ASTOR, 





Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Injuries to Mary Astor, thrown 
from a horse, caused suspension of 
|production on  Metro’s ‘Listen, 
| Darling’ until Sept. 5. Studio is 
worried because the picture has a 
September release date. 

Director Edwin L. Marin has shot 
all possible scenes around Miss 
Astor. 


Metro Ducks ‘Detight’ 
For Fear of Offendicg 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Next starrer for Norma Shearer 
will be ‘The Women,’ a Hunt Strom- 
berg production at Metro. 
| Idiot’s Delight,’ in preparation for 
| weeks, has been shelved indefinitely, 
|owing to war angles that might of- 
| fend fascist governments. 


‘Desert Song’ of Hammers 




















Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Warners is going into the con- 
struction business in a big way for 
the production of ‘Desert Song,’ 
which gets the starting signal late 
next month. 

Among the building projects will 
be five acres of structures to repre- 
sent the port of Casabianca on the 
north African coast, and 15 miles of 
plank road in the Arizona desert. 








Lowell Thomas Soloing 
For Fox; Off U’s Series 


| Because of previous commitments, 
| Lowell Thomas, who narrates for 
| Fox Movietone newsreel, abandons 
| his stint as commentator on Univer- 
sal’s ‘Going Places’ shorts in order 
| to do commenting job on 20th-Fox’s 
| ‘Magic Carpet of Movietone’ series. 
Spot Thomas vacates on ‘Going 
Places’ will be filled by Graham 
McNamee, who does newsreel nar- 
rating job for Universal newsreel. 
Thomas gets top billing for his 
commentation on the ‘Magic Carpet’ 
shorts. 


‘Stranger than Fiction’ shorts nar- 
ration will be handled entirely by 
Alois Havrilla, formerly star nar- 
rator for Pathe newsreel. This is 
also a U series. 





And Then the Battle 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
‘Gunga Din’ troupe, on location for 
seven weeks at Lone Pine, returns to 
the RKO studio Saturday (3) for 
three weeks of interiors before film- 
'ing the battle scenes in the hills. 
George Stevens, producer, figures 


the war shots will take two weeks 
more. 








SHORTAGE OF COMICS? 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Twentieth-Centiry-Fox is looking 
for a featured comic to fill the role 
originally written for Robert Coote 
in ‘Mr, Moto Takes a Vacation,’ start- 
ing this week. 

Coote is busy in RKO’s ‘Gunga 
Din,’ 





DELAY WORRIES METRO 


BING’S LONDON BANG 


‘Sinners’ and Crosby Hailed—First 
Time Favorably There 








London, Aug. 30. 

Bing Crosby productions, which 
have been more ovr less acknowl- 
edged to be weaxies at the foreign 
|box office, are due for a pleasant 
\surprise judging from the critical 
reaction here to the warbler’s latest, 
‘Sing You Sinneis’ (Par). Appar- 
ently, it’s the first time that critics 








| have acknowledged that Crosby is 
lan actor, one reviewer describing 
llatest screen appearance as ‘Bing 
'Crosby springs a surprise.’ 

| Critics in London papers, who for- 
merly panned him, praised his efforts | 
and took bows for ‘discovering that 
|he‘s an actor. One tabbed his work 
in ‘Sinners’ as ‘Bing without his 
boop-a-doop.’ 


JOHN FORD ON LOAN TO. 
DIRECT WANGER PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
John Ford, out on loan from 20th- 
| Fox, pilots Walter Wanger’s ‘Stage 
' Coach’ as soon as he has finished the 
cutting job on ‘Submarine Patrol’ at | 
the Westwood studio. 

Deal with Wanger prevents Ford | 
from. directing the next Eddie 
Cantor starrer, ‘The Average Man,’ 
at 20th-Fox. 


Dick Foran Offered 
To Vaude as Maestro 

















Dick Foran, sagebrush film trouba- 
dor, is being offered to eastern vaude 
as a leader-vocalist of a swing crew. 

Foran is currently rehearsing his 
outfit on the Coast, and will start 
east as soon as dates are lined up. 
Nat Goldstone and Charles Morrison 
booking through Bill Miller, pair’s 
New York rep. 





Sonja’s Moppet Rival 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Irene Dare, 6, skating moppet, was 
signed by Sol Lesser to start in a 
series of pictures, first of which will 
be ‘The Silver Skates,’ based on the 
old Hans Brinker tale. 

Play will be filmed by Principal 
for United Artists release. Norman 
Taurog directs. 








Metro Megger Returns To 
Film Childhood Locash 


Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 30. 

Metro Director Richard Rosson is 
causing a stir in Geneseo, Genesee 
Valley village near here, by return- 
ing to the old home town to shoot 
atmosphere scenes for ‘The Great 
Waltz.’ Rosson lived in Geneseo for 
a time when a boy. 

With him are cameramen Sid 
Wagner and George Bourne to get 
shots of a covered bridge, rolling 
hills, picturesque sky and shepherds 
in the fields. A number of the 
Geneseo younger set are being used 
in the filming. 


Two Is a Lull Here 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Temporary lull in_ production 








showed only two pictures, ‘Down on 
the Farm’ and ‘A Very Practical 





last week. ‘Jesse James’ is being 
filmed at Pineville, Mo. 

Production picks up this week, 
with two slated to go and nine more 
set to start in the next three weeks. 


Allied’s Milw. Meeting 


Milwaukee, Aug. 30. 
Allied Theatre Owners opened a 
two-day meeting today (Tuesday), 
which will be 
banquet (Wed.). 
After the banquet, guests will pre- 
view Korda’s ‘Drums’ (UA), 


KNOCHE QUITS U 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Bob Knoche, | superintendent of 
construction at the Universal stu- 
dio for years, turned in his resigna- 
tion. 
He was succeeded by Al Richards, 
formerly with Warners. 








aD » 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
RKO purchased ‘No Law in 
Shadow Valley,’ by W. C. Tuttle, 
and ‘Stage Stops at Pinyon Gulch,’ 
by Bernard McConville. 
Hans Rameau sold an original on 
the life of Jenny Lind to Universal; 








Joke,’ at work on the 20th-Fox lot | 


climaxed with a/| 








Deanna Durbin starrer. 


‘Inside Stuff—Pictures oe 


Unauthorized showings of pictures on U. S. Coast Guard vessels have 
been definitely squelched because of prompt action of distributors in ree 
porting the practice to the Copyright Protection Bureau. This resulted in 
a blanket order by the Coast Guard Commandant designed to check the 
practice in all its units. . 

Matter was brought to light when commanding officers of certain coast 
guard ships called to film exchanges to book product and rejected several 
suggested films because they claimed that they had been previously shown, 
In several instances these prints had been supplied by local exhibitors, 

Capt. L. C. Covell, replying for the commandant, sent out a general order 
in which he quoted from the letter of Gabriel Hess, in behalf of the dise 
tributors. Order reads: ‘Commanding officers of units where motion 





| pictures are exhibited will, in case of programs obtained from the Navy 


Motion Picture Exchange, comply strictly with the provisions of the 
Bureau of Navigation pamphlet. . . . When programs are obtained from 
other sources, care shall be taken that the exhibition thereof at the unit 
involved is properly licensed in writing by an authorized distributing 
agency, and that the terms of the license are fully complied with.’ 


This cooperation with distributors is similar to the general order issued 
several years ago by the adjutant general of the War Department, again 
at the request of the Copyright Protection Bureau, to all commanding 


generals in the nine corps areas having jurisdiction over C.C.C. camps in 
order to halt unauthorized showings by traveling exhibitors who visited 
various camps. 

Itinerant exhibitors, some of whom juggle playdates because traveling 
from town to town and sometimes hold back prints, always have been a 
source of trouble for the Copyright Bureau in past years, 





Warners is bearing down on its series of patriotic Technicolor shorts, 
arranging nationwide tie-ups through the American Legion, schools and 
patriotic and civic groups. Gordon Hollingshead, producer, won the 
Academy award with ‘The Man Without a Country’ last year, and is 
making four more historical films this year: ‘Lincoln in the White House,’ 
‘Teddy Roosevelt and His Rough Riders,’ ‘Remember the Alamo’ and 
‘American Cavalcade.’ Studio is stressing the American angle as opposed 
to European dictatorships. 

Five of WB’s new historical shorts will be shown Thursday (1) before 
1,000 delegates to the convention of the American Council of Education, 
Program consists of ‘Romance of Robert Burns,’ ‘Song of the Nation,’ ‘Man 
Without a Country,’ ‘Romance of Louisiana’ and ‘Give Me Liberty,’ all in 
color, 

American Film Center, latest non-profit educational film organization 
made possible through aid from the Rockefeller Foundation, is understood 
to have been established primarily to better the quality of all educational 
and scientific picture subjects but also will include non-theatrical films of 
all kinds. Group of experts in the educational field will make up the re- 
search advisory committee which will advise potential film makers. Small 
fee may be included for research advice but it is in no way a money- 
making project. 





Odessco Productions, Inc., has been chartered to conduct a business in 
motion pictures, etc., with principal office in Manhattan, and with G. B, 
Odlum, 1501 Broadway, and Stanley A. Odlum, 51 Ingram street, Forest 
Hills, L. I, among the directors. Bernard Steele, 1501 Broadway, is the 
third director. None of them is listed as owners of stock. The subscribers, 
each holding one share, are Charles F. MclIsaac, Walter K. Walker and 
James P. Murtaugh, 120 Broadway, N. Y. That is the address of the filing 
attorneys, Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett. Capital is $200,000, $i par value. 
{Floyd Odlum is backing William K. Howard in indie production in the 
east.] 





Hollywood is getting a big laugh out of the six stars named by the Dies 
Congressional Committee as ‘Reds,’ with Shirley Temple heading the list. 
Signatures of the players, including Clark Gable, Robert Taylor, James 
Cagney, Miriam Hopkins and Bette Davis, in addition to Miss Temple, 
had been sent by the h.o. publicity departments attached to congratulatory 
cables to Ce Soir, Paris daily, on its anniversary last March. Even Paula 
Walling, Hollywood correspondent for Ce Soir, did not know about it. 
She insists Ce Soir, far from being Red, is owned by a group of Paris 
bankers supporting the French government, 





A survey of the conditions facing writers who desire to turn their at- 
tention to writing for the screen has been completed by Frances Taylor 
Patterson, who has just returned from Hollywood, where she interviewed 
producers and writers on the lots of the major companies. Mrs, Patterson 
is in charge of motion picture work at Columbia University and the sur- 
vey is intended for the use of the students in the course which is to be 
held on Monday evenings during the academic year beginning Oct. 2. 





Boris Kaplan, head of Paramount's eastern talent department, con- 
tinues to receive applications from folks who think they have a chance 
on the screen as a result of series by King Features on motion picture 
talent and building of new folks for pictures. Many of them address 
Kaplan as ‘dean of Star University,’ because he was so tabbed in the 
series of stories that began breaking in newspapers eight or nine months 
ago, 





Gratitude for old kindnesses resulted in the assignment of Mary Jo 
Desmond to a featured role in ‘Annabel Takes a Tour’ at RKO. Lou 
Landers, director, remembered the time when he was a second assistant 
pilot and William Desmond, her father, was an outstanding star. Desmond 


is in a Pasadena sanitarium. His daughter had been with a little theatre 
group for three years. 





Film company press agents are mulling the possibilities of Holly wood, 
N. J., particularly in exploiting picture stars when they are east. Officially 
the post office covering this spot in Jersey is listed as West End, but it is 


best known as Hollywood-West End, being a part of Long Branch, Rutgers 
Neilsen unearthed the idea. 





‘Pygmalion,’ Gabriel Pascal's British-made production of George 
Bernard Shaw’s play, cost $675,000. It is the first of Shaw’s works to be 
made into a full length feature. Metro will distrib in America but picture 
will not be put on MG's regular domestic release slate, It will be road- 
showed in the U. S. and Canada. 


Most colossal list of autographs ever compiled will be awarded by 
Warners as a prize in a nation-wide contest in connection with the ‘Motion 
Pictures Are Your Best Entertainment’ campaign. Before the prize }S 


awarded signatures of all stars and featured players will be enlarged for 
use on 24-sheets. 








Lucille Watson, Selznick player, is understood to be under consideration 
for at least three stage plays this season on Broadway. Richard Aldrich 
wants her for ‘Marriage Royal’; George Abbott for ‘February Hill,’ and 
S. K. Lauren for ‘Many Happy Returns.’ 





J. Carrol Naish, Paramount player, arrived in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) to sit in on the Hines trial in state supreme court. Idea pu!- 


portedly is to study gangster types since he has been playing such roles 
in films lately. 





Annoyed by the rattle of casters on the pavement, Paramount shushed 
two miles of studio streets surrounding the outdoor sets. 
is made of soundproof asphalt, covering 50,000 square feet. 


New pavement 
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MPTOA Wants All 


SW Exhibitor 


Bodies to Get-Together in Oct. 


°, * 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 30. 
Morris Loewenstein, MPTOA na- 


tional secretary, is angling for state 


meetings of representatives and 
members of the Oklahoma, Texas, 
Missouri, Illinois, Arkansas, Ten- 


nessee and Louisiana exhib organi- 
zations for a southwestern § get- 
together to be held in Oklahoma 
City during the annual MPTOA 
convention scheduled for Oklahoma 
City in October. Frank Cassil, 
prexy of the Missouri exhibs asso- 
ciation and operator of the Rialto in 
St. Joseph, has written approval of 
the plan and promises full coopera- 
tion from his association. 

Bob O'Donnell of Interstate chain 
of theatres is also being contacted 
on possibility of holding the cir- 
cuit’s managers’ meeting here at the 
same time as the WPTOA conven- 


tion. Interstate’s annual confab at 
Galveston has not been held this 
yeal. 





Montreal Tourism 


Down, Pix as Well 
As Niteries Hurt 








Montreal, Aug. 30. 
With the end of the summer in | 
sight, this city is counting up the 


payoff on the U. S. tourists and is | 
discussing ways and means of get- 
ting better results. The estimate is 
that Montreal is down a couple of | 
millions on expected take this sea- | 
son and while poor roads, tolls on| 
bridges and competition from On- 
tario has something to do with it. 
the major reason is claimed to be 
lack of proper catering to tourists | 
when they reach here. Although | 
cabarets and niteries pay $1,000 li- | 
cense for the year, they are rigidly 
restricted to 2 a.m. closing, after 
which the town is dark except for 
bootleg joints. This is a considerable 
source of grumbling by Americans | 
coming here, and another reason is 
the law banning minors under 16) 
from attending picture theatres, even 
if accompanied by parents. 

Tourists are quite unaccustomed to | 
this and cannot understand why they 
should be barred. It hurts both | 
tourist trade and pix grosses at a) 
time when they are badly needed. 
Weather has been above average | 
heat this summer, which accounts 
also for pic grosses being below pre- | 
vious years at this time. 


MOMAND SUIT BOUND 
OVER UNTIL SEPT. 29 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 30 

Momand suit defendants’ motions 
are being held over until Sept. 29, 
before which time depositions will 
be taken in New York from the fol- 
lowing men: Neil S. Agnew, Para- 
mount general sales manager; Austin 
Keough, Paramount; Harold S. Bare- 
ford, assistant secretary and counsel 
of Warner Brothers, and Grad Sears, 

B general sales manager. 

Federal Judge A. P. Murrah will 
Tule Sept. 29 on all questions of 
jurisdiction involved. Hearing sched- | 








uled for today (30) but deferred | 
until Sept. 29, inchudes 20th-Fox, 
First National, Vitaphone, Para- 
mount, WB, and Griffith. Sum now 


involved is approximately $6,500,000. 





Radio’s Voice Centipede — 
Tested for Chan Roles 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Lung, radio’s ‘man of 1,000 
was given a screen test by 





Charles 
Voices,” 


Sol Wurtzel at 20-Fox as a pos- 
sible successor to Warner Oland in 
the Charlie Chan series. 

Lung’s test and more than a dozen 
others will be sent to New York for 
inspection by the sales department 

fore Wurtzel makes his choice. 


|said his membe.'s 


| head 











Lake Warner 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Warners is constructing its 
own 15,000,000 - gallon lake on 
the Calabasas ranch, complete 
with river, canal and waterfall, 
as a permanent set. 
First picture to use it will be 
‘Memphis Belle.’ 











F-W.C. WOOS SO. 


CALIF. INDIES 
COOPERATION 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Initiative has been taken by 
Charles Skouras, Fox-West Coast 
head, to effect harmony in ranks of 
Southern California exhibitors by 
advocating discussions of problems 
by a board comprising three indie 
operators and as many F-WC reps. 

Move took indies by surprise, but 
plan is roundly approved. Skouras 
said all his cards would be placed 
'on table and circuit ha: no ulterior 
j mete in seeking to iron out exhib 
| grievances. 

Robert Poole, general manager of 
the independent Theatre Owners, 
s should cast off sus- 
picion and give full support to 
Skouras’ plan. He added, ‘Skouras 
is only proposing ‘> do openly what 
has been done secretly.’ 

After the meeting, attended by op- 
erators, of 71 indie houses, Skouras 
took them all out to lunch. 


Mead of ner 
Newsreel Sent To 
Hosp. by Auto Spill 


Tom Mead, managing director of | 
Universal newsreel, _ suffered 
broken left leg, cuts 





| Jacerated left hand and several body | 


bruises when struck by an automo- 


bile at 42nd street and Second ave- | 








Cagney, 


V 1RIE TY 








‘MONTGOMER! 


NINES STH TERM 


Crawford Choice 
of Guild as V.P.s—May| 
Demand More Agent Ac- 
tivity for Clients—Juniors 
Act Up—Painters File De- 
mands for Shorter Week, 
Increased Pay 


SCRIB CREDIT TIFF 


Hollywood, Aug. 

Ralph Morgan will be be 
president of the Screen Actors Guild | 
at general election of officers Sept. | 
18. New prexy will succeed Robert 
Montgomery, who declined to run 
for reelection after holding post for 
nearly four years. 

James Cagney and Joan Crawford 
have been nominated for first and 
second vice presidents, respectively, 
and are practically certain of re- 
election. Edward Arnold is the ad- 
ministration nominee for third v.p. 
Paul Harvey is slated for recording 
secretary, and Port Hall treasurer. 


nominated for election to the board 
of directors for three-year terms: 
Edward Arnold, Beulah Bondi, Ralph 
Byrd, Melwyn Douglas, Porter Hall, 
Paul Harvey, Hugh Herbert, How- 
ard Hickman, Peter Lorre, Edwin 
Stanley and Gloria Stuart. 
Nominations, which are equivalent 
to election, were made by commit- 
tee composed of Pedro de Cordoba, 
Lucille Gleason, Boris Karloff, 
Emma Dunn, Maude Eburne, Robert 
Gleckler, Walter Kingsford, Henry 
O’Neill and Charles Trowbridge. 
While any 50 paid-up senior mem- 





The following members have been ! 











Kuykendal Stresses a For 
Reawakening Interest in Films; 


Wehrenberg Scores Anti-Pix Blasts 





Lost Dialect 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

In Paducah, Ky., a hotel, street 
and a bridge are named after 
Irvin S. Cobb, the town’s No. 1 
native son. 

In Hollywood, where Cobb is 
playing in “The Young in Heart,’ 
a Selznick-International lan- 
guage coach is teaching him a 
Dixie brogue. 











IBEW-IATSE N. Y. 
JURISDICTION 
HEADACHES 


An effort to further decrease the 
scope of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, Local 
No. 3, in the New York theatres, is 
indicated by opening parleys in 
connection with renewal of the ex- 
piring Labor Day contracts with 
Local No. 1, N. Y. stagehands, which 
at a meeting Monday (29) sought to 
draw a fine line on jurisdiction. At 
the meeting with Broadway theatre 
labor representatives, No. 1. in- 
dicated that it felt the electricians 
were in control up to the time a 
theatre was completed, but that 
after that, with the selling of the 





bers can make nominations up to}! 
Sept. 1, it is generally conceded the | 
regular slate will go over. 


Guild has announced following 


}rules to govern elections: 





of the face, =| hens he or she is also elected to or 


| nue, New York, yesterday (Tuesday ) 


morning. He was on his 


way to U’s| 


| 
offices in the RCA building and was | 


about to board a surface car when |} 
hit by an auto which was obscured | 
from vision by two taxis. Mead was | 
knocked several feet into the air. 
He was taken to the Ruptured and 


Crippled hospital where his ieg will 
|} be in 


weeks. 
will act 


a cast for about six 
George Doran, his assistant, 
during his absence. 


WBS STOCK CONVERSION 
NOW AT HALFWAY MARK 


Warner Bros. campaign 
holders of present 6% bonds to con- 
vert their old liens, due this fall, 
into the new issue of obligations was 





}a proxy. 


to get) 


| members who are threatening to get 


nearing the halfway mark, according | 


to latest New York stock exchange 
figures. 

Last totals showed only $18,159,500 
worth of old bonds remained to be 
converted with $11,240,500 worth of 
certificates of deposits for new liens 
listed. This represents an addition 


the new bonds. 


Arnow Aides Selznick 


Hollywood, Aug. 30 
Maxwell Arnow, former talent 
at Warners, has joined Selz- 
nick-International as a production 
aide to David O. Selznick 
He’s assi ‘Gone 


Wind.’ 


With the 


ened to 


lof $118.500 worth of certificates for | 


| teller 


‘Any 50 or more paid-up senior 
members may place in nomination 
any paid-up senior member by filing 
such nomination in writing at the 
Guild office on or before Sept. 1. 
Such nomination must indicate the 
position for which the member is} 
nominated. It should be remembered 
that no member can hold office un- 


is an incumbent on the board. 

‘Nominations are to be placed on 
the ballot in alphabetical order, with 
no distinction made as to the source 
of the nomination. 

‘Ballots will be mailed to senior 
paid-up members after Sept. 1. Bal- 
| lots must be brought to the meeting | 
| where they will be collected by a|! 
and proxy committee. Any 
paidup senior member may appoint 
any other senior paidup member as 
Proxy blanks will be 
mailed with ballots.’ | 





| 


Go After Agents 
At general meeting Sept 18. Guild | 
| members will consider an} 
amendment to the by-laws covering 
contracts of actors with agents. Lat- 
ter is being changed to afford bet- | 
ter protection for player, with guar- | 
antee that agent must actually find | 
work for his client. 
Guild tops and board of directors | 
are now trying to devise some 
scheme to curb activities of junior 


also 


out of line. One plan under consid- 
eration calls for abolition of the 
Junior Council of 33 members and 


election of 11 junior members to the 


board of directors. 

Latest move by junior division is 
a campaign to oust several paid 
tops in the SAG. Members are cir- 
culating petitions asking board of 
directors to revise the by-laws to 
| provide for election of all Guild em- 
| ployes Latter are now employed 
at the will and pleasure of the 
|board of directors. Resolution call- | 
ing for this change will be intro- 
| duced at the next meeting of the 
Junior Council Sept. 6. 


If proposed change is approved by 


the membership and board of direc- 
| tors. Kenneth Thomson, SAG execu- 
tive secretary; Aubrey Blair, head of 


(Continued on page 63) 


|'a meeting scheduled for 


| with John 


first ticket, everything electrically 
| should belong to the stagehands.. 


This and other changes in work- 
ing conditions is expected to high- 
light this year’s negotiations, with 
this aft- 
ernoon (Wed.), in all likelihood to 
bring out further demands in this 
connection. 

Wage scale for the ensuing one 
or two years has not yet been 
broached. In all probability there 
will be settlement on _ conditions 
prior to discussion of salary ranges 
for big as well as smaller houses. 

At initial get-together Monday 
(29), the theatre side was repre- 
sented by Major Leslie E. Thomp- 
son, for RKO and the Music Hall; 
Bob Weitman, for Paramount; Mar- 
vin Schenck, for Loew's, and Frank 
Phelps, for Warner Bros. 


100,000,000 Feet 
Must Be Cut For 


H’wood Cavalcade 








Hollywood, Aug. 
Hollywood’s most colossal job, rs at 
of sorting 100,000,000 feet of film for 


a feature-length picture glorifying 


the industry, began Monday (29) by 
the Academy of M. P. Arts and 
Sciences, in collaboration with the 
Museum of Modern Art Film Li- 
brary. Walter Wanger, as chairman 
of the producers committee on the 
document, supervises the editing 
Abott, the Library’s di- 


rector. Frank Capra will have charge 
of cutting. 

The cavalcade backtracks 43 years 
when Edison made ‘The Ki with 
May Irwin and John C. Rice 


Geo. McCall Set as U’s 
Holiywood Spieler 


Hollywood, Aug. 30 


Universal has signed George Mc- 
Call, radio gossiper, as narrator or 
its newsreel. 

He start a 
ire lined up. He edits | ( 

hich will deal with Hollywood 


* 


St. Louis, Aug. 30 
Ed Kuykendall, national president 
of MPTOA, was present last week 


when members of the MPTOA of 
Eastern Missouri and Southern Il- 
linois and representatives of film 


exchanges launched a drive to make 
this territory 100% for the ‘Motion 
Are Your Best Entertain- 
ment’ campaign now under way na- 
tionally. Approximately 175 heard 
Kuykendall outline the various an- 
gles, including the $1,000,000 budget 
and prize contests that will be em- 
ployed to again make the nation pic- 
ture-minded. 

Kuykendall said he felt that the 
campaign was the first great idea 
that has come into the industry in 
recent years and urged full hearted 
support because he believes that the 
great mass of people were gradually 
drifting away from film theatres. 
Kuykendall said that an outstanding 
screen opus will attract large num- 
| bers of patrons but the average pro- 
gZrams did not bring the customers 
out. ‘Something had to be done to 
bring the public back,’ Kuykendall 
continued. ‘This is a most oppor- 
tune time for the industry to get to- 
gether to cooperate for the general 
good of all. And, for once, everyone 
in the business is cooperating 100% 
and this is the best assurance that 
the results that will be obtained will 
be for the good of all.’ 

Admitting there were many 
abuses in the film industry Kuyken- 
dall made reference to the Govern- 
ment’s recent suit against producing 





Pictures 





companies, affiliates, individuals, 
etc., by stating that the abuses can 





be worked out without Government 
| intervention. He pointed out that 
| the federal suit is not a criminal one. 
Fred Wehrenberg, president of the 
local MPTOA, said that the poor biz 
experienced in recent months was 
not entirely due to the seasonal 
slump but unfair propaganda against 
the industry appearing in a number 
of publications. Besides Wehren- 
berg, members of the executive coms 
mittee of the MPTOA here in charge 
of the campaign are Harold W. 
(‘Chick’) Evens, manager of Loew’s; 
Clarence Kaimann, owner of a North 
St. Louis chain of nabes: Clarence 
Hill, manager of Columbia Pictures 
exchange; Harry C. Arthur, Jr., v 
and general manager of Fanchon & 
Marco’s interests here, and Ben B. 


Reingold, manager of 20th-Fox ex- 
change. 


A publicity committee composed 
of Evens, chairman; James E. Har- 
ris, p.a, at Loew's; Les Kaufman and 
M. L. Plessner of F&M, was appoint- 
ed to conduct the local campaign and 
|aid exhibitors throughout the juris- 
diction of the MPTOA of Eastern 
_ and Southern Illinois 


N Y. EDUCATORS STILL 
| OPPOSE ‘BIRTH’ FILM 


per Aug. 30. 
State Education Department today 





(Tuesday) filed an answer to the ap- 
plication of Sam Citron, film distrib- 
utor, and the American Comm'ttee 
on Maternal Welfare in the ‘Birth of 
a Baby’ picture case, which irgue 
;able in supreme court, Troy, Sept. 
16. The department asks disn il 
of Citron’s apreal, claiming that 
|; couchement is not and should not be 
a subject of entertainment 
It describe the film a me i] 
land having education: value. but 
ithe birth e ent for exe 
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 


“SPAWN OF THE NORTH” 
does best week’s business 
in the last six months at 
the Paramount. Breaks 
three-year house opening 
day record. Held over for 
second week. 


Wednesday, 














“SPAWN OF THE NORTH“ 
did a tremendous week’s 


business in three days. 











PORTLAND, MAINE NEW LONDON, CONN. 


“SPAWN OF THE NORTH” 
business terrific . . . within 


few dollars of house 


record. 





August 31, 1938 
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“SPAWN OF FEI 
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three days. 
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OMAHA, NEBRASKA WHEELING, WEST VA. LITTLE’ ROCK, ARK. 


‘At the Omaha Theatre, . 
-“SPAWN OF THE NORTH” 


opens to smash business 


turning in best opening 
day’s gross of entire year, 


beating “Wells Fargo.” 





——— one — 





At the Rex Theatre, 


“SPAWN OF THE NORTH“ 


opened to biggest day’s 


business in whole year, 


° “a 4“ 
topping Buccaneer, 


“Bluebeard.” 












Pulaski Theatre, “SPAWN 
OF THE NORTH” outgross- 
ing such big money- 
makers as “Buccaneer,” 
“Souls At Sea,” “Artists 
and Models.” 
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Hearst Chi Rag May Tab tered and the business moved to the : Cuscee eee. Psa oe 
Reports again rife concerning | Little & Ives quarters. Regular In Memoriam a Godden Moody and Brooks 
Hearst's Chicago Herald and Ex-| business of the publishing company | SNE Fe | slaney ° 


aminer going tab. Morning sheet re- 
cently was divorced from business 
office merger with Evening Ameri- 
can, 

Joseph V. Connolly, new president 
of Hearst newspapers, is in Chi cur- 
rently. One of his first moves was to 





bring Harry Reid back as city editor | 
'ly after the firm got into difficulties | 


on the Her-Ex, 
Chi Tribune, anticipating the Her- 


'and connected with Viking 


Ex going tab, has already printed | 


wagon signs announcing the Trib as 
the ‘only morning newspaper in Chi- 
cago. If the Her-Ex goes tab, it is 
expected that the Sunday edition will 
remain standard sized. 


Stern Asks Guild Parley 
Following 25 ‘economy’ firings in 
the past two weeks, J. David Stern, 


publisher of the Philadelphia Record, | 
last week formally notified the Guild | 


that he wished to reopen negotia- 
tions on the clause in the contract 
prohibiting wage cuts. 


An emergency meeting of the} 
Guild unit was immediately called | 
on Friday (26) and a committee 


named to fight both the wage cuts 
and further firings. A previously- 
named committee, to protest dismis- 
sals already made, has had one meet- 


ing with Stern so far, but obtained | 


satisfaction other than that he 
‘miscalculated’ the increase in in- 
come that could be expected when 
the price of the paper was tilted 
from two to three cents this spring. 

Unit at the emergency meeting 
recommended that the Guild’s gen- 
eral membership raise a $5,000 war 
chest to prevent further cannings or 
wage slashes. There was consider- 
able private discussion of strike pos- 
sibilities, but no formal mention on 
the floor. 


no 





Detroit Class Weekly Sold 
Goodwill and name of the Detroit 
Saturday Night, 30-year-old class 
weekly, which went bankrupt last 
May 23, brought $625 at public auc- 
tion last week in Detroit. David 
Risenan, the buyer, didn’t indicate 
whether he would continue use of 
the sheet’s name. 
Furniture and fixtures of the 
paper’s offices, appraised at $1,421, 
were sold in parcels for $1,364. 





New Facsimile Library 
New project of Alexander J. 
Hammerslough, who heads the book- 
publishing houses of Georgic Press 


and Paisley Press, is the Facsimile | 
those | 


Library to make available 


is being continued from there, ex- | 
cept that contemplated new books | 
on the firm’s list are being withheld | 
for the time being. | 

In charge of Covici, Friede, at) 
least until the organization’s future | 
is definitely decided upon, is Meyer | 
Bell. Pascal Covici went out short- 


Press, | 
taking with him John Steinbeck, the | 
ace scribbler on his list. Donald | 
Friede quit the company some time | 
ago. | 








books out of print for which there | 
| scope of The Living Age. 


may be a renewed demand. 


Publishers generally reluctant to | 


place an out-of-print book on the 
presses again upon an occasional call 


for the volume, as even a mini- 
mum press run is_ unprofitable. 
Hammerslough’s idea, however, is 


to reproduce such books by a pho- 
tographic process in editions of 500. 
Book thus reissued would sell at 
the former published price. Nec- 
essary, however, for advance sub- 





scriptions of two-thirds of such an! 


edition before a book will be re- 
issued. 





B’klyn Protestant Paper 


| 
| 
| 


Deane’s Post 

Albert Deane, head of foreign ad- 
vertising-publicity for 
has been made a member 
boaid of governors for the 
Magazine Institute of America. 

This institute is organized for the 
| purpose of setting up better house 
| organs or publications in the business 


world. 


House 





Screen Guide on Coast 

With Carl Schroeder appointed 
| editor-in-chief, Scre2. Guide will be 
| edited in the Coast offices, making it 
j} the only fan publiscatior actually 
| readied for printing in Hollywood. 

For three years Schroeder has 
been western editor of Annenberg 
Publications’ Screen Guide, 
Waltan Syndicate and Philadelphia 
Inquirer’s roto section. Herb Breg- 
stein will be his ex:cutive assistant. 





Rochester News Ads Up 


After withholding advertising from 
the newly - established Rochester 
(N. Y.) Evening News for six weeks, 
downtown theatre managers have 
reached an agreement effective Sept. 
1, which includes plenty of promo- 
tion on the sheet’s theatre pages. 

Managers hope to use this as a 
wedge to brighten the amusement 
pages of the other dailies, holding 
they are too cut and dried and not 
responsive to efforts to whet reader 
interest. 





J. H. Smyth’s Takeover 


Ninety-four-year-old mag, The 
Living Age, has been acquired by 
J. H. Smyth, who has formed the 
J. H. Smyth Publishing Co., N. Y,, 
to continue its publication. Pub- 
lishing offices have been moved to 
midtown from the Park Row quar- 
ters occupied by the periodical for 
years. 

Intention of the new _ publisher, 
who will also edit, is to expand the 


J. H. Smyth is not to be confused 
with another publisher, J. Henry 
Smythe. 





Prof. Phelps Again Picks ’Em 


Citing chilly reception accorded 
books by recognized authors last 
year, Dr. William Lyon Phelps Sun- 
day night (28) rendered his annual 
opinion of the year’s outstanding 
books at Pointe Aux Barques, Mich. 

Dr. Phelps, professor emeritus of 
English literature at Yale, described 
Mary Ellen Chase’s ‘Dawn in Lyon- 
esse’ as the ‘finest American novel 
of the year,’ but pointed out that not 


Stock sale has begun for a new |a single book, in England or Amer- 


secular newspaper, 


the Protestant | ica, 


dominated the field as ‘Gone 


Post, to be published out of Brook- | With the Wind’ did in 1936 and ‘An- 
lyn in the interest of the Protestant | thony Adverse’ in 1933. 


church, 
paper a 


Hoped to make the news- 


impressive editorial board is being | morial 


lined up. 


Frank R. Heinze has quit the edi- | as leaders among the ‘books I en- | 


| 


| 


Dr. Phelps, who gives the annual 


pretentious affair, and anj| review for benefit of Hubbard Me- 


Hospital, founded by his 
| brother-in-law, termed the following 


torial staff of the Brooklyn Daily | joyed most during the year’: Gen- 
Eagle to assume the editorship of eral literature, J. M. Barrie’s ‘The 


the new newspaper. 
Virdone’s Fine Arts Pubs 
Back from an extended stay 
the Coast, Paul C. Virdone 
coming a book publisher in 


on 
is be- 
New 


Green Hat’ and ‘Autobiography of 
W. B. Yeats’; novels, ‘Dawn in 
| Lyonesse,’ Robert Nathan’s ‘Barley 
Fields’ and Marjorie Rawlings’ ‘The 
Yearlings’; poetry, Leonard Bacon’s 
|‘Bullinger Bound’ and M. M. Whit- 


York under the name of Fam Pub- | ing’s ‘Into Another Spring.’ 


lishers, which is 
books on fine arts. 
will issue books on painting, music, 
poetry and the like, including an 
annual, Fine Arts Manual, record- 
ing the works and biogs of Amer- 
ican brush-wielders. 

Editorial board of Fam Publish- 
ers will be headed jointly by Leia 
Atkins and Catherine Virdone. 


Covici, Friede Future Weighed 


specializing 


Fuiure of Covici, Friede, New 
York, will be definitely decided 
upon within the next two weeks 


Very little likelihood that Little & | {! and intelligent. 


Ives, the N. Y. book printers, who 
control the book publishing com- 
pany’s assets, will continue oper- 
ating the publishing firm, as the 
printing house wants no part of the 
publishing biz if it can help it. Best 
possibility is that the Covici, Friede 


assets will be sold to another pub-|to 3c. inaugurated last spring. 


lishing concern. 


in} 
No fiction, but | 


Teaching "Em How 

Latest publication of the Amateur 
|Cinema League is ‘Featuring the 
|Family,’ by James W. Moore, head | 
|of the continuity department. One 
|of the series designed to teach the, 
amateur camera addicts how to shoot | 
and get away from the hackneyed. | 

Booklet contains four suggestive 
\scripts and two treatments, all in- 
| tended to wean the beginners away | 
from trite cinematography. Intended | 
for league members only. It’s help- | 


Annenberg’s Philly Reversion 


Reports prevalent in Philadelphia 
_ that M. L. Annenberg, publisher of 
the Inquirer, will revert to selling 
the paper for 2c. He had an agree- 
ment with other sheets on tilting | 





Annenberg’s new policy indicated 


Offices of Covici, Friede are shut-!a general circulation war in Philly. ' 


Click, | 


Paramount, | 


of the | Harlan 


j}name, is 


| 


| 
| 


Last week’s issue of the Con- 
necticut Nutmeg carried an 
article, ‘Birds Land—Aviators 
Alight,” by Frank Hawks. Mag 
was out the day the flyer was 
killed in a plane crash in up- 
state New York. 

In the article Hawks stated 
that he hoped to give up flying 
and become a writer. Piece 
was written by the aviator at 
the solicitation of George T. 
Bye, litarery agent and a co- 
editor of the mag, whose sum- 
mer home is near that of 
Hawks, at Redding, Conn, 











PERIODICALS 


Logan, whose Harlan Lo- 
gan Associates recently acquired the 
!mag Scribner’s, from the  book- 
publishing company of the same 
reputedly at work on 4 
;new mag. Associated with Logan in 
the new undertaking are Thomas 
Diehl and William Devitalis. Enter- 
prise will be a separate entity under 


NEW 


the name of the D. & L. Publishing 


Co. 

New project being kept under 
wraps by Logan for the time being, 
but he admits ‘a new magazine | 
might result.’ 

Although many of the pulp mag 
publishers are holding new mag 
projects in abeyance until the fall, 
Ace Magazines and its affiliate, Maga- 
zine Publishers, bringing out three | 
new publications now. Trio are| 
Variety Novels, All Novels and Eerie | 
Mysteries, all under the editorship 
of Harry Widner. 

Ace Magazine publishers has a 
number of other new periodicals, in 
the making, to appear soon. 

Growing interest in astrology, nu- 
merology, palmistry, graphology and 
mysticism in general resulting in an 
ever-increasing number of new mags 
on the subject. Latest is True Mys- 
iic Science, gotten out by the Conti- 
nental News, Inc., of Minneapolis. A 
monthly, the new periodical will 
cover the entire field of mysticism. 
R. T. Maitland Scott editing. 

Teddy Epstein, who publishes a 
string of publications, also contem- 
plating a mag on astrology. Plans 
for this one not completely formu- 
lated as yet. 

Lex Publications is a new mag 
publishing firm which has acquired 
five periodicals as the nucleus of 
a ehain of pulp and_ slick-paper 
mags. They are: Movie Humor, 
High Heel Stories, Silk Stocking 
Stories, Psychology and Psychology 
Digest. 

Acquisition of the quintet 
volves no editorial changes. 


in- 


publishing field, besides the plans of 
the Curtis Publishing Co. to get out 
a new mag, Jack and Jill. 

Parents’ Magazine issuing a one- 
shot called Best Stories for Boys and 
Girls. Reprint and pocket-sized. If 
response warrants, it will go into 
regular publication, using either re- 
prints, new pieces, or both. 

Child Life has taken on a new 
editor, Wilma K. McFarland, and the 
periodical will be stepped up to meet 
the growing competition in the field. 

Fickleness of . the mag-reading 
public has caused publishers of Bal- 
lyhoo to turn it into a quarterly. 
Initial appearance of the mag was 
tremendously received, a magazine 
debut repeated since only by Life. 
| Sponsors, unprepared for such a re- 
| ception, could hardly fill the de- 
mand. 

But demand soon enough began to 
|taper off, and circulation has re- 
| putedly continued to fall ever since. 
| Now, as a quarterly, Ballyhoo occu- 
pies a very modest spot. 

Latest addition to the ever-grow- 
ing number of mag publishing houses 
| is Hillman Periodicals, which starts 
off with Crime Detective as the first 
of a string of new periodicals, which 
will include a confession story mag 
and a film fan publication. 

Editing Crime Detective, and 
slated to serve as editor-in-chief for 
the group of periodicals contemplat- 
ed by the new firm, is Lionel White. 
He formerly edited True, for Faw- 
cett, and prior to that he guided Real 
Detective and others. 

President of Hillman Periodicals is 
Alexander Hillman, also a member 
of the book-publishing firm of Hill- 
man-Curi. Harold Bross, of the Van 
Rees Press, 
secretary. 

And now it’s a mag for butlers. 
called the Butlers Magazine, and in- 
tended as a chatter and news ex- 
change for the real-life Arthur 
Treachers from Park avenue to Sun- 
set boulevard. Inevitable, of course, 
that the initial issue carry on its 
cover a photo of Arthur Treacher, 
tops in butlers, even if he only 
screen-acts at it. 

Butlers Magazine has five editors, 








There’s marked activity in the juve’ 


the book printers, is} 


| also in on the publishing end. Five 
| understood to be experts on every 
‘angle of buttling. Oddly enough 


publication offices are in the Bronx, | 


where they only know butler as the | musicians when the kids fra; 


name of a grocery chain. 
Initial issue of Nightt Life, monthly 
'mag devoted to New York cafes, will 
appear this week. William H, Jones 
publishes with Alfred B. Stenzel edit- 


ing. 





George Macy’s Clubbing 
George Macy is by way of becom- 
ing a specialist in book clubs. Or- 


| 
Brooks, | 





ganizing a third, the Nonesuch Fel- | 
lowship, and will sell those volumes | 


produced by the 


Two other book clubs operated by 


Nonesuch Press. | 


Macy are the Limited Editions Club | 


and the Heritage Book Club. 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 
George W. Gaidzik, 52, and his son, 


when their boat capsized in a sud- 
den squall several miles off Highland 
Park, Il. . 

Father, a former Olympic diving 
champion, was columnist for Chi- 
cago Journal of Commerce. 


Frederick Mitchell Munroe, 80, 


| founder of Town and Country, which 


he published for years, died Aug. 29 
in Hempstead, L. I. 

Surviving are three children and 
six grandchildren. 

Carter Warner Wormeley, 62, for- 
mer newspaper man and at the time 
of his death director of publicity and 
advertising for the State of Virginia, 
died at his home in Richmond, Aug. 
(24) after an illness of several 
weeks. Last rites were in Richmond. 

Wormeley started newspaper work 
with the Richmond Journal and went 
from there to the Richmond News- 
Leader. He entered the service of 
the state during the term of Gov- 
ernor E. Lee Trinkle, as director of 
publicity. He was made poet laureate 
by act of the General Assembly. One 
of his poems is on bronze at Natural 
Bridge, show place of Virginia. 





CHATTER 


Zona Gale is 64. 

Virginia Lovenow 
Italy. 

Warner Bellwood shopping for a 
trailer. 
| Irvin S. Cobb is finishing his book, 
| ‘Mostly About Me.’ 
| Elizabeth Corbett likes New York 
as a summer resort. 


to winter in 





| Dick Williams selling sports stuff 
regularly to Liberty. 

Donald Henderson Clarke has a 
new novel coming out in the fall. 

Albert Maltz will lecture on play- 
wrighting at New York University. 

Hermann Hagedorn completing his 
biog of Edwin Arlington Robinson. 

Ben Lucien Burman doing a series 
on the Mississippi for the Satevepost. 

Frederic F. Van de Water elected 
second constable of his home town. 

Virginia Griggs uses a dictaphone 
because she can’t learn to use a type- 
writer. 

Carlton Smith’s yarn on swing 
music to appear in November issue 
of Esquire. 

Charles M. Brown sold his story, 
‘The Entangling Web,’ to Cosmo- 
politan. 

E. B. White, of the New Yorker, 
going over to Harper's to do a 
column. 

The Merle Armitage book about 
George Gershwin is down for Oc- 
tober publication. 


London on biz right after Labor Day. 
To be gone a month. 

Elliott Beach Macrae, one of the 
execs of Dutton, will wed Marjorie 
Knight, the authoress. 

Theodore McLarnin, back from 
Paris, says all the scribblers are now 
living in Carmel, N. Y. 

After all these years as a non-fic- 
tion scribbler, Clarence Dirks has 
soid his first short story. 

D. D. Beauchamp sold his story, 
‘Gearjammer,’ to Collier's and ‘Point 
of View’ to American mag. 

Margaret Hill McCarter, Kansas 
author, is critically ill in a Topeka 
hospital from heart ailment. 

Jacob Handelsman is entering the 
book publishing field via the Veritas 
Publishing Corp., New York. 

Burns Mantle has written a book, 
| ‘Contemporary American 
wrights.’ Dodd, Mead will publish. 

Ted LeBerthon, Hollywood col- 
| umnist for the L.A. Evening News, 
switched back to his old job, cover- 
ing night court. 

Title of For Men Only has been 

|Shortened to For Men. Publishers 
|have a suspicion that women read 
| the mag anyway. 
Stephen Slesinger closed a deal to 
| serialize Buck Jones’ life in the Big 
| Little Book series for Whitman pub- 
lishing company. 
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Jitterbugs 








(Continued from Page 1) 





ikly jn. 
vite them to ‘tea pad’ parties, a the 


road. While the reefer habit js said 
to have stemmed from the Harlem 
musicians and the super ‘ride’ men 
in the swing bands, the manner in 
which the jitterbugs have assim- 
ilated things is the problem. 

From that comes the thought that 
maybe this growing craze of swing. 
ology, which shows no sign of abate. 
ment, portends some freak phenom. 
enon in contemporaneous Americana. 
Maybe it means nothing more than 
an advanced jazzique percolating 
into the advanced syncopation stand. 
ards of the land. But the hookup 


the kids’ peculiar actions 


| on the road, while the dance bands 


| Arthur Murray, 
| his dance styles, observes 





| commitments, is 


Michael, 15, were drowned Aug. 20, | again. 


have been filling the one-nighter 


something — else 


In line with this trend of thought, 
who should know 
(1) that 
dansapation styles and war talk 
seem to have some sort of an affin- 
ity; and (2), war talk has usually 
made for more and more freak com- 
munity dancing. 

Murray, who is a foremost dancing 
master, harks back to 1912-14, the 
period just before the World War, 
when more new freak dance steps 
were born. Then, too, the Paul 
Jones and ‘shine’ type of community 
dancing held forth. Today it runs 
the gamut from big apple to Lam- 
beth Walk; from the jeep dance to 
pealin’ the peach. 


Jitterbugs Riot 
Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Jitterbugs had their day when the 
largest crowd in_ swing history 
packed Soldier's Field last week (23). 
More than 200,000 ickeys got out of 
control of the ushers and nearly 
1,000 policemen. Four name bands 
and nearly 100 amateur swing- 
wielders took part in the jamboree 
put on by Chicago’s new Century 
Committee and sponsored by the tab 
Chi Times. 

Swingfest got under way as Jimmy 
Dorsey and his band wafted the 
jamboree’s theme song ‘Flat Foot 
Floogee.’ By the second chorus, the 


| crowd stampeded and swarmed over 


Soldier’s field, making it almost im- 


possible for Abe Lyman’s orch, with 


| 








|} to m. ¢. 
| winners at Loew's State. 


Ethel Shutta, Earl ‘Father’ Hines’ 
and Bob Roberts’ bands to follow. 

Only Bill Robinson was able to re- 
store any semblance of order, but as 
soon as he left sporadic fist-fights 
were in order. At one a.m. it was 
all over, and officials who had put 
on the show muttered ‘Never again. 

Times scored a victory over the 
Tribune when the swing-session Jam- 
boree at the Stadium drew over 
200,000, or nearly twice as many as 
the Trib’s musical festival a week 
ago. Of course, the Trib charged 
admish, whereas jamboree, put on 
by Chicago New Century committee, 
was gratis. Trib had spent a fortune 
in space and money to put over the 
Festival, whereas the Times went for 
oniy a few columns of editorial 
space, and developed the jamboree 
into the biggest promotional stunt of 
its kind in the city’s history. 


Day following the affair, Trib 
panned the show. WGN, Tribune 
affiliate, refused to broadcast the 


| swing-fest, although it was strictly 
Bennett Cerf (Random House) to | 


of a civic nature. WMAQ attempted 
to broadcast the show, but only man- 
aged to get Abe Lyman on the alr. 

Amateur swing band contest, 
which the Chicago Greater Century 
Committee was to have held in Sol- 
dier’s Field last week, will be held 
Thursday (1) behind locked doors 
in the Navy Pier instead. No one, 
other than actual members of the 35 
bands, will be permitted to enter. 

This precaution follows the tre- 
mendous crush which mobbed Sol- 
dier’s Field last week in the open-all 
and made it impossible for any sem 
blance of a contest to be held. “ 
sides ruining some $4,000 worth 0 
turf the 100,000 jam of people overs 
ran the field and wrecked about $2,- 
000 worth of the amateurs’ instru 
ments. 


N. Y. Harvest Mvon Sellout 


New York Daily News’ annual 
promotion stunt, the Harvest ae 
was a sellout a couple of days 4 
tickets went on sale. The —— 
tonight (Wednesday) at Madison a 
Garden plays to 20,000 people, 4 
tickets can’t be had ata premium. 

Ed Sullivan, the News’ Hollyw° _ 
columnist, came in from oe Ss 
He'll also appeal! with 
N. Y., com- 


i'mencing tomorrow (Thursday). 
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Akron Indies Force Abolition 
Of $1 a Card Keno in Sector 





Akron, Aug. 30. 
Akron independent theatre own- 
ers and the operators’ union today 
felt they were riding the crest of 
victory after Summit County Sheriff 
Walter O'Neil abandoned his ‘home 
rule’ policy on gambling and or- 
dered a purge of all gambling— 
keno, bingo, slot machines’ and 


punchboards. 
For the last three weeks the the- 


atre owners’ association, comprised 
of neighborhood houses in Akron, 


and the film operators’ union, have 
peen hammering away at Mayor Lee 
D. Schroy and Sheriff O’Neil in an 
effort to have a ban placed on keno 
and bingo on the ground that they 
have injured attendance at theatres. 

‘This has been the worst summer 
season in 20 years for Akron theatres 
pecause of the fact that 25,000 men 
and women in Akron and Summit 
county have been playing bingo and 
keno,’ Robert Menches, president of 
the association and manager of the 
Liberty, declared today. ‘The big 
downtown first run theatres and the 
neighborhood theatres have suffered 
alike,’ he added. 

Sheriff O’Neil’s action has fore- 
stalled, temporarily at least, a move- 
ment to distribute recall petitions for 
the removal of the sheriff, Mayor 
Schroy and County Prosecutor Alva 
J. Russell. 

Menches revealed that the three 
officials had been given an ulti- 
matum 10 days ago that action would 
be taken unless keno and bingo 
games were stopped. He said that 
he hoped Mayor Schroy would give 
the sheriff cooperation in the gam- 
bling purge. In addition to Akron 
there are two other cities in 
county, Barberton with a population 
of 25,000 and Cuyahoga Falls with 
22,000. 

Menches said he would call on the 
mayor and show him the first of a 


series of screen trailers all independ- | 


ent theatres planned to exhibit. The 
trailers condemn the mayor for per- 
mitting gambling to ‘run rampant’ 
without interference and call for the 
support of theatre patrons, through 
letters and personal calls to the 
mayor, sheriff and prosecutor urg- 
ing that the law be enforced. 

‘As an alternative, the association 
planned to foster a move for recall 
of officials who continued to ignore 
the law,’ said Menches. ‘This would 
be a drastic step, but fully justified 
under the circumstances.’ 

Three large groups have been of- 
fering keno and a wide variety of 
gambling, all three outside the city 
of Akron. 
suburban Cuyahoga Falls. 

Mayor Schroy several days ago 
declined to act against keno games 
where prizes, other than cash, are 
awarded to winners, holding them to 
be harmless entertainment. 

State tax office spokesman here 
declared the 3% amusement tax col- 
lected from operation of keno and 
bingo in the county amounts to about 
$500 a month. ‘Clamping down the 

don keno,’ he said, ‘will affect our 
earns temporarily, but eventually 

€.state will lose nothing because 
We will make up the difference in 
increased returns from the theatres 


and other amu 2’ he 
added, sement centers, he 


The bingo spots vary their fees, | 


offering one card for $1 on the good 


nights of the week, two cards for | 


$1 the other nights. 





Bingo Out, Banko O.K. 
Th Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 
PP State _attorney general has 
in . 8n opinion that bingo, used 
i orn of theatres and night 
ry i roughout the state, is a lot- 
Y in violation of the state law. 
a he state Supreme court, however, 
S held Bank Night legal. 
try deep-dyed mystery in the indus- 
oop fre is how some of the lower 
tee abr equent-run grind houses 
smal] €, with seating capacities as 
alo as 300, to have cash gift nights 
ng with their double feautres at 
With « admission. The Stockholm 


ha capacity of 340, gives away 


+ 





Anyway, It’s a Plug 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

LeRoy Prinz, dance director 
at Paramount, is organizing a 
studio post of the American 
Legion and one for Sons of the 
Legion. 

Seniors and juniors are due to 
march in the parade at the 
Legionnaire convention here to 
ballyhoo the picture, ‘Sons of 
the Legion.’ 


Theatre Mag Would 
Settle $50,000 Suit 














William C. Gross, as assignee for 





the | 


One’ keno spot was in| 


| the creditors of the defunct Theatre 
Magazine Co., has requested N, Y. 
; Supreme Court Justice Church for 
| permission to settle a $50,000 in- 
| fringement suit against 20th Century- 
| Fox Corp., for $1,000. The action 
| was based on the use of the maga- 
|zine’s cover design in a scene of 
| the picture, ‘George White’s Scan- 
| dals of 1935.’ A suit based on the 
| same complaint by F. Faye Kaplan, 
| assignee for the artist of the design 
| in the Federal Court, was filed sev- 
eral months ago. 

The court decided Miss Kaplan 
|had no claim to ownership of the 
|design. It ruled that the design had 
been used without Theatre Mag com- 
|pany’s consent, and on this ruling 
| the creditors of the magazine filed 
the $50,000 suit. 


GURIE GOES BURMESE 
TO KORDA ON LOANOUT 


Samuel Goldwyn is loaning Sigrid 
|Gurie to Alexander Korda to play 
opposite Sabu in ‘Burmese Silver,’ 
adapted from the novel of Edward 
Thompson by Sir Robert Vansittart, 
chief diplomatic advisor to his ma- 
| jesty’s government. Miss Gurie will 
| sail for London as soon as Sabu con- 
| cludes his trip in this country, where 
| he will arrive Sept. 12, and will re- 
|;main until after the American pre- 
|miere of his latest Korda picture, 
| ‘Drums,’ at Radio City Music Hall 
Sept. 29. In ‘Burmese Silver’ Miss 
Gurie will follow in vein of her 
|; screen debut opposite Gary Cooper 
_in ‘Marco Polo.’ 
| 











| 
$5 three nights a week in addition 


to presenting two features and three | 


short subjects for 10c, probably the 
| ultimate in entertainment bargains. 
Practically all of these 
|double-feature ‘shooting galleries’ 
| have deep-well cooling and ventilat- 
| ing plants. 





Cinematic Alger Story 
Pine Bluff, Ark., Aug. 30. 

Carl Tucker, a local youth came to 
the box office of the Alamo here 
| Tuesday (23) and put down a dime 
for a ticket and, on being told the 
admission was 25c left, but later re- 
turned with another dime. A by- 
stander loaned him the other nickel. 

He went inside and a few minutes 
later won $100. 
| Legal Test on Bank 
Lynchburg, Aug. 30. 

Judge Harris S. Birchfield of 
Roanoke has taken under advisement 
the test case to determine the legal- 
ity of ‘bank nights’ and ‘Ford nights’ 
at the National Theatre Corp.'s 
houses. 
| T. Warren Messick, one of the at- 
torneys defending Elmore D. Heins, 
v.p. and manager of the corporation, 
threw a wrench into State’s case 
when he insisted Comonwealth wit- 


nesses be instructed of their consti- 
tutional rights. As a consequence 
some of the witnesses declined to 
testify. 

Both sides cited cases in other 
states to uphold their claims, 


dime | 
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Big Chain Wrangling with 
Distributors on Where to 
Spot the Choicer Film 
Product—Oriental’s Clos- 
ing Keynotes the Jazzed- 
Up Theatre Situation 








REALTY ANGLES 





Chicago, Aug. 30 
Loop theatre and picture situation 
is in the worst mixup in history and, 


}at present, is on the edge of an ex- 
Vs. 2 0th-Fox for 1G} piosicn that would completely 


change the theatrical map of the 
Balaban & Katz 
is engaged in a series of wrangles 


with several of the top distributors 
over product, and the distribs are 
threatening competitive action un- 
less B. & K. will agree to terms 
more suitable to the exchanges’ 
likes, 

Much of the difficulty follows the 
closing of the Oriental, which has 
made the releasing situation in the 
loop so tight that many of the top 
pictures are being forced into houses 
and runs which, the distributors 
claim, are unfair to the flicker. 

Example of such a situation is the 
case of ‘Four Daughters’ (WB), 
which is a present source of heated 
bickering between Warner Bros. and 
B. & K. Circuit wants to play the 
picture in the Roosevelt, but the dis- 
trib is yelping that the house (1,500 
seats) is much too small for a flicker 
which is figured for cream coin. Dis- 
trib is asking for the Chicago, but 
B. & K. is nixing the flicker for its 
flagship. Two firms are now in a 
huddle and trying to arrive at some 
agreement on the mixup which has 
become a rather frequent occurrence 
in the loop of late. 

Roosevelt has become a headache 
to B. & K., being too small for the 
big pictures and too big for the 
sloughs. Has resulted in so much 
tiffing that B. & K. is ready and 
willing to fold the Roosevelt entire- 
ly. Has been negotiating several 
propositions which would dispose of 
the property completely and elimi- 
nate it from the theatrical map. 

Marshall Field Estate 


B. & K. has been asking $1,500,000 
|for the State street property on the 
agreement that the spot would be 
utilized for anything but film exhi- 
bition. On this basis it has had a 
|series of confabs with the Marshall 
Field Estates, which is extensively 
|interested in Chicago land, especially 
jin the loop. It is understood that 
B. & K. has been interested in work- 
ing out a deal whereby Marshall 
Field Estates woull take over the 
Roosevelt and turn over the State- 
Lake building and theatre fee to the 
circuit in exchange. However, this 
is extremely unlikely since one of 
the Estates’ prime principles is not 
ito dispose of any loop land that it 
owns. Naturally, one of the B. & K. 
clauses in the deal would be that the 
Roosevelt be transformed into a 
mercantile establishment of some 


| downtown section. 
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Not the Type 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
With the studios producing a 
lot of outdoor pictures, Regis 
Toomey went into training on 
the beach and developed his 
biceps and a coat of tan, hoping 


Called to 
part, he 
because he 


to get a he-man role. 
{ Metro for a featured 
was turned down 
looked too healthy. 
Studio wanted an 
looked like an 


acto! 


invalid, 











Prosperity Comes 


To Pineville, Mo., As 





St. Louis, Aug. 30. 

A touch of realism was added to 
| Pineville, Mo., an Ozark mountain 
|}community of 422, where ‘Jesse 
| James’ is being filmed by 20th Cen- 
| tury-Fox, when three genuine ban- 
|dits robbed a combo grocery store 
|and tavern near the burg last week 
|and escaped. The Ozark area is agog 
lover the work of preparing 
| ville for the major scenes as 400 
| truckloads of dirt covered the paved 
Main street and false fronts and 
| wooden sidewalks were built to bring 
| back the locale of 70 years ago. 

The fly in the ointment is that 
|most of the stars will live in Noal, 
|Mo., 10 miles away during the film- 
jing. Tyrone Power, cast as Jesse 
| James, and Henry Fonda, as Jesse’s 
| brother, Frank, are living in the only 





|Noel. Half of Pineville’s population 
| will be used as extras if they allow 
ltheir beards to grow to the luxuri- 
ance demanded by the director. 
is booming in the area and one cafe 
| owner claims a 400% increase since 
ithe film folk moved into the com- 
munity. 


HENIE BACK SEPT. 8, 





Sonja Henie, who has been vaca- 
tioning in Europe, is due back in 
New York Sept. 8, coming in from 
Oslo, Norway, where she has been 
most recently. Her picture, ‘My 
Lucky Star,’ completed before she 





| left Hollywood, follows ‘Alexander’s | 


| Ragtime Band’ into the Roxy, N. Y., 
| the middle of September. 

Miss Henie will discuss plans for 
| her ice show tour this winter while 
in New York. This probably will 
start early in 1939 after she has 


|completed another starrer for 20th- 
| Fox. 


WB’s Lane and Lynn 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 


Warners is building up Priscilla 


Lane and Jeffrey Lynn as a new 
romantic team because of their work 
jin ‘Four Daughters.’ 

Their next, ‘The Great Lie,’ 


kind. 
| Another item which is causing | 
considerable underground comment 
lin the business is the invasion of the 
loop by Essaness, which is a tenant 
in many B. & K. houses out in the 
various neighborhoods. Of particular 
interest to the film biz locally is the 
indication that Essaness is not go- 


ing to be conten with continuing 


the downtown \Jood which it ha 
taken over from Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer, as a bsequent run spot 
Essaness is considerin,, shoving the 
house into first-run flickers: at least 
occasionally, if it is impossible to ob- 
tain sufficient fresh product to op- 
erate the house on a first-run policy 

Meanwhile, the Ori 4] is a hot- 
bec of rumors and underground ac- 
tivity, with several operator 
'throughout the country having come 


getting additional treatment to fatten 


their roles. 





to town to try to work out some kind 
of deal with the owners of the prop- 
etry, despite the fact that the house 
still assumed to bo under B. & K 
leasehold. B. & K. has a man in the 
house continuous] 
holds 
of reopening the house 
while B. & K. is 

both policy and product for the 
hvuse, the owners ar: 


and from time to 
the possi- 


How- 


pondering 


time meeting on 


Lsasy 
DILLY 


ever, 


reportea 


iderably het up over the fa 

the house is dark and have he 
cer eral € bon with B & 

to get the theatre ope 

pr’ ) 


: ’ | 
Jesse James Starts latest type theatre seats, and even 


Pine- | 


airconditioned room in the county at | 


Biz | 


TO SET HER ICE SHOW 


-_—~— 


Courtney, Ill. State Atty, in Big 
Drive Vs. Chi’s 6,000 Air-Conditioned 
~ Handbook Shops; An Aid to Film B.0.s 


Chicago, Aug. 30 
film theatres I 
unexpected 


Local 


from an 


are benefiting 


windfall 


and 


|} from an unexpected direction. For 
unwittingly helping to up gro Ses, 
State’s Attorney Thomas E. Court- 


ney should be presented with a spe- 
|Clal plaque in the ‘Pictures Are 
Your Best Entertainment’ drive. 

It all came 


a 


about when Courtney 


decided that 6,000 handbooks operat- 
ing in Chicago were too much. So 
he armed his squads with axes and 
Started out methodically to demol- 
ish them once and for all. He spared 


no one, completely blanketing the 
| city just as fast as the boys could get 
| to them. 

| Hundreds of the handbooks. rep- 
| resenting investment from $15,000 to 
$50,000, are air-conditioned, have 





provide free lunch. When it is 
realized that some of the joints 
sloughed play to a 1,000 admissions 
daily, and a conservative estimate al- 
| lows 200 patrons to a parlay parlor, 
| that’s plenty of patrons daily from 
| whom local cinemas and other the- 
| atrical attractions derived no rev- 
enue. The jitterbook fans seem to 
| be the only ones around with leisure 
| time and money. After five hours 
doping the ponies, none ever seem 
| to have ambition left to visit a thea- 
| tre—even if they hit the daily 
| double. 

| But the local pendulum has swung 
| the other way. As long as Court- 
ney’s flat-foot floy floys chop chop 
along, local cinemas have found 
| trade on the upbeat. Matinees, par- 
ticularly in the loop, where 346 hand- 
| books were reported operating with- 
in an eight-block radius of ‘he the- 
atrical sector, reported an 8% ine 
crease in afternoon biz. In the nabes, 
where women accounted for 60% of 
the Dookies’ clientele, a very sharp 
increase in attendance is reported. 

For the first time in a lone while 
queues are to be seen in front of 
the United Artists, Palace and other 
| loop houses. 

Jitterbook operators are nervous- 
ly marking time. They’ve tried mov- 
| ing upstairs or next door. They’ve 
| tried replacing with cheap equip- 
ment, but Courtney’s lads keep re- 
| sharpening their axes. Film tills will 
| continue to benefit accordingly. 


6 FILM COMPANIES 
PROTEST LA. TAX TAP 


| 





New Orleans, Aug. 30. 

Protest on behalf of six film ex- 
changes here against valuation of 
$50,000 each for assessment purnoses 
of films on hand in possession of the 
exchanges was made before the 
Orleans parish board of equaliza- 
| tion here Friday (26). 
| Assessor James E. Comiskey de- 
|clared that the films were estimated 
to produce $2,500 a week. Louis L. 


Rosen, attorney for the exchanges, 
declared that in some cases the 
film was not owned by the com- 
panies maintaining the exchanzes, 
that they were all prints and not 
originals, and cost only lic. per 
foot. He said that Comiskey was 


assessing them on their rental value 


Jess Cove, chairman of the equal- 
ization board, asked for written pro- 
test to be referred to the Louisiana 
State Tax Commission for de 

Protesting, and the amount each 
figured was a fair assessment, fole- 
low: Republic Pictures. $1.640: Metro 
$6,483; United Artists, $1.318: Uni- 
versal, $2,736: 20th-Fox, $3.449, and 
Vitagraph, Ine Warner Bros.) 
$2,574. 

Will He Have Fun 
Hollywood, Aug. 3 

So) Lesser’s ‘Peck’s Bad Boy at the 
( ie n it RKO tn 
T Kelly a An Gillis 

Grant 


Mitchell and 
IcFarland are in the cast. 
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Nom effort nor money will be spared to 


give this picture, one of the greatest box- | 
office pictures United Artists has ever distributed, 
the biggest send-off enjoyed by any attraction 


released by any company in the last few years! 


60,000,000 PEOPLE 


will be bombarded with the news that you 
can’t beat ‘‘Drums’’ for entertainment! 


span 


NATIONAL ADVERTISING SCHEDULE 














Publication Circulation @ Publication Circulation * 

AMERICAN WEEKLY.. .... 6,855,634 Mopern Macazinss ....- 1,309,666 
Modern Screen 

BE Asa niucthcrsa e sakes 2,000,000 a iiek Manes 

Tee at a Mewes: Dieses  _ 467,275 

SaT. EvENiNG Post ........ 3,037,562 eo | ae 632,099 

ere 2,389,606 Screenland 

TI ii scciccicintensanes 2,626,739 iat healaiiat 

eS) yer re 204,350 Deut. ScrEEN Group... 263,912 1H 
Film Fun 

Junior SCHOLASTIC ...... 100,000 Screen Romances 

Parents’ MaGaZzineE...... 454,088 reeruas FLay ............:. 162,846 


Rebus A NEWSPAPER BARRAGE OF HARD-HITTING, 
SURE-SELLING, LARGE SPACE ADS IN 59 KEY CITIES! 
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q THE SAVAGE HEART OF THE EAST r., 7 
: and the stout heart of the West in bitter 

4 struggle... the only hope of peace locked in 

‘ the loyal heart of a boy princeline. 


ORO gh om * 











THE LOVE OF A WOMAN for a brave 
man... as she follows him into the lorbid- 
ding Himalayas, sharing the perils ol a seeth- 
ing borderland. 
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Perelnans, Philly Indies, File 
Elaborate Arguments Why Dualing 


Ban by Distribs 


Washington, Aug. 30. 
Confirmation of the Pennsylvania 
Federal court ruling that film dis- 
tributors’ ban against double-featur- 


ing violates the anti-trust laws is 
sought in a brief of two Philadelphia 
exhibitors to the U. S. Supreme 
Court 

Taking issue with six majors, | 


Harry and Louis Perelman, Philadel- 


phia theatre operators, are fighting 
the requested review of the decision | 
that contract clauses are incompati- 
ble with the Sherman and Clayton 
acts. Declare the refusal to license 


films to houses with. dual policy is 
an improper burden on interstate 
commerce, whether by concerted o1 
individual action 

After complaining that major dis- 
tribs gave the court a one-sided 
slant, Perelmans point to numerous 


opinions to the effect that good in- 
tentions do not exempt individuals 
from penalties imposed under the 
anti-trust statutes. Even if double- 


featuring is considered undesirable 
by large numbers of people and or- 
ganizations, such animosity is no de- 


fense against law violations, brief 
says 
Exhibitors must enter contracts 


for product, and if unable to obtain 
films without promise not to dual, 
they are deprived on a source of 
supply, Perelmans note. Refusal of 
distribs to deliver reels, except in 
accordance with such pledges, dis- 
rupts the entire business arrange- 
ments of theatre managers. 
WB Angle in Pennsy 

Anti-dual ceause is particularly op- 
pressive in Pennsy because of the 
preferential treatment given Warner 
Bros. houses in Philly, the court was 
told. Because of the ‘protection’ 
angle, majors’ features have lost 
novelty and drawing power by the 
time they are released to subsequent- 
run, independent houses. Addi- 
tional attraction must be provided 
in order to lure patronage. As a re- 
sult of the majors’ ban, indie exhibs 
have no recourse except to get B 
pictures from independents, which 
brings an additional curse, since the 
big firms will not allow their prod- 
uct to be shown on same bill. 

Apparently the motive of 
majors is to forestall evils which 
have not resulted and to obtain 
benefits which lead to maintenance 
of higher rentals, the brief con- 
jectures. And some of the majors 
which will not tolerate dualing in 


Pennsylvania themselves follow 
doube-features policy in their af- 
filiated houses elsewhere. Noble 


motives and desire to maintain bene- 
fits for their output are not a re- 
spectable defense against asserted 
violations of Sherman and Clayton 
acts, in the mind of the Perelmans, 
who added, in reminder to the high- 
est court, that ‘the likes or dislikes 
of any number of persons to the ex- 
hibition of double features and the 
maintenance of defendants’ price for 
their products furnish no valid rea- 
son why the plain mandate of the 
Sherman and Clayton acts should 
absolve the defendants from the 
penalties attendant upon their vio- 
lation.’ 


The evidence in the Pennsylvania 


trial amply supports finding 


the majors, the brief says. 


+ 


the | 


that | defendant 
anti-dual clause is result of a plot by 


Should Be Kayoed 


Makes Crime Pay 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Crime pays Don Brodie, who 
played only bit parts for years 








until he was called for the first 
of the Crime Club pictures at 
Universal. 

Since then he has been in 
every one ol the series, five, 


with a father part each time. 


PAR TO BUILD 














Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Paramount is reported ready to 


build a deluxe theatre in Hollywood. 
Only majer film company without a 
first-run outlet here, it has been 
forced for a number of years to de- 
pend on the Paramount theatre, in 
downtown Los Angeles, now oper- 
ated by Fanchon & Marco in asso- 
ciation with Par. 

Studio feels it should have an 


even break with Metro, 20th-Fox, 
Warners and other majors which 
have Hollywood outlets for top 
product. 





Small Avoids Congestion 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 


Edward Small moved from United 
Artists to General Service studio to 
| launch two pictures at the same time 
next month. By that time the UA 
lot will be crowded, with Samual 
Goldwyn and Walter Wanger units 
going full blast. 

Small’s impending films are ‘King 
of the Turf,’ starring Adolphe Men- 
|jou, and ‘South of Pago Pago,’ co- 
starring Jon Hall and Sigrid Gurie. 





Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Essaness Officially takes over the 
downtown Woods theatre from 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer on Fri- 
day (2). 

Herb Elisburg, publicity and ad- 
vertising director for the circuit, 
will also officiate as overseer of the 
circuit’s sole theatre holding in the 
loop. 





DEANNA, AGENT SPLIT 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Deanna Durbin and Jack Sherrill, 
her agent, canceled their contract by 
mutual agreement. 
James Durbin, her 
guardian, is handling 
| affairs temporarily. 





father and 





| tends to use a feature film ef one 
defendant, this defendant will refuse 
to deliver if a feature film of an- 
| other defendant is intended to be 
used concurrently, and the second 
could not deliver the 


second feature film by reason of the | 
Answers | same restriction, if to be used con- 


the majors’ contention that length of | jointly with the first feature film. 


time over which the prohibition was 
adopted disproves idea of joint ac- 
and | defendants’ contracts not only is to 


‘Assent 
to work to a 


tion or conspiracy. 
tacit understanding 
common purpose 
by quotations from Ed Kuykendall, 
Louis B. Mayer and others, the 
Philly operators insist. Fact that 
phraseology is not identical likewise 
does not undermine complaints, be- 
cause the concurrence 
purpose still is noticeable. Clauses 
in each company’s contract are just 
as effective as if they enter a gen- 
eral treaty. 

‘Coercive’ Charge 

‘It is obvious that the restriction 
against double featuring on one pro- 
gram with its attendant penalties is 
coercive because independent ex- 
hibitors must contract with the de- 
fendants to stay in business profit- 
ably and cannot contract with any 
of them if double features are re- 
sorted to,” Perelmans summarize. 

‘Furthermore, the restriction denies 
to the exhibitor a free and untram- 
meled market because of the inevit- 
able concert of action between the 
defendants, since if an exhibitor in- 


is plainly shown’ 


in common | 


| ‘Hence, the sure and certain ef- 
' fect of this common restriction in 


| unduly obstruct but also to stop the 
free flow of interstate commerce in 
| defendants’ feature films. Even 
| should the exhibitor attempt to use 
a feature film of an independent 
producer, his market is still tram- 
meled, because then he must sur- 
render his right to defendants’ fea- 
| ture films without which he cannot 
stay in business profitably. Hence, 
his only alternative is to refuse to 
deal with the independent producer 
because of the coercion of the de- 
fendants. This enforced refusal is 
plainly an unlawful restraint on in- 
terstate commerce.’ 

Suit which the Supreme Court has 
been acted to review is a civil, not 
a criminal proceeding, and has no 
direct relationship to the big Fed- 
eral anti-trust suit, which aims at 
stamping out certain booking 
methods. Government is not a 
party to the case, in which Vita- 
| graph, RKO, Paramount, Metro, 
| 20th-Fox and United Artists have 
been attacked. 
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| GN Approved | 








(Continued from page 3) 
to the minimum in an attempt to 
bring company out of its muddle. 
Neary, under questioning, placed 
value of 58 pictures now in release 
and their accessories at $496,000, as 


of inventory at time of bankruptcy | 


filing last February. This figure, 
Neary stated, does not include any 
anticipated returns from distribu- 
| tien of the films. Of the 58 pictures, 
30 are films acquired by GN for re- 
lease, with 28 produced by com- 
pany Value of GN’s fixed assets 
were placed at $151,412 by Neary, 
including studio and exchanges 
equipment, etc. 

Unpaid liabilities of the trus- 
tees total $125,876 but this amount is 
reduced to approximately half due 
to amount of cash on hand for re- 
tirement of the obligations. 

Wright followed Neary on _ the 
stand, sketching briefly his 
background and _ familiarity with 
motion picture affairs proof of 
his ability to recommend the sale 
of GN assets to Educational for the 
formation of a new corporation. 

Wright stressed the point that the 
New Grand National would operate 


legal 


as 


|primarily as a distributing com- 
pany, with setup of 29 exchanges to 
handle product turned out by in- 
| dividual producers, who will con- 
tract to make enough pictures to 
;assure full time operation of the 
!'exchanges. Wright blamed fall of 
| GN, primarily organized as a dis- 
| tributing concern, on its entry into 
he production field and felt con- 


| 
| 


| company ‘any hope of rew life.’ 


fident that same mistake would not 
| be repeated. 
‘Only Hope of Life’ 

Wright declared that Educational’s 
| proposal was the only offer of ail 
| that had been made for purchase of 
;Grand National that would give 
He 
| stated that in case the court failed 


to give its approval to the deal. only 


' recourse left would be liquidation, 
with undoubted loss to both 
holders and creditors, as GN, with 
its present lack of pictures to keep 
its exchanges alive, could not keep 
going much longer. 

Wright also said, as another res- | 
son for court’s approval, that he| 
had been assured three claims, to- | 
taling $411,000, against GN would 





Elisburg Has Woods, Chi: 


be withdrawn as soon as Official nod | 
was given to sale. Claims are Edu-| 
cational’s $168,000; Alperson’s $160,- 
000, and Edward J. Peskay’s $83,000. 

At beginning of the hearing a 
telegram from E. W. Hammons, 


head of Educational, was read into! 
the record as part of the terms of | 


sale. Wire, which followed Educa- 
tional stockholders meeting in New 
York Friday (26), gave Educ’s 
pledge of $150,000 of par value pre- 
ferred stock and $150,000 par value 
of common stock in the new cor- 
poration, as security for perform- 
ance of Educ’s obligation to pur- 
chase back the $300,000 worth of 
new preferred stock to be issued by 
GN trustees at two-thirds par value 





her business | 


any time within the year. Pledge 
| gives Educational unqualified vot- 
jing rights of stock until such time 
as security runs out. 

Sale was okayed by two-thirds of 
|GN’s creditors, among them Jules 
| Brulatour, First International, Bank 
|of America and International Cin- 
| ema. 

| Trustees will now draw up plan 
|for payment of GN creditors to 
| present to the court, with proposed 
| plan expected to call for settlement 
/at about 56 2-3c on the dollar. 

| Alperson is expected to withdraw 
|from his post as co-trustee with 
| Wright to devote himself to pres- 
|sure of new duties with New Grand 
National, with Wright remaining as 
sole trustee until claims are finally 
washed up. 


W. Va. Exhibs’ Schism 


Fairmont, W. Va., Aug. 30. 
Richard D. Marks, manager of the 
Orpheum, Clarksburg, has called a 
| meeting of dissatisfied theatre mana- 
|gers of West Virginia at Wheeling 











made to break away from the West 
Virginia Theatre Owners Associa- 
tion 

The old group, of which Sol Hy- 


| Sept. 5-6. 





BLORE GOES HOME 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 


homeward tomorrow (Wed.). 
He will make a picture for War- 





ners in London. 


stock- | 


for Sept. 12, when an effort will be | 


man, of Huntington, is the leader, | 
| will meet at White Sulphur Springs, | 





New Newsreelers’ Wage Pact Ready: 


| 





Scouting Up Biz 





Holiywoed, Aug. 30. 

| Nearly 500 Boy Scouts made 
their film debut in Universal’s 
‘That Certain Age,’ in which 
Deanna Durbin sings ‘Be a Good 
Scout.’ 

Screen Actors Guild furnished 
22. The rest were rcwarded with 
a meal on the set. In return for 
their acting the studio makes a 
donation to the Boy Scout 
movement. 


COAST-TO-COAST 
ARTY CIRCUIT 


| 











Extension of a group of arty or 
foreign language theatres into the 
east this week loomed with the ar- 
rival of Henry Pincus in Cleveland 
to look around and advise of suit- 
ability of other houses in the region 
eastward. Pincus is in Cleveland to 
open the City theatre. Circuit is op- 
erating under the temporary title 
of International Cinema _ circuit. 
Herbert Roesner is head of opera- 
tions, 
| Esquire, Hollywood; Grand Inter- 
national, Los Angeles; Clay Interna- 
| tional, San Francisco; Mont-Lake, 
Seattle; and City, Cleveland, now 
are in this group. An operation in 
Portland is being mulled. Circuit 
officials also are reported to have 
their eyes on spdts in Chicago, De- 
troit, Kansas City, Pittsburgh and 
New York. Group will hold off en- 
| tering N. Y. until set on other spots. 





Cleveland, Aug. 30. 
Fire in projection booth of City 
/last Friday (26), caused by worn- 


| out tangled reels of ‘Mayerling,’ re- 


sulted in damages amounting to 
$450. Also forced cancellation of 
three performances, until two burnt 
reels and equipment were replaced. 

Zolton Gombos, manager, shifting 
City into foreign pix policy Sept. 1 
with ‘Moonlight Sonata’ as season’s 
opener. No Russian product being 
bought. 





Freddie Bartholomew 
Opens in Prov. Sept. 15 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Freddie Bartholomew’s personal 
appearance tour opens at Loew’s, 
Providence, R. I., Sept. 15, moving 
to Loew’s, N. Y., Sept. 22; Earle, 
Philadelphia, Sept. 30; Stanley. Pitts- 
— Oct. 7, and Fox, Detroit, Oct. 

Youngster is currently working in 
Metro's ‘Listen, Darling.’ 


| Whyte’s $7,500 Commish 








| Arthur G. Whyte, one-time booker 
|for Keith office, has brought suit 
| against the Emigrant Industrial Sav- 
|ings bank for $7,500, amount claimed 
due him for services in helping in 
|the sale of the Victory theatre, Bay- 
| side, L. I., for the bank. 

| Suit, now in the supreme court, 
| Duchess county, N. Y., may be 
| shifted to New York county if the 
,efforts of Emigrant attorneys are 
successful. Willard S. McKay repre- 
‘sents Whyte in the action. 





Union Talks Begin 


Canton, O., Aug. 30. 
Picture operators employed in the 
| three first run houses here, Loew’s, 
| Palace and Ohio, have started ne- 
| gotiations for a new wage scale 
| agreement to supplant a three-year 
contract which expires Sept. 1. 

Not revealed whether operators 
| will seek an. increase, or agree to 
| continuance of the present scale. 





| TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Release title for 20th-Fox’s ‘By the 
|Dawn’s Early Light’ is ‘The Girl 
| From Brooklyn.’ 

‘Sea Gulls of Salt Lake’ became 
‘Miracle of Salt Lake’ at Metro. 

‘La Sascinadora’ (All-Spanish) to 
| William Rowland 


production. at 


Eastern Service Studios, N. Y. 
‘Juarez’ is release title for ‘The 
Phantom Crown’ at Warners. 


Clause Opposes Multiple Coverage 





Although it now seems doubtful 
if Pat Casey will be ready to nego. 
tiate a new newsreel photographers’ 
wage-hour pact for 30-45 days, ten. 
tative form of the new agreement 
already has been submitted to five 
newsreel heads for perusal and con- 
sideration. Old two-year agreement 
ran out July 1 and the new contract 


doubtlessly will be made retroactive 
to Sept. 1. Im the meantime. the 
reels are expected to follow along 
with the present contract i 

While basically, the ideas 
of the International Photographers’ 
union, a member of IATSE, remain 
the same, initial demands are con- 
siderably higher and more lrastie 
than under the old agreement 

As had been expected, one of the 
principal points included in new 
union proposal covers injury to 
cameramen, This asks full pay, doc- 
tor’s fees and hospital charges to 
be paid for by the employer if the 


union lensman was on company busi- 
ness. Also a stipulation that every 
cameraman have $10,000 insurance 
against accident, disability or death, 
same to be paid by the newsreel firm. 
Present plea of union is for a $125 
minimum week for regular photog. 
raphers as against $100, now in force. 
It seeks $50 per day for cameramen 
working on a day basis as against 
| $35 It also provides $175 for a 40- 
|}hour work week when the camera- 
man is not permanently employed. 
Can't Double Up 
| New pact also seeks in so many 
| words to prevent cameramen from 
covering a story for more than one 
| newsreel, excepting when all are 
| present when yarn breaks and single 
| coverage by general agreement is 
| requisite. It also goes into definite 
| wording as to what constitutes stand- 
| by work and how it shall be paid by 
ithe newsreels. 

There also is a proviso calling for 
additional money on airplane flights, 
double the usual amount being 
| sought when the photographer has 
| to fly when usual commercial planes 
are grounded or conditions are rated 
|bad. Instead of the 40-hour week 
| being applicable to an 8-week pe- 
| riod, new agreement would set up 
a two-week period and fixing 80 
cumulative hours in this period. 

This portion probably will receive 
considerable attention and interpre- 
tation by both sides. New pact pro- 
posals are the same as presently in 
vogue as to work day lasting eight 
hours and agreein‘ on a 40-hour work 
week. There are new ramifications 
pertaining to time spent in travel 
and types of it with newsreeler cam- 
eramen seeking compensation in sev- 
eral instances. 


Beebes Back for More 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Sequel to ‘Sing, You Sinners’ is 
slated for early production at Para- 
mount with the same Beebe family, 
consisting of Bing Crosby, Fred Mac- 
Murray, Donald O'’Cornor, Ellen 
| Drew and Elizabeth Patterson, in the 
cast. Idea for a second film came 
from the Par distributing dept. 

Wesley Ruggles, who directed ‘Sin- 
ners,’ is set to pilot the follow-up, 
with Claude Binyon scripting again. 


No Go, They Walk 


Hollywood, Aug. 39. 
Disagreeing with associate pro- 
‘ducer John Stone over — script 
changes, Frances Hyland and Albert 
Ray obtained their release from 
20th-Fox. 

Miss Hyland had been on the lot 
four years and Ray about a year. 
They were doing ‘Salomy Jane, 
slated as a starrer for Jane Withers. 


KING’S ROMANCER 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

John King gets the romantic lead 
in ‘A Very Practical Joke,’ third of 
the Roving Reporters series at 20th- 
Fox. 

Sol Wurtzel production also fea- 
tures Michael Whalen and Chick 
Chandler. 





| 




















| 

















‘Nation’ Starts Sept. 6 

| Production on ‘One-Third of a Na- 
‘tion,’ the WPA play, gets under way 
|Sept. 6 at Eastern Service studio, 
| Astoria, with Sylvia Sidney set in 


Eric Blore. British comedian, sails Cara o Cruz’ for RKO release via the lead. This is the feature which 


|Harold Orlo will for 


| Triple-A Productions. 
' Paramount will release. 


produce 
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When you play 


‘MARIE 
(BAA NTOINETTE’ 


Starting off at a terrific clip! “Sweet : 
Marie” is your new sweetie! if 
DETROIT—Zooms far beyond “Test if 

Pilot,” “Great Ziegfeld,” “Maytime” 


and all the box-office darlings! 


Extra! As we go to press! Detroit is 
first Hold-Over. Watch for more! 


} PITTSBURGH— Way ahead of terrific “Test 
Pilot,” “Good Earth,” “Maytime,” 


“Saratoga,” “Great Ziegfeld,” etc. 








You ll 
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DENVER—Clipping bigger coupons than 
“San Francisco,” “Great Ziegfeld,” 
and other Biggies. 


CHICAGO—Imagine! It beats “Rosalie’s” 
great Christmas biz! 


HOUSTON — Hot on the heels of torrid 


“San Francisco” and in Houston’s 
hottest August. 


! ATLANTA— Good-bye to that “Great 
i“ Ziegfeld” record! 


SAN FRANCISCO—Good-b h es 
AN $2 SMASH! “Good Earth” record! Pe i 
A PO be P R C E Just a few early engagements in HOT te 


AUGUST, but breaking records any 


SENSATION! how. Watch it GROW! 
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| EXPLOITATION 


--: By Epes W. Sargent 








Warners Click Ads 

Prior to the opening of ‘Four 
Daughters’ at the Radio City Music 
Hall, Warners ran a 1,200-line ad- 
vertisement in the N. Y. papers, 
headed ‘I Have Seen ‘Four Daugh- 
ters, and signed by Jack Warner. 
This was followed after the opening 
by a second, of similar size, carrying 
the top line ‘You Have Seen ‘Four 
Daughters. The ads were spaced 
a week apart and attracted consider- 
able comment, not only for the text 
but because of the unusually attrac- 
tive typography. Purely from that 
angle it attracted comment in Print- 
ers Ink, Editor and Publisher, Ad- 
vertising Age, not to mention tne 

Times, which all 
first ad in reviewing the screening 


at the M. H. Both ads were notable 


} j + thea 
ided to thé 


ement is credited with 
having very materially contribute 
to the quick take-off of the picture 
and -ts sustained gross in its hold- 
over. 

Now Warners plans to spend be- 
tween $80,000 and $90,000 on a cam- 
paign in 33 key cities, using only the 
first of the two ads. This will run in 
the evening papers the day before 
the premiere at the local house, and 
in the morning papers the day of the 
opening. The company will assume 
the entire cost and not require the 
local theatre to co-op. 

It is a highly practical contribu- 
tion to the current national cam- 


paign, though not regarded as a part | 


of the ‘better movies’ season. It sells 
a picture simply, forcefully and di- 
rectly that will sell other W.B. prod- 
uct. It is not just an advertisement 
for ‘Daughters,’ though it is a power- 
ful one. It sells the general idea 
that W.B. is importantly among 
those present when it comes to the 
current season’s product. 

This is not the first time W.B. has 
done a big job of selling with typog- 
raphy instead of through cuts, as wit- 
ness ‘Midsummer Night’s Dream.’ 
Mort Blumenstock and his cohorts 
seem to have something on the ball 
when it comes to type faces, but it is 
to be questioned whether even the 
*‘Dream’ ads ever did a better job of 
direct selling, chiefly because the 
copy here is more direct and force- 
ful. It’s an achievement. 


Loew-Poli’s Cakefest 
New Haven. 
Loew-Poli’s gesture to the ‘greater 
show season’ was a ‘cut yourself a 
piece of L-P cake,’ with nice-size 
edibles mailed to the press, ete. 
Tieup is for the Loew-Poli New 
England theatres. 


grin 


‘Alex’ Steals St. Louis 


St. Louis. 

Getting the Midtown Business 
Club, organization of 350 merchants 
in the vicinity of Fanchon & Marco’s 
5,000-seater Fox, steamed up for a 
reonening, after 13 weeks of dark- 
ness. was the subtle suggestion of Les 
Kaufman, p.a. This was a prelude 
to a sock campaign for ‘Alexander's 
Rastime Band’ (20th), the opening 
picture. The Business Club not only 
resoluted for the reopening, but also 
saw that every daily rag carried ex- 


1 yarns on its action. 
When this was accomplished, Kauf 
tained two full-page co-op 
the business folk for ‘Alex- 
under.’ with the picture breaking all 
records during a one-week stand. For 
he first time in years F&M went to 
24’s, using 125 of ’em all 


A preview of the pic 

nitery entertainer 
town, and each was given a plano 
copy of the songs used in the pic. 
The Star-Times, p.m. rag, used a pre- 
view review of the screen opus, a 
very unusual procedure, two weeks 
in advance of opening. After buying 
several spot announcements over 
KMOX, Kaufman obtained a flock 
more gratis. 
town yielded window space for Irv- 
ing Berlin hits; 3,000 magazine news- 
stands were decorated with tack 
cards, and the RCA-Victor mailing 
list was used for sending special 
notices of the pic at no cost to the 
theatre. 

The Melbourne hotel, near the the- 
atre, permitted Kaufman to imprint 
its menu cards with ‘Alexander’ copy 
and also shove special notices under 


ver t burg 


held for every 


each of the 400 rooms. After its one 
week stand at the Fox, ‘Alexander’ 
moved over to the Missouri for a fur- 
ther run, 


ee 


M-G and Par’s Trailers 


Metro-Goldwyn has. started a 
traveling marionette auto truck 
,across the country ballyhooing ‘Marie 
Antoinette’ and Paramount has coun- 
itered with a mule traveling bally on 
‘Arkansas Traveler.’ 

Mule is starting from the Ccast 
|well in advance of Bob Burns new 
starrer so that maximum number of 
|cities may be contacted before film 
| is generally released. 


Berlin’s Double Portion 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 





William E. Benton’s Congress had | 


an advertised world premiere of the 
Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers picture, 
| ‘Carefree,’ at midnight Wednesday. 
It was the second w.p. during the 
iracing season, Walter Reade’s Com- 
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Every music store in| 


| its new 


the glass tops of dressing bureaus in | 








PARAMOUNT... 
HELD OVER 
BING CROSBY | 
FRED 
MacMURKAY 
“SING YOU 
SINNERS” 


Paramount Picture 





PHIL 
SPITALNY 


AND HIS 
ALL-GIRL 
ORCHESTRA 














ZASU PITTS 
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DOORS OPEN 
9:30 A.M, 


| | 











Vth Av & 50th Bt. 


ROXY 


ALL e TO 
SEATS 25 1PM. 


HELD OVER 
“Alexander’s 
Ragtime 
Band” 


-—-On the Stage— 
New Stage Show 








Extra Late Feature 








i canatemntndlemmnintesitememendcnmmaiien 


| 


munity unveiling ‘Sing, You Sinners’ | 


at a Saturday midnight 
weeks ago. ; 

Incidentally, last week was a big 
one here on advertising and publicity 
for Irving Berlin. He received bill- 
ing second to the stars for his melo- 


dies in ‘Carefree,’ and had top fea- | 


turing in ‘Alexander's Ragtime 
Band,’ playing the Community the 
first half. 


Covered It Up 


As a letter of introduction to Sabu, 
the Korda East Indian boy star, who 
arrives Sept. 12, United Artists has 
| issued in book form the story of 
| Sabu, somewhat similar to that re- 

cently sent out to editors in mimeo- 

graphed form, with a striking cover 
ind illustrated with a full page cut 
yn every right-hand page 


Printed by the Oxford University 


Press and carrying the price tag of 
one dollar To many persons the 
pictures alone will be worth the 
price 


The text, done by Frances Flah- 
erty, is entirely different from the 
mimeo Copy. 





Theatres-Exchanges 








Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Uptown, 2,000-seater, first mew 
house here in- a good many years, 
preemed last Wednesday (24). The- 
atre is owned by Kalamazoo Michi- 
gan Theatre Corp., of which P. C. 
Schram is president. 

3utterfield Michigan circuit opened 


Uptown theatre here last 
week. 
Hamilton, O. 
Oxford, new 1,000-seat house in 


nearby Oxford, college town of 1,800 
population, is scheduled for opening 
in mid-September. Being built for 
J. S. Jossey, of Cleveland. 


Los Angeles. 

New Gentry theatre opens Sept. 3, 
House was built jointly by Fox-West 
Coast and Lola Adams _ Gentry. 
F-WC will operate. 

Fox-West Coast is dickering for 
|10-year lease on Garden theatre, 
| Burlingame, Cal., closed for several 
| years. 





Albert A. Galston is remodeling a | 


store building on Whittier blvd. into 
650-seat theatre at cost of $28.000. 


House will be ready for opening Oct. |‘ 


15. 


Oklahoma City. 


Ritz, Muskogee, undergoing repairs | 


| with $15,000 going out for new seats 
ljand complete redecorations inside 
}and out. 

Roy Creason’s new 400-seater at 
Eufala will open around 
|Creason operates the Palace there at 
present, 

L. E. Brewer completely modern- 
izing his Royal, Pauls Valley, with 
new decorations, new carpets, 
modern glass front and remodeled 
marquee. Brewer recently com- 
pleted installation of a Siroco air 
conditioning system at his Folly, 
same town. 

M. R. Parks, Tonkawa_ theatre 
operator, will open his second house 
in Disney, Okla around Sept. 5. 
House is equipped with Simplex 
sound and Walker SS screen, and is 
/a 400-seat job. 
| Following managerial changes an- 
inounced by Griffith Amus. Co.: 
|Taylor Joyce from assistant manager 
at Stillwater, Okla., to city manager 
j}at Hugo, Okla.; Frank Aydelotte, 
from city manager of Drumright, 
|Okla., to manager of Cleburne, Tex.: 
Gayle Varnell from Hugo to Drum- 
right, Okla.: George Limerick from 
Cleburne, Tex., to Enid, Okla., as 
city manager, and Carl Benefield, 
from city manzger at Enid to same 
position at Pampa, Tex. 

A. G. Smith, after 12 years as 
manager of the local National Thea- 
tre Supply branch, will shift into the 
firm’s sales staff. Smith was formerly 





maintenance manager for Glenn 
Dickinson theatres in Missouri and 
for Fox theatres in Kansas and 
Missouri. 


Rochester, N. Y. 
Gerald Fowler, manager of Geneva 
theatre, Geneva Schine house, trans- 
ferred to Lockport in charge of 





— ____ | Palace, Rialto and Hi-Art, succeed- 


ing Francis M. Gere, 











Now Playing 








EDWARD G. ROBINSON in 





dis’ MUSIC HALL 
“YOU CAN'T TAKE 
IT WITH YOU” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 













“I AM THE LAW” 


Starts Thursday 
Janet Gaynor - Robert Mont- 
gomery - Franchot Tone in 
“3 Leves Has Nancy” 


BROADW, 
Lae 
Sit STREGT 





| jectionist 11 years ago at the Regent, 
| Geneva. 


New York. 
resigned as 


assistant to John 
managing 


Irving Ludwig has 
treasurer and 
Wright, 


& Brecker. Ludwig was at the Riv- 
oli many years. No successor yet 














NORMA TYRONE 
SHEARER POWER 
MARIE ANTOINETTE 


M. G. M. Hit 

Daily 2:50, 8:15. Midnight AIR-C@Q@LED 
Show Sat., Sun. 3, 6, 9:00. 

Mats. 50c. to $1. Eves. 5c. 

to $2 Sat. & Sun. Mats.. 

Sat. Mid. & Sun. 6 P.M. 
0c. to $1.50 (Plus Tax) B’way & 45th 








Loew’s STATE 


Starts 
BROAOWAY & 45th STREST 


Thurs. 







New Playing | ‘The Texans’ 
‘ATI ’ Den Redman 
GIERS and Orchestra 

Geo. Hall & Orch. | Joe Laurie, Jr. 




















appointed at the Riv. 

B. F. (Dinty) Moore, who has been 
in charge of the N. Y. 
lyn Strand theatres for Warners, 
was hosted at a farewell party last 
week by Warner Bros. associates. 
Moore goes to Oklahoma City where 
he becomes . general manager for 
Standard. Theatres Corp. Zep Ep- 
stin will serve as acting manager of 
the Strand. 





show two}! 


| Film Reviews 


Oct. 1. | 


who goes to | 
Norwich. Fowler started as a pro- | 


director of the} 
Rivoli, N. Y., to assume operation | 
of the 8th St. Playhouse for Rugoff | 


and Brook- | 
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TENTH AVENUE KID 


7 
(Continued from page 18) 


and plays sleuth in ‘Tenth Avenue 
| Kid,’ a mediocre tale of adolescent 
jreform, with 12-year-old Tommy 
|Ryan as the subject for the social 
'forces. It's just another dualer. 
| Young Tommy Ryan shows up ex- 
| tremely well. There’s Beverly Rob- 
lerts, too, more recently of Warner 
|Bros., who romances a newspaper 
| beat and finally Cabot, all incidental. 
| Actually, it’s all Ryan. 
| The youngster lends a plaintive 
singing voice when his cinematically 
tough personality reverts from type, 
and it’s all to the good Voice 
the Bobby Breen style 

Cabot is a tough dick, Jim ‘Silk’ 
Loomis, who came by the nickname 
through his smooth sartorial man- 
ner But the kid, who even bids 
fair to eclipse his old man as a crimi- 
nal when he gets out of short pants, 
s the thorn in his side. Moppet had 
seen Cabot kill his father, when the 
snoop tracked pop to a room after 
he had been in on a bank-robbing 
|job, with resultant animosity. 
| After that it’s all about Cabot’s at- 
{tempt to get the youngster to reveal 
lthe hidden cache. Ultimately the 
itwo become pals after a hectic gun 
| battle, among others, in which Cabot 
lis always the No. 1 man. 
| Horace MacMahon, a pug-pal of 
Cabot’s in the picture, plays a dumb 
role. Cabot is okay and so is Miss 
Reberts, but it’s just a case of little 
Tommy Ryan dwarfing them. 

Direction by Bernard Vorhaus is 
good in most spots 


Bulldog  Pouamnend in 
Africa 


Puramount release of Harold Hurley pro- 
} duction Features John Howard, Heather 
| Angel Directed by Louis King. Based on 
stones by H. C. McNeile; screenplay, Gar- 
nett Weston; camera, Bill Mellor. At Cri- 
| terion, N. Y¥., week Aug. 25, ‘38. Running 
j time oS mins. 
j Capt. Hugk Drummend..... .John Howard 
I 
\ 


is on 





*hyllis Clavering...... ..-.-Heather Ange! 
Colonel Nielson.........0.. .H. B Warner 
Richard Lane.......+ee-.--J3. Carrol Naish 
Algie Longworth.......... Reginald Denny 

| Tenny $490.06 00666 60606600668 Kc. E. Clive 
POD WORN. 6046606600055 Anthony Quinn 
Major Grey. WeeviT? ---Mathew Boulton 

| McTurk WYevTTrrey e+... Neil Fitzgerald 
aten MACOS. cs éccacccices Michael Brooke 
| WAIEP. occ scccccccoeccsesss.e0am De Briag 
Hotel Manager.......... ..-.-Paul Porcasi 
1 Dr, Beer. csvccceens William von Brincken 
Bi eee PTTEre TTT Tre re eer ere Rollo Dix 
| Sergeant jiwsckshdsdoranet Evan Thomas 
|Constable Jenkins........ Forrester Harvey 
rae ae Gerald Rogers 
ebentweee ...Leonard Carey 


Phillips 
An engaging adventure film in 
which Bulldog Drummond, his butler 
and a pal, with their usual non- 
chalance, interfere with a Scotland 
Yard spy case, only to show the Yard 
|how to really handle matters. The 
|picture is thin from the romantic 
side, but the cast is capable and the 
jaction fairly fast and diverting. 
Therefore, as a secondary supporting 
film, it should prove okay. 
Customers are going to blink at 
that sequence in the African lion pit 
where the villains have the inspec- 
tor strapped to a pillar, ready for de- 
vouring, and he is saved in the nick 
of time by Drummond and his pals. 
Everything begins to happen on the 
eve of Drummond’s wedding to the 
beautiful Phyllis Clavering, who is 
also somewhat addicted to sleuthing, 
| She has gone to the inspector’s house 





|to fetch him and finds a couple of | 


| strangers there instead. She sneaks 
behind the brush to see the strangers 
carry out an unconscious inspector. 
Then she gets Drummond and every- 
|body is off on an adventure that 
winds up in an African domicile. 

There are no exteriors of any 
| worthwhile mention. Overnight, by 
plane, party is in Africa, and the 
villains, discovering they are being 
trailed, put a time bomb on Drum- 
mond’s airship. 

Heather Angel is a nice, flimsy por- 
tion of romantic appeal, but never 
gets the opportunity to really demon- 
|strate what she could do. 
ard, J. Carrol Naish, Reginald Denny 
and E. E. Clive perform admirably. 
| without reducing the importance or 
| the excellence of the performance as 
|the inspector by H. B. Warner. All 
|of which means that the direction is 
smart. Shan. 


| ROLLIN’ PLAINS 
(WITH SONGS) 
Grand National release of Edward Fin- 


ney production Stars Tex Ritter; features 
| Hobart tjosworth, Snub Pollard and Har- 


jriet Bennet. Directed by Al Hermar 

| Screenplay by Lindsley Parsons nd Ed- 
{}mond Kelso from original story by Jacques 
jand Ciela Jacquard; song, Walt Samuels. 


Leanard Whitcup, Teddy Powell and Frank 


| Harford, At Arena, N, Y., Aug. 26-27, '38, 
} double bill tunning time, 61 mins. 
| Tex Lawrence ae ccecsccct Oe Ritter 
NUNN 6:56 0660db50060 Horace Murphy 
ee Wee id oe healed emo Snub Pollard 
n+ pidge «tne, ERE EO Harriet Rennet 
Gospel Moody........ e Hobart Bosworth 
Sheriff Tomlin 656666 Edward Cassidy 
OU - CNN UIW 6 0 0 6806068046860 Karl Hackett 
| Reagan GOrGGG. .cccccocssss Charles King 
Cain Moody... eooeess... Ernest Adams | 
Lope. . ee ecececceseces Lynton Brent 
GE, BONN ccceeeasedeca Hank Carpenter 
Squint. $6 00bs0eeeee Hank Worden 
bo eer -.».-Augie Gomez 


| Telegraph aes 
end the Beverly Hillbillies 





| ‘Rollin’ Plains,’ newest Tex Ritter 
|opus of the wide-open spaces, won't 
‘roll many silver cartwheels through 


John How- | 


-Oscar Gaghan | 


, the b.o. window. Although it js peo. 
pled with familiar western charac. 
ters, film looks like it was tossed to. 
gether between takes on some other 
feature. Production, scripting, direct. 
ing and part of acting smack of the 
| quickie school, and net result meas. 
| ures up to that description. , 
R:tter’s claim to cinematic fame js 
‘that he appeared and warbled on 
several network radio shows. While 
|he has a fairish voice, some vehicle 
that can make more plausible use of 
his singing plus clever direction 
seems necessary to put the lad across 
on the screen 


He doesn’t look much 
like a cowboy and his stature 4 ) 
stacks up against him. In this latect 


picture he has neither the opportuni. 
ties nor strong cast to get over wit] 


“ Vitn 
western fans. At this house, where 
the audience never overlooks a cow- 
boy bet, his cavortings weren’t given 


a tumble 


Production is the oldie about catle. 
men struggling for wate rights, the 
wrong man accused of murder and 
justice finally triumphant as Ritter 
concocts a phoney death and ghost 
scene to break down the real killer 

Tex Ritter has a handsome white 
horse, White Flash, which he 
on the slightest provocation 
of horse hoofs throughout. 
between the 
owners 
badly. 

Tex Ritter, as a Texas ranger. is 
given center spot, but seldom evinces 
interest except when he sings. Two 
routine tunes plugged, aided by some 
strumming and mugging by the Beve- 
erly Hillbillies. Hobart Bosworth as 
the cattle owner unjustly arrested 
provides strongest acting support. 
Edward Cassidy is loud and ineffec- 
tual as sheriff. Harriet Bennet. her- 
oine, is hopelessly weak. Support 
includes such old standbys as Charles 
King, Karl Hackett and _ Ernest 
Adams. Snub Pollard, vet of slap- 
stick comedy, and Horace Murphy 
are cast to provide humor. Not much 
chance for either. 

Dialog is shoddy. No cameraman 
credited. Maybe there was a reason, 

Wear. 


rides 
Plenty 
Gun fight 
cattlemen and sheep 
staged on a big scale, but 


MEET THE GIRLS 


20th Century-Fox release of Howard J, 
Green production Features June Lang, 
Lynn Bari, Robert Allen, Ruth Donnelly, 
Gene Locktiart, Wally Vernon Erik 
Rhodes Directed by Eugene Forde. Story 
and screenplay, Marguerite Roberts; 


came 


era, K.lward Snyder; editor, Fred llen; 
musical direction, Samuel Kaylin At Ale 
! Brooklyn, Aug. 27, °3S, dual Running 
time, 66 mins 

Jud Davis ' A Tu Lang 
‘oe ae OR eee ae Lynn Sarl 
Charles Tucker...ccccscecaces Robert Allen 
Daisy Wa Li camaheceeeones Ruth Donnelly 
SECOe We AthOUs 0664. cceeeeece Gene Lockhart 
Mau ROOM ciwkecaces Erik Rhodes 
Delber eee Wally Vernon 
Pins ee.-+- Constantine Romanoff 
po Perr ere Jack Norton 
Mr a i. Emmett Vogan 
OO a eee Paul McVey 
RONEN 6 bei ccc déndaeeks ..Harlan Briggs 


Nothing much to this. Just one of 
those sub-B items for double billing 
with a strong mate. Doesn't offer 
any visible selling angles, won't get 
any word-of-mouth and has no mar- 
quee rating. 

‘Meet the Girls’ is aimed as a 
comedy-thriller, but the studio ob- 
viously didn’t bother to point the 


|sights very carefully. Story con- 
;cerns a couple of femme _ hoofers 


stranded in Honolulu, who fail to 
get off a San Franciscy boat until 
after it leaves port. Their slapstick 
| voyage across the Pacific involves a 
fabulous diamond, a jewel crook, a 
blackmailing gigolo, a hypochon- 
driac, a wrathful ship’s captain, & 
crap-shooting sailor and a perennial 
souse. 

As the adventur-chased gals, June 
Lang is authentically lame-brained 
and Lynn Bari is proper aggres- 
sive and resou-zeful. Erik Rhodes is 

’*-bolled with another of his no- 
| spikka-da-English parts, Ruth Don- 
|nelly does what she can with the 
| flibbertigibbet wife and Gene Lock- 
|hart is extraordinarly credible as the 
imaginative invalid. Production and 
'direction meet requirements. Hobe. 


STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Holly wood, Aug. 30. : 
lifted Ruth Rogers 





| Paramount 
| player option. P 
Universal renewed Stanley Hughes 
j}actor ticket. 

20th-Fox extended Thomas K. Lit- 


itle’s contract as prop department 
| chief. oe 
Phyllis Brooks reinstated afte! 


suspension by 20th-Fo>: 


Metro renewed 2and~ =- Brooks 
player pact. 

RKO signed Janet Dempsey, MOP" 
pet. 

Universal signed Julio Aieilo, sina 


ing moppet, to a three-month OP 
tional contract. od ss 
Twentieth-Fox lifted Dorris BbYw” 
den’s player option. 
Nick Castle’s dance directo: 
renewed by 20th-Fex. _— 
| RKO renewed contracts of Kas 


pact 


. + ly 
Sutton and June Woodworth, stoves 
| Prayers Baten ; —. 
Garson Kanin’s actor opilon +} 
iby RKO. 
i ‘rzig to & 
Warner signed Sig Herzig 
inew writing pact. Kay 
Twentieth-Fix picked up : 


Griffith’s player option. 


LJ | 


im 


es 
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KARLOFF creates a brand new 
¢haracter—James Lee Wong— 
based on Hugh Wiley’s famous 


Collier's Magazine stories. 








BY THE POLICE 


with your box-office pal 


FRANKIE DARRO 
MEET DANNY MURPHY’S FAMILY 
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SUP. CT AS FLA. APPEALS INJUNCTION’ 


State Claims Federal Court Judges ‘Abused’ Dis- 
cretion—Constitutionality of Fla. Statute Not Di- 


rectly Involved , 


Washington, Aug. 30. 
First of the rows between broad- 
and copyright owners over] 
series of state acts designed to crush } 
the American Society of Composers 
Publishers 


control of 
a P } 
protected tunes was carried to the 


casters 


U. S. Supreme Court last week. In| 
effort to wriggle out of an injunc-| 
tion, Florida legal officials have gone | 
to the highest tribunal with asser- | 
tion that restrainer by Federal Dis- 


trict Court for Northern District of 
Florida is invalid and that state law 
regulating licensing of copyrighted 


songs does not trespass on Federal 
domain. Specifically, the state au- 
Court to 


thorities ask the Supreme 
vacate a decree of the lower bench 
and order dismissal of the injunction 
suit of Gene Buck and ASCAP. 
While constitutionality of the 
Florida statute, similar to those 
adopted in several states during re-| 
cent years under prodding from the 
radio industry, is not directly in-| 
volved, the proceeding is expected 
to show whether such regulation of 
intra-state transactions is legal. Case! 


es + 
| 





Some Fun 


Steve Fuld, of 


Radio 


Witt 
Sales, Inc author of the idea, 
the associates of Pete Schloss in 

r M inn-Erickson agency 
last week staged a novel type 
of charivari aboard the ship 
which was taking Schloss and 
his bride to a Bermuda honey- 
moon. The gang plastered the 


decks with posters telling about 
Schloss being wanted for kid- 
napping and offering ‘$9.99 re- 
ward for information’ leading 
to his arrest. 

Legend underneath Schloss’ 
photo related that he had jim- } 
mied a window and made off | 
with the pride of Manchester, 
Mass. It described him as flat- 
chested, flat-footed and flat- 
headed. Sc associates, who 
stuck up about 200 posters as 
the ship line’s cops chased them 
from deck to deck, were Thomas 
Losee, account exec on Axton- 
Fischer Tobacco, Lawrence 
Hanson and Frank Conrad, with 
whom Schloss does the agency’s 
time buying. 


*hloss’ 








is based, however, on technicalities 

of procedure, with the court asked to | 

rule whether anybody except “a 

Florida attorney general can be en- 

joined from enforcing the act. 
Judges’ ‘Abuse’ 

Charge that the special three- 
judge Federal Court at Pensacola 
‘abused’ its discretion is made in the 
documents filed on behalf of the 
Florida officials. Failure to make 
findings of fact or reach conclusions 
of law showing necessity for nullify- 
ing action of state legislature is 
brought before the highest bench for 
ruling. Briefs also charge the lower 
judges erred in aiding an alleged 
price-fixing combination and by not 
recognizing the Florida copyright 
statute as a valid exercise of state 
police powers. 

Originally Buck and ASCAP sued 
for an injunction against Cary D. 
Landis, late attorney general, to pre- 
vent enforcement of the law. In 
memorandum opinion, Federal court 
granted temporary ‘stopper. After 
Landis died in May, other officers of 
the state sought dismissa! of the in- 
junction, claiming it was directed 
against Landis as an individual, while 
ASCAP asked permission to amend 
the complaint to include George 
Couper Gibbs, Landis’s successor in 
office. Both positions were denied 
and the adverse ruling on the first 
is the present excuse for getting 
slants of the Supreme Court. 

By indirection, the motion now be- 
fore the highest court raises the 
question whether Federal judges 
have jurisdiction in a tiff over such 
a law and whether the state act con- 
flicts with any provisions of the Fed- 





sonnel of the Executive Committee | 
was increased to 15 and now in-| 
cludes the officers and Maurice | 
Cliffer, KMOX; Richard Pavey, KSD; 
Wayne Short, KSD; Richard E. 
Fischer, KWK; Syl Binkin, WEW, 
and Roger, Bacon, free lance, all 
gabbers; Harry Cool, KMOX; Coyita 
Bunch, KWK, and Norman Paule, 
freelance, all warblers, and Elmira 
M. Roessler, KMOX, and Adelaide 
Tarrant, freelance, actresses. Of- 
ficers are Don Phillips,;s KMOX 
gabber, president; Allen C. Anthony, 
KWK gabber, vice-president; Nellie 
Booth, freelance actress, secretary, 
and Dave Ward, freelance gabber, 
treasurer. 

St. Louis Chapter has opened 
permanent quarters in the Mart 
building. 


NBC CHILLS ON 
GRATIS PIPINGS 


--- 





Advertising agencies which want 
to pipe announcer auditions to out- 
of-town clients must now pay NBC 
for the use of the facilities. In pre- 
vious seasons, it was NBC’s policy 
to treat such services as a courtesy 
to the customer. 

One agency which last week tried 
to arrange for an audition of this 





The brief notes 
that the injunction proceeding did 


not involve the validity of any copy- | 


right or raise infringement issue. 

The documents emphasize that 
Florida merely seeks to control re- 
lations within the state between the 
copyright pool and music users. 
Gross receipts of ASCAP from all 
Florida licensees in 1936 totalled 
$59,306, it is remarked, while 367 
broadcasters, theatres, restaurants, 
hotels, and other enterprises are 
forced to sign the contract. ASCAP 
is identified as an unincorporated 
combination of owners of copy- 
rights organized for the sole object 
of fixing prices for performing 
privileges. 





OK Solo Bargaining 
St. Louis, Aug. 30. 
A move for individual groups, 
gabbers, warblers and actors in the 
St. Louis Chapter of AFRA to 
negotiate upon their individual 
problems was adopted last week by 
85 members of the organization at 
a meeting held at the Melbourne 


sort was informed that there would 
be a special charge of $96 for the 
| wire, with 10% added to cover the 
network’s bookkeeping, etc. Agency 
nixed the idea and instead had the 
contending announcers inscribe their 
voices on an instantaneous disc. 
The recording cost $4. 


Again Nix Rocky Mt. 








Salt Lake City, Aug. 20. 


GUEST NAMES 


| day 


Games for Broadcasting 





Kate Smith’s Autobiog 


Kate Smith’s first literary attempt | 
will be on the bookstands about Oct. 
12. Book is an autobiography of 
her climb to stardom, containing ad- 
vice to beginners. Mail requests for 








advice became so heavy, the singer 
decided to put it all into a book 
rather than answer individually. 
Tagged ‘Living in a Great Big 
Way,’ book will be published by 


Reynal-Hitchcock and will contain, 
among other things, an expose of the 
fake song: publishing racket. 





AT $18 PER’ 


| 
String of name band leaders are 
doing a series of guest shots for 
Benay Venuta on the singer’s full} 
hour sustainer on WOR, N. Y., Sun- | 
afternoons at 4. MHigh-priced| 
batoneers are drawing $18 each for | 





their stints, which amount to a 
couple of solos. Dough represents 
the minimufn fee for leaders, under 
A.F.M. regulations, if they play their | 
instruments: If they don’t play, date | 
could be on the cuff. Which is what | 
| it really amounts to—a gesture to 
|Miss Venuta. 

Guesters are all instrumental spe- | 
cialists. Vincent Lopez, Bunny Beri- 
gan, Russ Morgan, Emil Coleman, et | 
al., are committed or have already 
guested. 


Fishell Going Vitatis On 
Football; Putting Mugg 
Prognosticator on Spot 


Dick Fishell, football prognosti- 
cator emeritus of VARIETY, will do 
the same stunt on a 50-station com- 
mercial hookup for Vitalis on NBC- 
Red commencing Sept. 27. The 
Vitalis ‘For Men Cnly’ show shifts 
Oct. 4 from its present Wednesday 
slot into a Tuesday groove, so that 
Fishell will have to pick next Sat- 
urday’s winners five days in advance. 
That’s the same time he did the 
forecasting for VARIETy. The sports 
broadcaster continues his present af- 
filiations with WMCA. 

The football masterminding for 
this rag will be essayed by a staff 
member this year, who figures to go 
out on the limb—but far. 


JOHNSON-BUTTERWORTH 
MAKE WAY FOR ‘SEXES’ 


Parks Johnson and Wally Butter- 
worth have voluntarily agreed to re- 
tire from the last two shows of their 
contract with Molle Shaving Cream 
in order to permit ‘Battle of Sexes’ to 
get under way Sept. 30 over WEAF- 
NBC. Consequently they will wind 
up their Vox Pop broadcasts for 
Molle, Sept. 13. 

With Frank Crumit and Julia San- 
derson taking over their old spot, the 
Vox Pop boys will enter into a lit- 

















Rocky Mountain Football Confer- 
ence for the fourth consecutive year 
nixed idea of- airing  gridders. 
KDYL, locai NBC affiliate, however, | 
plans to air via remotes scrimmage 
sessions from the University of Utah | 
stadium. R.M.C. embraces 12 col- 
leges on Utah, Colorado, Wyoming | 
and Montana. 

Stations in Salt Lake have been | 
approached by several agencies for | 
air shows built around collegians at 
pigskin parties, but it is likely that 





hotel here. Motion also stipulated 


| this idea will also be tabooed by the 
that while the respective discussions conference. 


Interviews of coaches, 


shall be aa eget by the individual players and visiting performers are 


groups, cach group may be supple- 


mented by any member of the two 
other groups. No steps will be made 
to settle any differences that may 
exist between AFRA and the sta- 
tions lLere until the NLRB in Wash- 
ington passes upon the subjects! 
threshed out at the recent meeting 
here. 

At the meeting last week, the per-'! 


o.k. 





Socialite’s Pic Gossip 
Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 


, Susan Porter starts on WHAT to-| 
| morrow night (Wed.). 

Femme is socialite and this is her | 
radio break-in. 


| Oct. 1 via WEAF-NBC for Penn To- 


tle friendly log rolling to help both 
| programs. Johnson-Butterworth will 
| interview Crumit and Sanderson on 
| their final Molle show, while Parks 
| Johnson and Wally Butterworth will 
| be guests on the new Molle program, 
‘Battle of Sexes’ on Sept. 27. 

New Vox Pop show, with the same 
Johnson-Butterworth team, _ starts 


_bacco Co. (Kentucky Club Smoking 
Tobacco). 





Noxzema Mulls ‘Quiz’ 


Bankrolling of ‘Professor Quiz’ is 
being considered by Noxzema. Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan has submitted this pro- 
gram along with a couple of others 








New weekly film gossip show by | 


to the client. 
‘Quiz’ has been dropped by Nash- 


| ‘ 
‘Grouch 


;sponsor is still enthused after 





Kelvinator, effective Sept. 24, after 
|a run of almost two years. Account | 
has no immediate radio plans, CBS | 


i controls the program’s title. 


—<—$$———=2 





$1,300,000 Show Goes Begging 


————— LL 








talent expenditure involved is no 
(WEAF) or Columbia. 


mendation of an investment of s 
thing but encouraging. 
go into the Guild’s relief fund. 





Possibilities of selling the Screen Actors Guild show for the initia} 
13-weeks of the coming commercial broadcast season have become 
practically hopeless, because the hour’s spot which would justify the 


Music Corp. of America, which is agenting 
the show, is quoting $25,000 a week, which on a 52-week basis would 
mean a budget of $1,300,000 for talent alone. 

The program has been presented to five agencies, and in almost each 
instance it was pointed out that the time situation makes the recom. 


The money derived from the series was to 


t available on either the NBC req 


uch proportions to a sponsor anys 





Gen. Mills Takes KFWB’s 


‘Grouch Club’ for Coast 


Silineend Aug. 30. 
General Mills bought KFWB’s 
Club’ for a Coast ride on 
both Columbia Pacific and Califor- 
nia radio system networks. Tees off 
second week in September. 

Cereal outfit will plug new break- 
fast package, Corn Kiks. Program 
goes trans-continental over CBS if 
first 
13 broadcasts. 


BELL 00. 9 $7, 172,648 
FROM RADIO IN 37 


Washington, Aug. 30. 

Fat tribute paid to the Bell Tele- 
| phone Co. by broadcasters was re- 
| vealed last week in a report to the 
FCC, showing total wire line charges 
to transmitters for the 1937 calendar 
year of $7,172,648. Exacting juiciest 
lfees from the mid-Atlantic region, 








Bell system collected all but $42,332 | 
14,980 paid out by | 


of a total of $7,2 
stations for their phone services. Re- 
mainder went to other carriers. 

In reporting to the Commish, en- 


tire group of carriers showed collec- | 


tions in the mid-Atlantic district 
amounting to $6,159,494. Pacific 
Coast broadcasters were dunned the 
second largest amount, $328,587, rep- 
resenting only a fraction of the huge 
eastern take. lLion’s share in all 
cases went to Bell. 

Other regions were listed as fol- 
lows: New England, $63,708; Great 
Lakes, $219,109; Chesapeake, $58,572; 
Southeastern, $114,312; North Central, 
$94,871; South Central, $135,279, and 
Mountain, $41,048. 


Time Formula Stencilled 
For Coast Bakers’ Show 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

March of Time’s pattern for drama- 
tizing current news events will have 
a counterpart in a new twice-weekly 
program to be sponsored by Lang- 
endorf bakeries over Don Lee’s 
Coast network. Takes off Sept. 6 
and will be aired on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

Under Carroll O’Meara’s produc- 
tion for Young & Rubicam, Franklin 
Bingman will narrate from script by 
Don Clark. Stock players will be 
used for the dramatics. 











Page Vice Lehman at CBS 





George Lehman resigned as act- 
ing supervisor of all three Columbia 
Broadcasting playhouses in New 
York on Monday (28). Jack Page 
replaced him temporarily. 

No. 2 playhouse job, formerly held 
by Page, will be held open for a 
while, until Stanley McAllister, in 
charge of construction and main- 
tenence, names successor to Page, 


‘Family Man’ on NBC 


St. Louis, Aug. 30. 
Woody Klose, assistant general 
manager and program director at 
WTMV, has signed a 13-week con- 





tract on the NBC red to continue | 


his program, ‘The Family Man,’ 
which he scripted and broadcast for 
the East St. Louis station. Program 
will be aired five days a week start- 
ing Sept. 5. 

Dick Liebert, organist, has been 
assigned to furnish the music re- 
quired for the program. 





Mrs. Stowe Asks Divorce 
Chicago, Aug. 30. 
Mrs. Velma Stowe asks for a di- 
vorce in suit filed in Superior Court. 


Chicago, against Arthur Willard | 
| Stowe, charging extreme and re- 


peated cruelty. 


Stowe is author and producer of 
radio plays, 





G.0.P. APPOINTS 
RADIO HEAD 
IN CONN. 


Hartford, Aug. 30. 

For the first time in Connecticut, 
a major political party will have a 
|radio director. He is David H. Hal. 
| pern and he heads all Republican 
lradio activities for the fall cam- 
|paign. Halpern is on a leave of ab- 
sence from WBRY, Waterbury, 
where he is studio director. 
All radio activities of the state 
|Republican party will be handled 
|through the office of the F. W, 





|Prelle Agency, Hartford. Plans for 
|'the future are still in the works, 
|Planned to start the radio cam- 


|paign on the eve of the Republican 
state convention in the Shubert 
| theatre in New Haven, Sept. 15, 
Time will be taken on all Connec- 
ticut stations broadcasting at night, 
| with all state stations utilized dur- 
|ing the campaign. 

State Democratic Party has ap- 
pointed ihe F. E. Baker Agency, 
Hartford, to assist in its radio cam- 
paign. 


WFIL, PHILLY, 
CUTS RATES 17% 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 

WFIL cut its rates up to 17% for 
afternoon time this week, co-incident 
with issuance of a new simplified 
rate card, effective Sept. 1. Don 
Withycomb, g.m., said the price 
slash was a ‘purposeful effort to en- 
courage increased volume in keeping 
with the downward trend of indus- 
trial prices.’ He declared the step 
was taken despite the fact the sta- 
tion is 742% ahead of last year on 
contract placements. Added volume 
is expected to compensate in the 
gross for the cut in scale. 

Top evening time on the station 
remains the same at $200 for a half 
hour. Time from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
has been sliced from $120 per half 
hour to $100. 

New rate card is a revelation in 
simplicity. It is printed in the dou- 
ble-spread inside of a small card. 
Classifications are broken down into 
day, night, Sundays and strips, and 
all prices are contained in 11 lines 
of type. 


CHARLES BOYER MAY 
AIR FOR WOODBURY 


Charles Boyer may step into the 
Woodbury Soap spot on the NBC- 
blue (WJZ) Sunday nights starting 
Oct. 2. If the deal is okayed, it will 
be for an initial period of 13 weeks. 

Tyrone Power was starred in the 
dramatic series last season. Famous 
| Artists handles Boyer, while Lennen 
& Mitchell has the Woodbury ac- 
count. 




















‘Mutual’s Lutheran 
Program Back to Net 


Mutual Broadcasting’s _ biggest 
show, the Lutheran Hour, returns to 
the net Oct. 23 for £6 weeks. Reli- 
gious program was on last season 
and takes 59 stations of Mutual net, 
| originating from KFUO, St. Louis. 

Program goes on 1-1:30 p. m. Suns 
days and repeats at 4:30 to 5 p. Ms 
'with Dr, Walter A. Maier speaking. 
| It’s sponsored by the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s League. Agented by Kelly, 
|Stuhlman and Zahrndt agency. 
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NBC's About-Face 


ite the scarcity of unsold periods on the NBC red (WEAF) 
+ and the network’s recent reorganizational sales maneuvers to 
develop business on the blue (WJZ) trail, NBC last week contracted 
‘or 8 three-station hookup on the red with Nestle’s chocolate and 
(Lamont Corliss & Co.). It’s the 8.30 to 9 niche Wednesday 
nights. The Mutual Network was the unsuccessful competitor for the 
Nestle business. : 

What gives this three-station sale a particularly curious angle is its 
harp contrast with the policy NBC announced for the red network 
July 5, namely, that night-time accounts on the red would be re- 
yired to take a minimum of 50 stations. 

Quite by Accident’ is the program’s tag and the series will start 
Oct. 5. Script show will deal with the strange quirks that have sky- 
rocketed certain persons to success, or caused them to drop suddenly 
from fame into the limbo of forgotten men. Jack Meakin, who used 
to be CBS’ musical director in San Francisco, heads up the cast. 
Joe Banks and William Gonzales did the scripting for Music Corp. of 
America, which sold the series. 

The stations in the hookup are WEAF, N. Y.; KYW, Philadelphia, 
and WMAQ, Chicago. Cecil, Warwick & Legler is the agency, 


WLW’s Farm Campaign Starts Rolling: 

















Ling Up Programs to Start Oct. 1 





Cincinnati, Aug. 30. 

New director of WLW’s new agri- 
aitural department, John F. Mer- 
rifeld, started Monday (29) to round 
vp farm organizations and consult 
yith extension services in the mid- 
yest for co-operation in a series of 
rm service programs to be inaugu- 
rted Oct. 1. Broadcasts will be 
linked with the Crosley super’s “Top 
/ the Morning’ stanza, 6 to 8:15 a.m. 
daily, except Sunday. 

Merrifield was graduated from 
wa State College in 1932 with a 
degree in agricultural economics and 
wter worked with farmers’ organi- 
uations as a representative of Swift 
Co. and also of Sears Roebuck & 
(0, His radio chores for WLW will 
lave to do with the eradication of 
inects and blights, particularly in 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky and 
Vest Virginia, and discussion of bul- 
kting from the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

For its second season, the Voice of 
he Farm series of broadcasts by 


POLITICAL COIN 
cena wees) IN GEORGIA 


ays at 1:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 ii 
bm, feature interviews with promi- Atlanta, Aug. 30. 
” farmers, agricultural leaders With political hustings steaming 
= suthorities — topics dealing into home stretch, local radio stations 
with general farming and stock rais- | are reaping harvest brought on by 
"é Vocal and instrumental music | tightly contested races for U. S. Sen- 
‘blended with the chatter. atorial toga, now worn by Walter 
S. George, and gubernatorial job. 
With George’s post sought by Fed- 
eral District Attorney Lawrence S. 
Camp, who got blessings of President 
Roosevelt when latter personally put 
solon on spot this month as part of 
his ‘purge’ program, candidates have 
been resorting more and more to 
radio. George has plenty of cam- 
paign money to work with and lib- 
: a eral amount of it’s going for radio 
a i . day hoe — | time. Camp does not lack for finan- 
sum, with emeets ath aah on nae | cial backing and he’s purchasing time 
ind a half before the chow eaerted. | right along with George. Ex-Gov. 


In line with the current WLW | : itics ird standing 

Dlicy of eoning heavily on the | Georgia politics, ee ae 

ral stuff, mobile sew sapet on | man in four-cornered P 

four daily 15-minute broadcasts. | 
Merrifield, new WLW director, 
John Conrad handled the pro- | 

fms on this end. Ft eoncayy 


As in former years, WHKC, WBNS | 


Venuta Going Legit 


Benay Venuta will have a straight 
dramatic role in the forthcoming 
Brock Pemberton production, ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye.’ On radio she is 
currently m.c.’ing her own full-hour 
sustainer on WOR Saturdays at 4 
p.m. 

Pemberton show went into re- 
hearsal early last week and is set 
for an opening in Washington about 
mid-September. Plot is a takeoff on 
the casting of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 











Ohie Fair’s Coverage 
Columbus, Aug. 30. 
With WLW joining local stations 
for daily broadcasts, Ohio State Fair 
ast week got greatest radio coverage 
N history. Cincinnati station came 
In for regular Saturday night broad- 
tast of Renfro Valley Barn Dance 
troupe, which played a one-nighter | 
n the Fairgrounds’ Coliseum on 





air. 
WSB, Atlanta, due to 
has been garnering 


its 50 kw 





ind W | little (1 kw) brother, WAGA, shar- 
the Fa ot meniquerters at | ing, and WGST, with 5 kw, coming | 


irgrounds and originated near- | 


¥ all local é ig | 
*Xposition, daylight shows from ne | throughout state have gotten some 


| time, but not much. 
WSB and WAGA are planning 


IHOMPSON’S AMBITIOUS elaborate joint setup for election 
| coverage Sept. 14, date of first pri- 

PLANS FOR KELLOGG mary. More coin is in offing for sta- 
tions between that date and Oct. 5, 

| when runoff between two leading 
candidates in each race will take 
place to see whose name goes on 
ticket in November general elections. 


Daley Back to NBC 








Fo Walter Thompson has big plans 
work Kellogg account as a net- 
varies esentation. The Hollywood 

Show which the agency has | 
Martin out would run an_ hour, | 
link € on the NBC blue (WJZ) | 


and late , : i 
Comes avails r, when the time be 





Arthur J. Daley rejoined NBC as 


ble, shifting to the NBC | 
WEAF). ‘ | production director in the network's 
mpson would like to use aj} Washington studios. 
Tole oe. ‘male) for the m.c.| Before quitting to handle the pro- 
lines g t build a show along the! duction of the Pontiac Varsity shows 
‘our, he Chase & Sanborn Coffee | Daley directed NBC programs for 


} nine years 


RADIO HARVEST: 


Eugene Talmadge, stormy petrel of | 
been reaching his constituents via) 


lion’s | 
share of campaign shekels, with its | 


in for its portion. Smaller stations | 


IN LINE WITH 
NOSTRUNS’ BAN 


Make Itself No. 1 Indie— 
Waxed Daytime Commer- 
| cials Will Also Go Off, If 


| Commitments Permit 








LICENSE ANGLE 





More drastic than its decision to 





| accounts 
| WLW, 

| adopted 
| its 


is the new 
Cincinnati superwatter, has 
toward transcriptions. In 
drive to establish the highest 


n the country, 
| clear its night-time schedule of all 
| recorded programs. Another desig- 
nated move is the elimination of all 
waxed versions of network com- 
mercials during the day. 

WLW admits that this radical re- 
| shaping of its program policy stems 
| from data developed during the re- 
| cent hearing of the station’s applica- 
ition for a renewal of its 500,000- 

watts permit before the Federal 
| Communications Commission. The 
| WLW management’s campaign to re- 
| vise its standards includes the estab- 
| lishment of a farm program depart- 
| ment and a general stepping up of 
| its local production. 

Biggar’s Job 

| George Biggar has been hired 
| away from WLS, Chicago, to head 
up everything’ involving rural 
audience appeal at WLW. Biggar 
will not only supervise the news 
content of an early a.m. news pro- 
gram directed at farmers, but con- 
cern himself with all types of rural 
| programs and the operations of 
WLW’s artists bureau. 

As explained by James Shouse, 
WLW gen. megr., last Friday (26) 
while on a business visit to New 
York, the station will do all it can 
to speed up the new policy of elim- 
inating transcriptions and medicinal 
accounts, but without violating any 
of its present commitments. Asked 
what would be WLW’s attitude 
toward the inclusion of Sal Hepatica 
plugs in the Fred Allen show, Shouse 
said that any show which is accept- 
able to NBC would be acceptable to 
WLW, since it is doubtful whether 
the FCC would object to any show 
which the station carried for NBC. 

Shouse declared that, though WLW 
would try to cut down the number 
of commercial transcriptions to a 
| minimum throughout the  day’s 





| schedule, the station had no inten- | 


tion of penalizing important national 
accounts whose daytime transcribed 
| programs are of a high quality and 
would be appreciated in the area 
| covered by WLW. The WLW gen. 
mgr. said that in re-examining the 
station’s NBC schedule, it found that 
| by shifting off shows it could avoid 
the resort to transcribed versions of 
NBC programs, and instead broad- 
cast direct from an NBC hookup. 
Two cases in point cited were 
Musterole and Dari-Rich. 


will be to cut down on the number 
of script shows. 


LYTELL’S ‘LONE WOLF 
SET; TUMS SPONSORS 


Bert Lytell in the ‘Lone Wolf’ 
series will take over Tums’ two 
quarter-hour schedule on WEAF, 


New York, either Sept. 27 or Oct. 4. 
Account, Lewis-Howe Co., is cur- 
rently using a musical stanza in these 
| Tuesday and Thursd (7.15- 
7.30 p.m.). 

Wax takeoffs of the Lytell broad- 
casts will be placed with stations in 
three or four other cities. If the 
show Clicks during the initial 13- 
week cycle, it will be given an ex- 
tensive hookup. William Morris of- 
fice sold the program to the H B 
Kastor agency 


1 ry nichec 
PEAR OMAR yy beers 


| 


| 


Nix on Night Recordings An- | 
other Move by Station to | 


| shake off its medicinal and laxative | 
policy which 


standard of any independent station | 
WLW proposes to| 


LW DROPS WAX ACCOUNTS 
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Detroit, Aug. 30. 

John Stinson, on standby duty 
at WJR during the Household 
Finance Corp. program last 
week, noted the Aurora Borealis 
putting on a big show over De- 
troit. ‘Sponsor or listener?’, 
mused Stinson, who decided to 
carry water on both shoulders 
and broke into program with: 

‘Ladies and gentlemen, 1 
think you'd like to know that 
the Aurora Borealis is putting 
On a great show right now and 
I advise you to go outside and 
see it. Please remember that 
the show in the heavens, as well 
as the show on the air, comes to 
you through the courtesy of 
the Household Finance Corp.’ 











WILL HELP 
RADIO 


Detroit, Aug. 30. 

If motor mogul’s prediction of a 
25-40 percent rise in sales of 1939- 
model cars eventuates, radio biz fig- 
ures to profit acordingly, although 
maybe not at the outset. 

Auto plants are spending wad of 
dough for new tools and dies in an- 
ticipation of big upsurge in new car 
sales, Chrysler Corp.’s $15,000,000 ex- 
penditure being indicative of general 
preparations in the industry. 

Auto firms are bit cautious thus 
far about advertising layouts, but 
big splurge is expected around an- 
nouncement time for new models, 
Probably starting early in Cctober. 
While spot radio, newsDap2rs, nu.aga- 
zines and billboard figure to get the 
bulk of initial ad budget, several 
motor firms are expected to get back 
into radio-program swim late in the 
year, or early in 1939. Latter de- 
pends, of course, upon reception ac- 
corded new models. 








First business coming out of the 
automobile industry since last fall 
is the one-minute announcement 
| campaign which Plymouth, part of 
the Chrysler group, starts tomorrow 
| (1). Stirling Getchell did the plac- 
ing through its Detroit office. 

Schedule calls for from two to 
three announcements a day for 11 
consecutive days. 





Weaver's Y. & R. Post 
To Remain Unfilled 








Understood that WLW’s next move 


Young & Rubicam doesn’t plan to 
fill the vacancy made by the resig- 
nation of Pat Weaver, who managed 
the production details of the 
agency’s New York radio depart- 
ment. Weaver's chores 
spread out among the other execu- 
tives in the department 

After three years with Y 
Weaver becomes an assistant 


& R, 
to G. 


|W. Hill, Jr., v.p. in charge of Ameri- 


| He 


can Tobacco advertising. 


Long to Ayer in N. Y. 

Donald H. Long has been shifted 
from N. W. Ayer’s London office to 
do radio and general publicity in 
the egency’s New York division. 
went to London from Ayer’ 
Detroit branch in 1936 


Robert Collins has joined the radio 


taff of N. W. Aver in New York. He 
was formerly a v.p. with the George 
H Jartman Co. and a copywriter 


for J. Walter Thompson 


will be | 


NW. Station Owner Charged With 
Bias in Hot Political Campaign; 
FCC Prober Reperted in District 


Seattle, Aug. 30. 


Radio jumped into the political 
arena here with both feet last week 
when, at a political meeting held in 


Hoquiam, nearby burg, sponsored by 
the Scandinavian-American Federa- 
tion, Osear Asplund, of Seattle, made 
tne statement that Otto A. Case, who 
opposes Senator Homer Bone for the 
Democratic nomination, is being 
backed by the owner of a chain of 
radio stations. Asplund charged that 
Case’s campaign is being financed by 
Louis Wasmer, owner of KHQ and 
KGA, in Spokane, and one of the 
owners of the Northwest Mutual set- 
up. 

Asplund also alleged that an attor- 
ney, representing Wasmer, offered 
the federation radio time and ‘all 
the money it needed’ if it would ‘un- 
dermine Bone.’ 

Case, who has been active in state 





AUTO UPSWING 





politics for several years, when asked 
here about the charge, emphatically 
denied he was tied up with Wasmer 
or his radio outlets. 

No Love for Bone 

Wasmer’s activity in the state pic- 
ture has been mentioned numerous 
times in this section, but this is the 
first time anyone has publicly con- 
nected him up with any candidate, 
It is known Wasmer has no love for 
the senior senator, and only recently 
KOL, of which he is part owner, 
started a suit for $250,000 against 
Saul Haas and Senator Bone. 

Main topic around here since the 
blast by Asplund is Wasmer and Sen- 
ator Bone, and how far the radio ex- 
ecutive will go to defeat the senior 
lawmaker. There have been many 
brickbats flying from the political 
fences, but this is the first time one 
has bounced off in front of the pub- 
lic. The Tacoma Times played up 
the Asplund story. 

It’s reported that the FCC now has 
an investigator in this district prob- 
ing the political setup of the various 
stations as well as other activities of 
the outlets. 


DIALECTS COME 
BACK IN DET. 


Detroit, Aug. 30. 

Foreign-language programs, dor- 
mant for many months on local indie 
stations, are showing signs of reju- 
venation and figure to perk consid- 
erably with resumption of auto pro- 
duction at various plants here. 

With layoff of workers first of this 
year, chiefly affecting Detroit's for- 
eign pop, sponsors of foreign-tongue 
broadcasts pulled out heavily. Now 
they're beginning to trek back, with 
knowledge foreign population will 
spend heavily when they have it, 
Fortunately for indie stations here, 
loss in foreign-language sponsors 








| was made up in part by influx of 


English biz. Latter was lured by 
cheaper rates, etc., at smaller outlets 
as contrasted with bigger stations. 


FREE & PETERS NOW 
REPPING WFIL, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 39. 


Appointment of Free & Peters, Inc, 
as national advertising representa- 
tive was announced t} week by 
Don Withycomb f WFIL. Sta- 
tion parted with Walter Petry Co. in 
June in a si e ove let’s 
action in opening its « ) Sale if- 
fices n New York and te n 
Ch CAaALO 

W ithve I | Free & Peters 

ppointment nono v ffect 

e f WFIL’s N. Y. office, 

eaded by national sales manager 
Jack Stewart 
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AFRA’S 1ST ANNUAL CONVENTION 
SET FOR NOV. 14 IN ST. LOUIS 


Negotiations with ANA Not Por oe in Face of ‘RACE GEORGE, BRADY 


Some Opposish—Union Points 
posals Won’t Clip Sponsors as Much as Stations | 





— + 

First annual convention of the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists will open No. 14 in St. Louis. 
Agenda hasn’t been set, nor has it 
even been decided how long the 
confab will last. One of the matters 
slated for action, however, is the 
election of officers and 15 members 
of the national board 
Nominating committee includes 
Maurice Cliffer, of St. Louis; Carle- 


ton KaDell, of Los Angeles; Vir- 
ginia Payne, of Chicago; Jack 
Moyles, of San Francisco, and Carol 


Deis, Claude Reese, Robert Waldrop, 
Bill Adams and John MacBryde. Al- 
ternates are Teddy Bergman, Eric 
Dressler, Paula Heminghaus, Niles 
Welch and Taylor Buckley. 

Each chapter is allowed one dele- 





gate for each 25 members in good 
standing as of Sept. 1. Delegates 
may attend in person, may send al- 
ternates, or vote by proxy. Mem- 


bership of the union is now estimated 
at about 5,500 nationally. It is the 
only one of the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America groups hold- 
ing a national convention. None of 
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Pro- 


Out Its 





More Corrigan 


Buft alo, Aug. 30 
Joseph F. Cummiskey, news 
editor . of the Times, also 
branching out as a_ special 
events broadzaster. This week 
he handled a description of the 
State Federation of Labor Par- 
ade for WK BW 


Also did the interviewing of 
Doug Corrigan at the latter’s 


reception, with WEBR picking it 
up with some embarrassment. 


Cummiskey kept mentioning 
the Times and the part it played 
in bringing Corrigan here, 
WEBR is owned by the News. 

Corrigan interviews caused 
red faces in another depart- 


Local stations had 
been using spot ads about Cor- 
rigan being a Bulova watch- 
user. On his arrival here, local 
officials presented him with a 
watch and he said: 

‘Just what I needed! Mine 


ment, too. 





the other groups has a widespread 





went haywire this morning.’ 





membership necessitating such a 
national get-together. What arrange- 
ments will be made to cover ex- 
penses of the delegates hasn’t been 
settled. It may be shared by the 
locals and the national union, or 
borne entirely by the locals. 
AFRA’s Checker 


With its contract with NBC and 
CBS now in force, AFRA has em- 
ployed a checker, Tom Tully, to see 
that all persons on sustaining shows 
are AFRA members and to handle 


new membership cases. George 
Heller, treasurer and associate ex- 


ecutive-secretary, is 0.0.-’ing the 
regular staff artists. 

Negotiations with the committee 
representing the Assn. of National | 
Advertisers, resumed by AFRA since | 
signaturing of the network contracts, 
are not proceeding as well as the 
union had hoped. While some of the | 
agency men are reported friendly to | 
AFRA overtures, others are under- | 
stood to be offering serious obstacles | 
to an early settlement. 

Although AFRA executive studi- 
ously avoid predictions, there is a 
growing feeling that some action 
may have to be taken to speed de- 
velopments. While the word 
‘strike’ is not used, some board 
members point out that almost all 
the leading radio performers, on 
whom the agencies must depend as 
the backbone of their programs, are 
AFRA members. Claimed that these 
stars are enthusiastic enough for the 
union to cooperate in any action | 
taken against the agencies. 

Regarding persistent reports that | 
the American Assn. of Advertising | 
Agencies committee is not authorized | 
by the member firms to negotiate an 
agreement, the union officials claim | 
they have been assured by c ‘mmittee 
members that the agencies will sig- 
nature any agreement they draw up 

Explained that the committee is 

merely to expedite matters. 

Advertisers Nix Agcys.’ O 

Another possibility, a 
from time to time, is that the Amer- 
ican ANA, comprising all the major 
sponsors, intends to refuse to go 
along with any contract the agencies 
may sign. 
same reply to that possibility as they | 











do to the matter of agency opposition in 


—that is, they claim their star mem- | 
bership is an essential to successful 
commercial broadcasting. Any 
sponsor using the medium of radio 
cannot do without their membership, 
they argue. 

However, AFRA execs point out, 
nothing in their proposals, or aims, 
is likely to raise the cost of radio 
sponsorship to any marked degree. 
Major cost of commercial radio. they 


explain, lies in the purchase of net- | 


work time, plus music, star salaries 
and such production expense as 
writing, direction, etc. Since any 
AFRA pact covers only the minimum 
salary of performers, with added 
specifications for rehearsals and so 
on, the sponsors will be less affected 
by AFRA rules than are the net-! 
works. Latier, producing sustaining 
shows, use 
imum salary performers. 
mercial shows which may be upped 


Broadcasting System, 


| plan, although Deutsch has pointed | 


AFRA officials make the | 


a large percentage of min- | 


SAID TO HAVE 
32 OUTLETS 


Percy Deutsch, head of the World 
won't an- 
nounce the list of stations which 
have subscribed to his proposed wax 
network until Sept. 15. Deutsch is 
reported to have obtained the sig- 
natures of 32 stations, one of them 
represented also by the Edward 
Petry office. Petry, like several of 
the other station reps, has voiced 


much hostility toward the Deutsch | 








out that his idea does not intrude | 
into the station rep field. 

Under Deutsch’s plan, advertisers 
will be eligible to free transcription 
service if they take a certain num- 
ber of stations on the spot network 
list. The stations themselves agree 
to pay a commission of 15%, with 
742% going to World’s sales depart- 
ment, 5% to cover the cost of the 
platters, and 24% for publicizing 
the plan. 

Stations reported to have already 


TO AIR COMEDY skit 


Opens at the Playhouse Sept. 14. | 


| to start rolling Sept. 1. 


WAX NETWORK: 


| television exhibit on the exposition 
| grounds, and vice versa. 























Grace George and William A.| 
Brady will appear together in an 
original light comedy skit on the 
Rudy Vallee program Sept. 1. Only 
other time they were coupled on| 
radio, stage or screen was in Detroit 
about 13 years ago in Brady’s show 
‘Divorcons.’ Frank Worthy, playing 


opposite Miss George at that time, 
collapsed and died a few minutes 
before curtain time and _ Brady 


jumped into his role 

Brady’s new show, ‘Come Across,’ 
will be the first to hit the boards on 
Broadway in the 1938-39 season. 








VISIO CLOSEUPS 
FOR TOURISTS: 


National Broadcasting’s Television 
Tour in Radio City, to give public 
initial closeup of sight-sound broad- 
casting and what makes it tick, is set 
Intricate de- 
tails, under supervision of top NBC 
and Radio Corporation engineers, 
has delayed inauguration of tour to 
date. Bulk of inspection tour will 
be on a new floor heretofore closed 
to the public. 

There will be 10 guides in charge 
of directing visitors over the tour, 
with two week intensive training 
course nearly completed for the 
staff. 

Besides showing intricate work- 
ings of system and behind scenes ma- 
terial, public paying the fee (prob- 
ably 75c) will be allowed to take 
part in a sample television broad- 
cast. After the RCA-NBC building 
opens at the N. Y. World’s Fair next 
spring, some sort of arrangement is 
contemplated whereby televized tests 
on the tour may be viewed in the 





‘No Local Frown On 
3d Tacoma Outlet, 
But Seattle Objects 


Tacoma, Aug. 30. 
Striking angle about the current 
scramble for the right to erect a 
third Tacoma station is that nobody 
locally has raised any objection to 
the idea. It isn’t a question of 








subscribed to the Deutsch proposi- 
tion are WHAM, Rochester; WRVA, 
Richmond; WLAC,  Nashyjlle; 


WKBW-WGR, Buffalo; WFBL. Syra- | 


cuse; WOKO, Albany; WBAL, Bal- 
|timore; WISN, Milwaukee; WCAE, 
Pittsburgh; KOMA, Oklahoma City; 
KTSA, San Antonio; WHK, Cleve- 
land; KOIN, Portland, and KIRO, 
| Seattle. 


R. G. JENNINGS JOINS 
KASTOR IN CHICAG 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 
Robert G. Jennings, who recently 
resigned as v.-p. in charge of sales 
| and programming at WLW, Cincin- 








| Sons advertising agency. 

He will work out of the Chicago 
| office, concerning himself with new 
business and radio. Jennings stated 
that he has no intention of soliciting 
the Crosley Radio Corp. account, 
which stays as is with the Douglass 
Allen & Leland Davis agency. 





Strictly Brass 
Cincinnati, Aug. 30. 
| A-new quarter-hour musical show 
on WLW, featuring all-brass instru- 
; mentation, was auditioned on the air 
Thursday (25) night. 
Orch is batoned by 
trombonist, 





lin cost by an AFRA contract are 
those using groups of singers, it is| 
| claimed. 

As regards lim‘tation of rehearsal | 


any ‘unreasonable’ changes, 


nati, has joined the H. W. Kastor & | 


Phil Davis, | 


whether the town needs another out- 
let, but who is going to get the 
| license. Only frown at the third 
| station proposition came from an 
outsider, KEEN, Seattle, which, 
its counsel, Crawford E. 
| White, last week advised a deposi- 
| tion-taker that it didn’t think that 
ithis area required another 100- | 
watter. The depositions will be for- 

| warded to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. 
| Community leaders, inctadine | 
| Mayor John C. Seigle, have okayed 
‘the campaign for a third station. 
, Among the most diligent candidates 
| for the license is Mike Mungo, one- | 
| time managing editor of the Tacoma. 
Ledger. Mungo told Earl C. Clifford, | 

| who is taking the depositions for the | 
FCC, that he will present around 50 
witnesses to support his plea. 
| Local stations KMO and KVI/j\ 
| were mameaadiad at the two hear- | 
ings held so far on the issue, but 
there hasn’t been a peep out of 
either, 














MCA Acquires Rights 
To N. Y. Heckey Games 





Broadcast rights to home games of 
the N. Y. American and Rangers 
hockey teams has been contracted 
| for by Music Corp. of America. No 
guarantees involved in agenting | 
| privilege, which was okayed by the | 
| Madison Square Garden Corp. 
First time that hockey rights have | 
been taken for general peddling in 
| the east. Stunt has been worked in 
the west and in Canada. WMCA, | 


Only com- | time, AFRA explains it will not seek | N. Y., formerly picked up games, for| broadcast, John Wald, 


sports broadcasts 





latter: 


cessfully has learned how to be 


WEBR, 


all her recipes are tested and ta 


of Times features on the air. 


tieup with the paper for several 





‘Station WBNY has a definite ban upon programs of 
which some young woman who knows nothing about house} 
lems endeavors to solve all of them for some housewife 


without going to a juvenile clinic or a cooking school. We 
broadcast recipes over WBNY because we know from our 
veys that the average housewife will not listen to them.’ 
Although household adviser is standard with most stations 
was believed to have been directed particularly at ‘The Hoste 
a 100-watter as is WBNY. 


The WBNY ads are offered in the Times in exchange 


hey asserts 

sted before airing, 
, : for Spot ads 
WGR-WKBW here have had a similar 


years, 


<== 
————__ 
Ribbing the 0 hia 
Buffalo Aug 30 
WBNY is making use of its daily display ads in the Time for in. 
stitutional buildups and sly digs at the opposition. Sample of the 


the type in 
‘hold prob. 

Who sue. 
a good mother and a good cook 
> never 
OWN Sure 


thrust 


ss’ of 


Mary Barrett (Hostess) 





Discs Supplementing 


Ward’s NBC Hookup 


Ward Baking will supplement its 
daily a.m. hookup on the NBC-blue 
(WJZ) for Jane Arden with waxed 
versions of the script show on 
WJAX, Jacksonville, Fla.; WCSH, 
| Zaeseane, Me.; WGN, Schenectady; 
po Youngstown, and WFAM, 
South Bend. Use of WKBN, a CBS 
affiliate, has been okayed by NBC 
| for che reason that the network it- 
| self has no release in that town. 

Program goes network Sept. 26, 
but whe discs won’t start until Oct. 
10. Platters will run two weeks be- 
fore the network release. 


KSO-KRNT Shakeups 
Put Edmund Linehan 
In Program Div. Post 


Des Moines, Aug. 30. 

KSO-KRNT have had shakeups 
in personnel. Edmund Linehan has 
been named program director for 
the two stations, replacing Ranny 
Daly. Linehan was formerly in 
continuity and is creator of the ‘Zero 
Hour’ dramas. Dick Teela has been 
named assistant program director, in | 
addition to his duties as traffic man- 
ager for the stations. 

Dave Nowinson, publicity director 
and continuity writer, has moved to 
the writing staff of KFI-KECA, Los 
Angeles, while Mary Little, radio 
editor of the Des Moines Register & 
Tribune, assumes the publicity job in 
addition to her editorial work. 

Wayne Welch, formerly in the 
commercial department of KSO- 
KRNT, has been made sales pro- 
motion director for the Iowa net- 
work, replacing Gladys Greenburg. 


BERNIE SIGNS 3-YEAR 
PACT FOR SMOKE SHOW 


Ben Bernie starts on a CBS coast- | 
to-coast show, on a three-year deal, 
for Half ’n’ Half tobacco, American | 
Tobacco Co. subsid, via Young & 
Rubicam, opening Oct. 2.” 

It will be an augmented bandshow, 
with the maestro m.c.’ing, plus Lew 
Lehr, for comedy, singers, et al. 
Time is 5:30-6 p.m. from the east. 


NBC's ‘Great Plays’ 
Tee Off Again in Oct. 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Second season of ‘Great Plays’ will 
| be launched by NBC Oct. 16, with a/| 
carefully planned program of co- 
‘operation and listening audience. | 
Series, comprising a panorama of 
the early Greek tragedies to latest 
Broadway hits, will be accompanied 
by a manual for teachers outlining | 























the play and its period and also list- | 


| ing supplementary 


reading matter 
| for students. 


National Parents-Teachers Con- | 
gress, heads of university drama de- 


partments, 70 State teachers colleges 
and the National Thespian Society, 
with 375 active chapters, have signi- 
fied intention of hearing the broad- | 
casts. American Library Assn. is/! 


furnishing material pertaining to the | 


plays to 30,000 libraries on its list. 





Barton at Air Races 


Holly wood, Aug. 30. 
Ken Barton, news reporter for 
Richfield oil outfit, has been called to | 
Cleveland to announce the national 
air races. 


His colleague on the Richfield) 


will carry on | 
alone for two weeks. 





CHISELING AGCY. 
RAIDS AT PEAK 
IN PHILLY 


| 
| 
Dp 
| 


Phila ‘elphia, Aug. 30 
Not a new plague 





here, but one 
| which has now reached its highest 
peak and is giving local outlets 


plenty of headache, is 

small agencies 

accounts, 
These so-called 


tactics of 
in raiding unattached 


‘advertising agen- 


cies,’ which in some cases consist of 
one man with desk space, listen in 
for new local advertisers, particu. 


larly on smaller stations which do 
heavy spot announcement biz. So 
soon as they hear a new one, they 
rush around and offer him their 
| services. Selling him is not too dif- 
ficult, for it is a simple matter to 
convince him that it will cost him 
no more to do business through 
them than it will direct. Further- 
more, they promise, he will have the 
service of an expert copywriter and 
a staff to check to make sure that 
hic announcement or program goes 
on when scheduled and as ordered, 
Once this is accomplished the sta- 
tion gets a letter from the ‘agency’ 
advising it to bill them instead of 
the client direct. To the station it 
actually makes no difference wheth- 
er the advertiser works through an 
agent or not, except for two things. 
In the first place, while the credit 
of the advertiser iiay be A-l, the 
agents’ isn’t. Stations object, too, on 
the score that many of the ‘agencies’ 
know nothing about radio copy or 
programming. As a result they pro- 
vide a client with a copy or a show 
that has no chance of bringing him 
increased business. He _ naturally 
thinks it is the statior’s fault that 
no one is listening and becomes dis- 
gusted with radio advertising. 











| 
JOE E. BROWN SHOW 
ON CBS FOR TOASTIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

After considerable difficulty 1 
| finding desirable network time, Ben- 
| ton & Bowles decided to take its 
| chances with Columbia for the Joe 
|e. Brown half-hour comedy show 
|for Post Toasties. Program will be 
bmg at youngsters and takes off 

1 or 8, but the time spot is still 
lb se studied. 

Brown will have as comedy con- 
ifeds Gill and Demling. Harty 
|Sosnik has the music assignment, 
| with Margaret McCrae chirping the 
vocals. 
| Don Cope, Coast production head 
‘for B & B, produced the audition 
show and will take it over for the 
series, 











‘Voice of Experience’ 
Back on Special Net 


returns to 





‘Voice of Experience’ 
WOR, New York, and specially cre 
ated network on Labor Day ta 
|Lydia Pinkham, Replaces Stell 
Unger, who filled spot over summer. 
| Coast to coast net was constructe 
|b Mutual for = account, although 
|Mutual  disclz any connection 
| with Pinkham as a client. 


| Jim Woodruff, gen. mgr. of oe 
Georgia Broadcasting Syst¢™ " 
named Sears & Ayer as the setup * 
national sales rep. 
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The attitude of these New York columnists is refl 

ected across th i 
Among them, Dinty Doyle, of the New York eis hacen sia 
Cook, New York World-Telegram: Nick Kenny, New York Daily Mirror: 
Ben Gross, New York Daily News, whose reactions we have taken the 


liberty of reprinting. 


Our thanks to each and every one and toG 

( , eneral Foods for givi 
the opportunity of taking over the Jello program for the Pel se toe 
to Young & Rubicam, whose splendid co-operation is deeply appre- 


ciated. 
In the accepted nation-wide surveys Hobby 
Lobby is tenth among all half hour programs. 
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DORIS RHODES LOS CUMBANCHEROS TOWN TALK 

Songs Music, Singing With Don Cordray, Gene Morgan, 
15 Mins. 15 Mins. Mary Louw Fester 

Sustaining Sustaining Quiz 

Thursday, 8.30 p.m. Sunday, 12:45 p.m., EDST. 30 Mins. 

WABC-CBS, New York WOR, New York Sustaining 


Encouraged by the attention that 
Doris Rhodes has been getting from 
radio columnists around the country, 
CBS has posed her opposite the Rudy 
Vallee-Fleischmann show on _ the 
NBC red (WEAF) link. She fills 
three other periods during the week, 
but at scattered times. The outlook 
for this song stylist is bright. Hers 
is a sound tonal quality, diction is 
good and the feel for both rhythm 


and sentiment is sharply to the 
favorable side. Her treatment of a 
torch number shows warmth and 


confidence and the time is not far off 
when a niche will be accorded her 
in radio for this type of song. 


For her initial Thursday night 
show, Miss Rhodes leaned more to 
the rhythm lyric than to the slow 


torchy ballad. Columbia could have 
helped her out with a little produc- 
tion. Instead of having her go 
through five numbers with hardly a 
chance for a breathing spell, the net- 
work might have interpolated an 
orchestral number, with the latter 
selected from the school represented 
by Morton Gould, Raymond Scott, or 
Larry Clinton. Listeners, particu- 
larly the night-time tuner-inners, 
are no longer accustomed to having 
five song numbers shot at them with- 
out intervening relief. CBS has ap- 
parently got into the habit of concen- 
trating all its production efforts on 
what it chooses to call comedy shows. 

Miss Rhodes has been a standard 
singing single in vaude and niteries 
for the past few years. Odec. 
ADVANCE SPORTS FORUM 
Interviews 
30 Mins. 

Aug. 26, 10 p. m., EDST 
CBS, New York 

One-shot, multi-city roundup of 
sports personalities of this nature, as 
an advance tie-in for the network’s 
future regular sports shows, has its 
come-on value. This one resembled 
an effort for flash effect and was 
okay. Some advance preparations 
on the part of some of the celebs, 
however, would be better, whenever 
that is possible. 

Boston, Saratoga and Omaha were 
among the cities heard from, and the 
celebs included stars from golf, ten- 
nis, polo and racing, such as John 
Goodman, Mrs. Julia A. Page, Don 
Budge, Gene Mako. Alice Marble, 
Cant. Ross, George H. Bull. 

CBS’ four regular sports commen- 
tators, led by Ted Husing, out of 
Boston, were on the receiving end 
of the interviews. 

Crew included Harry Nash, Brvin 
Fields and Bob Trout. Indicated 
CBS wasn’t stinting in this advance 
semple of its regular sports shows. 


A worthy metho? of impressing sin- | 


cerity of purpose. 

There was line trouble on the 
Omaha end, but it got coupled in 
somehow at the finish. anyway, and 
as luck would have it, the Saratoga 
end flashed a scoop on the sale of the 
Milky Way stabie, before the rags 
mivht have had the info. That 
helped. Shan. 





Sprightly Spanish tempo orchestra, 
|} which probably would show to better 
|advantage if there was not so much 
| indiscriminate spotting of Don Alex- 
'ander, featured balladist. Choice of 


|band selections, including ‘Twilight,’ | 


set to modernized tempo; ‘La Guizar,’ 
and ‘My Margarita,’ excellent for this 
'type of Latin-American musical unit. 
| Arrangements and pace fit snugly 
j}into radio groove. 


capped by manner in which soloist 
Alexander works. His initial song, 
something about the hills and tabbed 


a Mexican folksong, brought him on | 


as a troubador with guitar. 
satisfactorily into what had preceded, 
though a bit slow. Alexander re- 
turned with ‘Sunrise’ song. Singer 
not only was tardy in getting to mike, 


but his otherwise pleasant voice 
muffed the number with tedious 
handling. Wear. 


TITO AND HIS SWINGTET 
| Instrumental 
|15 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
| Thurs., 6 p. m. 
| WEAF-NBC, New York 
| The sustaining 19ute that NBC 
|handed this combination came after 
|recognition had been accorded it 
|through guest appearances with the 
|Rudy Vallee-Fleischmann and Paul 
| Whiteman-Chesterfield sessions. They 
have also done three stands on CBS’ 
|Saturday night swing period. It’s 
|the first group that has been able 
ito turn out ear-tickling swing from 
linking three accordions with a 
guitar and bass, 

As devised for NBC, the program 
makes a swell novelty. The Thurs- 


day (25) show stressed such swing- 
lable standards as ‘Caravan,’ ‘Dinah’ 


j}and ‘I Got Rhythm.’ Odec. 


| EMMALINE AND EASY 

| With Betsy White, Vernon Delhart 

| Songs 

115 Mins.—Local 

| Sustaining 

'$:45 a.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays 

| WGY, Schenectady 

Vernon Delhart, composer of ‘The 
|Prisoner’s Song’ and other ballads, 
iteams with Betsy White, ex-vaude 
villian, in this blackface musical 
isketch. It is set in a commercial 
|hotel in the deep south. Miss White, 
ithe script writer, plays a cook and 
Delhart a handyman. Turn a bit off 
ithe beaten track—for WGY at least— 
|is done with professional smoothness, 
although the sock is not terrific. 
|Dialog is mainly filler, cueing into 
songs. 

On the vocals the duo registers 
strongly. They warble alone and to- 
gether, both in pleasing fashion. 
voices are ear-easy and delivery is 
sure. Noticeable is the freshness for 
radio of many numbers, which in- 
clude spirituals. Script does not ex- 


|plain however, how the piano—hap- | 


lpens to be in a hotel kitchen and 
javailable to the ‘help.’ Jaco. 


Strong points of combo are handi- | 


Fitted | 


| Friday, 9:45 p.m., EDST 
| WMCA, New York 

This is another quiz show, written 
and directed by Greta Baker. A 
| spelling, definition and grammar 
| contest, it’s rather weak in compari- 
'son to other broadcasts of its type. 
Problems when caught appeared too 
simple to hold much listener in- 
terest, and those contestants unable 


ently plenty illiterate. 


Show is unsponsored right now, 





iin ; 
dictionaries to the winners. It’s a 
cheap plug for the publishing firm. 


; 


with the same pronunciations in a 


spelled the latter as ‘gnough.’ Second 
portion of the show concerned word 
meanings, then sentence construction 
and pronunciation Gene Morgan 
and Mary Lou Foster were in a thin 
sketch that cues into the word- 


their dialog. It was very slow. 

_ Don Cordray, station announcer, 
is asking the queries, 
Baker judges. She might gather to- 
gether more difficult and interesting 
conundrums. Scho. 


OLYMPICS OF THE AIR 
Jack Starr 

Sports Quiz 

30 Mins. 

Sat., 9 p. m. 

Sustaining 

KMBC, Kansas City 

Special events man Jack Starr, of 
the KMBC staff, has taken the ‘Prof. 
Quiz’ idea into the world of sport 
information. Program includes such 
features as prizes for contestants and 
for those submitting questions, most 
of which are promoted locally at 
present. 

In line with most functions of the 
sport world, this quiz is carried on 
with considerable informality. Ques- 
tions treat of the sport world at 


and nationally, in season and out. 
Before suitable for a sponsor, how- 
ing and more consideration of the 
material used. 

This one, for instance, involved a 
couple of slang expressions, mean- 
ings of which are 
same in every section of the country. 
i This might leave correct answer 
| open to controversy. which 
| react unfavorably with certain 
| gional groups of listeners. Thus, 
| when it goes commercial, program 
| might better stick to strictly 
| anaie stuff and leave out the local 
| 





angles. 


Idea is executed snappily and with 


a little more attention to material 


| ° + . ; > | ° 
| will make first-rate entertainment. | trig) of 


| Quin. 
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but handing out Funk & Wagnall’s | 





| Foliow-Up Comment | 


Milkman’s Matinee, all night jive 
session on WNEW, N. Y., m.c.’d by 
Stan Shaw, is easing itself out of the 





‘appeal it had for sleepless jitter- 


bugs and becoming more of a spiel 
session nightly. Owl watch is gen- 
erally credited with hypoing 
WNEW. 

Shaw transcribes about one tune 
every five mins, what with announc- 





to answer most of ’em were appar- | teners. 


ing the names and requests of lis- 
Commercial spiels cut in 


heavily on the time, with Shaw 


| knecking himself out describing all 


| 


the different products. When caught 


| (Thurs. 2 a.m.) he left himself 
| breathless telling of a trip to the 
|brewery of a beer advertiser and 


First query for the five contestants | 
concerned the spelling of two words | 


labelling the output ‘marvelous’ and 
‘magnificent.’ Told late dialers they 
‘never have and never will taste 
anything like it.’ Instead of keep- 


ling ’em awake, Shaw will find him- 


sentence, each having a different | 
meaning. Words ‘new’ and ‘gnu’ fig- 
ured in one query, but one lad 


while Miss | picnic; another a 


self putting the listeners to sleep. 


Horn & Hardart’s Sunday morn- 


ing kid show remains among the 
best of the juvenile revues, if not 
the tops. This is due to a canny 


showmanship under expert m.c.’ing 


meanings, the questions hinging on|by their conferencier, plus a basic 
lon weekly. 


One time it’s a caval- 
cade of tin pan alley; another it’s a 
Sunday at the 
beach, etc., with the tunes according- 


lly selected and the pacing showman- 





ly and effective. It’s not just a slap- 
happy medley of kid specialties, but 
a carefully primed revue, so that the 
full hour never palls. 

There’s good comedy amidst the 
song, taps, accordion and sax spe- 
cialties. A kidlet, Adele Roy, is 
something of a starlet on her own, 
‘Poicy,’ a tough kid, straighted by 
‘Poicy,’ a tough kid? straightened by 
the adult m.c., who, incidentally, is 
a Gibraltar on his own with the 
show. The W.C. Fields-type come- 
dian works in and out of the pro- 





ceedings and withal it makes for 
novelty and good pacing. 
Leon Goldstein, New York’s 


WMCA publicity head, is subbing on | 
that station’s James J. Hines trial | 
newscasts while Harry Hershfield is 
on vacash. Goldstein is more on the 
straight reportorial side than Hersh- 


large, topics of interest both locally | field, though he put on the dramatics 


| in the final few minutes when caught. 


| The 
ee 
ever, program needs more ritualiz- | Hershfield towards the defense was 


indicated partisanship of | 


not quite so noticeable in Goldstein’s | 


| broadcast Monday evening (29), but | 


| 


not exactly the | > AS a 4 
;much as Weinberg went off the stand | 


would | 
re- | 


it was there, nevertheless, especially | 
| in 


his flaying of witness George 
Weinberg as a sordid character. Inas- 


last Friday (26), there was no reason 
for his inclusion in a news broadcast 
three days later. Monday’s testimony 


| held enough in itself to keep Gold- 


na- | 


|nouncers’ to 


Stein going. | 

Beginning to look now as though | 
it’s WMCA'’s policy and not the an- 
rip apart the state’s 


; case, or play down the credibility of 


| 


| 
| 


District Attorney Dewey’s witnesses. 
Partisanship in a_ politico-criminal 
this type is not exactly 
healthy for any station, and WMCA | 
appears to be sticking its neck out. 


Dave Elman’s Hobby Lobby pro- 


| gram (WEAF-NBC, 8 p. m.) had a| 


| wide variety of hobby lobbyists on 
| Sunday’s (28) airing. 


| good lineup every week and this was 


Elman man- 
ages to have on tap a consistently 


no exception. Hobby of Larry Nix- 
on, who conducts a travel program 
on WNEW, N. Y., qualified as being 
odd enough for inclusion on Elman’s 
time, because his relaying news of 
odd spots to visit is done without 


| ever having visited ’em. Admitted | 


| HORSE AND BUGGY DAYS 


he gathered his material via confabs | 
with tramp steamer crews. Nixon | 
has written a book on the subject, | 
currently up among the best sellers. | 
His talk was interesting. 


| 

With Mark Smith, Norsemen Quar- | 
tet, Alice Remsen, Florence Ma- 
lone, Dave Mallen, Fred Weefer 


| 30 Mins. 


Sunday, 3:30 p.m., EDST 
WJZ, New York 


Entertaining collection of ‘good old | 


| Sustaining | 


days’ music and anecdota, ideally 
|timed to catch the older family | 
members after Sunday dinner. | 
Dramatizations of songs a la old| 


| stuff. 


school is a little too heavy for cur- 
rent day consumption, but other- 
wise pleasing, if lavender and lace 


Imaginary tours of once famous | 
eateries characterizes notables of the 
day and theatrical names, Includes 
George M. Cohan (Dave Mallen) im- 
personations in singing and a medley | 
of Cohan songs by orchestra. Drama- | 
tized throwbacks of ‘Belle of the | 
Ball,’ ‘Little Lost Child,’ etc., in same 
~~ and not without appeal. 


very seriously handled and 
not burlesqued, although sprinkled 


with humorous touches. Hurl. | 


———=——, 
HARLAN EUGENE READ 
News Commentator 
15 Mins. 
ROGERS PEET CoO. 
Mon., Fri., 9 p.m. 
WOR, New York 

wai ete green & Pratt) 

is world traveler, w 

heard on the air before, ‘ood beegee 
ing a swell job substituting for Ge. 
briel Heater, while latter ~ 


i 
for a rest. Lacking the bomber 
of some narrators, or the slow 


tempo of others, Harlan Read back 
up his imparticl interpretation a 
world happenings with a Steady pa 
which seldom permit. interest to 
|drag. In many respects he give 
|virtual feature treatment of i 
| that have previously been pawed 
over by other news chatterers. 
Down-to-earth manner of speak 
ing is varied by oddities, such as his 
‘who -said what’ portion of radio 
stint. Looks as though networks are 
missing a bet if he’s permitted to 
stay off the airwaves. Sales patter 
|is brief and intelligently scripted 
Wear, 





| JAY FRANKLIN 
i*The State of che Nation’ 
| Talk. 

15 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
|Tues., Fri., 10:45 p. m. 
| WIZ-NBC, New York 

Jay Franklin, Washington column. 
ist for the David Stern papers, is 
|doing a 


| dc provocative and _ incisive 
|piece of reporting in his current 
| jaunt across the country. As far ag 


|radio is concerned, his only handi- 
cap is that he has but two quarter. 
{hours a week in which to cram his 
gleanings. His observations are 
|astute and penetrating, revealing a 
}mind that is sensitive on cross-cur- 
rents of upinion. 

| Last Friday night (26) Franklin 
| broadcast from Bismarck, N. D., and 
|combined a keen ~ense of description 
| with a clear filtering of local condi- 
itions and the mixed wants of the 
|farming citizenry. Among his pun- 
|gent remarks was that this part of 
the west has been wasted and man- 
| handled and the people there know 
it; also that the state was in a very 
bad way economically and that the 


paramount problem facing it was 
what to do with the surplus farm 
poniiatian Odeec 
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OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
590 KC 5,000 Watts 
On the NBC Red Net 
John J. Gillin, Jr., Mer. 

John Blair Co., Representatives 


and Operated by the Wood- 


Owned 7 
the World Life Insurance 


men of 





Society, 











SERVING 3,000.000 FRENCHMEN 


SINCE 


1922 


La Presse’s CK AC Montreal 


CANADA'S BUSIEST STATION 


JOSEPH Ho McGILELVRA, New Ve 


ork. Chicago, Terento Los Vugetes 
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RADIO'S SHOT 


+——___——_— 


ATES WILL 
URE IN PROBE 


nBC Will Be Hardest Hit 
Among Nets If FCC Mo- 
nopoly Investigation 
Forces Divorcement of 
Affiliates—Hinges on Defi- 
nition of What Consti- 





tutes Overlapping Cover- | 


age 





Of deep concern to NBC in con- 


nection with the forthcoming mo-| 
nopoly investigation by the Federal | 
Communications Commission is the | 


part that the question of overlapping 
coverage will play. 
be faced with defending the same 
situation, NBC has a tougher nut to 


crack, since it controls, or is affili- | 


ated with, a far greater number of 
high-powered stations. 

One sideline speculation is that, 
unless NBC presents a redoubtable 
case, it may be forced to eliminate a 
substantial number of affiliates from 
its list. Feeling within NBC is that 
the problem is far too complex for 
the entertainment of any such possi- 
bility. Before the FCC can even sug- 
gest any drastic moves in that direc- 


tion, it must first determine what | 


constitutes overlapping coverage. It 
is this definition of overlapping cov- 
erage that will prove the crux of the 
whole problem, 


FCC’s Problem 


As industry observers figure it, the 


FCC will have to decide. whether 
overlapping coverage is to be meas- 
ued by (1) its own standards of 
signal strength, a strictly technical 
yardstick, or (2) by a station’s zone 
of influence, deriving primarily from 
the consistent popularity of its pro- 
grams. 

Like NBC, the Joint Committee of 
Radio Research has amassed evi- 
dence showing that farflung commu- 
nities have got into the habit of tun- 
ing in on the high-powered stations 
for their network entertainment, 
even thoush closer-to-hand outlets 
transmit ‘he same programs. It is 
the overali high quality of a station's 


schedule that garners the faithful | 
audience, apparently and not the in- | 


termittently popular network show. 


This theory has made itself par- | 


ticularly noticeable among __ polls 
taken of rural set-owners. Latter 
have become addicts of the long dis- 
tance clear-channel outlets, and this 
tendency reveals itself strongly when 
such outlets interlard their fare with 
an occasional program directed pri- 
marily at the hinterland element. 

A pertinent angle that the FCC 
hearings may bring to the surface is 
that many a local station became a 
member of the NBC or CBS list as 
the result of political nudging exert- 
ed by an important senator or con- 
éréssman in Washington. 


Barrett, WOR Chi Chief, 





Seriously Iil After Op. 





Chicago, Aug. 30 

n.. J. Barrett, Jr., chief of the local 
OR office, is seriously ill at Mich- 
#el Reese hospital, 

Had been operated on and took a 
ye for the worse. Today (Tuesday ) 
°ctors are considering blood trans- 
UsloOns to strengthen him. 
=—_ 





h Baltimore, ita 


WFBR 


METS NBC RED NETWORK 
epwant REPRESENTATIVES 


ARD PETRY & CO. 


While CBS will | 
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GUN DIVORCE 


mene —a 





Lee Grant Steps Into 


Lee Grant has been appointed mu- 
sical director of station WMCA, 
N. Y., by president Donald Flamm. 

He started with station as staff 
violinist nine years ago, and gradu- 
ated up the line, handling his own 
shows, etc., until being named boss. 


Foster Undergoes Op 
Hartford, Aug. 30. 





WTHT, was operated on for a jaw 
infection at the Hartford h spital 
Tuesday (23). Forced to cancel his 
Mutual program, ‘Day You Were 
| Born,’ Saturday (27). 


at Watch Hill, R. I., he returns to 
his duties this week. 


WMCA’s Top Musical Spot 


Cedric Foster, station manager of 


Recuperating at his summer home| 


RICHFIELD OIL STILL 
UP IN AIR ON RADIO 


| Richfiel” Oil’s radio activities for 
the fall are still hanging fire. Board 
|of directors has yet to approve a 








budget for this phase of advertising. 
| Sherman K. Ellis, Inc., is the agency. | 


In past seasons the account has | 
confined itself to transcribed kid 
shows. 


‘Ranger’ Rides in Balto 
Baltimore, Aug. 30 

‘Lone Ranger,’ participating com- 
mercial sponsored by Mutual, will 
get a local tie-in via WBAL for 7 Up 
drink, beginning Sept. 26. 

Set-up, thrice weekly airing. calls 
| for one of biggest local radio ex- 
penditures in moons. 





reports 


CBS Gets Rid of Fades on Coast 


As New Transmitter Goes to Work 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. through with 10 times the intensity 
former reception 


at Shern 


Columbia’s new 50,000-watt trans- | Of its 


Old antenn oO 


| mitter for KNX in nearby Torrance pris - — 


will either be sold or dismantled 
Engineers declare that lustier signal 
to the south has not affected othe: 


areas 


was put in operation last week on 
regular schedule and engineers are 
elated over the results. Fade area to 
the south, which long had been a 

John Wiggin, who resigned fron 
the production staff of Pedlar & 
Ryan agency to devote himself to 
writing, has sold his first short story, 
‘Murder on the Upbeat,’ to Collier's. 


thorn in the side of CBS, is now 
getting a clear, strong signal, accord- 
ing to CBS technicians. San Diego 
KNX 


programs coming 

















FRAN STRIKER—Chief 
of WXYZ's script deport- 
ment for the last six years, 





RICHARD E. OSGOOD 
— script writer fer the 
last three yeors. 








HARRY SUTTON, JR.— The last four yeors 


supervisor of dramatic script ond productions. 


WXYZ's Dramatic Script Writers 

























KING-IRENDLE BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
Blue NBC Network WwW XY Z- D ETR 0 : T Michigan hadio Network 


The Paul H. Raymer Co. Representative 


CHAS. D. UVINGSTONE 
—For the last five years 
assistant in WXYZ's pro- 
ductions; lately named 
dramatic director. 





a 





RUSSELL NEFF — For 
seven years WXYZ's pre- 
gram director. 





TOM DOUGALL—wxy7z's 
script writer end assistont 
director the last four years. 


King-Trendle Broadcasting Corporation, creators, 
originators and sole owners of “The Lone Ranger” 
—''The Green Hornet’ —“Factfinder” and many 
others, appreciate the compliment by another 
Detroit radio station. 


WXYZ is proud of its ability to train writers, 
actors, and technicians, in producing famous 
radio entertainment it originates such as “The 
Lone Ranger’— “The Green Hornet”—"Children's 
Theatre of the Air.” These shows are exclusive 
King-Trendle creations and are currently broad- 
cast on a regular schedule over WAYZ. 


WXYZ's dramatic department is a systematic, 
harmonious working organization, carefully 
guided and directed by executive leadership 
that draws upon a quarter century of ex- 
perience in outstanding showmanship. 


Over 105 radio stations in the United States 
© (affiliated with regional and coast-to-coast 
networks; plus independent stations) are 
licensed by WXYZ to broadcast “THE LONE 
RANGER” and “THE GREEN HORNET” features. 
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Can. Casters Meeting on Problems 


MUST HAVE MUSIC 


Americans Won’t Buy Cars 
Unless Radio-Equipped 





Latin 





Exporters of automobiles to Cen- 


the natives are becoming less and 


\ Arising from Gov't's 50,000-Watters 2-2. xzvasys. 


| 


Montreal, Aug. 30. 
Meeting of directors of the Cana- 
dian Association of Broadcasters is 
scheduled to be held in Ottawa some 
time the 


plight of a considerable number of 


next month to deal with 


stations in the western prov- 
the 


facilities for continued operation will 


small 


inces and in Maritimes, whose 





Touch System 


St. Paul, Aug. 30. 





be seriously threatened with the 
completion of 50,000-watt Govern- | 
ment stations in these areas shortly. | 

| 


Broadcasting Corp., wh 


these sta 


Canadian 
has been feeding 
programs and revenue, will naturally 
withdraw its service when t new 


transmitters are completed 


With local programs and sponsors 
in sparsely settled regions very 
searce, the existence of many pri- 


its mem- 
which 


a considerable portion of 
bership and the dues 
were paid by these indies. 
Basic CBS network, currently con- 
sisting of 37 stations, will in all prob- 
ability be reduced to 25 as the huge | 
Government transmitters are com- | 
pleted. With the erection of a 50,-| 
000-watt station in the west the CBS | 
sees no need for splitting revenues | 
with small stations in the neighbor- | 
hood. Same situation will prevail in | 
the Maritimes 
Cc. A. B. will time its meeting to | 
coincide with that of the Board of 
Governors of the CBS, also sched- 
uled for September in Ottawa. Asso- 
ciation, it is reported, is planning to 
submit a brief to the Governors, ex- 
plaining the hardships which small | 
stations will shortly face, and may | 
ask for concessions to afford private | 
stations some relief. 


also 


AKRON TAKES AIR WAY | 
OUT OF THE DOGHOUSE: 


Akron, Aug. 30. 

Akron, whose outside 
hasn’t been so favorable the last few 
years what with strikes, sitdowns 
and disputes in the rubber industry, 
is going to try and build prestige via 
the air during the next few months. 

Through Station WJW, the Junior 
Chamber of Comiaerce is sponsoring 
a series of informative broadcasts, 
‘Know Akron and Her Industries,’ 
every Friday morning from 11 to 
11:30. First broadcast was aired Fri- 
day (26). 

WJW takes its mobile unit to va- 
rious plants and business places and 
announcer Len Taylor interviews 
executives and workers. 





























publicity | 


A stitch in the dark is no 
lark, so Al Sheehan, WCCO 
Artists’ Bureau head, found 
out. While his bureau was try- 
ing to put on a grandstand 
show at the Wadena County 
Fair last Thursday (25), the 
eavens opened up. Sheehan 
trotted out all his pitchn.an 
artistry to try and keep the 
customers in their seats, but in 
hurrying to consult with the 
man:gement he tore a gam on 


a guy wire. 

Rusked to the hospital, Shee- 
was just taking the second 
stitch when all the burg’s lights 
wen’ out. 


han 











vately-owned stations Is threatened. | 
As a result, it is quite probable that | 
the C. A. B. will in due course lose | 

| | 


BROADCAST 


a 


London, Aug. 30. 

Broadcast of annual Royal Com- 
mand variety show at Palladium in 
late fall will definitely be off this 
year, due to squawks by theatre in- 
terests that radio bill containing 
every accredited vaude topliner kept 
60% of their audiences at home that 
night. Representatives of theatre 
managers, exhibs and others drew 
up statements for submission to Lor 


| Chamberlain’s office, and got him to 
| rule there would be no transmission. 


BBC had public guessing at week- 
end, however, when, denying a 
newspaper report that Ki~g George, 
who will 
broadcast, it suggested the program 
would go over the air. The King 
naturally dissociates himself from 
any contentious issues, but fact re- 
mains the Lord Chamberlain, who 
speaks for him, gave assurances to 
| theatre interests. 


‘WOR Will Air 10 
Atlantic Oil Games 


WOR, Newark, will broadcast 10 
collegiate football games for Atlantic 
Refining this fall. Schedule starts 
Sept. 24 and ends Nov. 26. Com- 
mentators for the series have not yet 
been named by N. W. Ayer, agency 
on the account. 

Setup takes in seven Yale games, 
two U. of Pitt and the 10th is the 
Cornell-Dartmouth tangle. 


KDYL. Will Celebrate 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 30. 

KDYL, local NBC outlet, will pre- 
|sent two days of special Coast net- 
| work shows, probably Sept. 13 and 
14, inaugurating its power boost from 
| 1,000 to 5,000 watts. George Snell, 
| head of continuity staff, and By 
| Woodbury, musical director, are sew- 
| ing up shows, 
S. S. Fox, president of the Inter- 
|mountain Broadcasting Corp., oper- 
, ators of KDYL, who has been con- 























| fined in a local hospital, is expected 





‘to be on hand for the sendoffs. 














By JANE WEST 


“ NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap « 99 “*/100 °/o pure 





LISTEN 


TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. DST 
CBS - WABC— 

4 

IN es -«¢ 


2:15 to 2:30 P.M. DST 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir. 


COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


| 


attend, had vetoed the | 


‘less inclined to buy a gas chariot 
unless there is a radio installed. To 
make it still tougher for the exporter 
the Central and South Americans 
are demanding that these sets be so 
adapted that they can also pick up 
shortwave programs. 

An auto exporter, who recently 
returned from a trip to Mexico, says 
|that the owners of these sets take 


such pride in them that they let 
them go full blast whenever they 
park. Nobody seems to object, he 
added. 


New Britain’s WNBC 
To Set Up Hartford 


Studio on Power Boost 


Hartford, Aug. 30. 

Although station manager Richard 
W. Davis has issued a blank denial, 
WNBC, New Britain, 
open Hartford studios around Oct. 


Conn., will 


a 


Station was recently granted permis- 
FCC to 


operating times as well 


sion by the extend its 


is to increase 


its power, This city now has three 
stations, WTIC, WDRC, and WTHT. 
WNEC has been operating daytime 
on 250 watts. Now granted the right 
to operate daytime on 1000 watts and 
nights on 250 watts. With its new 
Hartford studios, it is expected to 
provide serious commercial com- 
petition with stations WTHT and 
WDRC, WTIC being more of a re- 
| gional station, covering the entire 
| state as well as part of New Eng- 
| land. 
Several prospective studio loca- 
| tions have already been inspected by 
| Davis. Since the granting of ex- 
tended time operations and increased 





| power, the station has been erecting 
|a new tower, directional antenna, 
Six miles of underground 


| laying 
wire, and installing a new transmit- 
ter at New Britain, at a cost of 
$20,000. 

Also understood that the station is 


in a predicament in regards to its 
news broadcas‘s, not having avail- 


able any news agency from which to 
|secure national and_ international 
| news. Station has been using Trans- 
| radio. 
| (1). WTIC, dropping Yankee News, 
| takes over Transradio at that date, 
| taking over at the same time the 
| WNBC contract. 


LAWYERS GET ANOTHER 
DELAY ON NEW RULES 


Washington, Aug. 30. 

Another delay in filing written 
comments on the mountain of testi- 
mony and exhibits regarding new 
broadcast rules was granted by the 
FCC this week. Barristers were 
given additional five days to finish 
their briefs, with deadline pushed 
back until after Labor Day. 

Last opportunity, following second 











Sept. 6. 





Mex Labor Propaganda 





Mexico City, Aug. 30. 


Latin-America’s largest and most 
powerful radio station of its kind 


will be established here by the Con- 
federation of Mexican Workers, 
Mexico’s strongest labor organiza- 
tion. Station will spread labor prop- 
aganda and proletarian news. 

It goes into action in the fall. 


Malone to NBC 


Ted Malone has resigned 
WOR, Newark, to conduct his 





from 
‘Be- 


|} tween the Bookends’ program for 
| NBC. He starts on his new con- 
nection Monday (5). 

Malone will do an_ afternoon 


quarter-hour during the week, while 
on Sunday it will be a more elabo- 
rate session. 





Hart-Parker Team 
Teddy Hart and Lew Parker, 
comedians, are bein built as a 
comedy duo for radio. Pair do a 
guest stint on Rudy Vallee show 
Sept. 1, the first radio work for 
either one. 
| Parker is from vaude and Hart 
|was in the legits ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ and ‘Room Service.’ 





Its contract is up Thursday | “gg 
from an unsuccessful Senate candi- | 


| date in Tennessee, who told the Sen- | 


postponement within two weeks, is | 








Cashing In 
St. Paul, Aug. 30. 

They take their baseball seri- 
ously, hereabouts. On Wednes- 
day (24) night, ‘George Higgins 
Night’ was celebrated at Lex- 
ington Park, local American 
Association park. 

Higgins, who does most of 
WTCN’s sportcasting, and who 
handles the Wheaties and Mobil- 
broadcasts for 


1 ‘ 1 
baseball all 


gas 


St. Paul home games, received 
a Lincoln Zephyr sedan and 
more than $2,000 in swag in 


variously assorted merchandise, 
Gifts included wrist watch from 
the ball team, set of golf 
camera, 10-gal. hat, groceries, 
live chickens and a white rat. 

Umps got together and tossed 
in a dozen pairs of sox. 


irons, 











’Nother Political 


Censorship Case 


Probed by FCC 


Washington, Aug. 30. 
Inquiry into second instance of al- 





| leged political censorship was under 
|way this week, with FCC looking 
|into complaints against the three 
Houston, Tex., outlets controlled by 
Jesse Jones, potent Democratic and 
| Roosevelt administration figure. 


| Study was promised last week by 


| Judge Eugene O. Sykes, acting chair- | 
|man, following receipt of squawks | 


|from County Judge Roy Hofheinz 
on asserted blue-penciling of politi- 
cal speeches by officials of KTRH, 


| KXYZ, and KPRC. Details are not 
| revealed, under FCC policy of with- 
| holding info about bleats against li- 
| censes-holders. 

Facts already sought 


are being 


|ate campaign expenditures commit- 
|tee that an unidentified Federal of- 
ficial sought to gag persons trying to 
}use microphones in recent hot pri- 
| maries in Memphis. Particulars of 
incident have not come out, with 
complainant failing to say who was 
silenced, what stations were in- 
volved, and who the culprit was. 





3 Cincy Stations Cover 
Food Expo from Zoo 


Cincinnati, Aug. 30. 
Three stations are originating spe- 
cial programs from the Zoo during 
the holding up of the annual Pure 
Food and Health Expo, which ends a 
two-week run Sept. 5. Show, largest 


230,000 last year. It is under auspices 
of the Cincy Retail Grocers & Meat 
Dealers’ Association. 

WCKY is conducting a 30-minute 
interview program in advance of the 
weekday Times-Star Cooking School 
classes. Same station is carrying 
broadcasts of the nightly stage shows 
and spelling quizzes from its own 
studio booth, where samples of prod- 


away. WSAI is continuing its sum- 
mer semi-weekly educational series 





| duration of the expo. 
| line into the grounds for origination 
of its daily ‘Sidewalk Snooper’ pro- 
gram and also its regular Sunday 
‘Right or Wrong’ series. 


Asks KEEN Receivership 


| Seattle, Aug. 30. 
| After several postponements the 
| petition of Howard J. Ryan, agency 
|} head, asking for a receivership of 
| KEEN, small-watt, part-time platter 
station, to satisfy a judgment of $12.- 
| 500, is scheduled for hearing today 
| (Tuesday) in the Superior court. 
| Arthur C. Dailey, prez of the sta- 
| tion, has appealed the judgment to 
; the state supreme court. 


of its kind, drew a paid attendance of | 


ucts advertised on WCKY are given | 


for juves, styled ‘At the Zoo’ for the | 
WKRC has a/| 


200-Mile Visio Cable in England 
A Failure; Cost Gov't $1,000,009 





London, Aug. 23 
A costly boner is the ; 


installati 
of the twin cable up through center 
of England, by which it was Planned 


to transmit BBC television programs 
from London for ethering from sec. 
ordary stations in the sticks. Cable 
was laid by General Post Office for 
distanze of 200 miles, servicing as far 
north as Manchester, at cost of $5 000 


a mile, mainly with the idea of rent. 


ing it to BBC for relay purpose 
Now that the Government has put 
itself in a hole for $1,000,000. jt nae 


been proved that for visio 
is completely valueless 
GPO is endeavoring to alibi jtsar 


the cable 





by stating when job hed com. 
mercial demands will prohibit t 
being reserved at any period of day 
for BBC. Co-axial cable can be 
fully taken up day and night, says 
department, for ordinary long-dis. 
tance phone ealls 

BBC, in turn, makes no admis. 


sions, but screens itself behind Goy- 
ernment controlled Television Ag. 
| visory Committee, which, it says, js 
| solely responsible for deciding lines 
|of development, but which 





has yet 


made no recommendation on exten. 
|sion of service to the provinces 
| Alibi conceals fact that the cable 
floppo puts back visio invasion of 


| the sticks probably for two years. 
| and so stifles all talk of a No. 2 sta. 
‘tion being opened in Birmingham 
| next year. 

| Cable failure is giving set manu- 
| facturers somew ‘at of a headache, 
as extensive plans for flooding 
|market with cheap sight-and-sound 
j}radios are coinciding with annual 
Radiolympia show, which opens to- 
| morrow (24). Visio in the provinces 
|would have meant thousands of 
|sales on novelty valu: alone, but 
| Londoners, big proportion of whom 
|are already familiar with television 
in one form or another, may not be 
|so quick to buy—unless evidence is 
|quickly forthcominy of improve- 
jment in entertain ent quality of 
j= daily programs. 





JOS. W. LEE QUITS 
AS KTOK GEN. MCR. 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 30. 

Joseph W. Lee, general manager 
;of the Oklahoma Network and 
| KTOK here, has resigned and will 
| resume his radio activity with an 
/unanounced station following a va- 
/cation. His post will be filled by 
|K. M. Douglas, formerly with WBAP, 
Fort Worth. 

KTOK is the Oklahoma City out- 
let for MBS, NBC Blue and the key 
station for the Oklahoma Network. 
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Radio Originator 
ONE MAN SHOW | : 
TWO VOICE SAM AND HENRY 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES. 
RAIN NO MO’ VERSE CONTES 
VARIETY HOUR 
COMMUNITY SING 


Address: 4351 N. Paulina St.. Chicase 
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Inside Stufi—Radio wat Hw shoys BOWEN, Spot Pioneer, Sells Out His 








a7 e . 
| . 
WHN, New York, will co-broadcast the Old Gold show with WABC | Hollywood, Aug. 30. | Lone Remaining WIBX Utica 
when that series starts on CBS Nov. 20. This will give WHN two cig! Four bands were set last week by | ’ 

programs broadcast locally by networks, Other is Lucky Strike’s Kay | Music Corp. of America on fall radio | oe eeree = 

Kyser session (NBC), which clears Wednesday nights at the same time | shows. Lud Gluskin Al | 


returns to 
over the red key WEAF. Jolson’s Lifebuoy program; Skinnay| Scott Howe Bowen, one-time|tion of the station. Willson was on 








Last season WHN had the Packard and the Maxwell House Coffee shows | Ennis lords it over the music section dominant figure in the station rep-|Gough’s sales staff at Hearst, and 
on a like basis. Lord & Thomas, agency on the Lucky account, explained | on Bob Hope’s new Pepsodent entry, epi field. has sold WIBX. | Prier te that he was New York man- 
that it added WHN because it had heard that reception of the program | and Ben Bernie will have his crew niepey ing oe, See ee es ” “*tager of John Blair & Co. 
via WEAF was not so forte in certain parts of Manhattan, Brooklyn and on the Half-and-Half broadcast. Utica, his sole station holding, to a WIBX is on 1,200 k.c. and operates 
New Jersey. | Carl Hoff is due here Sept. 1 for) partnership consisting of J. Curtis|at 250 watts days and 100 watts 

— the Al Pearce Grape Nuts tee off. Wiilson and Emile J. Gough, for- | nights It is affiliated with Colum- 

KSL, 50,000-watt Columbia affiliate in Salt Lake City, Saturday (27) | —_— merly operating v. p. of Hearst Ra- | bia. 
basked in ether spotlight for 1ts comprehensive coverage of the Captain For the fourth year in succession,} dio, Inc. Pending approval of the 
George E. T. Eyston auto speed race, in which the Englishman established | Carter’s Little Liver Pills renewed! deal by the Federal Communicatio: Kenneth Johnson, rmerly of 
a new world’s speed mark of 345.49 m p.h. Station employed facilities Sunday afternoon time on Radio | Commission Willson will associate | WSAY. Rochester, ha ecome ales 
of its portable transmitter, KNEF, 250-watter at Bonneville Salt Flats. site | Normandy. himself with Bowen in the opera-| manager of WOKO, All 
of the race against time. Three gabbers, Wally Sandack, Richard Evans 





and Glenn Shaw, described the race from various spots. Stint ran for an 


hour over CBS network. 
Harry Kerr, J. Walter Thompson's head radio p.a. in the east. left las UW, CL, 
Thursday (25) for his annual round of newspaper contacting in behalf of 
the Lux Radio Theatre. For the first time he won't visit Detroit, due to 
the shutdown on radio chatter recently imposed by all the local dailies. 


~ 


Kerr expects to be back in New York Sept. 12. 
His tour will cover all key points in the east and midwest and take him 


as far west as Minneapolis. 

Robot gain-rider was installed by WFIL, Philly, last week. Chief en- 
gineer Frank V. Becker, after preliminary survey, estimated 38% increase 
in signal at some outlying points. Limiting amplifier is also acting to 
eliminate overmodulation and distortion, he said. Auxiliary transmitter 


was also completed at the outlet last week. So designed that switch on 


the engineer’s control desk shifts station from one transmitter to the other 
with no less of air time. 
Though it has already moved into its new quarters on 46th street, be- | 


tween Sixth and Seventh avenues, WEVD, N. Y., won't hold its dedicatory 
exercises until the middle of October, when it expects to get an okay on 
the purchase of WFAB, Brooklyn, from the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. N. Y. Daily Forward, Yiddish daily, put up the $85,000 for the 
WFAB buy, and the $100,000 necessary to equip, furnish and decorate the | 
new studios. 












For the first time in nine years of broadcasting, the character of Mrs. 
Bloom in the Goldbergs’ family serial on WEAF-NBC will speak on to- 
morrow’s (Thurs.) airing. Part will be taken by one of the other actors 


on the program. Character is the neighbor to whom Mrs. Goldberg, played 
by Gertrude Berg, always calls across the court, but does a monologue 
on the conversation. 


Annual Gold Cup regatta in Detroit Sept. 3-5 will be aired over WWJ 
and W8XW4J and piped late in the afternoon Labor Day to NBC Red. 

Four WWJ spielers, Bill Mishler, Bob Stanton, Franklyn Ferguson and 
Bob Tillmanns, will describe big race from four different vantage points. | 
Also will be contact with two rescue boats at either end of the course. 





Poll of Italian retail food stores made by General Mills in New York, 
in connection with its Wheaties show on WOYV, disclosed that one out of 
every two stores visited had a radio in it. | 


DOUBLEHEADERS CRIMP |Wrheatena on 11 Mut 
ST ATIONS’ SCHEDULES Stations Via WF IL, Philly 








Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 
New show for Wheatena, skedded 






23 
STATIONS 





Philadelphia, Aug. 30. to start Sept. 16, will originate in 

Six double-heeders in a row/| Philly and be pumped by WFIL to 
played by the Athletics last week—|11 stations on the Mutual web. 
unprecedented in local baseball | Quarter-hour stint will employ Fred 


































































history—threw stations which air the | Bush, vet performer who originated For Complete Coverage of 
games way off schedules. They are: bar — <a his son and HA Th p T M lk 
WFIL and WIP, Philly; WHP, inkle Toy Band. 
Harrisburg; WEEU, needing: WSAN,| Although the program will be : e Frosperous texas Market 
Allentown; WEST, Easton; WDEL, | aired in different parts of the coun- 4 k 
Wilmington; WGAL, Lancaster;|try at different times, WFIL will 4 
WORK, York, and WPG, Atlantic; Pump only once, outlets making ege e 
City. WIP pumps to the out-of-town | discs of it for later use. On September 15 the Texas State Net- 4 Affi | tation With 
outlets. work, with key stations in Dallas and : oo. VV 
All of the games started at 1:15 Fort Worth, will inaugurate service to 4 . 
p.m. Two of them ran past 6:30 and WGAR, CLEVE., STARTS . f ai 8 , eos Ey Mutual Broadcasting System 
one past 7. Required considerable 23 stations located in 22 major cities, ey | 
juggling of commercials and the CHI SALES CAMPAIGN furnishing 17 hours per day of live Bd * ee | 
cancelling of some, which will have A talent over Class A AT&T lines. This oe C J L - 4 
to ; ff : i a 
to be rebated. WFIL wes forced 0 Chicago, Aug. 30. new network makes possible, for the ass A mes 
Byrum Saam was the marathon| WGAR, Cleveland, has invaded first time, complete coverage of the ee 
gabber on the WIP hook-up, while | tle Chi market with an intensive rich and responsive Texas market. bad — Very Flexible Network 
Stan Lomax was on WFIL. selling campaign, marked by a High calibre programs produced in 4 ae 
ee — pesca gga oat es our Texas studios, augmented by the pea * | 
, vertisers last week. ’ , : a4 e 
Fair Sumunve assistant manager of WGAR, pre- best the nation affords through afhilia- ae Exce tional 
Providence, Aug. 30. | cided, tion with the Mutual Broadcasting be 
anne a . ae te + ecg Luncheon drew a strong turnout, System, will enhance the high degree 
roadcasting priv ; ' . : shee 
the Rhode Island State Fair, which we 40 mone Se ee of local preference already enjoyed by Production Facilities 
opens tomorrow (Wednesday) and | #n°, ©°°u —— the affiliated stations of the Texas 2 
continues to Labor Day. saemees State Network. ee) a | 
Daily stunts are planned. | For complete, effective and econom- je | ege ° | 
pramneinca | : , 5 eee 
-- WTIC, Hartford, Drops ical coverage of the prosperous Texas pos Affiliated Stations Le 
| ey « : market, use the Texas State Network bo «KPIZ ond KTAT, KCMC. Texerkene Fed 
’ ee Fort Worth KFRO, Longview t, 
| Yankee for Transradio ... the largest and most complete ae | WRR. Dalles KGKB, Tyler ° F.4 
- regional network in America! ip BE Pe ear ov Newnes Ee 
| Hartford, Aug. 30. | S ae ~ = "yet KTEM tenen eae 
New Transradio news setup for i KFYO Lubbock KNOW. Austin ae 
WTIC goes into effect Thursday (1), | WRITE, WIRE OR 'PHONE KBST Big Spring KRIC, Beaumont 
with four broadcasts skedded daily. | KGKL, San Angelo KLUF, Galveston, : 
Dropping Yankee News at the time, | FOR INFORMATION j i toga oe Corpus Christi 
ping < i | LT, Paris KRGV, Wedleco 
station will have if own news KRRV. Shermen-Denison Tag sae i 
bureau under the direction of srans- & r V, She Denis (Rio Grande Valley} 
radio, Temporary crew of.two will 
operate bureau until permanent local j 
taff appointments are Nn ade some- | 
me in Octobe! 
Station WTHT has taken up th 
Yankee New option, <4 igmentir f t N t k | 
ALL YOU eg od pachadie dora aig Texas State Network, inc. 
CENTRAL OHIO. |] ownca’vy the Mactiord "Times, AP ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT, Presiden 
member | ; NEAL BARRETT, Executive Vice-President 
Bob Steel wil handle a.m. news- 
Sohn Blair hip. casts for WTIC and Harry Clark the GENERAL OFFICES: 1119 West Lancaster, FORT WORTH .. Business Offices in New York, 
‘ ‘ta p.m. assignments. George Bowe ana ‘ T W , d WRR. Dallas 
- Bruce Kern will alternate the Sun- Detroit, Chicago a Key Stations: KFJZ or KTAT, Fort orth, an ; 
| day morning and evening shifts 
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en the 


Billy Mozet and his band started 
east for a series of one-nighters. 


Larry Clinten and Artie Shaw and 





their orchs are working their way 
westward for hotel and nitery en- 


vagements on the Coast. 





band 
one 


Gus Arnheim and his new 
being booked for a string of 
night stands in California. 


Loveland 


Archie and his. band, 
now in 18th month at Olympic hotel! 
Seattle, again signed up for comin 
eason and possible record for thi 
spot 

Glenn Miller, after Wildwood 
N. J., this week, one-nights it and 
may get the State ballroom, Bost 


1 Charlie Shribman this fall. St 
was Art Shaw’s jump-off spot 

John Scott Trotter and band signed 

re) Pasadena, Cal Community 
dances, Sept. 17 


Ben Pollock .and orch touring 


Texas, 


waxed 10 
Time Al- 


orch 


Old 


Wolfe’s 


vers for 


syron 
numt Decca’s 


bum. 





Bennie Mereff and his 
Madmen held over for an extra week 
t Topsy’s in L.A. 
and the Casa 
three 


Fair. 


Glen Gray 
band open Sept. 16 for 
at Los Angeles County 
Palomar, Los Angeles, 
make room for Kenny Baker. Ted 
Weems will succeed litter Sept. 21. 


weeks 
Exits 


Ted Weems goes into the Palomar, 
L.A., Sept. 20. 





Charles Strong’s 
Queens Terrace, 
Sept. 8 for 
Gaudette. 


crew 
Long Island nitery, 
indef run. Set by Gene | 


Penn Wayne and 13-piece combo 
opening Sept. 6 at the Cafe Loyale, 
N. Y., is an early bid for 
Fair biz. Wayne, formerly arranger 
for Don Bestor, makes his _ initial 
Gotham appearance. 

Herbie Kay and orch will play 
five night engagements in Wichita, 
Kansas, during Fall Harvest Festival, 
which opens Sept. 27. 

Jimmy Lunceford orch. goes into 
the Kit Kat Club, N. Y., for 10 weeks 
Oct. 20. Follows the Savoy Sultans, 





Bill Carlson’s orch, after a stay at | 


Chicago’s Trianon, scheduled for one- 


Musical | 


Loma | 


Sept. 13, to} 


into the | | 


| Cleveland, Sept. 19 to be succeeded | indefinitely at Bossard’s Mt. Pocono | 


next year’s | 


| pend theatre tour hits Stanley, Pitts- 


U beat burgh; Lyric, Indianapolis; River- 
side, Milwaukee, and Iwew’s State, 
'N. Y., starting Sept. 9. 





Mal Hallett and Claude Hopkins 


Milwaukee’s Modernistic 
play for Westchester Parkway Police 


Returns to Chicago 


niter at 
ballroom Sept. 4. 
late in October. 
Lefwitch’s orch, 
voealist, booked 


21, for R-O’K. 


with Kay i 
into Edge- 


Johnny 
Keever, 


at County Center, White Plains, Sept. | 


Kay Kyser into Earle, Philadelphia, 


wood Inn, East Greenbush, WV. Y. Sept. 16, and Stanley, Pittsburgh, 
——_— Sept. 23. Into Pennsylvania hotel, | 
Sammy Kaye, Xavier Cugat and N. Y., Oct. 4. 
Ozzie Nelson-Harriet Hilliard are be- —_— 
ing considered for the opening of the Mike Riley musics for Palisades 


winter policy at the Arcadia Inter- Park, Englewood, N. J., Sept. 10-11. 
national Restaurant, Philly ‘ ; 
Rudy Bundy plays American Le- 
Little Jack Little goes into Inter-' ,:,, dance Portsmouth. O.. Sept. 10 
t Casino, N. Y tomor! rw for CRA. 
(Thursday). with three shots a week 
Mi " . oe ee ae 
Three Sephisticates, strollers, 
‘ . mo preem at The Tavern, Steubenville, 
Teddy Hill into Surfside Beach 8 t 5 
P rv , Sep 
Club, Long Beach, L. 1, N. Y., Aug om 
25. Succeeded Don Redman 
7 — Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore begins a mida- 
Hal Kemp exits Astor hotel, N Y.,| west tour Sept l 
Sept. 7 to one-nite through south . 
Nat Brandwynne follows. Emil Velazco booked for Henry 
j — Grady hotel, Atlanta, Ga., in October. 
| Jene — returns to Piccadilly - 
hotel, N , Sept. 6. | Gray Gerdon’s first record series 


for Victor to be off presses Sept. 5. 


King’s Jesters open at Clover Club, 
Hollywood, Sept. 15 after ctosing at 
Sir Francis Drake hotel, San Fran- Leighten Noble 
|cisco. Joseph Sudy goes into Frisco hotel, Boston, Oct. 19 
| date for CRA. ~ 
Jan Garber plays Strand theatre, 


into Statler 


goes 


Wednesday, August 31, 


1938 
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(Week ending Aug. 27. 1938) 
Dat. Ma CG oo 0 a6 thaw es see tawees ee ee Robbins 
Music, Maestro, Please ..... Se ulnies twee sc dataess Berlin 
oo ee DB OE rr re acre er aee er ee Berlin 
When Mother Nature Sings Her Luilaby............ Santly-Joy 
pe gt RO ae ne er i ee ae ABC 
You Go to My Head Sed estas Kikai eee Rae oa wale ees Remick 
I’m Gonna Lock My Heart ats .. Shapiro 
*I've Got a Pocketful of Dreams..... .Santly-Joy 
*Says My Heart ea . Famous 
Little Lady Make Believe .Olman 
Cathedral in the Pines Berlin 
What Goes on Here in My Heart. Paramount 
There’s a Faraway Look in Your Eyes . Tenney 
I Let a Song Go Out of My Heart Mills 
*Small Fry Famou 
Indicates filmusical song Indicates stage production song 
The others are pops. 
+ 2 
Inside Stuif —Music 
Controversy over the zhts to the title, ‘Why Doesn’t Somebody Tel] 
Me These Things”’, has been settled, with Bregman, Vocco & Conn agree- 


ing to let Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. use it exclusively. Latter firm claimed 


that it registered the title first with the Music Publishers’ Protective Assn., 
land threatened to bring a restraining action against B-V-C if it went 
through with its intention to put out its own version of the Fred llen 
slogan 

B-V-C’s song was written by Walter Donaldson, while the S-B tune was 


co-authored by Jimmy Eaton and Terry Shand. 


Hearing of the plagiarism suit brought by Murray B. Tannenbaum 
| against Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., on the tune, ‘So. Many Memories,’ js 
slated to be held in the Federal Court, N. Y., Sept. 20. Tannenbaum 
charges that the latter number had much In common with a song, ‘Mem- 


} 


Paul Sabin remains at Syracuse/|N. Y., Sept. 23. Horace Heidt ditto 
hotel, Syracuse, N. Y., until mid- | Oct. 14 for week’s session 
| October on renewal. 
pice Erskine Hawkins slated for some 
Chick Webb gets honors for ‘far- | new discs for Bluebird 
thest ahead’ booking on date for | icioaaes 
Essex Country Club, West Orange,/ pon Roland and band replace | 
N. J., Dec. 27. Eugene Jelesnik’s outfit in Hotel} 
peers Utah Empire room, Salt Lake City, 
Tony Martin plays Stanley, Pitts. | _— ere che ae > ee 
Sept. 7. Jelesnik heads east for fall 
burgh, Pa., week ef Sept. 2 and Pal- | dates. 


Milwaukee, Sept. 9. 


Claude Hoagland into Statler hotel, 


; ace, 


Bernie Whitman’s orch. continues} 





| by Dick Barrie for MCA on Sept. 19. ‘i at the Forks, Mt. Pocono, Pa. 








Paul Kain opens ot Rainbow Grill,| Tommy Cullen’s Swingsters will 
N. Y., Sept. 16. | remain at Glenwood hotel, Delaware 
| Water Gap, Pa., until resort closes 


Orrin Tucker orch closes at the | in the fall. 
Edgewater Beach, Chicago, Sept. 8, | 
and one-nite tours to the Coast, | 





Eddie Camden booked for Lantz’s 











| 


| 


ories of You,’ which he 
‘So Many Memories.’ 


submitted some time before the publication of 


Wreckage left in the wake of an automobile driven by Ben Cutler, or- 
chestra leader at the Rainbow Room, N. Y., was the subject of a clash 
between Park Commissioner Moses and Magistrate Michael A. Ford last 
week when Cutler was brought before the court to answer charges of 
dangerous driving. Car wound up in the East river after ripping through 
an iron park railing, two trees and a couple of concrete benches. Cutler 
claimed he fell asleep at the wheel. 

Park Dept. billed Cutler for $241 to repair the damage and Commissione 
| Moses dropped Magistrate Ford a note saying that he would be notified if 
the bill had been paid and if not the Dept. expected the magistrate to see 
that justice took its course. Magistrate disqualified himself from hearing 
evidence on the case and berated Commissioner Moses for suggesting he 


| use the dangerous driving charge as a threat to force restitution to the city. 


| committed to that publisher, 


| 


where it opens at the Mark Hopkins | Merry-Go-Round, Dayton, O., start- | 
hotel, Frisco, Nov. 1. | ing Sept. 8. 
} ————____— 

Rhythm Boys and Eddy Brandt set | Little Jack Little’s crew set for 
for Neil House, Columbus, O., Sept. | International Casino, N. Y., for three | 

5 weeks starting Sept. 1. 

Will Osborne follows Larry Clinton Dave Burnside booked for Ainsley 
into Glen Island Casino, Larchmont, hotel, Atlanta, Ga. for two weeks 
|N. Y., Jan, 1, ’39, via Rockwell-/| starting Sept. 12. 
| O'Keete. 

Savoy Sultans go into the Kit Kat, 





| Freddy Fischer’s Schnickelfritz| N. Y., after Labor Day. 











CO Smash Score ty WARREN, DUBIN and MERCER 
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FROM 


WARNER BROS. 


ARDEN | 


a ele)\s 


PATOBRIEN -JOHNPAYNE ,2 
MARGARET LINDSAY 
JoevenuT! ./ JIMMIE FIDLER 


ba 


Directed by Busby Berkelew 


GARDEN OF THE MOON 


LOVE IS 


WHERE YOU FIND IT 


THE GIRL FRIEND ::. "WHIRLING DERVISH 


x 
THE LADY 


HARMS, Inc 


CONFIDENTIALLY 


fo, ae 
y 


> 


ON THE TWO CENT STAMP 


¢ 1250 SIXTH AVENUE « NEW YORK CITY ¢ MACK GOLDMAN, Prot Mgr 





| (27) afternoon. 





was 
} 
| mally ends 


Arthur Schwartz, whose ‘Virginia’ score was published by Robbins, is 
whereas Dorothy Fields, his collaborator on 
a new Dwight Deere Wiman musical, favors Max Dreyfus (Chappell). 
Wiman’s current ‘I Married An Angel’ is also published by Robbins, but 
that’s due to a previous commitment for the film rights to Metro. Latter 
firm, of course, controls Robbins 


Incidentally a commentary on how production music sells—or doesn’t— 


may be seen from the title song of ‘Angel’ going 40,000 copies, and ‘Spring 
Is Here,’ ballad excerpt, only 10,000 copies. 

Mills Music has been notified by attorneys of Douglas Corrigan that 
they no likee his photo on front cover of ‘Gone Again Corrigan.’ Tune 


was recently published by Exclusive, Mills subsid. 

Mills bought a picture of flyer from International News and planted it 
on sheet. Lawyers want it removed—or else, but take no objection to 
song title. Just state that they are not commercializing on name, or pic- 
tures, of pilot. 








Howard Woods oka Tybee ‘Beach, 
Savannah, Ga., to play Raleigh, 
N. C., Auto Show, Sept. 6-8. Then 


AFM Gets ‘Music Box’ 
Title Dispute Between alll eg ap Red Yacht Club, 
Messner, Hamilton Orks - 














Argument over priority on the title 
‘Music Box’ orchestra between John- | 
ney Messner’s band, playing at the 


McAlpin hotel, New York, and the f T E 
George Hamilton band, at William O 
Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, has been * 


brought to the attention of Fred W. | 
Birnbach, national secretary of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
in Newark. Hamilton preferred | 
charges against Messner, claiming he 
introduced ‘Music Box Music’ in Chi- | 
cago early in 1937, employing an im- | 
ported music box. He is seeking to 
halt Messner from using his music 
box. 

Mesner has made formal reply, de- 
nying any violation. He contends in 
his answer that the use of a music 
box as an instrument does not belong 
to anyone exclusively, any more than | 
a piano or saxophone. Cited that 
music box effects in dance arrange- 
ments have been known since the in- 
ception of dance music. Stock ar- 
rangements of a decade ago incorpo- 
rated such effects, he claims. 
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The Dance 
the Astor Hotel, 


ABC MUSIC CORP. 


Introduced at 
New Yo? 





Back to fheach 





Al Donahue orch returns to Man- 799 Seventh Avenue, New York 
hattan Beach, N. Y., Sept. 17-18 for FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Mer 
| €@ post-season repeat. Marks the 
| first time’ a name outfit has been — 








OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 
FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 


JIMMY McHUGH'S 
I’m in the Mood for Love 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 





booked for a return once the curtain 
drawn on the season, which nor- 
Labor Day weekend. 
Beach will use obscure crews from 
then until cold weather folds every- 
thing. 
Donahue closed there Saturday 
Kay Kyser orchestra, 
currently on tap, exits Monday (5). 
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MUSIC-DANSAPATION 














King Ross, Arranger, Beats 


MPPA to Disc Licensing: 


de 


In face of the efforts of the me- 
chanical license bureau of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association to 
pring the distribution of non home- 
ysed records under control, several 
publishers, it was disclosed last 





} 


| 


week, have issued regular 2c royalty | 


licenses to an outfit turning out 


| makes 


discs created solely for dance mu-| 


sicians. The series are 
‘Acompo Records,’ while the enter- 
prise is the idea of King Ross, an 
arranger. 

Ross, in explaining his project to 


the MPPA, declared that it was his | 
intention to sell these recorded hot | 


arrangements of standard pop tunes 
to the leaders and members of small 
dance combinations. The 
stressing Ross’ method of weaving in 
the hot breaks, are to retail, he said, 
for 35c. The sample record that he 
submitted to the MPPA, with the 
view to having that organization 


clear whatever licenses he required | 


of its members, was based on the 
melody of ‘Japanese Sandman.’ 


MPPA Burn-Up 


MPPA executives expressed dis- 
appointment at the fact that Ross 
had already obtained some licenses 
which treated his specialized prod- 
uct the same as phonograph records 
made for home use. These execs 
felt that the publishers had inad- 
vertently obstructed the MPPA’s at- 
tempt to control the commercial use 
of phonograph records through en- 
forcement of the copyright owner’s 
exclusive right to making special 
arrangements of his work. If this 
exclusive right of arrangement is to 
be made the basis for collecting a 
special fee for records played in 
coin-operated machines, the same 
idea of special licensing must obtain 
for any disc not made for home use. 

Ross’ enterprise is regarded by 
MPPA execs as a substitution of 
recorded arrangements for printed 
arrangements and as opening a field 
which has broad possibilities, 
namely, making the small orchestra 
hep to the latest trend in swing 
mannerisms by the disc route. The 
sentiment in the MPPA is that, be- 
cause of the 
trend may have on 
printed arrangements, 


the 
the 


the usual 2c royalty fee. 
gestion is that these 
records be placed in the same fee 
Class as transcriptions; to wit, a 25c 


The sug- 


Toyalty for pop compositions and 
S0c for restricted production 
numbers. 





STRETCH 1-NITE 
TOUR THIS YR. 


One-nite dance field will be ex- 
tended into October this year, 
vance bookings around New York 
band offices indicate that flock of 
Promoters will spread the season out 
in an effort to catch up with panicky 
first half and only moderate second 
Portion, Season usually finales on 
Labor Day. 

September looms as a pretty big 
item on books of major bookers, with 
Music Corp. of America leading the 
field. It will have Guy Lombardo, 
Hal Kemp, Tommy Dorsey, Phil Har- 
Tis, George Hall, 
Tommy Tucker, Sammy Kaye and 
Dick Barrie floating through New 
England, Pennsy, New Jersey and 

ew York. Majority are moving in 
from summer locations to 
quarters around 


labelled | 


discs, | 


instructional | 


| ing 








untoward effect this | 
sale of | 
publish- | 
ing trade should not be content with | 





Ad- | 





Bunny Berigan, | 


winter | 
New York, hence | 


are in line for remaining one-niters. | 
Majority of bookers expect the | 


usual one-week slump following La- 
or Day weekend, when vacationists 
and weekenders are on the home- 
ward trek, 
Consolidated Radio 


R Artists and 
Ockwell-O’Keefe are also getting 


queries on  late-season bookings. 


Former lists Carl Moore, Mike Riley | 


Royalty for Sample Wax 





‘Alex’ Clicks Again 


‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ last 
week skyrocketed to hit proportions 
as a sheet-seller, 24 years after its 
original copyright in 1914. What 
the counter revival of 
tune particularly interesting is that 
its ranking on the best seller list is 
not far behind the lead song in Irv- 
Berlin’s score for 20th-Fox 
filmusical of the same name. 
It Can be Told’ is No. 3 on the sheet 
music best sellers and ‘Alexander’ 
No. 5. 

The revised stock arrangement of 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ is also 
selling in huge quantities. 

‘Alexander’ is not the first tune to 
have staged a similar sheet sales 
comeback. Some have sold more on| 
revival than when originally 
lished. These comebacks include ‘My 
Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Shine on, Harvest 
Moon,’ ‘Will You Remember?’, ‘Let 
Me Call You Sweetheart,’ ‘Rio Rita,’ 
‘Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life’ and ‘In- 
dian Love Call.’ 


PHILLY UNION 
BACKS DOWN 
ON REMOTES 


the 





Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 

Widespread opposition here from 
nitery owners as well as musicians 
themselvés may cause musicians 
local to back down from its proposal 
of last week to emulate other cities 
and charge full commercial fee for 
each man employed on a remote air- | 
ing fed to a net. Word that the) 
union was considering such a ruling 
was allowed to get around to night 
clubs and radio stations as a trial 
balloon. As a result of the im- 
mediate unfavorable reaction, A. A. 
Tomei, prez of the Local, indicated 
that the idea may be dropped. 

Union planned to demand $9 per 
man for each half-hour broadcast, 
full commercial rate. That would 
practically automatically mean the 
end of all remotes out of Philly. It 
would apply to local as well as 
traveling bands. Strictly local broad- 
casts would not be affected. 

Proposal drew a hot letter from 
Art Padula to Tomei. Operator of 
the Arcadia-International, which 
operates on a name-band policy 
throughout the winter, Padula would 
be principally affected by the ruling. 
Padula gets a good price on bands 
because he is able to guarantee two 
network periods nightly. He had 
already made commitments on this 
premise when informed of the new 
proposal by the musicians and was 
caught between the devil and the 
deep. 





ASCAP SETS FEE SKED 
FOR N. Y. WORLD’S FAIR 


New York district office of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 








‘Now | 


ART HICKMAN’S 1006 
ESTATE TO MOTHER 


San Francisco, Aug. 30. 

Estate of the late Art Hickman, 
amounting to more than $100,000, 
was turned over to his 83-year-old 
mother, Mrs. Lucinda Hickman, fol- 
lowing the signing of the final de- 
cree of distribution here last week. | 

Tunes written by Hickman more 
than a decade ago still yield royal- 
ties to the estate of Hickman, who 
was one of the pioneer jazz orches- 
tra leaders. 








| Chanette Sues Mills 


this | 


Music for $76,159 


On Contract Breach 


Mills Music, Inc., has been named 
defendant in a breach of contract 
suit in N. Y. supreme court by Ed | 


| Chanette, composer and arranger, it 


| Rehearsal Band.’ 


ia total 
pub- | 





thors & Publishers has drawn up a 
preliminary set of fees for the New 


York World's Fair, but there will be | 


no move to talk to the fair authori- 


ities about performing licenses until 


November. Scale will be based on 
seasonal operations, the type of con- 
cession, seating capacity and whether 
entertainment is included. 

ASCAP divisional office, headed by 
Fred Erdmann, is figuring on work- 
ing through the World’s Fair Corp.., 
leaving it to that organization to fur- 


lnish the Society with information 
about the exposition’s gene ral music 
policy and the music plans of the 


amd Johnny Hamp as joining the | 


s on oer 
Stay-overs. R-O'K is not yet set on 
such bookings. 





Editions 
Publisher, 


Paul 
has 


Beuscher, French 
sold the American 


and Great Britain rights of ‘In the 
Tms of a Sailor’ to Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co, 


various concessions and exhibit 


New N. Y. Hotel Nibbling 


Latest of New York inns going for 
bands is the new Hampshire House, 
on Central Park South. 

Not known yet just 
will be, but it’s possible that 
sort of floor show may aJso go in. 


was learned Saturday (27) when 
Justice Lloyd Church signed an or- 
der directing Jack Mills, president, 
to appear for examination before 
trial Sept. 6. Chanette is suing for 
of $76,150 split up in five 
causes of action in his complaint. 

Plaintiff claims that last Septem- | 
ber the Mills outfit, through Jack 
Mills, entered an agreement to pub- 
lish and mechanize his compositions, 
which were to be put in book form 
under the title ‘Music “estival Book’ 
for immediate release. He was to 
receive two cents royalty on each 
copy and 331/3% of the mechanical 
rights. Mills, he claims, failed to 
carry out the agreement and the 
book was never published. Chanette 
figures the breach was worth $24,000 
and sues for this sum on that one 
item. He makes similar demands 
for the music house’s failure to go 
through with other agreements, in- 
volving a book of compositions titled 
‘Educational Series Book No. Il 
and another called ‘Selectional 
Solos.’ These were to have been re- 
leased last January. 

Chanette says Mills ran out on a 
promise to publish a series of com- 
positions and band arrangements 
which were to be called ‘Town Cleff 
He wants Mills to 
pay him $750 for this. As a sep- 
arate request, Chanette wants the 
music firm to pay him $3,400 for the | 
trouble he was put to as a result of 
the contract. 

Mills has denied the claims, or that | 
any definite contract or agreement 
was ever made with Chanette. 


Hall’s New Band 


George Hall, currently on tour for 
Music Corp. of America, will preem 
a new band in the fall. 

Has a scout already rehearsing 
some new members and hunting up 
more, 











BATTLE OF SWING 
Teddy Hill-Edgar Hayes ivegro 
swing battle combo will get under 
way Sept. 1. Travels in one bus. 
Bands were teamed by Music Corp. 
of America and played one break-in 
date in New Jersey, but especially 
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S-B Suit Vs. Famous on ‘Come 
Josephine Song Will Provide 


Important Test Case for Music 





Heat’s Off 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Air-conditioned music makes 
its debut in Paramount's ‘If I 
Were King.’ 

Sound 
that a 55-degree constant rela- 
tive humidity is best for record- 
Humidity control machine 
been set up on the stage 


engineers discovered 


ing, 


has 








designed for colored dances and the- 
atres in the south. 


where the scoring is being aone. 


NON-NET PLUG 








| | 
PUZZLES PUBS; =: 
| 9 | since it was written in 1910 under an 


ASCAP TIP? 


Number of indie publishers 


puzzled by the heavy plug play that 


are 


several of the major firms have been | 


giving the non-NBC and Columbia 
stations in New York during the past 
two weeks. They are wondering 
whether this scramble is due to a 
tip-off that the bookkeeping depart- 
ment of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers is 
using the plug compilations on these 


| outlets as part of the basis for de- 
| termining performance credits in the 


next royalty payoff. If there’s been 


a tipoff, these indie pubs think that | 


the practice is unethical and should 
be investigated by the members of 
the ASCAP board. , 

The stations referred to are WOR, 
WMCA, WHN and WNEW. As a 
rule, the daily recaps of plugs on 
these outlets figure between one and 
three. During the past two weeks, 
the nightly checks on the same s‘:- 
tions have shown many tabulations 


| of 4’s, 5’s and 6’s. 


The puzzled publishers doubt 
whether the sudden surge of plug 
activities on the four indie stations 
can be attributed to just a co- 
incidence. 





Shaw’s Det. Repeat 


Artie Shaw is booked for a return 
date at the Eastwood Gardens, De- 
troit, in less than a month, Will 
close spot for summer, 

Marks first time that a band has 
played a repeat at Gardens spot dur- 
ing the same season. Shaw goes in 
Sept. 8-11. He exited last Aug. 18 
after playing six days. 





Eddie Cherkose and Walter Kent 
wrote ‘The Farmer’s Not in the Dell’ 
for Republic’s ‘Down in Arkansas.’ 





Camden Union Head Asks Gov't 
Probe of WPA Music Administration 





Camden, N. J., Aug. 30. 
That Joseph Fuhrman, local WPA 
musie project chief, is using the 
power of his position for personal 
aggrandizement and is practicing | 
discrimination against unionized mu- | 
sicians, is the subject of a formal | 
charge made here last week by A. | 
Rex Riccardi, president of Local 77, | 

American Federation of Musicians. 
To the Federal Bureau of WPA| 





| Investigations, the union official for- 


warded this statement: ‘I wish to 
register the following complaint 
against Joseph Fuhrman, who is now 
employed as district music super- 
visor of the Camden music project 

‘Fuhrman operates a private book- 


ing agency for private jobs out of 
his WPA office, and notifies the mu- 
sicians he hires for these Jobs by 


WPA envelopes, which are franked 


and no postage is used This infor- 
mation can be verified by John 
Steidler and many other employes 
of the project whose names can bé 
furnished by me. 

‘Complaint is also made th he 
coerces WPA employes on the music 


project to attend a private music 


school. Full information concerning 
this complaint can be secured from 
the above sources. A further com- 
plaint is that J. Fuhrman, in making 
up schedules for the project workers, 
includes among such schedules en- 
gagements which we regard as com- 
peting with the regular musicians 
and therefore not within the intend- 
ed scope of the WPA project. 

‘These complaints have been 
brought to the attention of Dr. Soko- 
loff, head of the Federal Music Proj- 


ect, who in turn referred the matter 
to Rocke, director of the Federal 
Music Project for New Jersey; how- 


ever, we have little confidence that 
any constructive adjustment will be 


made by Rocke and prefer that the 
matter be handled in Washington.’ 
With respect to Fuhrman’s ‘hiring 


and firing’ activities, Riccardi is re- 
ported to have said, when auestioned 


regarding Fuhrman’'s denia] of the 


charges, ‘Fuhrman has full authority 
to make assignments on music pro}j- 

ects if they conform with WPA re 

quirements. We contend that he ha 

discriminated 9 against Ou inion 
me after time.’ 


> 7 _ _~-—— 


into 

f major impcrtance for 
publishing industry is the 
ment that 
Bernstein & Co. filed 


SI 
ter lay Tue 


What is expected to develop 
a test case 
the music 
plea for 
S 


a declaratory judg 
lapiro yes- 
day) with the federal 
Mew York. Suit rev 
right of Famous 
CK rp. to consur 


-Ourt in Ives 


around the Musie 
nmate the copyright 


] + 


renewal contract it has entered 
with Alfred Bryan and Fred 
(ne Albert Breitenbach) on the song, 
in My Flying Ma- 
Shapiro-Bernstein wants the 
three parties, each a re- 
strained from claim 
whatever to renewal 


rights. 


into 


Fisher 


‘Come Josephine 
chine.’ 
defendant, 
making any 
the tune’s 





Shapiro contends that it has the 


right to renew the number, 
When 
became due, both 
Shapiro-Bernstein and Famous filed 
with the Register of 
Washington, Former 
firm seeks to have the 
| registration obtained by Famous de- 
| clared void. By calling for a de- 
claratory judgment, S-B will be able 
to get a hearing of the issue in three 
or four months, 


employment agreement. 
right to renew 


the 


applications 
Copyrights in 
publishing 


S-B’s Argument 

Argument advanced by Shapiro- 
| Bernstein is that since the publica- 
tion of ‘Josephine’ fell within the pe- 
riod of an employment contract, no 
one but itself is entitled under the 
law to file for the renewal. Bryan 
and Fisher hold that the number was 
| written and exploited some time be- 
fore this employment avreement 
became effective, and say that they 
will cite as one of their witnesses 
a singing waiter who did the num- 
| ber in a Coney Island beer cabaret 
| 30 years ago. 

Among those considerably inter- 
| ested in the outcome of the ‘Jose- 
| phine’ case is the Warner Bros. pub- 
lishing group. Latter has been con- 
templating bringing suit against Fa- 
mous in connection with the renewal 
| of ‘Chainatown, My Chinatown.’ Fa- 
|! mous got its assignment from Jean 
| Schwartz. WB contends that the 
number was written and published 
while Schwartz and the late Billy 
Jerome, the song’s co-author, were 
under an employment contract to 
Remick, which is now part of the 
WB combine. 


DEFER WRITERS 
PACT CONFABS 


Representatives of the music pub- 
lishers and the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Association have deferred try- 
ing to arrive at a compromise of 
their differences over a proposed re- 
vision of the standard writers’ con- 
tract until after Labor Day. Con- 
ferences on the document were re- 
cently revived after the issue was 
taken to the courts by the SPA, and 
there became involved in a decisional 
Stalemate. 

Publisher conferees feel confident 
i that the tangle can be straightened 
|} out without litigation. The discus- 
sions were based on the original set- 
tlement agreement which the SPA 
rejected last winter, with the hud- 
dlers going over each provision to 
find out what the other side holds 
objectionable and where such objec- 
tions can be placated. 








Bestor Appeals 


Application has been made by Don 
Bestor to the Appellate Division of 
the N. Y. Supreme Court for a 
temporary Injunction restraining 
Consolidated Radio Artist from 
booking hi: Papers filed Aug. 24 
appeal the July 30 dec n of Juse 
tice Timoths J. Le et r ne 
junction and Lf ec te 
trial. 

When court handed down de n, 
CRA agreed to diate trial. 
Best they « tried to duck 
trial h ¢ f and again ree 
quested } I iction, A referee 

d jiast week, after which 
Be filed } appeal in brief 
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“My Lucky Star” 


Gordon and Revel’s Song Sensation! POPULAR DEMAND 





MEET THE BEAT OF MY HEART 
ciate inde Andy Hardy" BRINGS BACK .__. [ : 
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Gordon and Revel's Terrific Success! 
WHERE IN THE WORLD - — be 
From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Josette” | ; A 
A Fresh Idea in Musical Novelties Mi / £ : 

ON THE BUMPY ROAD TO LOVE WIT. : . _ 2 


Al Lewis and Murray Mencher 


By Al Hoffman, 





Introducing Two New Hits! 
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Chicago Agent Group Pushes Fight 
Against Booking Evils; Asks AFA Aid 





ee + 
Chicago, Aug. 30. | Motorcyclist’s Death 
Minimum wage agreements fight 


against unlicensed agents, and legis- 


lation to correct exist statutes 1 


ing 


being considered by Entertainment 
Managers Assn. of Chi. New group 
meeting at weekly luncheons is now 


putting on an intensive membership 
drive to which dll Chi agents will be 
invited to join. 

As soon 
to warrant concerted action. commit- 
EMA wants 


as is large enough 


group 


tees will be appointed. 


the State of Illinois to distinguish 
between private and theatrical em- 
ployment agencies. Under existing | 


regulations an agent operating under 
an Illinois license is liable for any 
salaries due an act. Under civil law 
they are considered strictly as repre- 
sentatives. Bookers’ liability not 
included in agent claims. 

Other major business concerns 
minimum wage agreements, primari- 
ly in the club and cafe field. EMA 
plans confab with AFA, wanting to 
work with Actors’ union. 

To date, New York License Com- 
missioner Paul Moss claims to have 
licensed 160 bookers and agents since 
his drive started in May. Figure 
compares favorably with 83 who had 


is 


licenses in February, 1934. He also 
clams to have application of 25 
more, which will be cleared within 


10 days, after usual routines of 
finger prints, etc. In all, Moss hopes 
to have about 300 by Sept. 15 when 


he says his drive will end. Those 
still outside at that time to be 
pinched. 

Names of agents and _ bookers| 


around New York were printed in 
VarieTY Feb. 2, 1934. 


of present lineup, stating that he will | 
do so when the agent- -sweeping has| 


In this he hopes to | 


been completed. 
be aided by the American Federation 
of Actors’ drive to franchise agents. 
With AFA’s list of franchised agents 


handy, Moss sees spedier method | 
of contacting prospective licensed | 
agents. 





B'WAY RHUMBA SPOTS 
TO BE UP THIS SEASON 


Broadway will be knee-deep 
daiquiri joints this season. Frank 
Martin, from Fl Toreador in Span- 
ish Harlem. moves downtown to re- 
open the Yumuri, original 
after a short-lived career 
Bongo, 

Former Harlem Uproar House be- 
Comes the Cubanola, a $1l-a-throw 
Spot. Havana-Madrid continues as is. 
Also La Conga, which now has Con- 
nie Immerman co-partner with his | 
Son-in-law, Bobby Martyn. They 
bought out Miguel Roldan and Oscar 


oche, who'll open an eastside Cuban 
Spot, 


Street Heid in $15,000 
Bail on Philly Gambling 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 
Benny Street, operator of the 1214 
eta A here, was held in $15,000 
ast Thursday (25) after being 
— by the special October 
iiaeacs Jury investigating vice. 
th eets bail was highest of any of 
€ indicted 136 who have 
dered to d: ate. 
Grand Jury charged Street. 
Tight name is Stretsky, with 
ative in two gambling houses. 
sa no mention of his club. 

a Was taken from the 
ane which now for 
grr naa It will probably not re- 
Blake. ps reported here, as Jimmy 
he ormer chirper at the spot, is 
_-0 under indictment, and the li- 
md IS in his name. Blake is now 
Ing at Jack Lynch's Walton 
Roof here. 





in 


its 


as 





whose 


There 
Ww hose 
site’s 


1S closed 


However, | 
Moss would not divulge the names | 


tag, | 
E] | 


surren- | 
being | 


ad- | 


Cancels Jubilesta Act 
Kansas City Au 
Management recei 
t week of the cancell 
Cimse and Co, 


the 


ias ation of tne 


whicn 


+ 
Mm Was 


Jubile 


act O ap- 
in ta Sept. 19 


20. 


pear town’s 
and 

Lucia Dunkel 
cycle performer 
killed whil 


23-year-old 


ol 


the troupe, was 
e the act was in Casper, 


Wyo., recently. Wore received here 
is that the act is off the boards and 
the five members of the troupe are 


returning to Ei 


rope. 


TOOTERS ROW IN 
- MONTREAL ON 
PAY SLASH 


Consolidated Theatres Corp. 
run 


has 
into difficulties with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, Local 
406, about the reopening of Loew’s 
theatre here this fall. Musicians last 
year had an agreement whereby 12 
men were employed at a weekly 
salary of $43 for 
| weekly. Consolidated is now offer- 
| ing to employ eight men at a weekly 
| rate of $33, which the union won't 
| Loew’s was formerly oper- 
from Toronte 
| Theatre Corp., 





accept. 
| ated 


Players Canadian chain. 
Consolidated Theatres, 
Arthur Hirsch, has a 
a in Montreal 
Canadian and Loew’s_ has 
turned over for operation 
| Hirsch’s supervision. 
If the usual combination of stage 
| and picture shows is to be retained 
| for Loew’s this year, Consolidated 
| will be obliged to use musicians. 
'House has been dark all summer 
with .2 musicians and leader, Eddie 


Sanborn, drawing salary while not 
working 


Buddy Clark to Tour 
With Cknton’s Orch 


Buddy Clark wi 


headed by 
pooling ar- 
with 


been 
under 








ll most likely tour 


by Mansfield poo ee ae 
; ayi as 
part of the Famous | oe See 


| 


| 
j 
} 
H 


motor- | 


23 performances | 


CIRCUIT VAUDE 


+ 


OP HESITANT 


DN TAGE PL 


Upward Trend of Picture 
Grosses Stymies Need of 
Live Attractions as B.O. 
Hypo—Rising Labor Costs 
Also Figure Importantly 


SAME TIME AS 


Major circuit vaudeville, 
as it pertains to RKO, is on a 
far plans for the fall are 
cerned. Definitely stage-show min 
a month ago, when picture product 
and theatre grosses were par- | 
icularly low the operators now 
appear hesitant plunge into live 
entertainment grosses take the 
usual seasonal upswing. 

Two important factors will decide | 


especially 
fence 
e) 


as 


con- 
ded 
at a 
ebb, 

to 


as 


| within the next two or three weeks | 


vaude’s future in the coming year. | 
One, naturally will be picture qual- 
ity. Several new picture releases 
thus far have tended to allay 
theatre operators’ fears for the com- 
ing season. Terrific success of these 
films naturally stymies, at least tem- 
porarily, the plans for stage shows 
as b.o. hypo. Some managers now 
hope they can still go on with strict- 
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$116 Fee Stands as 
For TMAT in Signing NY. Night Club 
Press Agents: ‘Multiple System’ Hit 





ly films in the former vaude spots. 
Factor No. 2, and of equal im- 


portance to the film question, con- | 


cerns Jabor. Costs for the latter are 
showing an upward trend in several 
towns. The outcome of current ne- 
gotiations with the unions, musicians 
and stagehands will have great bear- | 
ing on the amount of stage show | 
time available in the fall. 
Same Time as ’37 
Circuit vaude in the 1938-39 sea- 
son, however, will have at least as 
did a 
RKO, 
reopen 


one, will 
the 


for 
all 


ago. 


ly houses which 


| played stage shows last season. Towns 


F-P | 


concerned are Cleveland, Boston, 
Cincinnati, Columbus, Albany, Sche- 
nectady and Troy. 

Plans are neither completely 


|nor definite for Cleveland and Bos- 


ton, but the circuit expects to reopen 
vaude in both cities by Oct. 1. Same 
goes for the Shubert, Cincinnati, and 


| three upstate New York spots, full- 


weeker Albany and the Troy and 
Schenectady splits. Columbus, Ohio, 
will play spot-booked shows; Day- 
ton is already playing shows of this 
type. RKO’s Golden Gate, San Fran- 


| 


year | 
undoubted- | 





Andrews Sisters Set for 
N. Y. Par ing te ay Orch 


Andrew Sisters o repeat at ne 
Paramount, New York, in the fall 
Trio is set to work with Glen Gray 
Casa Loma orchestra, opening the 
first or second week in Octobe: 

Swingsters opened for a stanza at 
the Stanley, Pittsburgh, last week (26) 
following a vacash in Minnesota 
They go into the Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, this week. 


ROGERS VETOES 
HI CAFE DUE 
Q AIR CURB 


30. 


Chicago, Aug. 


Biggest Hurdle 


Lonsidaerabdle iC 


at the ! inizatior meet 
the Theatrical Manage! A 
and Treasurers union and the N 
York nite club press agents at last 
Thursday’ (25) meeting in New 
York. When Hal Olver, organizer 
for the union, first presented his 
cause, the p.a.’s were cordial, but 
after more details were aired the 
nitery publicists decided to adjourn 


until last 
ulling 


The re afr¢ 


night (30) for further 


I! 


about 25 to 30 ile¢ p.a 
which, in a city as large as New 
York, the pre agents feel isn’t 
enough to make much _ difference 
either way. Furthermore, if and 
when they joined TMAT, their vote 
as a unit would count as a single 
ballot. 

The biggest hurdle, however, is 
that $116 fee for joining. When 
Harry Sobol, who handles. 10 
niteries, wanted to know what that 
covered, Olver said it was $6 for 
initiation, $10 due, and $100 to a 
‘general fund.’ Sobol, who is the 
| brother of the N. Journal Amer- 
|ican’s columnist, Louis Sobol, made 
a crack about that being ‘ice’ and 
further couldn’t see a $100 assess- 


Buddy Rogers has refused to open 


at the College Inn, although contract 
was signatured, unless he is guaran- 
teed nitely broadcasts. Airings were 
cut out during Rogers’ last engage- 
ment at the Sherman hotel, when all 
|Chicago hotels agreed to discontinue | 
remotes rather than pay $100 service 


tap a week. 
Frankie Masters’ orchestra, which 
|was to have scrammed Sept. 15, will 


hold over. It’s unlikely any change 
will be made before Oct. 5 

Other class spots in town are also 
finding it difficult to get name or- 
chestras for the winter season. Ap- | 


| pears as if entire question of remote 


set | 


Cafe Musician Held 





| cisco, and the Palace, Chicago, are 
now playing vaude. In total, RKO 
will have at least eight weeks of 
stage time when the leaves begin 
to fall. RKO is now reported con- 
templating:a 5c. admish drop for the | 
Palace, N. Y., in its fight against 


with Larry Clinton’s orchestra when | 


he opens Sept. 8 at the Earle, Phila- 
delphia. Clark definitely set for 
a N. Y. Paramount date in October, 
| but may commence p.a.’ing sooner. 
This is due to Dick Todd, row 
vocalizing with Clinton at Glen | 
\Island Casino, N. Y., having other 
| radio commitments. Bea Wain, 
other songstress with the band, 


aS 


an- 


will 


|tour, however. 

Clinton is set for the Hotel Lin- 
coln, N. Y., this fall, but there’s a 
chance MCA, on a deal with Rock- 


ell O’Keefe, will shift him into the 


International Casino, N Y., although 
Ben Bernie seems set there now. 
However, the latter: $3,500 salary 
is the major financial hurdle, and 
ma: account for the switch-about 
It has yet to be orked out, how- 
ever. 


Forki inson 
orkins Sets Robin 
Chicago, Aug. 30. 
Mart Forkins, former Chicage 
vaude agent, is in from New York 
se iZ Bill Robinson vaude-unit 
our, 
Robinson opened the _ four-act 
1ude-unit in Davenport, Ia., Friday 
| (26). Paving for acts himself, he’s 
playing yaudfilm houses on a straight 
| percentage. 


vaude competish and in 
the bargain trade. 

Loew's is making no plans for ex- 

pansion of its stage time. Currently, 
(Continued on page 55) 


its try to bag 


broadcasts will be reopened. 





In $2,400 N. 0. Theft 


New Orleans, Aug. 30. 
Arrested on suspicion of being a 
fugitive from Detroit, Robert Pres- 
ton, 27, —— club musician, con- 
PSs a $2,400 rob- 


bery committed here in 1934, police 


'reported. He is said to have con-| 
fessed robbing Claire Lohr when she | 
and another girl visited his apart- 
ment. Preston disappeared shortly 
afterward. 

He returned to the city recently 
and began to work in various nigh 


!and booked him with grand larceny. 


clubs. Police arrested him on a tip 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Acts Play Rose's Casa at Cut Wages 
Due to Frequent Scouting of Nitery ;:° 


Billy Rose’s Casa Manana, in ful- 
filling vaude’s crying need for a 
Broadway show-case, is reaping 
commensurate returns in salary 
breaks Theatre-czbaret is getting 

any other house 


names cheaper tha) 
+ 


in the country because of its accessi- 
bility to the most important theatre 
and nitery bookers, plus the picture 
company scout 

W he Palace, when in two-a- 
lay vaude. got pped becaus¢ 
high salary den ] the Casa 
UV Ing ime iG Vnat co titutes 
peanut n omparison witn thelr 
egular stage salaries. No figures are 
available om Rose's office put S 
Known tiat Ted Lewi ‘ yrcnestfra, 
James Barton, Patricia Ell and Al 
Siegel. in the current show, whic! 
opened Sunday night (28), are work- 


for 


salary 


id 
fri 
they 


less than 


ly half ar 
mand 


that 


im other pot 
only play two 
has something to do 
the most important 


‘em tot 


light 

put 
factor in getting 
ary cuts is the 
Show-case p! 
rt Whee! wher. the 
the Casa Manana e 


Off hi howing in the 


take the sal- 
show-case 
emise we ith 
er aver 
immer 
‘abaret, Wh 
England. 
Dale ‘(Av 


gaged 


-eler sna a route in 
Joe Smith and Ch 
m Comedy Four) ws 
everal film shorts 
t at the Casa. 

doubling from tl! 


‘Tob 


arle 
rc ene 
for after 
peeing caugn 
ie Jeete 


cco R yad’ to the 


|ment to 


| tober 


J Cc 
| ample, 
| prentice 


‘general 
observed 
be fixed 


any 
Olver 
it may 
even $500. 

P.a.’s who 
Sobol, George D. Lottman, 
Reud, Ed Seay, Harry Davies, 
' Bernstein; Leonard MacBain, 
Diamond, Carl Erbe, Jay 
Dorothy Ross, Dorothy Kay, 
Spier, Ed Dukoff, Ed 
Russell, Jack Tierman 
Sussman. They have one to ten 
spots, some of them. Sobol and 
Lottman handle the most. 

From which stemmed the p.a.’s 
squawk on the ‘multiple system.’ 
Olver explained that with legit 
shows, a general press head, like 
P. Greneker (Shuberts), for ex- 
had to employ a separate ap- 
p.a. per show. Similary, 
for every joint a nitery Boswell han- 
dled, he would have to employ a 
special p.a. 

Olver stressed that minimum 
scales per nitery, wage scale for 
apprentice, etc., were strictly up to 
them, but that otherwise, he added, 
‘I can see that you people know 
nothing about unions.’ 

This came about when 
wanted to know what the 
constitution and bylaws were, 

(Continued on page 62) 


PHILLY CAFES CITED IN 
VIOLATION OF CURFEW 


Philade ohio. Aug 
Benny the Bum’s was cited yester- 


fund’ at join- 
that by Oc- 
at $300 and 


ing. 


attended included 
Bob 
Karl 
Jack 
Faggen, 
Sidney 
Wiener, Joe 
and Irving 


Sobol 
union 
since 


2 
0 


day by the Pennsylvania Liquor 
Control Board for selling liquor 
after hours. Hearing date to show 
cause why its license should not be 
revoked was set for Sept. 6 in 
Phi rey ‘Iphia. 
so named as violators of the 
aad ing hour provisions were Max 
3eaman’'s nitery, sometimes known 
as the Latimer Club; the Cocoanut 
Grove, now closed, and about 15 
other minor pot All will have 
hearings in the next few weeks, 
The Em a vy and Arc idiz Intere- 
national, at a hearing this morning, 
were given 15-day suypencied sen- 
tences on the ame charge As ale 
ternative, they were allowed to pay 
$10 a day for each day of the sen- 
tence, 


Sheila Barrett Booked 
For Cleve., Boston Cafes 


Sheila Barrett opens three weeks 
it the Mond Club, Cleveland, 
Sept. 8 then goes to the Mayf 
Club, B m 

She’ making her traight drae 

; debut veek in a tryout 
iJ es Ci 7-11,’ at Cohasset, 





5 hd 


SST 
et 


oS ae i ae 


Seniietidineetne nerd cada... Lee! 
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Bands, Vaude Booked to 





MARY RAYE 
ama NALDI 


LOEW'S STATE 
NEW YORK 





SARA ANN M°CAG 


Coloratura Swingstress 


ON THE OPENING BILL 


With BEN BERNIE 


STRAND, NEW YORK 





THE VETERAN PLAYBOY 


ART FRANK 


DOING HIS STUFF ON THE OPENING BILL 
AT THE STRAND, NEW YORK, with 
BEN BERNIE 








ON THE OPENING BILL AT 
STRAND, NEW YORK 


ITY BRUGE 


DANCING IN A FASHION ALL HER OWN 


‘ 
Turkey Day at Par, N. Y. 
Band and stage bookings have 

been set for the Paramount until 

Thnaksgiving Day, according to 

Robert M. Weitman, managing direc- 

tor for the Parameunt theatre, New 

York. ‘Spawn of the North (Par) | 

follows ‘Sing, You Sinners’ into the 

Par with Eddy Duchin’s band set to| 

come in after Phil Spitalny’s All-Girl | 

orchestra, current. 
Other bands include Larry Clinton, 

Mark Warnow. Glen Gray, Tommy 





Dorsey and Blue Barron. Added 
stage attractions will be Original 
Hollywood Stooges (Howard, Fine 


and Howard), Raymend Scott Quin- 
tet. Buddy Clark, Connie Boswell 


ind the Andrews Sisters 


New Coast Niteries 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 


Marcus Daly new dine- 
and-dancery in Beverly Hills as soon 
as the building is reconditioned. 

Casa Manana opens Sept. 14 in 
Culver City, on the site of the old 
Cotton Club. New nitery is operated 
by Mel Walters, formerly with the 
Century and Casanova clubs in Los 
Angeles. 


| © 15 YEARS AGO e | 


(From Variety and Clipper) 


opens a 





Equity decision gave Ann Penning- 
ton to John Murray Anderson. She 
|had a Ziegfeld contract, which was 
nullified. 


Audiences at ‘Artists and Models’ 
about 90°, stag. Rawness of the show 
helped pack the house. Girls bare to 
the waist at times. New then. 

—_—_— | 

Programs of Nance O’Neill’s ‘White | 
| Villa’ at Frisco failed to announce 
| that the curtain would drop momen- 
| tarily during the last act to indicate | 
a time lapse. Most of the audience | 
went home too soon. | 


| 
| 


| 
| 





Show at the Palace, N. Y., so long | 
| the last act was omitted Tuesday | 
inight, and still well past 11. May | 
| Wirth and her family one of the stop- | 
| pers, with Phil on the comedy end. 


| pesto 


| Hope Eden and Frescott, formerly 





LOUIS DaPRON 


HELD OVER, PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


“LOUIS DaPRON, a corking|“.’. . LOUIS DaPRON in tails, 


hoofer . « remarkably grace-|taps to an individual score. His 
ful youth ... plus pleasant | footology is deft, sure and ultra. 
kisser.” There’s a suggestion of the 
Draper in some of it, but it’s 

Walter Winchell, chiefly DaPron.” Abel. 
June 23, 1937. VARIETY issue August 24th, 1938. 


a mind-reading act, offered a sketch 
| at the Riverside built around the 
|former turn. Sketch held interest 
and bolstered the mind-reading por- 
tion. 

| Polly Moran at the Fifth Avenue, 
|N. Y. Used a short film to empha- 
] size her picture work, but got over 





on her own clowning rather than her 
reputation. 





American Roof, N. Y., was devel- 
oping a tougher audience than the 
Colonial gallery in its most blatant 
days. Nothing seemed to be done 
about it, though it hurt the show. 








CUNIGE HEALEY 


BALLET-TAPPING IN SWING 
WEEK SEPTEMBER IST 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 





BOB BROMLEY 


“PUPPET PERSONALITIES” 
JUST COMPLETED SIX WEEKS 


RAINBOW ROOM, NEW YORK 
Now playing STATE, NEW YORK 


Opening FOX, PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 2nd, and 
TROCADERO, LONDON, Sept. 19th 





Fritzi Ridgway, picture actress, 
| making her first personal appearance 
_at the Palace, Chi. Had a good idea, | 
| but not so well done. Same scene | 
|was played straight tempo, in slow | 
motion and at top speed. 








Theatre Owners Distributing Corp. | 
given a big sendoff. To start in| 
October with 30 exchanges. Just an- | 

_other of those things. | 





Exhibitors cold to Paramount’s | 


| ducer chain. 
| 





Sam Goldwyn booked his ‘Potash 

& Perlmutter’ into the N. Y. Strand. | 

' Producer took 50% of the gross over 

$45,000. If staying a third week split 
was on over $20,000. 


tion of flash acts. Outside material 
' was scarce and producers shy. 


Immigration Dept. requiring bonds 


would be repatriated. 





tars of Yesterday, old timers act, 
| went bust. Vets could not agree as to 
‘who was the star. All felt entitled 








ENGAGEMENTS OF THE ABOVE ARTISTS CURRENTLY 
ON BROADWAY ARRANGED BY 
MILES JACK 


INGALLS and DAVIES 


MILTON BERGER, Associate 
1270 Sixth Avenue, New York City — Phone Circle 6-7590-7591 


APPEARING 


| to top spot. 


Legit stagehands in N. Y. talked 
| strike on Labor Day unless their de- 





;mands were met before then. Vaude 
| situation looked better. 
| Jeanne Eagles’ salary in ‘Rain’ 











upped from $600 to $1,000 a week. 





She was earning it. 








| dose of susie-q and shag. 


guaranteeing that imported midgets 


Nitery Reviews 


— 
—— 





Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Massey & Miller, Texas Tommy, 
Wally Wanger’s Sextet, Helen 
Wainwright’s Olympic Diving Girls 
(4), 3 Playboys (Eddie Mills, Bob 
Starr & Roy Tracy), Carmen, Carol 
Paige, Ann O’Connor, Col. Jay C. 
Flippen; Lou Martin’s Orc, 





With co-boss Eddie Davis vaca- 
tioning, Leon Enken, the other half 
of tae management-ownership, has 


| 


| 
| 


assembled a_ strong variety team 
which, as a cafe floor entertain-| 
ment per se, is socko, But what is 
more noteworthy 1s the bargain 
value offered for the $1.50 table 
da’hote trade The food, of better 


than average nitery quality, is a cut 
from a former $2 and §$2.25 price, 
ind thus it behooves the bonifaces 
to do mass turnover, or else. Seem- 
ngly they’re achieving the biz, be- 
cause L&E have a big nut and must 


move plenty of table d’hotes and 
drinks to offset the basic cost. 

This 52d street institution, for it 
is that now, has been through the} 
same cycle that faced many an- 


other spot and forced some of them 
into 77b, or worse. L & E have 
dodged that through canny manage- 


Za. 

Col. Jay C. Flippen, on a_ sab- 
batical from his gonging on WHN’s 
amateur hour, m.c.s. expertly and 
tees off the eight-act bill with Mas- 
sey and Miller, youthful tapsters, 
who are a fresh touch right off the 
bat. Texas Tommy and his Wonder 
Horse, plus a No. 2 midget stallion, 
are recalled for an encore. As a floor 
show novelty act was as clicky a 
year ago in the class Rainbow Room 
as it is on 52nd street. Wally Wanger’s 
Sextet, femme troupe, break it up, 
but mean little else. Helen Wain- 
wright and her Olympic Diving 
Girls are holdovers with their tank 
novelty, performed in the back 
room of what was formerly known 
as Leon & Eddie’s’ Paris-in-the- 
Spring room, The permanent tank 
is properly spotlighted for 
former Olympic swimmer’s specialty 
with her assisting quartet. A flash 
and a novelty in a cafe. 

The Three Play Boys (New Acts) 
are quite Clayton, Jackson and 
Duranteish, and bespeak of promise. 
Carmen is a_ good-looking semi- 
coocher, and a nice interlude. Carol 
Paige, heralded as a Paramount 


starlet, is an overly energetic song- | 


stress (New Acts) but registers. 
Ann O’Connor does a comedy 
striptease and thence Col. Flippen, 


| problems. 


ment to public’s spending limita-| 
tions, with result that they’re in 
|good shape now, and look forward 


straight ballroom numbers and 
would do well to restrict the bulk 
of their turn, anyway, to waltzes and 
tango. 

Patsie Ogden has personality and 
yams her rapid-fire hoofing num. 
bers down the mob’s throats and 
makes ‘em like it. /so sings. Has 
a flair for comedy which could be 
developed into a strong sales point 

Bea Saxon, on her own now. 
stands out on ability and showman. 
ship. Her vocal arrangements are 
excellent and she has fine pipes 
and a nifty appearance. Bangs home 
and has to speech away. 

Gold 


RAINBOW ROOM. N. Y. 


Paula Kelly with 


Al Donahue 
Orch, John Hoysradt, Jack Cole 
wirt. Anna Austin & Florence Less. 
ing, Ruth Nigley with Eddie 
LeBaron Orch, Dr. Sidney Ross 


John Hoysradt, just back from a 
London engagement, seems to have 
been influenced a shade too much 
by foreign politics. His satires when 
he first debuted into the Rainbow 
Room were basically American, with 
the proper dash of foreign flavor to 
evidence his alertness to world 
But the present crop is 


| overboard on Far Eastern and mid- 
to that 1939-40 World’s Fair bonan-| 


the | 


| 
| 


' 


who introduces a colored lad who4 


skate-dancers atop a miniature table- 
top. Heralded as one of his WHN 
amateur finds. In between, a mixed 
colored trio pianologs, and perhaps 
it’s a sign of improving times that 
their table-money take seemed to 
on the upbeat on the night 
caught. Lou Martin’s dansapators 
give out in okay manner. Abel, 


500 CLUB 


(ATLANTIC CITY) 





Atlantic City, Aug. 26. 
Gale Sextet, Roberts Bros. (3), 
DiVons, Patsy Ogden, Howard 
Brooks, Bea Saxon, Vincent Trav- 
ers Orch. 


Phil Barr has an 
nitery in the 500 Club, giving the 
vacation mob a tapping show. While 
the $3 minimum may be a bit steep, 
it rates okay for the quick season 
in which the town must crack the 
nut. Room seats around 300, with 





|a spacious dance floor. 


| 





outstanding | 





Barr doesn’t short change on the | 


show. Howard Brooks m.c.’s and is 
the chief clown. He has plenty of 
finesse, announcing the turns well 
and on his own gets solid comedy 
from his self-rapping routine and 


prestidigitation has bean knocked 


idea of pre-release tryout of Sime. | Sees a ot Brooks makes it en-| 
Regarded it as an excuse for the pro- | °744iming by his running patter. 


Gales are three men and three 
girls in a colorful dance flash, open- 
ing straight and winding up the 
show with a gay ’90s Sucleanan 
which pleases the customers. Rob- 
erts Bros. wallop on their trio 
warbling, getting their best results 
from jamsession stuff. Boys could 
play anywhere. The DiVons are a 


1 & - | good-looking dance team which de- | 
Loew circuit considering produc- | 


pends much on its appearance to get 
over. But they are giving an over- 
Built for 


| his sleight-of-hand work. While the | 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


European headaches, with result it’s 
not as popularly appealing 

On the other hand, another R. R. 
returner, Jack Cole, in his Balinese 
dances, aided by Anna Austin and 
Florence Lessing, has reverted to 


Americanisms with true Dixie im- 
pressions in terp tempo. Done to 
‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,’ it’s a 


marked contrast to the first two Far 
Eastern dances, although these two 
have an American  dance-music 
background. The routine-encore 
‘Georgia Revival Meeting’ dance is 
their best. 

Hoysradt, Yale alumnus, who came 
to attention at the American Music 
Hall (Chez Firehouse), N. Y., in 
‘The Fireman’s Flame’ last year, and 
is a click in class nitery rooms, de- 
spite the present tepidness of his 
routine, certainly possesses the 
talent and elasticity to please ’em 
generally. Present sequence merely 
suffers in comparison to his former 
cycle. 

For example, other than the take- 
offs on Japanese, Soviet and Chinese 
diplomats, with FDR for the topper, 
it’s not socko. Costumes are OK, 
however. The number dealing with 
the Britisher, American and German 
vacationist viewing the Jungfrau, 
and their reactions, is a shade 
brighter. The satire on a BBC 
broadcaster, contrasted to the pant- 
ing Clem McCarthy technique, like- 
wise is not sufficiently punchy. 

Al Donahue’s orchestra continues 
with its smooth dansapation. Paula 
Kelly is a new vocalist with him. 
Eddie LeBaron, who continues to 
conduct his tango-rhumba orchestra 
in the manner of a ballroom dancer, 
makes for one of the best rostrum 
presentations among dance _ bands, 
Latin or otherwise. Since the front 
is so important among dansapation 
maestros today, it’s no small asset 
to LeBaron. Ruth Nigey vocalizes 
with his orchestra. Dr. Sidney Ross, 
table-working magico, likewise con- 
tinues. Abel. 











ANDERSON and ALLEN 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 




















ACK and JUNE 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Circuit, Australia 
with 


“Hollywood Hotel’ Revue 
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ICE SKATERS 


Ballet Boys and Girls, Also Spe- 
cialty Acts. Wanted for six monthe 
show. Write age, height, weight, 
experience, Send photo. 
Address BOX 26, VARIETY 
154 West 46th Street, New York 
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England. 





FEDERICO and RANKIN 


Are sailing September 3rd on the “Conte di Savoia” for 
an extended engagement in Italy, France, Germany and 


ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS 
To FEDERICO and RANKIN 
SEVESO—PROVINCE MILANO 
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(Continued from page 53) 
the circuit has the State on Broad- | 


way and the Capitol, Washington, | 
p. C. Plus these two full-weekers, 
Loew's is also cobooking the Stan- 
ley; Pittsburgh, with Warners. This 
is a part of the pooling deal between 
Loew’s Penn and the Stanley in that | 
town. 

Only probable addition to Loew’s 
stage time is the Capitol on Broad- 


way, once the circuit’s ace presen- 
tation house. Loew's operators are 
studying the effect WB's Strand, | 


which inaugurated band shows (Ben 
Bernie) Friday (26), has on the Cap’s 
Latter house is now hemmed 


gross. 
> } , 7% 
in by strong stage snow competi- 


tion, namely the nearby Roxy and 
the Strand, at a lower scale than for 
the Cap’s straight-picture policy 
It’s figured generally within Loew’ 
that the latter will have to resi 
flesh at the Cap, but 
pefore late in winter and just prio 
to the influx of New York World’s 
Fair visitors. 
Par Same as "37 , 


ime 


possibly not 


Paramount, with the possible ex- 
ceptions of the Metropolitan, Boston, 
and Oriental, Chicago, will also have 
last year’s total vaude time this 
coming season while Boston and 
Chicago are uncertainties. Policy of 
the Oriental hinges on current ne- 
gotiations between Balaban & Katz 
(Par partner) and owner of the 
theatre, for a new Met, also 
subsid-operated, may swing back to 
presentations when RKO resumes 
vaude in the Hub. 

Besides the Paramount, N. Y., the 
circuit now has regular shows at the 


lease. 


Chicago, Chicago, and Michigan, 
Detroit. Plus these, it’s setting spot- 


booked attractions for Kansas City, 
Omaha, Buifalo, Minneapolis, Spring- 
field, Mass., and New Haven. Also 
booking. occasional shows through 
Illinois and Iowa in conjunction with 
Louis Lipstone, B&K booker in 
Chicago. 

Warners is another circuit that 
will have the ’37 houses on its vaude 
books again this fall. Full-weekers 
here are the Strand, New York; 
Earle theatres in Washington and 
Philadelphia and Fox, Philadelphia 
(opening Sept. 2). In _ addition, 
circuit resumes four one and two- 
day stands early in September. 
These are the Queen, Wilmington, 
Del.; one-day spot opening Sept. 10; 
Capitol, Lancaster, Pa. one-day, 
opening Sept. 24; Astor, Reading, 


Pa., two-day, opening Sept. 9, and | 
the Strand, York, Pa., two-day, open- | 


ing Sept. 23. Flock of Philly nabe 
houses, plus Camden, N. J., all one, 
two and three-day houses, also will 
play WB vaude in the fall. 

Totalled up, the majors will have 
at least 2i weeks of stage time be- 
tween them next season, par for the 
37 course. Individually, the vaude 
time will be divided thus: RKO, 
eight weeks; Warners, seven; Loew’s, 
three, and Paramount, three. These, 
of course, are based on regular play- 
ing time and do not include the spot- 
booked, occasional stage show houses 
of each circuit. 

Indies’ Claims 

As usual, the indie bookers in New 
York are claiming pretty nearly 
everything in sight for the coming 
season. It doesn’t matter that some 
of them are claiming each other’s 
houses; that’s an old custom. 

Indie playing time, as in the past, 
will again be just as uncertain as the 
bookers’ statements. In the majority, 
they will be spot-booked houses and 
indefinite one week to the other. 
Most of it will be shooting gallery 
time, with the budgets and salaries 
trimmed to the bone. 

Unit production will be a rarity 
this coming season, from all indi- 
Cations. The producers, almost all of 
whom took it on the chin last year, 
are steering clear now. Chief trouble 
last season was the insistence of 
theatre operators that units play on 
Strictly percentage arrangements, 
With the result that the shows, few 
of which had any marquee strength, 
either were lucky to break even 01 
else went into the red. Producers 
now claim they'll put shows together 
Only if getting definite guarantees. 

If anything, trend this coming 
SCason will be towards band units, 
Which, due to the one setting, de- 
mand little production. Theatres 
also lean towards these shows, fo! 
the reason that the orchestras, be- 
Cause of radio, have so much salea- 
bility for the public. In some of the 
Spot-booked houses, the band shows 


also obviate the necessity for pit 
Orchestras, and this is figured im- 
bortantly by the operators. 


Time in the Rockies 
Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 
Vaudeville gets four weeks of con- 


| Time consists of two full-week stand 


secutive playing time in the Rocky | 
Mountain area, through Paul Savoy, 
head of the Coast-to-Coast agency. 
in Salt Lake City and Denver and 
two weeks of one, two and three- 


|nighters through Colorado, Wyoming, 


Idaho and Utah. 
Among the units booked so far are 


the Great Lester show, the Gene 
Austin combo and the Jan Rubini 
outfit. 
Hartford’s Return 
Hartford, Aug. 30. 

Stage shows return to Hartford 
Thursday (1) when Harriett Hilliard 

nd Ozzie Nelson’s orche a ope 
the f eason the »s ( Che 
theatre 4200 eate é ‘ leq 
ar perated, ¢ ect 

rile ol e t 1 p 
ol creen iad raqa { 

Alo , 90-minute Z ¢ \ 
and two films, the State is playing 
up its dancing on the stage. After 
the nine o’clock show each night, 


when name bands are there, the pub- 


lic is invited to dance on the stage 
for a half hour. The bands will be 
On a movable platform, which will 
be swung into the wings to make 
more room for the dancers 


Frederico-Rankin to Sail 
for European Dance Tour 


Frederico and Rankin. dai 


shoves off Se 


ice team, 
pt. 3 on the Conte di 
Savoia for Europe. 
Pair are set for dates in Italy, 
France, Germany and England. 





q 





When Ben Bernie arrived 
from a road dance tour to 


open at the Broadway Strand 
he told one of his boys to 
check his trunks to the the- 
atre. Latter picked up a 
trucking firm and that was that 
until Bernie got a visit from 
a burly expressman. 

‘I’m from the expressmen’s 


union,’ he told the maestro, 
‘and we've fined you $50 for 
using a non-union van.’ 


Bernie argued that he’s no 
member of any truckmen’s 
union and couldn’t see how he 
could be assessed $50. But to 

WwW his good faith he finally 


tled t {o7 Sit) 








N. 0. CAFE OPS VISION 


UPTURN IN THE FALL 


Orleans, Aug. 30. 


- one of the most dismal sum- 


AY 
EW 


mers in years, nitery operators en-} 
vision a decided upturn in business 
by Oct. 1 here. Operators see sil- 
ver lining in large number of con- 
ventions, opening of racing season at 
Fair Grounds and in heavy winter 
tourist trade. Thing that hurt most 
pots all summer was lack of 4ai1 
( ling 

Silver Slipper has been renamed 
El Toro Club and is under new 
management. Leon Prime’s Swing 
Club folded some time ago and its 
furnishings sold Saturday at auction 
by sheriff. Johnny Marchese will re- 
open Absinthe House shortly after 


extensive alterations. 


VARIETY 55 


SE 


Cleveland Cafes, Theatres Fearful 
Of More Heat, Hold Off Fall Preems 


Cleveland 
indications of 
business, 


Despite 


tumn 


niteries, as 


Aug. 30. 


better au- 


ré | 
Weil aS 


theatres, are so afraid of a hot, dull 


September that they are | 


pOstponing 


fall openings as late as possible 


RKO Palace has Za Pi 


tte + ¢ . 
its set fo! 


Sept. 9 but won’t start regular vaude 


until late in the month. Leg 


accoraing to presel! t scnea 


lenden, which cat 
vention trade Regarding 
Vogsus 

it jumped the 
Sammy Walsh as m.c., 
well, Pri Charming 
‘Snow White’; Loyanne an 
dance. team; Pritikin an 


gun by 


nce 


Room as good adve 


Harry 


it Hanna 
lle, W n't 


i f tha 
d¢€ ul 


rt ment 
pent ilin 
Stock- 
of RKO’ 
d Renard, 
d Mason, 


and Gene Beecher'’s orches- 
tra for first current autumnal show 

As for the other, smaller 
and-dineries, .ney are limping along 
nth with low-priced 
and skeleton units. Frank Mo- 
doing ove: his Cafe Monaco 
Both Helen 


< ingers, 
dance- 


another m« 
music 
naco 1S 


for a Sept. 18 reopening. 


O'’Brie 1 ival Jack Hecht are 
id yr the dark Irish Village i 
eal ‘ ect ‘ | 
é é 
e J ll 
a ese r 
‘ < ‘ 


Chick Webb to Repeat 
At N. Y. Par; 16 Boost 


Chick Webb goes back into the 
N. Y. Paramount sometime in Janu- 
iry, with a $1,000 salary ncrease 
over engagement early this month. 

Band got a bonus on exit from 
] t “date I netted $4,250 Now 

{ lored band n Par’s 


{ 1.660 vote 


LIBUSE TO H’WOOD CAFE 


Frank Libuse, comic, booked for 
two week with options at the 
Beverly Hills Country Club, Holly- 
wood. Starts Sept. 2 

Al Grossman handled from New 
York. 
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Loew's Century, Balto, Resumes 
Musical Presentations with Union 
Cooperation; Ist of Possible Spread 


secaraatamiadibaia + 





Baltimore, Aug. 29. | Ambroses Quit Berigan 

With the cooperation of the local| yy ,; >i: , 
Musical Union, Loew’s Century here | Unit for Phil Harris Band 
will inaugurate a new stageshow pol- Youngstown, O., Aug. 30. 
} 


icy beginning Sept. 9. Formerly a Ruth and Billy Ambrose, dance 
combo house, but since last year) team, who have been appearing with 

maintaining a straight film policy, | the stage unit topped by the Three 

Century will present a 20-minute/ Stooges and Bunny Berigan’s band, 

‘Musical Divertissement,’ along with | jeft after the engagement at the 

films. Plan calls for employment Of | Palace here Thursday (24) to join } 
1 minimum of 20 musicians for jazz | phj, Harris’s band unit, opening Fri- 

sessions and 40 for symphonic rendi- | day at » Starlev. Pittsburgh 

tion. Scale has been set at $35 pet Pair will remain with that unit for 

man with maximum time for pres-| two midwest theatre dates and then 


entation 22 minutes, four time daily 
and thrice on Sunday 


will 


Angeles, for the winter. Team re- 


As outlined by Joseph R. Vogel,’ cently completed several weeks in 
head of Loew’s theatre department, ' Chicago night clubs. 
setup will differ from the a.k. pro- ———_ -—_— 
duction overtures in that the time 
allotted to performance will be ® 
varied by interpolation of solo vo- p aml ut 
calists, choirs, ballet solos and en- 
sembles. with changing name gtest 
conductor Gene Ford, of Loew 
production department, will be ‘ , 


breught in to supervise presentation 
and lighting. Don Albert, formerly 


of the Capitol, will handle baton for | “ . 
the blowoff Friday (9). | ler i * e| 


Experiment has already attracted | 
considerable interest among exhibi- | 
tors and musical circles. Theatre has | 
been tied to a 10-week trial period | 
and hopes to hypo b.o. returns. Some | 
balking by nusicians at scale set, but | 
general consensus favors attempt in | 


Atlantic City, Aug. 30. 
Indications are that George Hamid 
will be out of the Million Dollar Pier 
next year, and that it will be taken 


‘ . - " . T -. 
effort to create more — be ogo over and operated by Sam Gumpertz. 
stor OCW S y rs ¢ ) ‘ 
stood Loew's w ~ ——. wy “ot : Gumpertz and realtor Albert M. 
t eS re i > XI or > 
other houses in chain snould €xperl- |G oenfield are understood to have 


ment prove favorable. put up some $50,000 to help swing 


th: Pier deal this year. 

| However, business has not been up 
| to expectations, with expenses run- 
ining considerably higher than had 
been originally figured. Reported 

that fresh coin was raised from a 
|couple of money men from Allen- 
town. 

Situation is particularly interest- 
ing to local showmen who are asking 
what will happen to Hamid as far as 
independent talent booking is con- 
cerned, since Hamid, in taking over 
the Million Dollar Pier, practically 
sliced his long-standing relations 
with the Steel Pier, on which he had 





Ford’s Loew Division 
Washington, Aug. 30. 


Gene Ford, former production 
chief for WHN, Loew’s New York 
station, also has been named super- 
vising producer for the eastern 
Loew division. With that also comes 
the announcement that the Century, | 
Loew’s ace straight picture spot in 
Baltimore, will go in for experi- 
mental combination policy. 

Ford, who produced occasional 
shows for the Capitol, Loew’s Wash- 
ington vauder, while house manager 
from 1935-37, will book the stage booked circus acts for years. 
musical divertissements for Balto’s 
Century and work with New York 
office on shows for Capitol, Wash. 


Plans also call for occasional rout- | Philly, N. y, EMA Chiefs 


ing of flesh shows through Richmond, | ’ 
Norfolk and other Loew houses in| Meet Sept. 18 on Nat | Org. 
division. | 

Balto idea involves alternate use | ; 
of 40-piece symphonic orchestra and | Philaielphia, Aug. 30. 
minimum of 20-piece swing unit, de-| Howard E. Wheeler, Jr., prez of 
pending upon type of presentation | Entertainment Managers Assn. of 
developed for the week. Shows will; “ew York, will confab here Sept. 18 
run approximately half hour, with) with Florence Bernard, prez of local 
ballets, choruses and specialties. Ex- , EMA, and other offivers, to lay plans 
pected that house nut, including or- | for formation of a national EMA. 
chestra and casts, will be upped ap-| Wheeler will be accompanied by 
proximately $5,000 per week. Prices | Frederick Watson, exec secretary of 
will remain at 25c. to 55c. | tho New York group. 
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‘9 into the Biltmore Bowl, Los | 


7 Fined After Raid On 
Resort Cafe Near Det. 


Detro t, Aug. 30. 
| Fines ranging from $50 to 
each were imposed on three oper- 
ators and four employees of the Ra- 
mona Club on Little Traverse Bay, 
| Michigan resort section, following a 
state police gambling raid on 
|club last week. 

Five persons arrested 
similar raid on the Club Manitou, 
cafe nearby, will appear in Petoskey, 
Mich., court next month. 


C. C. Fischer Spots His 
Roadshow Into Lond. 
Casino; Sai's Sept. 15 


Lon | 


Casino is cl 


Aug. 30 

here 
intended, and 
20, although a 
first indicted 


yn, 
London 
Sept. 8, 
did not 
|}drop in 
that. 
Because of the physical impossi- 
bility of staging a new show here In 
time for sailing by Sept. 24, date of 


sing 
as origina!ly 
shutter Aug 


business at 
| 


ithe last boat enabling Clifford C. 
| Fischer to be in New York in time | 
|to stage the International Casino's | 
inew show, he is taking his current | 
| British roadshow into the Casino 
here on Sept 14. This 


| that has played in th 
inces to good biz. 


English prov- 
Fischer will open | 
{a new show at .he London Casino | 
| around Dec. 25, according to pres- | 
jent plans, when he gets back from 
New York. | 

Fischer’s show for International | 
|Casino, New York, sails from here | 
| Sept. 10. He plans shoving off from | 
| London, now that he has a new re- 
set for London Casino, on Sept. | 


is the show 
| 
| 


vue 
| 


/15. Fischer is taking virtually his 
| P : | 
|entire troupe, excepting three, to 
New York, and augmenting with | 


| other specialties. 


0-J CRAZY SHOW’ AT $2 
TOP, 2-A-DAY, INN. Y. 





The Shuberts’ Olseu and Johnson | 
‘crazy show’ type of vaudeville at | 
lthe 46th Street, New York, will be| 
|two-a-day and probably $2 top un- 
| less the present snow shapes up into 
|something novel to warrant a smart | 
| play, when the scale will be upped 
to $3 and the Ambassador becomes | 
the site. 

While the screwball keynote will | 
be maintained, tue variety will be | 
more cevuesque than 
tv'o-a-day vaude; hence the uncer- 
tainty as to house an- scale at the 
moment. Right now Sept. 20 and 
the 46th Street look to be the date 
and the theatre. 

Barto and Mann, 
|Crane Sisters, The Charioteers, a 
| Mexican sextet of ‘jumpers’—the 
Mex version of the shag—and some 
15 acts in all will comprise the show. 
| It will include a line of 32 girls. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 











Hal Sherman, 








Carleen 
one year older. His health is im- 
proving. 

Seymour Grill, formerly of the 
Beverly theatre, New York, is a new 
arrival at the Rogers lodge. 

Arnold Farkas, Gladys Pebbler and 





Jean Price off to Broadway for a 
vacash. 
Eddie McDonald, from the Ruby 


| theatre, Brooklyn, 
| Graf. of N. Y., are new in ozoners at 
| the Will Rogers. 

| A credit to this Actors Colony is 
| Conway Washburn, who ozoned here 
|and penciled a play, ‘All Through the 
| Night.’ It was recently produced at 
ithe summer theatre, Marbledale, 
| Conn. 

| These names, ozoning here, are 
former vauders: Harry (juggling) 

Barretts, Russ (Dumonts Minstrel) 
Kelly, Dick Moore, Margaret (bur- 
| lesque) Newell, Eddie Vogt (Vogt 
}and Hurst), Jack Edwards, 
| Schaffer, Jimmy Marshall 
| Charlie Barrett. 

Visitors at the Will Rogers: Mary 
Hanlon mitfting Vera Hanlon; 
and Mrs. Buddy Lee hello’ing Bea- 
trice Lee; Matty (Metro) Donohue, 


and 


Bob Marks and Dorothy Rolfe eyeing 
James Seeley; Harold Bregenzer eye- 
ing Buddy Emmet; Mickey Cockron 
motoring from Newburgh, N. Y., for 
a hello, and E. G. Dedds, who’s ask- 
|ing what does the evening need. 
(Write to those who are ill.) 





$100 | 


the 


during a 


| Fitzgibbon employed his xylophone- 


known. 


(Will Rogers) Knight is | 


and Theodore | 


Ben | 


Mr. | 


“Undersellng’ of FTP Acts in Philly 





Tex Heward Plans 100G 


| Nitery Near Spokane 


Spokane, Aug. 30. 
Tex Howard, orchestra leader, 
plans one of the most lavish country 
clubs in the Pacific northwest. He’s 
negotiating for the purchase of 1,160- 
| acre Glen Tana estate, on Little Spo- 
kane river, 10 miles from here. 
Howard said he will spend $100,000 
on project, equipping it for summer 
ind winter sports and clubhouse. 
Howard would organize own orches- 


tra and also bring in name bands 
occasionally. Howard's’ orchestra 
was playing in $25,000 Ambasador 
club when nitery was destroyed by 


fire two years ago. 


Bert Fitzgibbon 
Killed in Coast 
Auto Accident 





San Francisco, Aug. 30. 

Bert Fitzgibbon, one of the first | 
nut comics in vaudeville, was in-| 
stantly killed Sunday (28) near'| 
Atherton, Cal., when struck by a car | 
while he was crossing a highway. 

A daughter, Frances Fitzbibbon, is | 
believed living in Council Bluffs, | 
Ia., but the whereabouts of his | 
brother, Lou, is unknown. 

Bert Fitzgibbon, who came out of 
New England in an act known as the 
Fitzgibbon-McCoy Trio, rode the 
crest of the vaudeville wave for 
years as a next-to-closing comedian. 
He started to pass out of the picture, 
however, a few years before vaude’s 
actual decline. 

When the original trio split up, 
player brother, Lou, as a stooge-in- 
the-box. Besides his zany work, in- 
troduction of stooges was also one 
of Fitzgibbon’s' contributions to 
vaude. While never an actual head- 
liner he became well known on the 
Keith and Orpheum circuits. He 
was one of the seven original 
founders of the NVA. 

Fitzgibbon’s escapades were well | 
On one occasion a few years 
ago Fitzgibbon was accidentally shot 





old-school, | in the leg while walking in Times 


Square’s ‘Dream Street’ (47th). He | 
was so numb he didn’t even feel or | 
notice the wound till several days | 
later. Five years ago he was in an| 
auto accident, which hospitalized | 
him in New York. 

He recently tried to stage a come- | 
back via a series of radio appear- | 
ances on NBC’s ‘Woman’s Magazine 
of the Air,’ after being released from | 
several months in a hospital. John | 
Royal, NBC v.p., paved the way for | 
the radio break, but nothing came | 
of it. 

Fitzgibbon’s age is estimated by 
N. Y. intimates as around 62. His 
wife, Frances Kippler, died in 1920. 








| 





| Sophie Tucker Will Open 
Walton, Philly, Season 

Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 

| Jack Lynch’s Walton Roof is pre- 


| paring for fall opening Sept. 22 with 
| Sophie Tucker in top spot. 


| Powers Gouraud, WCAU ‘Night 
| Owl,’ sponsored by. strike-ridden 


| Yellow Cab Co., wi. take his first 
| shot at m.c.’ing in the same en- 
| gagement. 


Starts Probe by 3 Comm! Groups 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 
| Investigations were started by 
three separate groups here yesterday 
| (Monday) of charges that the Federal 
Theatre Project is encroaching on 
commercial territory by offering 
large vaude units and dance orches- 
tras for club dates at ridiculously low 
prices. 

| Several 





bookers have complained 


to prez A. A. Tomei, prez of the Mu- 


sicians’ Union local, that they | 


idve 


| been offered a 12-piece dance band 


and a vaude troupe of 14 people for 
lower pay than required just for the 
orchestra. Alleged representative of 
the FTP, who has been peddling the 
unit to various agents, offered them 
the whole works for $100, and indi- 


cated he would take less if necessary. 


| Price includes a 75-minute show and 


a band to play for three hours of 
dancing. 

Formal complant was made to 
Tomei by the Entertainment Man- 


agers Assn., agent organization here, 
Tomei has started an immediate in- 
vestigation and will take the matter 
to WPA headquarters in Washington, 


he said. Tom Kelly, business man- 
ager of the United Entertainers 
Assn., local actors’ union, also re- 


} ceived a complaint from the EMA, 
and 


started a probe on his own. 
EMA declares it has plenty of evi- 
dence that the show had been offered 
at $100, as well as evidence that it 
has played dates for even less than 
that. 

Cause of the EMA’s complaint is 
said to have been fear of the agents 
to whom the show was offered that 
they would become involved in either 
a battle with the musicians’ union 
or would get in the middle of a 
scandal should the shows prove un- 


authorized. Any agent taking the 
show for $100, it was said, could 


make another $100 on it for himself 

and still undersell anyone in town. 
A similar attempt to sell units was 

tried by the FTP about two 


years 
ago, the agents said. Upon com- 
plaints Loren J. Howard, who was 


local head of the project then, prom- 
ised that it wouldn’t happen again. 
Howard has since been displaced. 


— 


TRAHAN TO LONDON 

Al Trahan, currently in the new 
Casa Manana (N. Y.) show, opens at 
the Grosvenor House, London, Sept. 
29. 

Accompanying him will be his new 
prima donna ‘straight’ woman, San- 
dra Lynde, who has replaced Yukona 
Cameron, the ex-Mrs. Trahan. 














WILLIE and EUGENE 


HOWARD 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 
TOURING 


Fuller Circuit, Australia 


Per. Address 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 














Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 

















BRANDT 


HELD OVER 


2310, 180 N. Michigan 


Dr. Arthur Brandt, Producer 


WORLD’s FINEST 


Headlining ICE REVUE College Inn 


16TH WEEK—SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO 


Management: 


ICE SHOW PRODUCTIONS 


SISTERS 


SKATING TEAM 


DEAr 7146 


Harold Steinman, 


Avenue. 
Mauager 

















HILDE 


Now Appea 





Just Returned From a Triumphant Tour of Europe and 


MOUNDS CLUB, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


Persenal Mer., ANNA SOSENKO 
American Rep.: JACK BERIELL — 


GARDE 


ring at the 





European Rep.: HENRY SHERER 
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NEXT WEEK (Sept. 5) 
THIS WEEK (Aug. 29) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicat 
show, whether full or split wee 


Variety Bills 

















NEW YORK cITy Erno Rapee Symph 
Music ren Bb CHICAGO 

Paul Haakon Co sass 

Eunice Healey Palace (2) 

Jan Peerce Oxford Boys 

Viola Philo lCass. Gwen & L 

Corps de Ballet Chaney & Fox 





Loew 














NEW YORK CITY, se RGH 
: " Stanley (2) 
State (1) Tony Martin Ore 
Ed Sullivan | Britt Wood 
Robbins Bros & Sis | Sylvia & Clemence 
Marjorie Gainsw'th | " WASHINGTON 
Stan Kavanagh Capitel (2) 
H’vest Moon D’ne'rs | Harriet Hector Co 
EVANSVILLE Joe Morrison 
Majestic (1-3) |< gd Burke 
Sirens in Silk La Harte Tr 
NEW YORK CITY | Don Cummings 
Paramount (31) 14 Vespers 
Phil SpitaiIny Orc | Wences 
Louis DePron | ST. PAUL 
Zasu Pitts | 
CHICAGO Orpheum -4) 














Chicage (2) Major Bowes Co 
Benny Goodman Or Superior 
(26) Palace (7-8) 
Condos Bros Major Bowes Co 
NEW YORK CITY | Fox (2) 
Strand (2) | Mal Hallett Ore 
1; » & Dis > 
Ben Bernie Ore tt _ 
Betty Bruce PITTSBURGH 
Art Frank 


Harris & Shore 
Sara Ann McCabe 





Bur 


Stanley 
serrigan 


ny I 


(26) 
Or 


Andrews Sis 








PHILADELPHIA Frank Conville 

Earle (2) R & B Ambrose 
Chester Morris WASHINGTON 
Rufe Davis Earle (2) 
Ethel Merman Phil Harris Ore 
Pansy the Horse Peppino & Camille 
3 “oe & Hayes | Wences 

26) (26) 

Phil Merrie Ore Tony Martin Ore 
Peppino & Camille Al Bernie 
Koss Wyse Jr Honey Fam 
NEW YORK CITY | Ming Toy 

Roxy (2) | Seee Linton Rev 
Vivian Faye | Bobby Pincus Co 
Rolfe Holbein | Libonati 3 
Gae Foster Gis DAYTON 
Paul Ash Ore | Colonial (26) 


ATLANTIC CITY 
Hamid’s Pier (2) 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Harry Rose 
Smith, Rogers & E 
4 Skaters 
Gae Foster Gls 
Barney Rapp Ore 
Steel Pier (7-8) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
(2-6) 
Rudy Vallee Co 
Abbott & Costello 
CHICAGO 
State Lake (2) 
Saul Grauman Co 
Banfields 





James E 
a Brown 
Rathburn Co 


Ad 
Ver 


n'n 


Oswald 


Gretonas 


van 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Lyric 


(26) 


Major Bowes Co 


KANSAS CITY 


Fox Tower 
Jan 


Riverside 


Ola 
Tits 


ftanfields 


(1) 


Garber Ore 
MILWAUKEE 


na 
in 


«& 


: (26) 
Stanton 














Roscoe Ates Co Barton & Stone 
Nick Lucas Bob King 
Wilkey & Rae WINNIPEG 
Stratford (27) Orpheum (2) 
Parker Bros Jack Schenck Co 
Week of August 29 
Dominion Collinson & Dean 
Benara Vine, More & N 
Colleane Fam Tessa Deane 
Grosvenor House ISLINGTON 
Herschel Henlere Blue Hall 
Addison & Sylvia 2 Rogues 
Leslie Watson Don Galvin 
CAMDEN TOWN LAYTONSTONE 
Ganmont Rialto 
2 Rogues Jackte 
Den Galvan Donna ? 
4 Auroras Earle & Lewis 
CLAPHAM SHEPH' Ris BUSH | 
Granada Pavilion 
Lee Donn Leon Cortez Ore 
Medlock & Marlowe | Bryan Michie 
Freddy Dosh | Rusty & Shine 
Edna Squire | Collinson & Dean 
Glamour Girls Michael Moore 
EAST HAM Vine, Moore & N 
Granada Tessa Deane 
Bobby Howell Ore TOOTING 
Bega 4 Granada 
Avant Bros | Lee Donn 
GREENWICH | Medlock & Marlowe 
Granada | Freddy Dosh 
= bby Howell Ore | WALTHAMSTOW 
ega 4 Granada 
Avant Bros | Jackie 
HAMMERSMITH |} Donna Sis 
Gaumont Palace Earle & Lewis 
eon Cortez Orc WooLWwicil 
Bryan Michie Granada 
Bery| Orde i} Savoy Junior Ore 
Rusty & Shine lo4 Silver Songsters 





Provincial 





Week of August 29 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli } 
rit Film Doubles | 
Lana An d 
BA 7 hby 
EDINEU RGH | 
Royal 
Jack Radcliffe 
Harold Dayne 
Vera McLean 


Sherman Fisher Gi | 


4s 
Nor 


Nel 


| Pra’ 


< 


| Noni 


Nix 


| Hal 


mith 
man 
ler & 
tova 


nd! 


& ¢ 


& 


Bros 

‘urnot 

Clare 
Jules 


Sis 


GL ASG ow 
Pavilion 


& 


on & 


Ptnr 


Morrison 


Yates 


Robin Richmond 























| Leon 


| Sid 


| Nyvra 





Adelaid Kirkoff 
Poll Perry 
Shorty Ball Ore 


Franke's Cusine 
Gretchen Werner 
Dave Tannen 
Morre & L 
\ Duvall 
Nana 
Ruth Ph 
Rocke Eli 
Bob T 

The 


Chess 


do 


ips 
eworth 
Ore 
Gables 
Orc 


nsley 


Gay VParee 
ington 
Mary Williams 
ginia Dawn 
Carol Abbott 
M La nore 
Hanely 
Bodel 


Riley Ore 








arge 
( ickie 
Bernice 
Bob 

Grand Terrace 
Perry 
Sonny 
arps & A Fl 
& Dolore 
H ! 
Mar 


Catherine 
& 


nny 


at 


Hotel 
Km) 


(rraemere 
(Glass Heuse 


Hickory 
p Hats 
New Yo 
ili Hat 
Toe Lew 
ferry La 
Pal-Mar 
Jeanne 


Lang 


Inn 
_\ 


rhe kers 


wlor 
Gls 

Walke 
Or < 


r 


Hippedrome 
Flo Whitman Rev 
Jerry Marks Ore 
Sherone 
Lou 
Lee Adrian 
Murie 


Genevieve 


Joseph 
Val 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 Hawaiians 
Karl Hoffman 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
George Bay- Bd 
Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Frent Room) 


Ore 


Richard Schreiber 

Biltmore Boys 

Dixie Frances 
Liberty Inn 

Sunny Mas 

|} Tommy O'Neal 

Jane Jordan 

Polly Tarr 

Bock Sis 

Earl Wiley Ore 


McLaughlins 








| Enid Phillips 
Deone Page 
|} Sunmimy sarry 
Natasha 
Stan Carter 
Jules Novit Ore 
Melody Mill 
Jack Russel Orc 
Miami Club 
| Reza White 
Earl Rickard 
| Joe Cassidy 





| 
' Ebony & Maude Russell 
Truth Leeonoff | ~ se & Aland 
Rainbow Grill arom « = chard } 
eddie ames 
Ben Cutler Orx fed Lewis Jr } 
Marlynn & Michael Swing Club } 
Jal ernon p | 
sAS Mari (ore 
Rainbow Room Freddie Fulton 
A] Dor ue ¢ I's fl l 
Eddie Lel n Ore |} 
Paula Kell a . 
Ruth Nigey Celinda 
John Hoys It loe Van Green | 
Jack he lack Huber | 
€ opening day of rao uae Ce Lucinda Lang 
k Riviera ae | 
—- ss Tavern-on-Green | 
E Madriguera Ore H : 
Vincent Pirre © ugnie Barrett Ore 
Patricia Gillmore Versailles 
| Tix “Sis & Nephews | Bransby Williams > a dl Marjorie Gainsw'rth 
Gridneffs Rawicz & Landauer k a ca oe Panchito Or 

Exhibition Hath | [ke Hatch June Preisser he Pace hey ce 

Lon. Philh'rm’ic Or] Joy, Jack & Joe oe Dancers 
LIVERPOOL Dawn Davis — Ross Fenton Farms Whirling Top 
Shakespeare IM & L Carson (Deal, N. J.) Geo Morris © 

Charles Baum Ore é Pa 
" h DB: Stork Club ee ae 
abaret Bills an ee Wivel 
} n ‘ vt ior 
Surfside harley Bowman Or 
NE YORK CITY (Long Beach, L. L) - — ; 
W Teddy H “—-* 
Arcola Inn Hot : : D : Hope 
el Gov, . 

(Arcela, N. J.) “ests ip Clinton t elia G : | 
Terry Car Teed Gaie sie ats : | 
(Ch Ulta Ve 1 “ih 
Ruth Warren Hotel Half Moon LOS ANGELES 
kK Rlaire (Brooklyn) 

G re S ‘ Balti R ln y ( 

ieorge Scotti Jack Me . + 

Walter Cole Eddie Sewrin ( é é Lawrence - ter W de 
Bertolotti’s George Vedegis — a ‘ M. Donald & Ross 

Don Syl | Hotel Lexington Beverly Wilshire 

on Sylvio Ore "eR ; ae a Sata al 
Angelo’s Rhu’ba Bd Ray Kinney Or E a \ Je } ard ‘ gene 
= | Oia é £nn Sonny sur ia?T 
Chita | Hotel Lineotn | Lou Sailee Ore Kenny S: ” 
llas Dion a } : nn marge 

| Letty Kemble } Will Hollander Ore | pee } Peewee Hart 

Annette Gueriaine | Hotel McAlpin | Mardoni | ate 

toberta Welsch Tames D’Arey |} Alice King Hud: cat 7 AAS Gl | 
ecsigh a vas - ason elzmer 218 

Bill's Gay 90's J Messner Ore ;° a xellos | Glen Gray Ore 
Charles Touc} Gonzales & Menen Dav Saxon 4 : 

John P “hg aaa, Rannie Weeks Paris Ian 

; i 2 : — Hotel New Yorker Frank Trombar Or M t & M 

Joh Lliot } R daposeay: Marguerite & } 

Don Corteg Henry Busse Orc He sage 7 , By I Columbe 

Jim Phillips | Baptie & Lamb te tine Ps hac Thora Matthison 

Mary Roberts Eric Walt | Cate De Paree Ken Henryson 

Harold Willard ere agg « Farley | The Seven Parisians | Lillian Gibson 

ArthurBehan | Bobby Duffy | Pat Manners Valeska Powell 

Harry Donnelly | May Judels | Paul McLean Werner & Hardy 

Joe Howard Hotel Park Centrat | Charlie Ament Ore Frank Sortina Ore 

-, oe a n De Carlos & Gr'n'da Cafe La Maze |’ P Selznick’s Clab 

t hie srauer | , y ~ | 
Boulevard Tavern aah Myrus | Grey & Bergin | 

- Hotel Pennsylvania | ben Light Ore Marco & Remola 

(Elmhurst, L. L) M Hat > 
‘ Red Norvo Ore Bers Sane Max Fidler Ore 

Helen Wehrle Mildred Bailey Clover Clab Billy Lankin 

Antoine & DuBarry - . Yola Galli 

Patsy King | Hotel Piccadilly | Stan Myers Ore Bill Brady 

Lucille Rich | Adrian Rollini 3 Club Morecco Seven Seus 

Dave Fox Hotel Pierre Jim Kerr Ore 

Thelma Nevins | Candy Candido 

Cameron Crosby | Harold Nagel Ore | Cocoanut Grove Johnny Chico 

Jan Fredrics Ore | Hotel Savoy-Plaza | Leo Reisman Ore 4 il H oe ed 

Cafe Afrique a eee ue s & = a > offman 
Seub Mostey Ore | Milli Monti oe of be iythm Somerset House 
Alberta Pryme Hotel Shelton meg Harry Ringland 
Bots & Saddles = ie ies nies Paradise Club | 3 Hi Hats: 
Thelma Debevoise | °'™™Y he : ‘“ | Searles & Lena Ann Marylin 
Lorraine Faulkner | Hotel St. George Bobby Ramos Topsy's 
Mary Perry | (Breoklyn) Princess Luana | Lorraine a rard 

Casa Manana Murray Driscoll Ore mee yoo - | Maxine Wingo 
; | Eddie Bush 3 ; ueli ’ 

Tea Lew is Ore | Hotel St. Moritz | Andy Ione Ore + ap pny Watdes 

‘atricia Ellis Ralph Gonzales Ore ‘ | Margare alden 

James Barton | Basil Fomeen Orc | It Cafe | Gloria Randall | 

Al Siegel | Collette & Barry | Joe Moshay | Faons Rice 

Cardini Yvonne Bouvier Bob Searles ! - eepe 

Al Trah: " Bill Roberts Or ; za 7 onea 

a Tra ee on Hotel St. Regis x ats - | Joy Williams 

rip, Tap & Toe La Conga pc | 

Robert Widach Joe Rines Ore ; Lenore Thome 

Harry Armstrong |} Don Marton Ore = cae e Dudley ae gtr | 

Shelton Brooks v 2 Durando Ore sarrett & right 

Ben Yost Co | Eno capreritony A oy ae ard Orc Sterling Young Ore 

Claremont Inna | Hotel Waldorf- a ype! 

. } r . Jose's Cuba 3« 

Clyde Lucas Ore Astoria Little Club Glen hems 

Club 18 Geo Olsen Ore lane Jones Muressa 

Pat Harrington | Mischa Borr Ore Tiny Meridith | Bert Frohman 

Ann Rush Hotel White } Paul Kendall Bob Grant Orc 

Frankie Hyers | vances Comstock | ~"%* *2erpe V Hugo Rests 1urant 

Irene Mauseth Clifford Newdahl } Omar's Dome Skinnay nis Or 

Willie Groyvan = 7” a ‘ ; D ' ‘ Skinns I pan c 

Beale St Boys International Casino orothy Roberts Colleen Calhoun 

G Andrews Ore | Sande Williams Ore 
Club Gaucho Evelyn Chandler CHICAGO 

. Guy Owen 

Los br re re | Bruce Mapes Bismarck Hotel | Sadie Moore 

A toy wh re “= Dorothy Lewis (Walnat Room) | 4 Ambassadors 

Migue icino Co > . : hy! : 

Trini Piasa Simpson Sis Jules Duke Ore | Phyllis Brooks 

Aza | Nathan Walley Arlene O'Day Marjorie King 
Corso’s | Von Gassner & V Betty Grey | Effie Burton 





James 


Vincent Padula Ore 
Ernest Kramer Orc 
EI Chico 
Alberto Ore 
Asuncion Granados 
Joyit & Maravilla 
Dorita & Valero 
Francisco Ramos 
Famous Deor 
Ore 
Humes 
Kruger 
Withee 
tushing 


Don 


Count Basie 
Helen 
lerry 


Jeri 


| Glen Island Casino 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Bea Wain 
Dick Todd 


Fisher & Woodhull 
Gay 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodr 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Martinez & Ant’nita 
Dol Reves 
Felicia Montanez 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Arthur 
Gabriel Cocco 
Monte Fried 


Hotel Astor 
Kemp Orc 
Dawn Rolland 
Serge Flash 
Judy Starr 
oes 
Crs 2 
ieoborts 
Park & 
Gloria 
4 Vesy 


Hotel 


igo Ore 


ores 


Hal 


& White 
Clifford 

Franklin 

Belmont- 
*laza 
Holst 

herba 
(Cuba 
Mansfield 
Bal 


Ore 
n Ore 


fire 
ladeers 


Hotel Biltmore 


Ha Owens Ore 
K Andrade 
res 


ni 


rry 

ymond 
ldy Tava 

Kal 


kK 


Fre 
Alvin 
Lei nt F 
Ka puana 
Hotel "Bone rt 
(Brooklyn) 


Vill Mec 


ine Ore 

Hotel Edison 
Plue Barre 
Don Alexander 
Hotel Essex House 
Rich'd Himber Orc 
Dell & Hamory 


n Ore 


| Adele Inge 


W a 


| Freddie 
Herbert Orc | 


i 
Stuff Sm 
| Frank 


iW 


Radio 


Frank 





La Marquise 
Earl Moss 
Cal Bateman 
Doug Speaks 
Frances Connolly 
Larue | 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 


Nick 


Vouzens Ore 
Pola Korg 
Ray Oliver 
Leon & Eddie’s | 
Jay C Flippen 
Lou Martin Ore | 
Helen Wainwright | 
Texas Tommy 
lv Wanger 6 
O'Connor | 
& Miller 
Boys 
Paige 


a 


Ann 
Massey 
3 Play 
Carol 
Monte Carlo 
Rita Renaud 
Elaine & Henry j 
Gaston } 
Nut Club | 
Master Ore 
D> Mitchell-Hedges 
Chick Darrow | 
| 
Onyx Club | 
th Ore 
roe ba 
Paradise 
Phil Napo 
Jackie i 
Charles Carrer 
Vera Fern } 
inter S18 | 
Alan Carney | 
Marge Ellis 


Place 


eon Ore 


Elegante 


Plantation Club 


Kson 


Skeets ” er Ore 
Queen Mary 
White 


Franks’ Clab 


lve neer 
Terr’ vw te 
Gus W 
Jimn Hsur 
Fred Bishoy 
Wrynne Ralph 
Lou Williams 


iteley }3 


Santoro & Lorraine 

Maxine Marfield 

Grace McCarthy 
Blackhawk 

sob Crosby Ore 

Marian Mann 

Jim & J Byrnes 

Loma Cooper 

Jack Gaulke Ore 

Ma Ruiz 


oOVvVia 


Blue Goose 
3 Loose § 
Jane Imes 
Ralph Hovey 
Kay Allen 
Harry Singer 


Bon Air 
Timmy LDorsey 
Moore & Revel 
y Van 
Gerritz 
loennis 
Dukes & Duche 


Ballet 


crews 


Ore 


Losen 


es O1 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Urysetal Koom) 


rt 
win 


Florence Schube 
Charles Bald 


Jean Loasch 
Norma Ballard 


Breadmont 





rables 


Billie Fargo 
Hele ! 


n lourtes 
Suzanne hes 
(iJloria 


Herbie 


ier 


tudolph Ore 





Caravan 
Eddie Gorman 
Rocke HRomano 
barbar WwW ne 
Der Mlorgar 
Dot & Jerry 
ke a Leonard 
‘ 1 Scholtz Ore 

Chez Paree 
Abe I an Ore 
Ethel & tta 
! il D 
Paul & E Reyes 
’ n ee 
i e Llane 
ay riar » Ore 
Adorabl 

Club Al 
Hal Barber 

* t 
. e Logan 
MI ‘ ‘ . 
EF (sree 
inst i nis 

Club Alabam 
Harriet > ris 

| Ka LaSalle 
Honore & Gladys 


| Bernie Adler 


lave Unells Ore 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Club Spantsh 
Pinky Tracy 
—- DeLoer 
E Evon 
Nola Cooper 
iy Marshall 
alston Ens 
oe Valentine 
oe Nitti Ore 





+4 
I 
J 
J 
Colony Club 
Fiske 
Manzanares Or 


deVauils Ore 


Dwight 
Jose 


Hugo 


Colesimos 
Dorothy Marthyn 
teevesp & S 


Ui 
sg 


line & Joe 


= 


Holl 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 


! 
Evelyn White 
Myra Taylor } 
John Oscar | 
Rhythm Willie | 
hunt 

Lu Bucks 
“am The ! 
Sam Ronit n | 
Charles Isom | 
Pat l G | 
Red Saunders Ore | 
Duteh's 

Ralph ¢ k Rev 
Kk r ) ers 
rR ¢ 4 
Peg re 
I en 


Edgewater Geach 
Hotel 
(Marine Room) 


| ‘ on 
; 
} Gis 
j 
j e 
Famous Door 
Fd Pande Ore 
‘ ole 
I ] ‘ 
> 
ernie I 3 
Br »n Waolte 
4th Club 
Homer Robe 
Dolly Moers 


| Rill 


| 
x 


Lynn Barclay 
Dorothy Johnson 


Millstone 


Tripp 
Va Dare 
Sunny Mack 
Anne Howard 


| 4 Monteforte Sis 


Charlie P; 
Edna 
Virg 
Roy 


itrick 
Reilly 
M'Ginnis 
Swift Orc 
Minuet Club 


Margo Gavin 


Billy Ferber 
Sunny Gillam 
Gale Lawrence 
Jack Morton Orc 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 


Manfred Gotthelf 
Nameless Cafe 


Mitzie Rae 


Dollie Dolene 
| Sara Thebold 
| Marie Thomas 
Freddie Janis Ore 
Pow Wow Club 
Gene Emerald 
Mathews «& hall 
& G Hogers 
Warren & 1 
t Fros 
Kenr W x 
Steve Stutland Ore 
Rese Bow! 
Paulette LaP 
t} i a Oo 
Tom Ferris 
Sherman Hotel 
(Cellege Inn) 
Brandt 
Re S 
1 Us liia & a 
Jenna 
Bud Le ~ 
Mary Jar Y 
Genevie 
= & N 
= . = 
I " 
KR 
sre ‘ Ke i 
b M ‘ = 
Silver Cloud 
J & 
Cu s a ‘ ¢ 
kt 1 Mea er 
Thelma trracen 
Niat n | i 
Hazel Z 
Nord it i n 
Johnny Mel Ore 
Silver Frolics 
Tone ee | nnell 
3 Wir of b 
Ealaine R 
I \ \ ‘ 
AT I ‘ n 
606 Club 
I Cart 
] y de R xz 
Renee \ ! 
Marg Faber Gis 
Je ¢ Rose a 
White Sis 
B& L Cook 
Collette 
Pe hes Strange 
Dolly Sterlir 
So Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 
B Tanks Socialites 
Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Don Julian & M 
Lois Harper 
Jackie Heller Ore 
Stockade Inn 
Herbie Shriner 
Dolly Moss 
Ethel Brown 
Susi-Q 
Irv Dornfield 
Gladys Zimmerman 
Jenna 
Betty Harris 
Edith Principie 
Verne Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Joe Jot n 
Mae Lig 
Alma Smith 
2 Kh I Pals 
Fats FP: erson 
| Ted Smith 
Billy & Charles 
Jimmie Noone Orc 


| 
| 


| 





Thompson's 


Ray 
Pat 

Man 
Johr 


| Gloria 


Fay 


Joan 
Frise 


Rex 


no! 


16 Club 


da 


y Thomas 


ner 


1 Pi 


& 
tt 


Marlene 


Starr 


Roberts 


Da 
o's 


wn 


Ore 


Three Deuces 
Tatum 
Tower Inna 

Frankie Dovie 


Art 


Inez Gor 
Kurtis 
June 
Jane 





en 


Brooks 


> Jordan 


Marionets 


Bobby Shreder 
Joan LaMae Noel & Jean 
Jerry Lind Lvytell Gls 
Ona Mae Eleanor Johnson 
Ed Leon |} Frank Davis Ore 
4 Musketeers T ader 
Lydia Harris rocadero 
Frank RaMondi | Gloria Romano 
Mae di Fili } Adelle St Clair 
| Elsie Granish 
v *ler 
Bill nnd en Roy Rankin Ore 
$i Celbs Ore | 
Florence Beaumont | Villa Moderne 
O14 Heidelberg | eee eoneerine 
{osemat bee F 
= ar jeter oh ne 0 M&M Randall 
| err ule & f . . 
| ashy Seadt Cre Villa Venice 
Geo Gunther Orc Lambertin 
Patmer House pee te 
(E . nn 
Empire Koom) ‘Noll @ Nolen 
Veloz & Yolanda Felido & ‘Tama 
Pancho Ore Ann Lewis 
Lak ranconi | Linda Marsh 
Novello Bros | Michel & Mede a 
mith’s Marionets | Lou Hoff nan 
lion Hooton |} Renee Jny 
Grace Dittman | Carlos & Cnt a 
Abbott Dancers | F Quartello Orc 
Ed Allen | ot pain 
Phil Dolley Ore |. wig fas 
Parody Club ' i on 
Freddie Abbott M t peWitt 
Moilie Manut ' Lia x 
Anchorage be ] oux 
Eleanor B F M e Drumm't 
Dolphin Kart i Jonr on 
\I e & Can 10 ' AIPWwir 
Herb Woo p c }’« 9 Blanco Ore 
Arcadia Int'l | Evergreen Casino 
Eleanor Bowere Pat Shevlin 
', . hielene er 
e & Carsine bet ( 4 
Johnny Craft Ore joe Milil f Ore 
Belevne-stratford Hildebrand's 
Meyer Davis Ore lee 
Benny the BRum's ; s 
Mart i n x ee 
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Fer Up as Cool Weather Holds, 


Several Shows to Close or Move; 2:03". 


‘Angel’ $27,900 Again, ‘Town’ $8,500 





As expected, Broadway looked up 
last week as the cooler weather con- 
tinued. Friday night (26) and both 


Saturday performances (27) were 
better than for weeks. Particularly 
the Saturday matinees were espe- 
cially hefty 

Boosts were registered all along 
the line. Increases ranged from 
about $100 to more than $1,000. Ex- 


pectations are that the current week 
will show another rise, provided the 
weather continues favorable. Show- 
men anticipate the general upward 
trend after Labor Day, when vaca- 
tioners once more return to town 
and the new season’s entries begin 
to arrive. 


+ 





Estimates for Last Week 
‘Bachelor Born,’ Lyceum (32d | 
week) (C-957; $3.30). Took a boost | 
and registered about $4,700; now fig- 
ured likely to stick well into Sep- 
tember. 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert 
(17th week) (M-1,367; $4.40). Smash 
musical again showed the way, with 
takings of $27,900; thought certain to 
last well into new season. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Longacre | 
(3lst week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Slightly | 
up over the week before; $8,400, to 
close Sept. 24 after 34 weeks and go | 
on tour. 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco (31st week) 
(D-961: $3.30). Thornton Wilder play 
spurted approximately $1,000 for a 
total of $8,500 on the week. 

Shadow and Substance,’ Golden 
(30th week) (D-789; $3.30). Up more 
than $1,000 and $7,100 registered; 
moves soon to the Plymouth, while 
the ‘Lightnin’ revival comes into the 
Golden. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (247th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Long-stayer 
climbed a bit, too; $4,500. 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (2I1st 
week) (C-991; $3.30). Somewhat bet- 
ter than the week before, but still 
figured to improve after this week; 
$6.000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (90th week) (C-708; $2.75). 
Holdover laugh click still profiting; 
up $300 to $6,500 last week; slated to 
move to the Imperial next Mon- 
day (5): house will get the new Guild 
show, ‘Dame Nature.’ 

Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(39th week) (R-500; $2.75). Unioners 
revue up; $5,900. 


WPA : 

‘One-third of a Nation,’ Adelphi 
(33rd week). 

‘Prologue to Glory.’ Laying off af- 
ter playing 22 weeks; due to reopen 
at the Ritz. 

‘Haiti,’ Daly’s (27th week). 





Sydney Busch Signed 


For Schwab Production 
St. Louis, Aug. 30. 


Sydney Busch, member of Little 
Theatre and Civic Theatre groups 


| comedy 





here, who was scouted several weeks 


was playing in ‘Russet Mantle’ in the 


ago by Laurence Schwab while the | 


Civic Theatre’s al fresco playhouse 
here, was signed last week to appear 
in ‘Once Upon a Night,’ now in re- 
hearsal for an opening in Wilming- 
ton, Del., on Sept. 9 and New York 
Sept. 15. 


| 
| 





B’way Legit Totals 





Estimated total grosses 


last week $79,500 
(Based on nine shows) 
Total grosses same 
week last year $99,500 
(Based on nine shows) 











BANKHEAD’S 1ST 
L. A. WK. HITS 
$11,000 


Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 

Considerable rewriting of ‘I 
Different,’ following its three-day 
tryout in San Diego, has materially 
helped the new Tallulah Bankhead 
drama, now in its second 
week at the Biltmore with one more 
to go. Matinee trade has been par- 
ticularly heavy and night biz is at- 
tracting the dyed-in-the-wool Bank- 
head following, which in these parts 
is plentiful. 

Federal Theatre Project is opening 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ at the 
Hollywood Playhouse (2) and re- 
taining the all-Negro cast play, ‘Run, 
Little Chillun,’ at the Mayan. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘I Am Different,’ Biltmore (D-1,- 
656; $2.75) (1st week). Critics were 
not too encouraging but Sankhead’s 
personal popularity helped to pile 
up better than $11,000 on first stanza, 
with a fair advance for current week. 

WPA 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse. Arthur Kober com- 
edy opening Friday (2) under di- 
rection of Ralph Freud. 

‘Run, Little Chillun,’ Mayan. Joint 
production of FTP and Music 
Projects. 





Midwest Legiter Razed 


Duquoin, IIll., Aug. 30. 


Majestic theatre, for 32 years home 
of road shows, was razed during the 
past week. House had been fre- 
quently used as jump-breaker for 
shows going from St. Louis to Louis- 
ville. Played nearly every major 
road show for years. 





Few Strawhats 








(Continued from page 1) 





which were held before the summer 


Miss Busch, who also had a small} | S¢@S0n opened have been dropped 


role in ‘Knights of Song’ at the mu- 


|since. Reports are that more were 


nicipal theatre in Forest Park during | dropped than were picked up. Some 


the current season, will be one of | 


three women in Schwab’s new com- 
edy production. She also will under- 
study the leading femme role. She 
played lead roles in ‘Excursion’ and 
‘Celestial Holiday’ at the local Little 
Theatre last winter. 





BRONSON OUT OF FTP 
Chicago, Aug. 30. 
Earl Bronson, Federal 
vaude supervisor here for past two 
years, has been let out. 


performers. 
Jack Boyle has been named by 
John McGee as his successor. 


Current Road Shows 


Week of Aug. 29 


‘I Am Different’ 
head), Biltmore, Los Angeles. 








‘Pins and Needles,’ Geary, San 
Francisco. 

‘Sing Out the News,’ Forrest, Phila- 
delphia. 


‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence) Curran, San Francisco. 

‘What A Life,’ Wilbur, Boston (30). 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Brighton, Brighton Beach, N. Y. 


Theatre ' 
A former | 


actor (Bronson & Renee), it was | 
said he couldn’t get along with) 


(Tallulah Bank- | 


may be taken up later with a title 
change, but on the whole the tryout 
session was just a tryout with little 
result. 

Annexed table indicates the most 
likely Broadway prospects. 


Am 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


ff 
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Summer Theatres 


(NEW PLAYS) 





‘Tumbleweed,’ Keene theatre, 
‘Mirror for Children,’ Country the- 
atre, Westport, Conn. (29). 
‘Snow Train,’ Ogunquit Playhouse, 
Ogunquit, Me. (29). 
| ‘American Invasion,’ Young thea- 
tre, Centerville, Mass. (29). 
‘Dark, Wet Night,’ Hampton Play- 





house, Bridgehampton, L. I, N. Y. | 


(30). 
‘Maverick Roundup, Maverick 
theatre, Woodstock, N. Y. (1). 
‘Friday at Four,’ Wharf theatre, 
Provincetown, Mass. (29). 


‘Wuthering Heizhts,’ Litchfield the- 
atre, Litchefield, Conn. (31). 

‘Cognac,’ Newport Casino, New- 
R. I. (30). 

‘A Woman’s a Fool—To Be Clever,’ 
Stony Creek theatre, Stony Creek, 
| Conn, (29) 

‘The Headless Horseman,’ John 
| Drew Memorial theatre, East Hamp- 
|ton, N. Y. (2). 
| . 
| ‘Broken Threads,’ Theatre-in-the- 
ie Marbledale, Conn. (31). 

‘Tons of Money,’ Garrick Players, 
Kennebunkport, Me. (30). 

‘Everywhere I Roam,’ Barter the- 
atre, Abingdon, Va. (1). 


port, 





‘Jail for Sale,’ 
Suffield, Conn. (31). 

| ‘Time Plays the Devil,’ Chapel 
Playhouse, Guilford, Conn. (29). 


Wayne Moore Awarded 





Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 
Wayne Moore, stage _ producer, 
| though ordered by the court here 
ito change the title of ‘The Drunk- 
ard,’ was permitted to stage the 
play, which has been in public do- 
main for years. 

Moore was sued by Galt Bell, who 
has been showing the ancient Bar- 
num play in Hollywood for past six 
years. Court ruled that Bell had a 
prior right to the title in this town 
but that Moore could produce it 
under another name. 


Legit for Buffalo 


Buffalo, Aug. 30. 

Premiere performance of ‘Split the 
Wind,’ E. B. Ginty’s drama, former- 
ly entitled ‘Legend,’ \.ill relight the 
Erlanger Sept. 14 for four days. 

Drama deals with life of Jesse 
James, and is being presented by 
Guthrie McClintic. Cast comprises 
Dorothy Gish and Dean Jagger in 
top roles, supported b; Russell Col- 
lins, Mildred Natwick and Jose Fer- 
rar. 


‘Nation’ for Det. FTP 


Detroit, Aug. 30. 

Detroit Federal Theatre Project 
will present ‘One Thirc of a Nation’ 
as its initial fall production, starting 
Oct. 15. 

Because of the approximately 180 
| speaking parts in Arthur Arent’s 
|play, every member of Detroit 
| project, plus several from out-of- 
town projects, will have part in pro- 
| duction. 

‘Nation’ is currently in its thirty- 
| fourth week at the Adelphi, N. Y., 
for the FTP. 























12 Strawhats Get B’way Nod 








Never Change,’ ‘Uncle Harry,’ ‘M 
and ‘Broken Threads.’ 








Plays tested in the strawhats this summer and announced for Broad- 


way presentation are listed below, with the producers holding them: 
ye a ee er ee Hammerstein & Schwab 
ni o's kaa seekeawaeake dts Montgomery Ford 
‘Best Dressed Woman in the World’.............. Forrest C. Harding 
EE ROU 9 bch 454.00 siowe eae o4seKeeeceewams Ned Wayburn 
EE PE ih Gic:c SG ake OW 966 od 000480065 054 068 RS Aldrich & Myers 
oA ee eer rr rrr rere ere ere eer ere Aldrich & Myers 
“Re TIE BION in esd cdcccvrices eGseeesseanekes Brock Pemberton 
‘A Woman’s a Fool—To Be Clever’....... ists besaneuen John Wildberg 
EE EE Abd c-eseeantaseaaene:s eee rrr rer rere William Kilcullen 
"ROTO INGGUES  oosks cccscccceses WEVULE TTC RT TT Te Theatre Guild 
‘Mirror for Children’ ...... TU PTUCE LCT T Teer TET Ter Tee Theatre Guild 
ED NE. Sk C84 4s 6-59 09% 6509:940 4:06.00 000948040 503405 Rufus Phillips 





Among those evoking interest but still not set are ‘Fool’s Hill’ (The- 
atre Guild), ‘Susanna and the Elders’ (possibly Rowland Stebbins or 
Dwight Deere Wiman), ‘I Can't Help It’ (Shuberts) as well as ‘Let's 


ichael Drops In,’ ‘Latitude of Love’ 


Not included in the above is Jacques Deval’s ‘Soubrette,’ which has 
been acquired by Paramount for picture adaptation. 


Split ‘Drunkard’ Verdict 


| 
| 
| 


| casional 
Band Box theatre, | 
|adopted by 


‘Susan’ Hits $21,000, ‘Pins $0 300 


li 


In Frisco; Both H. 0. 2 More Wks. 





Road Legit Totals 


Estimated total grosses 
last week $41,800 
(Based on three shows) 
Total grosses same 
week last year $34,000 
(Based on three shows) 


B’WAY STOCK 
MULLED FOR 
ST. LOO 














St. Louis, Aug. 30. 
A New York stock company, with 
and 
in limited en- 


visiting Broadway names oc- 
shows 

the 
the 


Opera 


road 


gagements, is setup 


backers of 


Grand Playhouse here, 


season about Oct. 3. Tentative plans 


call for a 27-week season. The 
American is St. Louis’s only other 
legiter. 


The repertory sked already calls 
for the appearance of Blanche Yurka 
in ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’; 
Eugenie Leontovich in ‘Tovarich’; 
Bert Lytell in ‘Dr. Clitterhouse,’ and 
Lucille Watson in ‘Post Road.’ Other 
plays: ‘The Women,’ ‘Three Men on 
a Horse,’ ‘Boy Meets Girl’ and 
‘Bachelor Born.’ All but ‘Dr. Clitter- 
house’ and ‘Bachelor Born’ have 
been shown at the American, 


Mrs. Sam Friedman, whose estate 
at Anchorage, near Louisville, Ky., 
is the gathering place of celebs who 
attend the Kentucky Derby, has 
interested herself in the Playhouse 
and is serving as volunteer contact 
agent on the Coast. She is endeavor- 
ing to persuade stars of the stage, 
screen and radio, who have made 
personals at the theatre, formerly 
the Grand Opera House, to come 
here as guest artists. In a letter to 
Everett Taylor and George J. Fittge, 
St. Louis managers of the house, 
Cecil B. DeMille recalls that he and 
E. H. Sothern appeared in the thea- 
tre in ‘If I Were King’ 36 years ago. 


The Playhouse has been incorpo- 
rated with $75,000 and the stock- 
holders are Joseph Oppenheimer, of 
New York, who’s booking; Taylor, 
who formerly was associated with 
Oppenheimer in the management of 
the Garrick (burlesque) theatre 
here; Fittge, who’s a former assistant 
prosecuting attorney of St. Louis; 
Frank A. Mackenzie, manager of the 
Rutherford estate, which own the 
theatre property; Oscar C. Detering 
and Leo A. Maginn. 

The Grand Opera House, erected 
in 1851, has entertained some of the 











foremost stars of the stage but has 
|been dark for several years after 
;attempts to utilize it for burlesque 
|and vaudfilms failed. 





‘Letty’ Starts New FTP 
Road Setup on Sept. 14 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

‘Leaning On Letty,’ first roadshow 
to go out under new midwest Federal 
| Theatre setup, opens in Peoria, IIL, 
| Sept. 14. John McGee, regional di- 
‘rector, is setting dates covering 
inearly all of the 13 states under 
his jurisdiction. 

‘Letty’ will travel with a cast of 
14, playing mostly under local aus- 
pices, 








—— 


Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Come Across’ — Bushar & 
Tuerk-William A. Brady, 

‘Dame Nature’—Guild. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’— 
Brock Pemberton. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday’— 
Playwrights Producing Co. 

‘Lightnin’—John Golden. 

‘Split the Wind’ (‘Legend’) — 
Guthrie McClintic. 

‘Once Upon a Night’—Lau- 
rence Schwab. 

‘What a Life’ (No. 2 com- 
pany)—George Abbott. 

‘You Never Know’—Shuberts. 





skedded to open a pop price legit | 


‘Ducat Brokers Air Code 








San Francisco, Aug, 30, 

Strength of ‘Susan and God’ at the 
Curran and ‘Pins and Needles’ at the 
Geary causes both houses to hold the 
productions two weeks more. Open- 
ing Of Tallulah Bankhead in her new 
play, ‘I Am Different,’ has been post- 
poned at the Curran until Sept, 12, 
The Zoe Akins’ play will be followed 
two weeks later with Ann Harding 
in George Bernard Shaw’s ‘Candida’ 
‘Alien Corn,’ the Federal Theatre 
Project play at the Alcazar, opened a 
two-week engagement at the O’Far. 
rell street house last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Geary (1,550: 
$2.20) (3d wk). Holding up very 
well. Got healthy $9,800 , 

‘Susan and God,’ Curran (1,771: 
$2.75) (3d wk). Stories have been 
appearing in the paper that there 


is a possibility Gertrude Lawrence 
will appear in a screen version of 
‘Susan and God,’ following its world 
tour. Biz reached big $21,000. Miss 
Lawrence continues to grab plenty 
of inches in the dailies. 
WPA 

‘Alien Corn,’ Alcazar (1,269; $1.10) 
(Ist wk). After a series of comedies, 
the FTP brought forth this former 
Katharine Cornell starring vehicle, 


Baally | Publicity about red activities in the 
finally | =~“ iy ‘ 

the | FTP widely ballyhooed in the dailies, 

1e | 

| 


Biz at the Alcazar, however, con- 


| tinues about the same as in the past. 
| 








Beefs at League Sesh 


the new theatre 
held yesterday 
the League of New 
York Theatres and representatives 
of the brokers. Session was decided 
on by the League after reports of 
broker dissatisfaction with the code, 
which was adopted recently. 

James F. Reilly, executive-secre- 
tary of the League, invited repre- 
sentatives of McBride’s, Sullivan 
Kay, Postal and a group of inde- 
pendents to attend the _ confab, 
Several other indies asked and were 
permitted to attend. 

Purpose of the meeting was said 
by Reilly to be the submission to the 
brokers of the actual code. Agency 
men had previously seen only tran- 
scripts of the agreement or reports 
of what it contains, It had been re- 
ported that their chief complaint 
was the stipulation that 5c from 
every sale must go to a ‘policing’ 
fund to enforce the code. 


Conference 
ticket code 
(Tuesday) by 


on 
was 





Future Plays 





‘Waltz in Goose Step,’ melodrama, 
by Oliver H. FP. Garrett, will com- 
mence rehearsal first week in Oc- 
tober. James Dale is the lead in the 
Julien St. Charles Chauqueneau pro- 
duction, which Arthur Hopkins will 
direct. 

‘Death Is My Lover,’ new play 
tried out at the Red Barn theatre, 
Locust Valley, N. Y., last month, will 
have an early Broadway production, 
if plans of Montgomery Ford, its 
producer, materialize. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Paris success by 
Leslie and Sewell Stokes, is skedded 
to preem Oct. 11 under the auspices 
of Norman Marshall. Robert Mor- 
ley, of the English cast, arrives with 
Marshall Sept. 5 to start rehearsals. 

‘Beyond These Things,’ play about 
mental telepathy, by Leslie Floyd 
and Gertrude Ogden, has been ac- 
quired by Hal Shelton, who prom- 
ises a late September opening. 

‘Come Across,’ comedy, whose pro- 
duction will be handled by William 
A. Brady, in association with George 
Bushar and John Tuerk, is under- 
stood to be the likely season's bell- 
wether when it opens at the Play- 
house, N. Y., the week of Sept. 12. 
Play, already in rehearsal, is by Guy 
Beauchamp and Michael Pertwee. 

‘Rocket to the Moon,’ romance by 
Clifford Odets, has been placed on 
the Group Theatre’s schedule for late 
November production, with Morris 
Carnovsky set for the leading role. 

‘Gentle People, another Group 
Theatre acquisition, will preem 
shortly after ‘Rocket’ gets under way. 
Irwin Shaw wrote this comedy with 
a Coney Island locale and tentative 
plans cast Franchot Tone as one of 
the principals. 


EQUITY MEETS SEPT. 23 

Actors Equity Assn.’s first quar- 
terly meeting of the new season will 
be held Sept. 23, at the Astor hotel, 
Ms. os 

Among the matters certain to be 
considered is the association’s agree- 
ment with the League of N. Y. The- 
atres, signed several weeks ago. 
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Miller to Present Priestley Play 
On Bway Despite Opposition By 
Dramatists Guild; Warn Author 


Despite opposition by the Drama- 
tists Guild, Gilbert Miller will pre- 
sent J. B. Priestley’s ‘I Have Been 
Here Before’ on Broadway this fall. 
Preducer has announced he will 
open the drama Oct. 13 at a theatre 
yet to be selected. Wilfrid Lawson, 
who was in the show in London, will 
do it here. It had previously been 
reported that Priestley intended to 
present the play in New York him- 
elf. 

; Miller’s production of the show on 
Broadway puts the Dramatists Guild 
in a spot. Group cannot act against 


the producer, since he's not a sig- | 


natory of the minimum basic agree- 
ment. Only action it can take would 
be against Priestley, who’s a Guild 


member. When Miller first an- 
nounced ‘Here Before,’ the Guild 
immediately communicated with 


Priestley and reminded him of its 
stand against Miller, who has never 
signed the minimum basic agree- 
ment. 

It’s not known whether the Eng- 
lish playwright had already signed 
with Miller for the American pro- 
duction rights when the Guild wrote 
him. ‘Here Before’ was produced in 
London by Priestley, in association 
with a professional manager. Pos- 
sibility is that the U. S. rights were 
sold to a third person, who in turn 
sold them to Miller. Also is a chance 
that Miller financed the London 
showing. However, if Priestley dealt 
with Miller after being warned by 
the Guild, his action constitutes an 
outright defi of that organization. In 
that case it is almost certain that the 
Guild will expel him. Special] meet- 


ing will be held next week to deal | 


with the case. 
Hesitant at Priestley Ouster 


Guild would naturally be reluctant 
to oust Priestley, since that would 
bar him from dealing with any 
Broadway manager who had signed 
the basic minimum agreement. That, 
in effect, would react in Miller’s fa- 
vor as it would virtually give him an 
exclusive call on Priestley’s plays in 
the U. S. The Guild was placed in 
exactly the same spot last spring 
when Miller produced ‘Once Is 
Enough,’ by Frederick Lonsdale, an- 
other member. In that case the 
Guild withheld action as Lonsdale 
explained he had signed with Miller 
through a misunderstanding. 

Situation is particularly embarras- 
sing to the Guild since it highlights 
a glaring weakness in the minimum 
basic agreement. Hole in the pact is 
that it offers an advantage to Eng- 
lish playwrights in the American 
market. English members 
Dramatists Guild are prevented from 
accepting any terms less favorable 
than those specified in the basic 
agreement. Non-members may make 
their own terms and thereby have a 
trading advantage. 

_Under the basic agreement, any 
Signatory manager may produce one 
English play a year. He may do as 
many other plays of other languages 
as he wishes, but they must be 
adapted by Dramatist Guild mem- 
bers. Pointed out, however, that a 
Signatory manager might do as many 
English plays as he wanted in a year 
by simply forming a new corpora- 
tion to produce each one. 

Miller’s Foreign Advantage 

It's hard to see what the Guild can 
do to plug that loophole in 
agreement until it runs out in Febru- 
ary, 1941. What is particularly irri- 
tating to the Guild is that as things 


now work out Miller has an advan- | 
tage over the signatory managers in | 
acquiring foreign plays, since he can | 


deal with anyone and make any 
terms he is able. 

One thing that has prevented the 
flooding of the American market by 
foreign plays is the fact that for the 
last couple of seasons there has been 
a dearth of worthwhile plays in Eu- 
Tope. If the percentage of suitable 
Plays had been higher the Guild 


would have been in a much tighter 
Spot long ago. 

Considered certain that Priestley’s 
terms with Miller for the Broadway 


of the | 


the | 





. ' 
| production are not as favorable as he | 


|might have obtained from a signa- 
| tory manager. He may be getting 
|the regular rate of royalties, the 
| same as specified under the basic 
| agreement, but it’s thought improb- 
able that he’s getting a 60-40 split 
| on the possible film sale. Indication 
| of that is seen in Miller’s insistence 
| that he cannot produce profitably in 
| New York under the basic agree- 
|ment. If he hasn’t obtained better 
| terms from Priestley than those set 
| by the basic agreement there would 
| be little point in his refusal to sign 
the Guild pact. Previously pointed 
out that signing the basic agreement 
wouldn’t hinder Miller from doing 
as many English plays as he wanted, 
merely by forming separate corpora- 
tions. 


MOHAWK STARS 
SET FOR °39 
BY COBURN 





Schenectady, Aug. 30. 

General Director Charles Coburn, 
of the Mohawk Drama Festival, has 
announced the engagement of four 
| guest stars and the names of two of 
ithe seven plays for the fifth season 
next year. Walter Hampden, who 
| drew well this year in ‘Trilby,’ will 
return to do Mephistopheles in a new 
| version of Gothe’s ‘Faust.’ Frances 
Starr, seen here during 1937 and 
| 1938, will come back to star either in 
| ‘Rose of the Rancho’ or ‘She Stoops 
'to Conquer.’ Jean Muir, featured 
this summer in Shakespeare’s ‘Much 
| Ado About Nothing,’ will appear in 
| another of the Bard’s works, ‘Mid- 
;summer Night’s Dream.’ With Miss 
| Muir, as Helena, will be Coburn, as 
| Bottom, and Mary Hutchinson, a reg- 
ular member of the Festival troupe, 
as Puck. A ballet staged by the Mar- 





mein Sisters will be a part of 
‘Dream.’ 
Cornelia Otis Skinner 


brought here 
selected. At least one modern play 
will be among the others staged. 





Malden Bridge, N. Y., Aug. 30. 

The Nell Gwyn theatre, here, 
closed its ninth season last week, bill 
for final week being ‘Goodbye Again.’ 
|Strawhatter is an adjunct of the 
| Bishop-Lee Dramatic School, Boston. 
| Numbered several society debs on its 
| roster this year. 
| William Wright, leading man of the 


theatre and a member of the com- | 


| pany for seven summers, is reported 
leaving for Hollywood to fill a con- 
‘tract with Columbia Pictures. 





Schenectady, Aug. 30. 

Hugh Norton, of Albany, junior 
member of the Mohawk Drama Fes- 
tival cast, will play the old man, 
Zeb, in John Golden’s Broadway pro- 
|duction of ‘Lightnin’, with Fred 
Stone, as he did in the play’s recent 
Festival presentation. 

Norton is a former broadcaster 
over WGY, Albany. Muriel Hutch- 
inson and John Griggs are other Fes- 
tival troupers engaged by Golden for 
the revival. 





Maplewood, N. J., Aug. 29. 
| Frank McCoy and O. O. Wee are 
| presenting Douglass Montgomery in 
‘Night Must Fall’ at the Maplewood 
theatre, Maplewood, N. J., for one 
week beginning Monday night (5), 
with Ethel Wilson, King Calder 
Ethel Britton and Helen Vert 

Nat Burns, who played original 
N. Y. role of Judge in ‘High Tor’ with 
Mohawk Drama Festival Co. last 
week, had played part 48 times al- 
ready this summer. 
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MONT Ho F 
aNUW IMPORTS 


‘Australia Circuits Book 
| American, English Plays, 
Calling for $1,000,900 Ex- 
penditure—Also Film- 
Radio Tieups 


170 ARTISTS 














SIGN 


Legit productions to fill 15 solid 
}months’ playing time are being 
| booked in New York, London and 
| Hollywood for presentation in Aus- 
| tralia and New Zealand beginning 
| this fall. 
director of Australia-New Zealand 
| Theatres, Ltd., is currently in New 
| York winding up the deals. Ex- 
| pected the contracts will include 
| more than a score of U. S. and Eng- 
| lish shows and call for an expendi- 
ture of more than $1,000,000. 
| Presentations are to play in Aus- 
'tralia and New Zealand houses op- 
|erated by J. C. Williamson Theatres, 
| Ltd., and the J. & N. Tait Concert 
| Management, which are controlled 
| by ANZT. Deals also involve film 
|and radio angles, as ANZT also has 
|a tieup with the Australian broad- 
| casting iridustry, National Films and 
| newspapers there. Wherever possi- 
| ble, Rolls is signing artists who can 
few: only play in several legit shows, 
|but might also appear in pictures 
| when and if National works out a 
production schedule to fit in with the 
| legit plans. Same artists would also 
; do radio work. 
| Shows so far bought, or optioned, 
| by Rolls include ‘I Married an An- 
| gel,’ 
Time’ and, from London, ‘Me and 
| Walk was introduced), ‘Robert’s 
| Wife,” the Russian’ Ballet 
| Covent Garden (its first engagement 
| out of England), ‘Crest of the Wave,’ 
\‘Tulip Time,’ ‘I Killed the Count,’ 
| ‘Switzerland’ (ice revue), two com- 
bined Clifford C. Fischer shows 
|from the London Casino, ‘Nine 
| Sharp,’ ‘The Fleet’s Lit Up’ (London 
Bw gg es musical), as well as the 
Folies Bergere show from Paris. 

Rolls is also dickering for a num- 
ber of other U. S. successes of this 
and previous seasons. He’s trying to 
| get Sir Cedric Hardwicke to go to 


| and Substance’ company, which ends 





| 


Ernest C. Rolls, managing | 





| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


| 
| 


‘The Women,’ ‘On Borrowed | Goq’ to follow Oct. 16, 


| 


and, | a ap, | rowed 
|My Girl’ (in which the Lambeth} prank ¢ 


from | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Australia with the whole ‘Shadow | terday (29) with a children’s play, 


will be its tour on the Coast next summer, | ast. 
in a piece not yet| and is dickering with Pauline Lord | unit, opens there Sept. 25. 


|to take over a company to tour in| 


| repertory. In addition, he’s trying 
| to sign a number of concert artisfs 
,for tour, possibly including Grace 
| Moore and Grisha Goluboff, 16-year- 
| old violinist. 

Expects to Sign 170 

| Rolls expects to sign about 170 ar- 
tists in New York, London and on 
the Coast. Among those already set 
are Susan Jackson, Dorothy Zimmer, 
|'Debby Dare and Doris Packer for 
‘The Women’; Bernice 
Maryon Dale and George Dobbs for 
the Vivienne Siegel, Audrey Chris- 
tie and Charles Walters parts, 
| spectively, in ‘Angel’; Lina Basquette 
and Henry Mollinson. Besides the 
artists he signs in the U. S. and Eng- 
land, he will recruit the balance of 
his troupes from among Australian 
players. 

Directors, production talent, etce., 
signed includeeMacklin Megley, who 
will be assistant to Rolls on mu- 
sicals; Rowland T. Edwards, assistant 
on straight Horace Sheldon, 
musical director of the London Pal- 
ladium, and Dean Ecley, film dance 
director. 

Huddles on Bookings 

George Dean, co-managing direc- 
tor of ANZT, and Ken Asprey. 
chairman, will arrive Sept. 5 on the 
Coast from Australia and will hud- 
dle with Rolls. They will then hop 
to New York to wind up any deals 
still hanging fire and possibly make 
other legit buys. ANZT plans to 
carry on its booking of legit shows 
jhere and in London as a permanent 
policy to keep its houses lighted 
Rolls will make trips to the U. S 
and England for talent and produc- 
about twice a year 


Cast of ‘The Women’ will 


shows: 


tions 


ail Sept. 


| another house. 
| with Sam Gerson of the local Shu- 


| son, 


Claire, | 


re- 
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ARKET DOWN UNDER 





Hallie Flanagan Plans Nat'l Theatre 
With Federal Backing If WPA Exits; 


Would Not Clash 


+ 





Well, How About It? 


Roberta Becker, of the Rob- 
inson Smith office, is still try- 
ing to figure an answer for a 
question tossed at her last week 
by a young legiter. Lad strolled 
into the office and inquired if 
there was anything for him in 
the Maurice Evans ‘Hamlet’ re- 
vival. 

On being told that ‘Hamlet’ 
was all cast, the thesper dead- 
panned back with, ‘How about 
the other parts?’ 





|atres relinquish control Sept. 10 
Sam Grisman takes over on the | 
15th, but has not announced what 











4 BWAY SHOWS 
SLATED FOR 
CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 
Legit showing signs of life. Al- 
though no new shows will open up 
for Labor Day, Harris, Selwyn, 
Blackstone and possibly Grand will 
unshutter shortly with last season’s 
Broadway clicks. ‘Golden Boy,’ with 
Luther Adler and Frances Farmer, 
comes into the Harri. Sept. 12, with 
Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Susan and | 
‘On Ber- 
Time,’ with Dudley Digges, 
onroy and Peter Holden, 

will open at the Selwyn Sept. 26. 


Some talk about reviving ‘Blossom | 
Time’ for the Grand. Will depend | 
greatly on playdate for ‘I’d Rather | 
Be Right,’ which is scheduled for | 
house. Blackstone reverts to pro- | 
fessional theatre, when Federal The- 





he’ll open there. ‘Power,’ FTP propa- 
ganda piece, will remain until the 
10th. 


FTP relighted Great Northern yes- 


| 


‘Little Black Sambo’ with a colored 
‘Mikado,’ also FTP colored 
Federal 


Theatre is scouting for 


Said to be dickering 


bert office, but doubtful if a house 
will be available during winter sea- 
Possible that FTP may take 
over nabe house, several in town 
being available and suitable for legit. 





Ann Harding, Cavanaugh — 
To Play in S. F. ‘Candida’ 


| 





San Francisco, Aug. 30. 

Ann Harding and Paul Cavanaugh | 
will appear in a Homer Curran pro- | 
duction of ‘Candida,’ by George | 
Bernard Shaw, at the Curran here, | 
Sept. 26. 


Shaw’s ‘Candida’ 


was last pre- 
sented here by Katharine Cornell, 
several years ago. Play is set for 


two weeks. 





14 from Los Angeles for Australia 
with Rolls. ‘Angel’ troupe will fol- 
low Oct. 12. The Clifford C. Fischer 
shows will sail from London in 


February, possibly with eight show 


girls from there and a similar num- 
ber picked up in New York. The 
ice revue will leave in May, when 
Rolls expects to have his ice plant 
ready in Sydney and his loca} skat- 
ers trained ifficiently to join the 
names Goluboff will leave in Feb 
ruary and it hoped Miss Moore 
will go out in April. The ballet from 
Covent Garden, London, is already 
on its way, having sailed Aug. 19 


Its tour will open Sept. 29 in Mel 


bourne. 


| P . 
up similar 


with Commercials 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Survival of the Federal 

a national even the 

demise of the Works Project Admin- 

istration is the plan of Hallie Flana- 

gan, national director of the Fedetal 
Theatre. 


Theatre as 


subsidy after 


Convinced that there is a real de- 
sire and need for a national theatre 
in order to give live entertainment 
tc those who would otherwise be 
deprived of such entertainment, Miss 
Flanagan is looking ahead to a setup 
which would provide legit and 
vaudeville shows to federal em- 
ployees, such as the Army and Navy, 
with the shows routed on a regular 
schedule into the Army camps and 
naval stations. 

Slated for Parks 


Shows would also be routed into 
the parks under Federal jurisdiction, 
These shows would be for the gen- 
eral public, and would be booked 
primarily on a summer-time basis 
so as not to compete with the regu- 
lar commercial theatres. They would 
figure on a basis similar to the 
strawhat theatres which are spread 
throughout the east, but which are 


pretty rare in the midwest, south 
and west. 
National theatre would be in a 


position to do shows which would 
not ordinarily receive a hearing in 
the commercial theatre, and also 
provide an opportunity for a hear- 
ing of new writers, performers and 
technicians. 

More Flexibility 


While the national theatre would 
hive all the elements which make 
organizations in other 
countries, it would differ in that it 
would be built with sufficient flexi- 
bility to permit the general run of 
the population to see these shows, 
not only in the key cities, but in the 


| distant cornors. 


Feeling is that the FTP has done 


|so much good in reviving a liking 


for legit entertainment among the 
general public and has brought legit 
to such large groups of people who 
had not previously been able to see 
a legit show, that the general good 
o. the entire project should be pre- 
served by the establishment of a na- 
tional theatre under federal subsidy, 
even after the immeciate need for 
the WPA project may have disap- 
peared. 


Lanny Ross to Play 
In ‘Fever’ at Ogunquit 


Lanny Ross will appear at the 
Ogunquit Playhouse the week be- 
ginning Sept. 5 in ‘Petticoat Fever.’ 

Supporting Ross will be Irene Ted- 
roe, Damian O’F lynn, John Williams, 
William Swetland and Tony Bickley. 


Cohan En Route Home 


London, Aug. 30. 
M. Cohan is due in New 
York this week, having sailed from 
here on Aug. 26. 
Joe Schenck, 


George 


chairman of 20th- 


Fox, and Raymond Massey are 
scheduled to sail for America to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 
Matt Allen’s Play 
Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 

Matt Allen formerl ciated 
with Henry Duffy, is returning to 
legit with a new comedy, ‘The Red 
Bumblebee,” by Robert L. Craig, due 
to open ) r 

Play deals with Lola Montez and 
Joaguin Murieta, historically promie 
nent characters of early California, 
Allen plans to take the piece east 


ar cee 
after tryout 


Francisco. 


in Los Angeles aud San 
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+ the groove all the way: Irene Ted- 
SOUBRETTE roe is a standout in the substantial 
Ogunquit, Me., Aug. 26. role of his mother, and vig ~ 
Comedy in three acts (3 scenes) by | Swetland clicks as the officious DL 
Jacques Deval; presented by Walter Hart- | ler, 
wig. Stars Else Argal. Settings, Johannes Doris Day is convincing as the 
ar age - le sll rp nal hapa or : Cook snooty daughter; Horace Sinclair has 
on aati tne Beds Be ... Els Argal| a bit part as a doctor, but makes the 
Joris. . ee ahs roy Willlam Swetland | most of it; Leila Ernst 1s too effusive 
Wilbur Massuber.........Damian O'Flynn | at times in her characterization of 
Dr. Percy Gooch..... eee Horace Sinclair the fluffy blonde to whom the Car- 
a Rl co 2 ne a oe eae rington son is engaged, off and on. | 
Deborah Massuber.........Daisy Athertor Johannes Larsen did a good setting | 
Auriot Masuuber.....-++ ...Leila Ernst | on the lush duplex living room. 
Mrs. Schlessinger..........- Helen Salinger Fox. 
With both the play and Else Ar- ° 
gal, the star, showing for the first THE PRIZE NOVEL 
time to American audiences, the oc- ee: a 
casion is about tops, from all angle Keene, N. H., Aug. 20. 
Broadway needs a play like ‘Sou- F ea Geo Miteh 
brette’ and a new, charming per- 3 te am E 
sonality like Miss Argal Unf re | = P : 
tunately, the books do not indicate : : 
an imminent playdate on the Stem. | \ Nell 3 
Jacques Deval is working on the meet | 
film adaptation for Paramount, ; - ee st 
which will have Olympe Bradna 1N | @,,;365 Lamb G eg Ate 
the lead role. Martha Wilmerding Gibbs aie | 
Miss Argal (Mrs. Deval) enchants | ..,..,e:n Barrett Gibbs....Barbara Parker 
with her delineation of the beaute-| j53) oe... Barry Mahoot 
ous, generous, ingenious French girl, | Jo ett aee tase George Pearson 
who comes into an American home era shane Githe Chaster 4. Tes “pte 
secretly as bride of the son and et nee ft caaed Wiaeieaee 
poses as a maid until the family for- | \ony sparks..........Freeman Hammond 
tune has been veered off the rocks. | kenedy........ John Ferguson 
‘Soubrette’ has a romantic undertone — 
similar to “Tovarich,’ which Deval Patterned after ‘Royal Family,’ 
also wrote and it’s this quality, plus | this daffy farce involves a household 
the star’s ace interpretation of the | of writers. Income source is the 


central character that makes it thor- 
oughly sustaining and refreshing. 
Role of Francoise is rich, as are 
the situations framing it: clandestine 
boudoir meetings between maid and 
her husband (Donald Cook }¥ rescue 
of the head of the house from sul- 
cide; pleading with her mistress to 
let her stay on without pay when 
the family treasury sags, and Fran- 
coise’s salvation of the _ spoiled 


| daughter, 


weekly paycheck of the non-writing 
Elizabeth 
who works in an office as secretary. 

The father, a passe essayist; the 
mother, a household hint radio 
gusher; a son, who dabbles in mur- 
der mysteries; a daughter, who 
writes sexy trash, and a second son 
who rouses the rabble at Union 


S 
Wednesday, August 31, 1938 
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come confusing. Essentially, it’s a 
| burlesque of a farce. 
| Harriet E. MacGibbon registers as 
| the silly mother, Freeman Hammond 
does well as the blase newspaper- 
man, and Nell McCoy and Robert 
Lambert are okay in minor servant 
roles. Don Ferrar and Irving Fried- 
man rush their lines so that they are 
unintelligible at times. 

A red, white and blue set Is color- 
ful, but more suggestive of a kitchen 
than the living room its aimed to 
represent 

‘Novel’ 
rendition 1s 
Par. 


formula may be okay but 
far below I 
Fox. 





Mirror for Children 





‘ 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 29. 
Drama by Merrill Rogers presented by 
ence Langner and Armina Marshal 
l ! } harir Alexander Onslow 
5 ! Hart Wag fe G 
s ‘ " 5 At I ‘ in y 
isé 
arr } “4 Ann Kay 
! S i peth Er 
\Ia Geo te Harvey 
fa I I Katt 1 Alexander 
M t mst ( 1 ne ‘I ll 
at vi h Onslow Stevens 
; H rd. cee Dorothy Patten 
Hannatfor ‘ oes William David 
m Sprague ‘ _ Wilton Graff 


A tryout for the Theatre Guild, 
whose theme of havoc wrought by 
malicious gossip recalls ‘The 


adults of a small community who 


| babble harmfully about a youngster 
|and ruin the 15-year-old innocent’ 


Barrett Gibbs, | 


| tion. 


. >t | 
| Square, all live on the hope of win- | 


daughter, who considers degradation | 


as a way out of the poverty threat. 
Much third-act humor centers 
about the revelation that the maid is 


| Gibbs 


blessed eventing, and the perplexity | 


of her employers over her happiness. 


ning a $10,000 prize in a novel-writ- 
ing contest. 


One of their servants cops the 


prize, and at the final curtain the | 


family is still frantically 
marking time as it rushes into re- 
spective cubicles to work on another 
contest, to find all the typewriters 
non- 


h a superfluity of 


lines, the production here is played 


Players running 


in and out of rooms all night, vault- 


By the time the son openly claims | 1 v 
her as his bride the Carrington fam- | have been appropriated for 
ily is again on easy street, with the payment. 5 
bossy butler faced with the new | Overloaded wit 
duty of serving his former ened 
member breakfast in bed. at a too-hasty pace. 

Walter Hartwig casted excellently | 


with the entire company apvarently | 
inspired by the play 
they so capably support. 


and the star 


| ing balustrades, shooting guns, perch- 
| ing on fireplace mantels, and the al- 
Cook is in! most constant ringing of bells, be- 




















Back to America in June 


CARDINI 


The Archetype of His Profession 


AFTER APPEARING NINE MONTHS 
AT THE LONDON PALLADIUM. 
FIVE WEEKS SAVOY HOTEL, 
LONDON-—CIRO’S—EMBASSY- 
INCLUDING A MONTH IN SWEDEN 
AND TWO WEEKS IN PARIS 


AND SAILING AGAIN SEPTEMBER 17 
FOR A RETURN TOUR TO EUROPE 


NOW APPEARING 


AT 


ILLY ROSES 
“CASA MANANA’ 


NEW YORK 


Direction—WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


life. 

Wholesome daughter of two subur- 
ban artists spends a night in a fish- 
ing shack with a friend of her par- 
ents and worthless observer brings 
the story back to town. 
club set pounces upon the informa- 
tion and parents hurt the girl when 
they refuse to believe her explana- 
A physician verifies her inno- 
cence, but the girl is crushed by the 
manner in which she has been vic- 
timized, and tries to shoot herself. 

Play has been written in one key 
and the moving climaxes must be 
credited to Harry Wagstaff Gribble’s 
direction and the actors. Story is 
scarcely a pleasant one, concentrat- 
ing too doggedly on the products of 
idle mischief. 

Katharine Alexander and Onslow 
Stevens are the parents and Virginia 
Ann Kaye their unfortunate off- 
spring. All three are good. Wilton 
Graff impresses as the man accused. 


Gribble appeared for the stricken | 


William Daziz the last minute and 

scored heavily in comedy role. Kar? 

Stephanek’s settings are sati-‘actory. 
Doul. 


Time Plays the Devil 
Guilford, Conn., Aug. 29. 


Comedy-drama in three acts (four scenes) 


by Larry Johns and Frances Works; pre- 
sented by Johns at Chapel Playhouse, Guil- 
ford, Conn., Aug. 29, ’38). 

AMON HAYES. ccccsccosvccsees Noel Warwick 


Mark Reynolds.... 


»-John Balmer 
Marion Reynolds... 


scocseeoeees- Olive Warren 


Dick Bradshaw...ccccccsoees-James Lawry 
Peter Glad...... o ecccccccceeee- Larry Johns 
Rhoda Glad....cccccccccccecessJOaN Sudlow 
Barbara Kent..... eoccccesee-Alice Cheney 
| ee sesvcessess- LON Begenau 


In ‘Time Plays the Devil,’ its 
fragile writing and casting fail to 
compensate for an excellent setting, 
a mountain lodge summer home. 
|There’s nothing here for Broadway 
or pictures. 

| ‘Anonymously Yours’ had been 
| Originally scheduled, but late switch 
brought in ‘Devil.’ 

Plot concerns wealthy novelist, 
Bradshaw (James Lawry), who 
| writes a group of friends to spend a 
month at his summer home. Gets 
the idea of putting them all in his 
next book and is making progress 
along that line when a femme guest 
discovers what’s going on. There’s a 
lot of criss-cross romance indulged 
in by various married members of 
the company and when guests learn 
that their host has it 
black and white they stage a riot. 

Bradshaw’s erstwhile 
pops into the scene, jumbles things 
up nicely and ends by rekindling 
their love for each other. Additional 
angles include reconciliations be- 


| disillusionment of a youngster, who 
|has gone romantic on Bradshaw’s 
| mistress, 


Lawry, Noel Warwick and Olive 


Edward Childs Carpenter, can steam 
right into Broadway, after a little 
repair, and stay there for a good 
yart of the winter. Opening scene 
could be trimmed down to 
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(Continued on page 63) 


Breadway | 


Chil- | 
dren’s Hour,’ except this time it’s the | 


Country- | 


Play Out-of Town 
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SING OUT THE NEWS| Plezsantly sung by Mary Jane Wal, 
and Michael Loring, and ‘Plaza § 
Philadelphia, Aug. 29. | 9423,’ an ironical solo on ¢ Nege edy 
| Revue in two acts, presented by _Max | cation, is well delivered by Sherman 
| Gordon in association with George S. Kauf- Two numbers that are complete d . 
|} man and Moss Hart. Conceived and di- h a: i atelineie * i uds 
| rected by Charles Friedman; lyrics and ere are e swingy ‘How Long Can 
| music by Harold J. Rome; settings, Jo | Love Keep Laughing’ and ‘Cafe So- 
| Mielziner; dances, Dave Gould; costumes, | ciety,” which was built fo: the Broad 
2 At Forrest theatre, Aug way mob. ad-« 
“Cast: Hiram Sherman, Philip Loeb, Will Rome's score 1s generally 200d 
Geer, Charles Lawrence, Joey Faye, Mi- | with ‘Man of the Year.’ ‘Franklin D’ 
chael Loring, Christina Lind, ae Roosevelt Jones,’ ‘Ordinary Man: 
llomy, Ginges Manners, Mary Jane Waist, land ‘My Heart 1s Unemployed,” ou 
Lewis and Van, Burton Pierce and Daisy standing. Most of the numbers, how. 
Bernier, ever, depend on the lyrics, 
—_ Sherman and Loeb are outstanding 
First reaction of most of the first- i humor side, with Miss Walsh 
nighters who flocked in_ staunch | Chari topping the femmes. Loring 
numbers to see Max Gordon's 1arles Lawrence, 


new : Geer and Faye 
aren't far ' 


revue open Philadelphia’s 1938-39 acm a a 
legit season at the Forrest theatre | 1 mete rould has done well by the 
f . "AL “AG ¢ ‘ri adme 

was one of astonishment at the | ‘° nen va direction, and Fi iedman di- 
’ . y “Acta qr . ar . . : : “igh 
{show's open espousal of the New | rected particularly well, the intrin. 
‘ sically dramatic scenes emplovin, 
Deal. the N : : nploying 
-1 op 2d “Oo < Tr ot ) ) > or 
‘Sing Out the News,’ followup ef- eet Players. Both of them are 
f + by Char] F im i Har highlights of the show. Jo Mielziner’s 
ort by Charles Friedman anc BP | cate ae ane g 

: sets are up to his standard 

old J. Rome, who leaped into the F ‘ 


| spotlight with ‘Pins and Needles,’ is | 
far more lavish in production fea- 
| tures than ‘Pins’ and contains enough | 
saustic wit and timely satire of cur- 
| 

| 


As a show, ‘Sing’ stands every 
chance of clicking solidly on Broad. 
way, with comparatively few physi- 
cal changes being necessary beyond 
the usual cutting (first night curtain 
here was 11.30). General reaction 
right now, to show's political stand 


rent events to make it a candidate 
|for early-season musical comedy 
| honors. But there were many at the 


hasn’t missed a trick. ‘ 
As lined up now, Act I contains 
most of the evening’s cream. In <¢ 
|show of this kind, which leans so 
| heavily on the innuendos, sly humor 
|and subtle inferences of its lyrics, 
| even the best of them begin to pall 
before the end. And some of the 
|author’s second-act lyrical lampoon- | 
| ing does have a sophomoric flavor. 


| will, however, > wor ratchi 

| premiere who expressed wonder that lIt’s Ma 7 = Moho inka aie 

|the show’s barbs were not more thing is certain: it doesn’t str ‘dle 

}evenly divided. As an Administra-|the fence =’ We rie dle 
tion vote-catcher the new revue : —s 


ee) 


Strawhat Bookings 


Douglass Montgomery, Escher 
Leeming, Henry Hull, Jr., Robert 
Hanley, Helen Marcy, Gordon Alder- 
man, Ernest Woodward, Dorothy 
Neumann, Thom Conroy, ‘The Wind 
and 





| After an introductory number, fr Brag at Theatre-By-The-Sea, 
neatly delivered by Hiram Sherman, | flizabeth _ McCormick Willi 

| expressing aims and ideas of the re- | Christopher Fritz Behr Paul 

| vue, the GOP takes its first slap of | Benard. ‘Work for the Giants’ 

| the evening in a sketch—‘I Married te 


Nabnasset theatre, Westford, Mass. 


|a Republican’—in which an angel de- Lucy Monroe, Earle Oxford, Nina 











mistress | 


| 
| 
| 


_tween misunderstood mates and the | 


| Warren do what they can unavail- |lowup of ‘West on West End Ave. 


ingly. Staging, uncredited, is medio- | 
| cre, Bone. 
SNOW TRAIN 
Ogunquit, Me., Aug. 29. 
Melodrama by Edward Childs Carpenter: 
presented by Walter Hartwig. Staged by 
fartwig Settings, Johannes Larsen. At 
Ogcungu Me., Aug. 29, '38 
1 ¢ i Dorathe Burgess 
lagel« -— seeseceessesssekrene Tedroe 
lean Gracey. Coocccsccessess DOOMe Day 
tam Hitchcock eeoesseses DONA Cook 
Jerome Bodeer..ecceeee-Carl Benton Reid 
Ae ah Lt PERE eT ee Virginia Larned 
Nellie Badger. .e.e. e-eoes.. Irina Alexander 
Luigi Tasso......ee eoeees+- Richard Rauber 
| Charlie Shaw ecee -William Swetland 
Nick Sullivan. ..ccocse Damian O'Flynn 
Peter Clayburn.. Tony Bickley 


|ture with a bang 


all down in | male, ‘Congressional Minstrels,’ in 





‘Snow Train,’ a comedy meller by 


a brief | 
»relog and the climax could stand | 


scends on a meeting of the Republi- 
can National Committee and decides 
that he’s in favor of everything the 
New Deal stands for. From then on 
it’s a New Deal show with only a 
few exceptions. If in some numbers 
—for example, ‘Man of the Year,’ 
magnificently sung and played by 
the large colored contingent—some 
may profess to find subtle sarcasm 
in its praise of F.D.R., you can set 
it down in black and white that the 
majority of most audiences won't 
take it that way. 

Mayor La Guardia comes in for at- 
tention in one of the best lyrical 
skits of the show, ‘Up Fiorello!’ 
which, although it has its digs, won’t 
cause the slightest offense and pre- 
sents Phil Loeb in a first-rate im- 
personation of the mayor. 

Politics is deserted for the time 
being in ‘Gone with the Revolution,’ 
a film travesty that would have land- 
ed better here had ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(M-G) been seen on local screens. 
With actual names used, this sketch 
rings the bell repeatedly with effec- 
tive satire when directtor W. S. Van 
Dyke, Norma Shearer and the entire 
Metro lot are thrown into a panic on 
finding, half-way through the filming 
of the historic special, that a revolu- 
tion busts in on the romance. A 
highlight of this number is the per- 
formance of Sherman, playing Rob- 
ert Morley’s role of Louis XVI. 

After these three numbers, first 
act stumbles a trifle, but there is 
stuff to be extracted from ‘Peace and 
the Diplomat,’ effective dance rou- 
tines in which the Goddess of Peace 
is kicked around by various embat- 
tled nations. 

Politics comes back into the pic- 
in the first-act 


which the refusal of the country’s 
two law-passing bodies to pass presi- 
dential bills, is ribbed. Will Geer, 
ably flanked by Loeb and Sherman, 
is outstanding here. 

Act II is much more tepid. The 
‘Tell Me Pretty Maiden’ takeoff, 
which opens and shows how present- 
day chorines are politically and so- 
ciologically-minded, doesn’t quite 
jell. Loeb does an amusing satire on 
cowboy ditties but it suffers as a fol- 


nue.” 


Show’s most pretentious dance bal- 
let (with song) follows. Called ‘My 
Heart Is Unemployed,’ it should click 
when pruned a little. Lampooning of 
capitalists lolling on Palm Beach 
sands is mildly amusing but far too 
long. Colored section of cast clicks 
again solidly with another street- 
scene affair, ‘One of These Days.’ 

‘Rhumba on the Right,’ introduc- 
ing names of Dorothy 
Walter Lippman and Westbrook 
Pegler, may find more general ap- 
peal in New York; just so-so here 

One of the revue’s funniest 
most pungent sketches is ‘A Liberal 
Education,’ with Joey Faye seoring 
nicely as Loeb’s ‘liberal’ son, who 
sets kicked around by both sides. 
The finale, which again goes abroad 
for inspiration, and shows Chamber- 
lain as a Swiss mountain climber 
trying to balance six would-be bel- 
ligerent nations, is pretty flat stuff 
and leads to a conventional climax 

Two straight numbers are ade- 
quate; ‘Just An Ordinary Man’ is 


Thompson, | 


and | 


Clivette, Louis Sorin, Ralph Bunker, 
‘Meet My Sister,’ Chapel theatre, 
Great Neck, N. Y. 

Laurette Taylor, Barry Thomson, 
‘Candida,’ Westchester Playhouse, 
Mt. Kisco, WN. Y. 

Kate Warriner, Edward Massey, 
Joe Souther, William Dorbin, Ross 
Matthew, William Watkins, Edmonia 
|Nolley, Vicky Abbott. Virginia Smith 
and Larry Bolton, ‘Silas, the Chore 
Boy,’ Ridgeway theatre, White 
Plains, N. Y. 

Shepperd Strudwick. Anne Revere, 
| Katherine Emery, Wesley Addy, Les- 
jter Damon, Robert Allen, Jabez 
Gray, Erford Gage, Frank Downing, 
Virginia Keller, Anne Driscoll, Helen 
Wynn, Barbara Dale, Clair Kramer, 
Emily Davie, ‘The Good Hope,’ Surry 
theatre, Surry, Me. 

Violet Heming, ‘There’s Always 
Juliet,’ Bass Rocks theatre, Glouces- 
ter, Mass. 

Laurette Taylor, Day Tuttle, Barry 
Thomson, Mildred Dunnock. George 
Graham, Jules Schmidt, ‘Candida,’ 
it mana Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 





Tonio Selwart, Leo Bulgakov, 
Jeanne Casselle, Joanna Roos, Alan 
Hewitt, Stiano Braggiotti. Doris 
Rich, William Bendix, Matthew 
Smith, Edgar Kent. Hayden Rorke, 
Elizabeth Leon, ‘Cognac,’ Newport 
Casino theatre, Newport. R. I. 

Grant Mills, George Macready, A. 
H. Van Buren, Susan Fox, Kathryn 
Givney, Ben Lackland, Jessamine 
Newcomb, Jane Jonson. Keenan 
Wvnn, Owen Davis, Jr., ‘Blind Alley, 
Lakewood Players. Skowhegan, Me. 

Lucy Monroe. Earl Oxford, Nina 
Olivette, Louis Sorin. Ralph Bunker, 
Oscar Stirling, Albert Tarbell, 
Jacqueline Salter, ‘Meet My Sister, 
Chavel: theatre, Great Neck, N. Y. 

Helen Haves, Walte: Abel, Viola 
Roache. J. W. Austin, Nondas Met- 
'ealfe, Ian Martin, Boyd Davis, Far- 
rell Pelly. Frances Fahren. Alan 
Handley. Robert Gundlach, Charles 
Collins, ‘What Everv Woman Knows, 
County theatre, Suffern, N. Y. a 

Velma Royton, Harry Young. Nina 
Partridge, Robert Duke, 
Batcheller. Houseley Stevens. 
Barrere, Betty Macdonald, Stephan’ 
Svector, Frank Rothe, ‘The Sea Gull. 
Woodstock Playhouse, Woodstock, 
N 


. . 





Engagements 





to the Left? _ 
‘Thirty Days 


‘Sing Out the 


Loretta Lee, ‘Swing 
| Alison Skipworth, 
| Hath September.’ 
| Edward Matthews, 
| News.’ 
Stanley Becker, Cre Boy 
Helen Craig, ‘Soliloquy. ea 
Alan Bunce, Vicki Cummins» 
‘Once Upon a Night.’ 
Barbara Robbins, Percy 
|‘Clear All Wires.’ ta Hugh 
| Joe Allen, Benay Venuta, ©", 
| Marlowe. ‘Kiss the Boys Gooeny sb 
| Paul Duke, Georve Church, 





. uu 
eopic 


Kilbride, 


eam yra- 
ert Lawrence, ‘The Boys trom S} 
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Broadway 


Bernard, Hollywood agent, 
een radio deals. ; 
Georgie and Lorain Price expect 
their second baby any day now. 
T. D. Kemp, Jr., Paramount 
ker for Southern theatres, in 


town last week. 

Alan Corelli distributed 50 pounds 
of fish caught at Fire Island to Main 
Stem pals last week. 

Harold Smith, Hays’ rep in Paris, 
due back in October. First trip to 
the U. S. in eight years. 

Mrs. Florence Marsion, eastern rep 
of the Screen Actors Guild, due to 
motor east early 1 October. 

Carl Fisher and Mary Mason, back 
from Bermuda holiday, closed their | 
Westport, Conn., summer home. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., vet vaudevillian, 

lays his first cabaret date at West 
End (N. J.) Casino this weekend. 


Carl Krueger is leaving United | 
Artists. Had been handling exploi- | 
tation under Monroe Greenthal. 


Julian T. Abeles en route back 
east from Frisco by motor. The- 
atrical attorney arrives this week. 


Vincent Youmans, composer, after 
his periodic sojourn in Denver, mak- | 
ing the Broadway rounds on busi- 
ness. 

Broadway moved to Philadelphia 
Monday night for the preem of Max 
Gordon’s new musical, ‘Sing Out the 
News.’ 

Les Whalen, foreign publicity 
manager for 20th-Fox, has returned 
from month’s business trip and vaca- 
tion on the Coast. 

Songwriter’s Guild will hold a 
benefit around mid-November, cele- 
brating its second anniversary, 
headed by Gerald Griffin. 

Tommy Dorsey’s 14-year-old 
daughter, Patricia, is currently re- 
covering at Doctor’s hospital, New 
York, from minor operation. 

Victrola records over a public ad- 
dress system will be installed in the 
Abe Minsky-I. H. Herk reopened 
Gaiety theatre as a stage unit. 

Harry Novak, Warner’s supervisor 
for Argentina, Chile and Uruaguay, 
expected in this week from Buenos 
Aires, where he headquarters. 

Lou (Rinzler &) Frisch (Rand- 
force circuit) feted with a birthday 
party at the Tavern on Monday. It 
was his 50th. Sam Rinzled hosted. 

Tommy Rockwell back to Houston 
Monday (29) to attend funeral of his 
mother-in-law, Edna Masterson. Just 
got in last week from Texas biz trip. 

The Archie Mayos off last night on 
the Statendam for five weeks’ vaca- 
tion abroad. May be longer if Sam 
Goldwyn doesn’t summon him back. 

Len Gaynor returned to his desk 
as publicity-exploitation counsel at 
20th-Fox this week after more than 
two weeks up in the woods on his 
vacation. 

Harry Cohn back to the Coast fol- 
lowing the Music Hall preem of ‘You 
Can’t Take It with You’ (Col). The 
Columbia prez has been vacationing 
in Saratoga. 

Harry Weinstein, Abe Lyman’s 
Manager, Owns Sur Tan, the nag 
brought into testimony of Jimmy 
Hines trial as formerly belonging to 
Dutch Schultz. 

Joe Moskowitz and Joe Pincus 
weekending over Labor Day by tak- 
ing the Queen to Bermuda on Fri- 
day, back in New York on Tuesday. 
Just going for the ride. 

Flora Gordon, former sec to Joe 
Schenck while he was head of UA, 
is now private sec to Maurice Silver- 
stone, chairman of the executive 
committee of United Artists. 

Max Beck, unemployed actor, filed | 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy in 
federal court Saturday (27). Liabil- | 
ities at $1.464, no assets. Creditors 
include department stores and rents. 

Lew Lehr is somewhere in Ger- 
many, vacationing, and they've been | 
having difficulty getting the Fox! 
Movietone comedian on the trans-| 
atlantic phone for a new radio con-| 
tract. 

Walter Donaldson says one of the 
Teasons he’s writing pop tunes east | 
is that the food is better. There’s no | 
great to-do about flying a steak 3.000 | 
miles to Hollywood; here it’s around 
the corner. | 

Ben Bogeaus, who sailed for Italy | 
last week on a talent and script hunt 
for M. S. Bentham agency, will be 
fone from New York about three 
months. He’ll also scout the rest of | 
the Continent. 

Lou Pollock, eastern publicity 
Manager for Universal, started on 

IS vacation this week. John 
Joseph, ad-publicity chief for com- 
Pany, who is in town from Holly- 
Wood, will fill in part of time he’s 
ere, 

Basil Durant,.Inc., who used to be 
a ballroom dancer before he went 
into custom tailoring at 16 East 52d, | 
filed involuntary bankruptcy; $71.311 
In debts, $36.317 assets, of which 
pimost $20,000 comprises outstanding 


J Roberta Allen substituting for 
fanne D'Arcy, femme warbler with 
Johnny Messner’s band, at the 
CAlpin hotel. Miss D'Arcy, who’s| 
en ill, is sufficiently recovered to 
€ part in NBC broadcasts by! 
band, however. | 
the. Jay Kaufman, who was perhaps 
€ pioneer Broadway columnist. | 








When on the old N. Y. Globe, but 

Ctive of late, due to illness, re-. 
ans to activity with the opening of | 
at the Hippodrome tomor- | 


Jai-alaj 


| Coast. 


|}at Forest Hills theatre, baek from 


row (Thursday). 
gerial charge. 

Vaude policy click at Casa Manana 
has prompted Billy Rose to abandon 
girl-show idea this winter. His new 
Frontier Palace, a No. 2 Broadway 
spot, may have an elaborate revue. 
Rose meantime commuting between 
the Casa and the Fair Grounds. 
where he has the aquacade for next 
year. 

Plenty of post-mortems on Sara- 
toga, with the nags crossing up the 
big bettors. The boys have been 
reviving the old Nick the Greek 
axiom as aé soother: It’s fun to 


He’l] be in mana- 


gamble—and win; but it’s fun to! 


gamble.’ Most of ’em lost. Some of 
the show biz setbacks run into tele- 
phone numbers. 

Flock of showfolk back from! 
abroad on the Normandie on Mon- | 
day; Lew Gensler, George Jessel, 
Ralph Hitz, Carl Laemmle, Douglas | 
Fairbanks, Sr.. Bob Goldstein, Danny | 
Winkler. Gensler staying east for 
another week; then back to the 
Had been vacationing abroad | 
for three months. 

Gene Fowler is working on one of | 
his ‘significant’ poems and, says the | 
author, he’ll probably never be able 
to get into Germany thereafter. | 
Fowler, wife and eldest boy, Gene, 


| Jr., go to Fiji Islands in October on 


work-pleasure. The boy is learning | 
the picture biz as a cutter at 20th- 











Henry Sherek losing weight via| 
strict diet. 


T. Hayes-Hunter at Baden Baden | 
for the water cure. 
Georgie Jessel, here on vacation, 
turned down vaudeville offer. 


Sam Eckman, Jr., back 
month’s vacation at Deauville. 

Allen & Unwin to publish Kjeld 
Abell’s ‘Melody That Got Lost.’ 

Ronald Adam to produce ‘Tova- | 
rich,’ with Tanzi Cutava, in Edin- 
burgh. 

Mrs. Abe Berman, wife of the the- 
atrical lawyer, in London on five- 
week vacation. 

Crescent theatre, Birmingham, pro- 
ducing ‘Professor Bernhardi,’ by Ar- 
thur Schnitzler. 

Ronald Adam to manage Arts The- 
atre Club, and Jack de Leon taking 
over Embassy theatre. 

C. K. Stern, assistant treasurer of 
Loew’s, Inc., in town for one week, | 





from 


| then off to the Continent. 


Gilbert Wakefield to Edinburgh to 
supervise final rehearsa’® of ‘Hus- 
band to a Famous Woman.’ 

Turner Layton recuperating in 
south of France following auto smash 
and three months in hospital. 

King Vidor and the missus off to 
the south of France after Vidor com-} 


Fox studio in Hollywood. | pleted ‘The Citadel’ for Metro. 


Walter Mycroft, director of pro- 


| ductions for Associated British, will 


Long Island 


Loew’s Willard, Woodhaven, get- 
ting a face-lifting. 
Byron Schward, assistant manager ' 


| land,’ 


vacash. 
Fred Stone back at his Forest Hills 


home for Broadway run of 
‘Lightnin’,’ 
Bernarr Macfadden flew in Sun- 


day (21) from his health farm in 
Dansville, N. Y. 

Mitzi Hajos (Mrs. Bold Marshall) 
and Jose Ruben have moved to 
Forest Hills Inn. 

Nate Simons, manager of _ the 
Merrick theatre, Jamaica, back from 
vacash to Great Lakes. 

Russ Morgan and Jack White 
staged benefit for junior cops at 
Dawson's, Long Beach, Sunday (28). 

Pick-up in biz ended plans of 
Joseph Pisapia, manager of Earle 
theatre, Jackson Heights, to leave 
Monday (29) for 10-day vacation. 

Harvey Ever will manage Astoria 
theatre when it reopens Friday (2) 
after being dark eight weeks. Bill 
Hamilton will return as assistant. 

Harry Carroll out of the Music Box, | 
Valley Stream nitery. Jay Oppen- 
heimer has taken over completely 
from former songwriting partner. 

Heavy turnout for George Seuffert, 
Jr.. band concert, in Forest Park, | 
Kew Gardens Sunday (28), with Del 
Staigers and Leona Smith cornet 
soloists. 

Dave Friedlander, 
Loew’s Woodside, Woodside, at 
family reunion in Utica. Assistant 
James Finnan in charge, aided by 
Bill Hamilton, of 86th Street theatre. 

John Endres back at Jackson thea- 


tre, Jackson Heights, as manager. | 


Came in from Merrick theatre, 
Jamaica, to replace Nicholas Kerry, 
transferred to Park Plaza, Man- 


manager of | 





hattan. 





Atlantic City 


By Rolli Friedland 





Rocco Vocco at the 500 Club. 

Rose Stradner and Al Goetz visit- 
ing the night spots. 

Gus Van passing up all the gam- 
bling spots in town. 

Flossie Osbeck voied the most 
beautiful figure on the beach. 

Dolly Weisberg runs away with 
the season’s backgammon honors. 

The Herman Gluckmans hiding 
down here for a weekend vocation. 


ito do in the West End. 
a typical Jessel yen. 


'nard Spenceley. of Reeves & Lam- 


| holiday when studios at Elstree slow | 
| down. | 


Tom Arnold's ice show, ‘Switzer- 
booked for Africa and Aus- 
tralia, opening in Johannesburg in | 
March. 

Lee Ephraim doing new play based | 
on Dekorbra’s book, “The Lady in | 
Pink,’ which is also due to be done 
in New York. 

Nikko, of Grace and Nikko, cur- 
rently in Clifford C. Fischer’s Lon- 
don Casino show, has poisoned arm, 
due to mosquito bite. 

Norman Collins rewriting ‘Cap- 
tain’s Lamp’ to suit Oscar Homolka. 
Latter celebrated his 37th birthday in | 
Switzerland Aug. 12. 

Herbert Wilcox and Alex Korda! 
willing to join syndicate for produc- | 
tion of ‘What Makes You Think So?’ | 
by Sir Robert Vansittart. 

O’Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee looking | 
for suitable vehicle in which to star 
Stella Adler, who’s over to direct 
new company of ‘Golden Boy.’ 





| 
Dorothy Dickson to appear in her ‘hon 


first Shakespearean role, Katherine 
to Ivor Novello’s Henry V, at forth- 
coming Drury Lane production. 
Sean O’Casey has written two one- 
act comedies, ‘Pound on Demand’ 
and ‘End of Beginning.’ The latter 
to be broadcast in the autumn. 
Rose Holt, 
Sherek for 12 years, wedded to Ber- 


port office. She'll continue’ with 
Sherek. 

Rita Ray, who played at the Prince | 
of Wales two years ago as solo! 


dancer, will be leading lady in next 


show there, which is being produced | 


next month. 

Lew Jackson, who used to operate 
small string of picture theatres, has 
formed new film company, Anglo- 
American Film Corp., with offices in 
Screen House. 

George Jessel, who’s here, has a 
couple of plays which he would like 
But that’s 
He’s since re- 
turned to Broadway. 

The Lord Mayor of Dublin enter- 
fained Buster Shaver, Olive and 
George and Mrs. Irving Tishman 
while team played a week at the 
Theatre Royal, Dublin. 

A. B. Marcus vaudeville unit, it 


iwas learned here, after plaving 16 


weeks in Johannesburg, will tour Af- 


‘rica for 12 more weeks, then to In- 


Vince Travers expects to open at | 


the International Casino in early 
fall. 

Tess Gardell 
to lose 100 pounds. 
shelved 20. 

Johnny Storrs down to see the 
‘Ice Follies.’ “Tis said he'll do a pic- 
ture with them. 

Benny Davis relaxing a bit from 
his songwriting work for the new 
Cotton Club show. 

Morty Levine of the local Warner 
office looking rested and happy since 
his wife’s return to good health. 

Fifi D'Orsay very quiet (?) at the 
Bath and Turf Club. Irene Bordon 
as attractive and as entertaining as 
ever. 

Wonder why Yvette Rugel and her 
daughter didn’t show up at the 500 
Club when they both promised te 
sing on Ted Lewis’ night. Everyone 
plenty disappointed. 

Murry (N. Y. Mirror) Lewin peep- 
ing about for material for his col- 
umn. Ditto Hal (Pitt. Post-Gazette) 
Cohen, while the wife, Stephanie 
Diamond. relaxed on the beach. 

All Atlantic City in a hubbub over 
Judge Frey's arrival next week 
Even those beach clams that have 
annoved us all summer have prom- 
ised io hide their heads when the 
judee arrives. 

Marvin and Olga Schenck lavishly 
entertaining at luncheon and dinner 
parties over the weekend The 
highlight beirs the one tendered Eve 
Sully before she left these shores for 
her first broadcast of the season, 
which takes place Wednesday night. 


(Aunt Jemima) out 
So far she has 


dia middle of October. 
African Theatres sending 
English pantomime, ‘Aladdin,’ for 


| been 
|ing 75 people. 
‘coming government election in No- 


| vember, which is figured will cripple | 
‘show business, is cause of postpone- | 


| 
| his ‘Heroes de la Marne.’ 
| 
; 
' 





secretary to Henry | Waltzes’ 


over | 


taken lease of Kingsway to stage 
series of period musical plays, to be 
written by Eleanor and Herbert Far- 
jeon ‘authors of ‘The Two Bou- 
quets’). First will have 18th century 
Italian setting. 

Sailing of ‘Engadine Express’ ice 
show company from the Coliseum to 
Australia for Sir Ben Fuller has 
indefinitely postponed, affect- 
Show was to open 
in October, but understood forth- 


ment. 


| 





Paris | 


By Huge Speck 





Roland Toutain off for Tunis. 

Allan Barrout out of hospital. 
Al Brown planning film debut. 
Marbeuf dark for the summer. 


Jacqueline Mignac at Lido, Venice. | 


Marie Dubas vacationing at La 


Baule, 


Opera breaking summer attendance 


records, 
Jesse Lasky 
Matignon. 


very quiet at the 


| Pierre Chenal winding up ‘Maison | 
du Maltis.’ 


Dolores del Rio vacationing in 
Switzerland. 
Hortense Monath vaeationing on 


Cote d’Azur. 
Jan Kiepura and Marta Eggerth in 
for short stay. 


Cliff Fischer in London, despite | 
very bad finger. 
Newsreel houses still featuring 


| King George’s visit. 


Theatre owners organizing against 
free radio broadcasts. 

Chatelet reopening with ‘Le Tour 
du Monde en 80 Jours.’ 

Jewish-Italian film men prospect- 
ing in Paris, just in case. 

Raimu signed by Andre Hugan for 

Julien Durivier to London. Con- 
sidering Korda contract. 

ABC, shuttered Aug. 15, to reopen 
Sept. 9 with variety bill. 

Fernand Gravet’s return from 
Hollywood scheduled for Sept. 15. 

Bill O’Brien resigned from Pathe 
News, George Findlay stepping in. 

Saint-Cyr cadets appearing in film 
for first time in “Trois de Saint-Cyr.’ 

Molly Picon in from Poland, where 
she did film. She then offed on va- 


Curtis Melnitz vacationing on the 
Riviera, and UA office closed for 
two weeks. 

Rehearsals already begun for next 
Casino revue, which will star Mau- 
rice Chevalier. 

Ludwig Berger beginning “Three 
with Pierre Fresnay and 
| Yvonne Printemps. 

Joe Seidelman back from Divonne- 
les-Bains, where rested from money 
search for Universal. 

French government more worried 
about croupiers’ strike in Cannes 
| than dockhands strike in Marseilles. 
Scenes of ‘Place de la Concorde,’ 
| starring Dolly Mollinger and Albert 
Prejean, being shot in famous place 
lat 3 a.m. 

Joan Warner replacing Mistinguett 
ut Casino de Paris until close of 
show end of September. 
vacation. 

Pierre Caron commencing ‘La 
|Route Enchante,’ Charles Trenet’s 
first picture. Trenet, incidentally, is 
| pulling offers from English agents. 


| 


| St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





| Larry Atkins, wrestling and boxinz 
promoter, has opened nitery. 


Gus Schumann, chief engineer at 


| tion. 


Christmas, headed by Lucan and Mc- | 


Shane, Lassiter Bros., Elsie Prince 
and Michael and Arnova. 

Keneth Kent will play lead in As- 
sociated British Pictures’ filming of 
old war-time melodrama, ‘Luck of 
the Navy.’ Morris Gest brought it 


to New York years ago—and was 
sorry. 
London Films rerecording and 


editing staff are working vigorously | 


on ‘Prison Without Bars’ to get the 


film through for a West End and 
New York showing early next 
month. 


Al Burnett to be resident comnere 
at the Grand hotel. Margate. Man- 
agement tried introducing vaudeville 
there for one night, and it proved so 
successful that it will be a perma- 
nent feature. 

Dr. Alexander Marton, head of 
biggest playbroking company on the 
Continent. dead in Budapest. Sur- 
vived bv his son. George Marton. and 


his daughter. Baroness Hatvany-Mar- 
ton, who will carry on the business. 

Suzanne Wetzler, exnonent of 
Bach music, marrving Leslie Paisner 
in Antwerp At. 28. Groom is well- 


lawver 
also 


known to theatrical and film 
nterests, honorary lawver to 
Institute of Musicians. He has also 
acted for American artists visiting 
London 

‘Vessel of Wrath.’ the first picture 


made by Mavflower Films heads of 
which are Charles Lauthton and 
Erich Pommer. is doing 300°, more 
business in kev spots releases than 
anticipated by Associated British Pic- 
tures Corn., which releases May- 
flower products. 

Herbert Farjeon and Linne] 
Falecke. who are running ‘Nine 


Sharp’ revue at Little theatre, have 


George Weigand, genera] manager 
of St. Louis Amusement Co., back 
from vacation. 

Sid X. Hartman, promotion 
ager of the Hotel Chase, 
nitery opening Sept. 30. 


man- 


Chorus of muny theatre guests of 


| Richard Berger at swimming party 


and steamboat excursion. 
Frank X. Reller, Jr.. son of the 
chief probation officer here, has 


been made chief of service staff at 
Loew’s. 

Marcus J. Steinberg, 10, son of Nat 
Steinberg, manager of Republic Pic- 
tures exchange, copped silver loving 
cup as best diver at University City, 
Mo., contest. 

Three members of muny 
chorus will soon wed. They are 
Marifrances Rosenstein, Frances 
Winkelmeier and Dorothy Steide- 
mann. They will marry non-pros. 

Mildred Bailey Carpenter, p.a. for 
Civic Theatre, Inc., and Little Thea- 
tre, will start fifth year in that job 
for Little Theatre group. She also 
will direct ticket subscription cam- 
paign 

Doris Patson rejoined 
Jack Sheehan in St. Louis and both 
are headed east. She worked with 
outdoor opera organization in Mem- 
phis while he was with municipal 
theatre assn. here. 


husband 


Paul Beisman, manager; Jeanne 
Gustavison, songbird of chorus: Leo 
Scharfenberg, master mechanic, and 


Dan Siegel, of the house 
Muny Theatre Assn., were presented 
with watches by forme.’ Mayor Henry 
W. Kiel, prez of the tesn.. in recog- 
nition of 20 years’ continuous em- 
ployment with the organization a! 
group’s annual picnic. 


staff of the 





|W 


Miss off on | 


Loew’s, preparing for throat opera- | 


readying 


opera 
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Hollywood 


Sig Marcus laid up. 

Patricia Wilder to Bermuda. 

Bob Burns sprained his ankle. 

Arch Bowles down from Frisco. 

Merle Oberon overcome by heat. 

Greer Garson out of the hospital. 

Lou Diamond here for two weeks. 

Chester Morris east on personals. 

Mav Robson laid up with broken 
arm. 

Johnny Mercer back from Broad- 





ay. 
Al Shean readying for Coast legit 
tour. 


Scott Colton and bride to Ense- 
nada. 
Peter Willes to Frisco to buy a 


| plane. 


Don Terry to Dennis, Mass., straw- 
hatting. 


Sol Lesser hunting location sites in 
Frisco. 

Joe Reddy in from Colorado 
vacash. 

Leon Schlesinger north for salmon 
fishing. 

Margaret Lindsay motoring in 
Mexico. 


James Stephenson going to Europe 
this fall. 

Helen Chandler in hospital for ob- 
servation. 
| Wally Vernon won film 
| pool title. 
| Joseph Skirboll in 
| Northwest. 
| Lew Crosby recovering from ap- 
| pendectomy. 
Lew Golder returned from Thou- 
sand Islands. 
| Boris Morros readying for Hono- 
| lulu holiday. 

Jack Cunningham to the hospital 

| for observation. 

| Virginia Field 

minor operation. 

| Mitchell J. Hamilburg in hospital 
after ridine accident. 

Bette Davis recuperating 
cold at Lake Tahoe. 

Robert Tavlor going on vacation, 

' but won't tell where. 

| Anthony Coldeway 
from minor operation. 
| John and Elaine Barrymore plan- 
| nine Broadway vacash. 

| Milton Berle and Wally Vernon 
|deev sea fishing off Mexico. 

June Lang left for Enzland 
next week to work in a picture. 

| Adolph Zukor tossed a luncheon 
|for Americo Aboaf, departing for 
| Ttalv, 

Rosita Moreno back from. six 
months of picture making in South 
America. 

| Myrna Loy.and husband. Arthur 
| Hornblow. Jr., returned from Mexi- 
| om. vacash. 
| Joel McCrea and Frances Dee to 
|Rye, N. Y., where they were married 
| five years ago. 

Peggy Montgomery, known as 
| Baby Peggy when she was a child 
| player vears ago, to wed Gordon D. 
| Ayres Oct. 19. 


colony 


from Pacific 


| 


recovering from 


from 


recovering 





| Sydney 


| 
| By Eric Gorrick 
| 





Dan_ Carroll _ again heading 
Film Board of Trade here. 


Greater Union will rebuild Ade- 
| laide house shortly as chain add. 


Fullers making preparations for 
the arrival of the Howard revue in 
New Zealand. 


Outdoor men are shaking the 
mothballs out of their stock as the 
warm weather approaches. 

Billy Maloney, manager of the 
Mayfair, Sydney, sells original short 
yarns to the local mags as a sideline. 

Cinesound has unfloored ‘Dad and 
Dave Come to Town.” Now readv- 
‘ing ‘Mr. Chetworth Hits Out,’ with 
Cecil Kellaway, Ken Hall will di- 
rect. 
| Cast for revival, 
York.’ under Williamson-Tait. will 
nelude George Hancock, Diana Du 
Cane, Leslie Holland, Amy Rochelle, 
Marjorie Gordon, Don Nichol, 
Charles Zoli, Fred Blackman will 
produce. 

There are many stix exhibs who 
would like to introduce a lower ad- 
mission charge as a means to bring 
biz. Some figure on 12c. However, 
within New South Weles, and else- 
where, it is not possible to charge 
iless than 25e. berause of an avree- 
ment between exhibs and distribs. 


the 





‘Belle of New 


| Chicago 


j 
| 





Alex Yokel 
legit plans. 

Joe Sherman's broken gam on the 
mend, although he’s still laid un 


was here di 


cussing 


Mort Singer again New York 
bound. After short sojourn, he'll 
plane to the Coast, 

Ed J. Clamage, prominent first- 
nighter, has been named state come 
mander of the American Legion. 

Ruth Hunt, local radio sonestress, 
is new Duchess with Duke's and 
Duchess orchestra at Bon Aijr 
Country Club. 

Kave Brinker, leaving WGN- 
Mutual, where she has been featured 


on ‘Curtain Time’ and ‘Manhattan 
Mother.’ to take up permanent resi- 


dence in New York. 
William Bioff, assistant to presie 
dent George Browne of the Intere 


national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Emplovees, was in Chicago last week 
on wage scale for opera- 
tagehands. 


conferring 


tors and 
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MAY YOHE 


May Yohe, a colorful actress of | 
the 90’s, whose unconventional ex- | 
ploits held the attention of two con- | 
tinents, died in a Boston suburb Aug. | 
28 of heart disease. 

Daughter of a German ironworker, | 
she was born in Bethlehem, Pa., | 
April 6, 1869. Possessed of an in-| 


ARIES 


JEAN HATHAWAY 
Jean Hathaway, 62, earliest star of 
serial pictures and mother of Henry 
Hathaway, director, died Aug. 23 in 
Los Angeles. Thirty years ago Mrs, 





| Hathaway and her husband, Rhody, 


starred in the screen’s first cliffhang- 
er series, produced by Alan Dwan’s 
old American Film Co, at La Mesa, 





his retirement 10 years ago, died last 
week in a St. Louis hospital of a gall 
bladder inflammation. 

, Survived by a son, who lives in 
|New York, and a daughter in Cin- 
' cinnati. 





GLEN DAUGHERTY 

Glen Daugherty, for years with the 
Monroe County Agricultural Society, 
in recent years secretary of the 
group, died Aug. 22 at his home in 
Woodsfield, O., after a brief illness. 

He had served as head of several 
departments of the fair. Services and 
burial in Woodsfield. 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub. 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper, 


«a 














East 


Seventeenth link in the chain of 
New York theatres owned, operated 
or controlled by the Shuberts was 








Coast 





Probate of John G. Blystone's w; 
filed in Los Angeles, showed film de 
rector left 60% of the estate ty his 





souciant personality and a decided!Cal. Previous to that they had ap- a forged when Lee Shubert, in behalf| widow, the rest to his two daugh. 
flair for "the theatre, she rose at| peared in one-reelers with her son, ISMAELE VOLTOLINI of his Select Theatres Corp. took ters, Legacy was ‘in excess of st 
an early age to gain the plaudits of | Henry, then a boy of 10. Ismaele Voltolini, 49, Italian tenor|a year’s lease on the Mansfield the- | 000. 

audiences throughout America and; Besides her husband son, Mrs. known to American opera audiences, | atre. Replying to a $7,500 suit by the 
abroad. Shortly after making her} Hathaway is survived by two daugh- | died in Milan, Italy, Aug. 29. ' Eugene Goossens, conductor of the | H. Pearson Baldey agency for com. 
yperatic debut at Philadelphia's | ters. He made his American debut in| Cincinnati Symphony, off to London | missions, Ann Miller, film player, 
ee ee r New York in 1928 with the San/|to conduct five operas at Covent) declared the contract was cancelled 
Semple thostre, wins sone = |Carlo Grand Opera Co Garden, first of which is skedded| because the agency failed to obtain 
peared in “The Crystal Prince, an | EVELYN STEVENS Pi eee S ; Oct. 5. Returns late in the fall to} acceptable work within a foyr. 
extravaganza, at the Chicago Opera; Mrs. Evelyn Gerber Gerard, 47, | , fulfill engagement as guest conduc-/} month period. Answer was filed 
House in 1887. The eccentric Miss| who retired from picture and mu-| FRANK JOYCE tor of the Boston Symph late in No-| by Miss Miller’s mother, Mrs, J, A, 
Yohe, oblivious of the time-worn| sical comedy work 15 years ago, | Frank Joyce, 19, film cutter at | vember. Collier, in L. A. 


code of performers that ‘the show 


died in New York, Aug. 28. She had 


|20th-Fox in Hollywood, was killed 


rust go on,’ eloped to New York| been ill for a week. She appeared | Aus. 27 in Los Angeles, when struck 


with a married man. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 


series of wires from the distraught | 
management reconciled her to her} 


oth, 1927 





direction of D. W. Griffith and on 
the stage for William Fox. 


However, a in early motion pictures under the| »y an automobile. Girl accompany- 


ing Joyce also was killed. 
Details in the picture section. 





G. GRATTAN CASSIDY 
G. Grattan Cassidy, 31, singer, died 
Aug. 20 in Chicago of injuries suf- 
fered on June 5 when he fell through 
a trapdoor on the stage of the Er- 
langer theatre there. 





BERT FITZGIBBON 
Bert Fitzgibbon, 62, former vaude- 


Annual summer concerts given at 
Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., by the 
New York Philharmonic will con- 
tinue to be subsidized by the Lew- 
isohn family. Sam Lewisohn, 
only son of the late philanthropist, 
has been named an honorary chair- 
man of the Stadium concerts. Also 
revealed that he donated $10,000 to 
reduce this year’s deficit. 

Films attacking the Christian 
moral order are still strictly tabu, 
the Legion of Decency reminds the 
industry in a statement given out by 
the Most Rev. John T. McNicholas, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Cin- 
cinnati and chairman of the Epis- 


Marion Collins, screen player, won 
a divorce and $1,000 settlement from 
Ernest J. Englebert in L. A. 


Yvonne Bowman, film player, filed 
suit for $25,375 in L. A. against a 
riding academy, claiming she was 
thrown and injured by a horse 
owned by the academy. 

Hollywood Turf Club distributes its 
first dividend Sept. 1, amounting to 
$450,000, or $20 a share. Payments 
go to stockholders of record Aug. 25, 

Annual pilgrimage to tomb of Ru- 
dolph Valentino in Hollywood Ceme.- 
tery brought out more than 500 
mourners and sightseers. 


nage jlte heediinas, was tilled if On . , Suit against Joe Penner, demanding 
obligations, She is survived by her husband,| ¥? te: , copal committee on pictures. : oe : 
Miss Yohe was married three| Louis Gerard, White Plains, N, Y.,| Ut accident near Atherton, Cal.,! Coupled with the Federal Theatre | $1,000 damages for a dog bite, was ) 
times. Lord Francis Hope, wealthy | real estate broker, two brothers and Aug. 28, Details in vaudeville sec-| Project's announcement of its pro- ; . ae ‘ | 
| two sisters, tion. gram for the forthcoming season|, Jean Barry, film actress, settled 


English peer, was her first husband. 
However, the famous Hope diamond, 
owned by the baronet, proved to be| 
an insufficient lure in preventing her 
elopement with a Captain Bradley | 
Strong in 1901, seven years after her 
second marriage. Captain Strong | 
was divorced in 1910, and four years | 
later she married Captain John A. 
Smuts, a distant relative of the Boer 
war general, with whom she lived 
until her death. 





WHITFORD DRAKE 


Whitford Drake, 55, president of | 


Electrical Research Products, Inc., 


and pioneer in the commercial per- 
fection of talking pictures, died Aug. 





CALEB HATCH 
Caleb Hatch, 86, an actor since 
boyhood, died Aug. 25 in a Portland, 
Me., hospital. A native of Portland, 
he was for years a performer in 


stock companies. under the name of | 


Harry Fielding. 

Married for 64 years he and his 
wife following his stage retirement, 
resided with their daughter, Mrs. 
Pauline Fielding Stephens of Peak 
Island, Me. Mrs, Stephens and the 
widow survive. 





IRVIN CLOUS 
Irvin Clous, 53, Dutch comic, died 











suddenly Aug. 28 in a Reading, Pa. 
hospital, three days after admission 
for a chronic ailment. 














GEORGE WIGGINS 
George Wiggins, 48, former chief 
operator of the Los Angeles theatre, 
died there Aug. 19. Surviving are 

his widow and two children. 








Mother of Erwin Gold, general 
manager of Randforce Amus. Corp., 
operator of picture houses on Long 
Island, died in Brooklyn Aug. 26 of 
heart disease. 





John Capra, 3-year-old son of 
Frank Capra, Coiumbia Pictures di- 
rector, died in Los Angeles Aug. 23 
following a tonsilectomy. 








Father, 78, of George Schneider, 
| head of Metro’s music research de- 


























was a statement from N. Y. director 
George Kondolf denying vehemently 
charges of the Dies Committee that 
the project was being used as an in- 
strument of Red propaganda. 

Actors’ Fund of America shares 
three-tenths of Pearl White’s resid- 
uary estate. Balance of $500,000 
estate willed to relatives. 

Mayor La Guardia’s efforts to side- 
track N. Y.’s Council investigation 
of charges that Morris Novik, direc- 
tor of the city’s WNYC, used the sta- 
tion’s time for dissemination of red 
propaganda, were nullified by court 
decision ruling that such a resolu- 
tion need not have the mayoral okay. 

Lodewick Vroom, president of the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents 
Treasurers union, expressed the hope 
that in another year every boxoffice 
; employee would be a union man. 











and | 


her $50,000 heart balm suit against 
William Hamilton, director, out of 
court in L. A. 

Lien of $10,244 was filed against 
the estate of Jean Harlow by col- 
lector of internal revenue in L. A, 
Additional income taxes are de- 
manded for 1935-36. 

Gary Cooper and Walter Brennan 
escaped serious injury when three 
cans of test films exploded in a car 
they were driving to Hollywood 
from ‘The Lady and the Cowboy’ 
lecation near Triumfo, Cal. Bren- 
nan was slightly burned. 

Edward Blondell, Jr.. screen tech- 
nician and brother of Joan Blondell, 
was divorced in L. A. 

Eddie Cantor is having a concert 
tour booked for a German refugee 
found while he was abroad recently. 
She is Ruth Hilda Somer, 16, whose 
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Clous, who} 9a ; ts aid e : ; AY ; 
’ | partment, died Aug. 26 in Los An-| Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., is ready ‘ 1: x in the ship’s concert 
j In Commemoration of My Beloved was single, was secretary of the | aaa. . to sign with TMAT, he revealed, and 2 ete ag 6 go wl iesiet 
7 Friend and Theatrical Mentor ee Engineering Co., a Reading} union is negotiating with the N. Y. Mrs. Georgia McNutt. first wife of 
machinery corporation. Z World’s Fair. Mrs. Georgia Mc! PD ygea iy * , 
{ PAUL ARMSTRON As the ‘German senator,’ in shoring bv es oem, CONDONE | Beer quaffing from kegs is out at Bee ge Bens gages Wy page ‘ 
¢ partnership with Ray Snow in resign ger uberts, died in Brook- | Jones Beach and other N. Y. state | tire estate when L. A. court ruled ( 
: . ’ 30, 1 vaudeville, the two traveled all over | lyn Aug. 23, after a short illness. | parks, according to = edict by A. E. his second marriage illegal. Estate ( 
Whe Puceed Away Aug. 50, 1018 the country in the early part of the eee age ged tt pte consists of $7.700 life insurance, a 
res . “y | engineer, who sé al abus fel 
BEN J. PIAZZA presen: cenury. ° | of the privilege caused such a ban. | home and a yacht. in ‘ | 
max PACTOR utery olde Row | ‘Prologue to Glory,’ a WPA hit of iA S. — , haa age 4 + 
‘ ; | last season, will be road shown fol- | rougnht against Aim <a 
Max Factor, 61, pioneer motion lowing an agreement between Lee | Arthur | J. Stein, iene for = 
{ 24 at his summer home in Chatham, | Picture makeup expert, died at his (Continued from page 53) Shubert and the Federal Theatre. bate Reno 25 ¢%, ( 
i Ree home in Beverly Hills, Aug. 30. He Expenses and take are to be split | (iy is 000 Cobb received for the { 
Te d ied had been ill three months with a and plans call for a possible tour of | Of the S150 ‘ a a Priest’ ' 
ron ee See Se oto | hidne d liv 1 t the pledge card called for swearing | ‘One Third of a Nation’ and ‘Haiti,’ | film rights to his “Judge 
dustrial career before joining Erpi y and liver ailment, allegiance to them. Olver said that| as well stories. 
at its inception in 1927. Educated at | __ Born in Russia, he came to the/ 112-0 couldn't be disclosed until one| Patrons of the New York World’s eaccan > secant , 
Harvard, the U. S. Naval Academy | U- S. in 1904. In the early days of} o03me a member of the union.| Fair, using the city’s Independent ES t 
and Massachusetts Institute of | films he became a makeup and W18 | Sobol countering that he eouldn'’t subway spur to the grounds, will pay MARRIAG 
Technology, Drake served in the | ¢xPert and built up a huge cosmetic| - why the pas should commit| 2.20. fare. it became known when |  Joessie Heims to Dr. Jesse P. Sichel- I 
Navy for 17 years resigning as a on catering principally to the- themselves to anything without first meg Bag sy wis ny sac heatesranies man in New York, Aug. 28. He’s son 
4 j atricalis, A ‘ . q a c ° : ; 9 as 
tnt ga was born in aveLen aanane reading said constitution and by-| Government plans a film dramatiz- . Jack Sichelman, of 20th Century , 
ig — ‘ . laws. ing unemployment. Partially ap- | Fox. 
Survivors are his widow, a son Evelyn G. Gerard, a burlesque per- perenne roved by several Federal agencies ; 
: etalon + > que i ; sc ov N, € ¢ = ] ry { ‘rman, 
Rockwell; a daughter, Mary Helen, former for years, died Aug. 28 of a! Pr qeenen 96 waee og oe =e fare Lorentz, maker of ‘The River’ |. Beulah Terry to John manner d ' 
as ae 4 onegns ‘ g pie ; : ; | Broadway spots, the class East Side} ; : .|in Los Angeles, Aug. 23. He’s hea ( 
two brothers and two sisters. Funeral | complication of diseases in a New boites. ti dhous hotels q|and ‘The Plow That Broke the | ‘ ; 
services were held Aug. 26 in New | York hospital, * "tits - abe ouses, Hotels, anc) plains.’ has been assigned to investi- | booker for Cabart Theatres. -. 4 
York. | Funeral services were held in : r ha * pay’ ~— be el gate the value of such a documen-| Elizabeth Wicker to George Moore > 1 
re pd 4 ie aes ,- r ey Rig | 7 rio D ian adil tee in Atlanta. Bride is home counsellor { 
; | the good p.a.’s get a good price for | ar of Morton Downey tabbe © | for WAGA,. Atlanta, and he’s mem- { 
ane Snes ‘ _ their services, and they see no neces- | 13,000,000th vehicle to cross N. Y's | ber of same wroerlles commercial z 
Maude Amber, 66, a native of, Charles B Dili ha sity for unionization. | Henry Hudson _ bridge spanning the | ‘aft Sé Ste : ; 
Brookfield, O., died Aug. 24 at her | ing m It's no secret that p.a.’s with hotel | Harlem river. Presented pes 2 — wes ' . , A 
home in San Francisco after ay Aug. 30, 1934 accounts do all right by themselves | })ovity ae Se ee See ee |, — rag og ate @ t 
month’s illnes. For more than 40 “Gone, but not forgotten” on cuffing their rent, even meals, plus! Directors of the Ringling Cirews | one Aim ” Mee i dancer; 
years she had been in vaudeville. | R. H.B office space in a corner of the hotel’s | Enterprises informed by John Ring- lh Saas oe avin j P 
During the golden area in Frisco, | oe general executive floor, etc. ling North at a meeting in St. Louis | €'s in the oil business. . 
Miss Amber shared popularity with | | TMAT union requisite would be|that the Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto | _ Grace Ruthenberg to Ed Harvey ; 
such old-timers as Kolb and Dill, | wy ite Plai N : |for a Social Security card for all had emerged from. the red in the jin Louisville Aug. 27. Bride is with : 
Barney Bernard and Winfield Blake. | White Plains, N. Y., yesterday (29). | employees, so that a p.a. handling | last six weeks. Will continue + \the New York office of Selznick In- ; 
Sh ot ; ‘| Surviving are her widower, Louis, | ar “pale a ©j}over route abandoned by Ringling mationst: tees he sales staff 
ne made her pro debut in Kansas two brothers and t woes a half dozen joints, for example,| Bros. Barnum & Bailey circus. ternational; he’s on the sales b 
City at 13. ied bidualiaceatanien would have to go on the Social Se- | Announcement from Dwight Deere | °f the Hearst Radio, Inc. C 
In 1902 she married Winfield Blake. BENJAMIN MARX curity routine six times. The p.a.’s| Wiman reveals Metro has bought —— s 
Together they toured the world, in- (Mark B nants know from practical experience that | film rights to ‘Babes in Arms,’ his e 
cluding five years in the British Isles Pe tty gy te most of the places do seasonal busi- | !ast-season- musical success, for an BIRTHS | 
Sedes Sak tics Aadkae coneee ie Benjamin Marx, 66, former vaude- | cent ; papel undisclosed sum. t 
: the United States i "1988 o pyre bi comedian, professionally Mark | "&SS and would be disinclined to| Norma Shearer under treatment Mr. and Mrs. George Lloyd, h 
the mie lee eine sn eager | Bennett, and cousin of the Marx | bother with SS or anything of the for a minor ailment in a N. Y. hos- | di. ughter, in Glendale, Cal., Aug. 23, n 
in 1933 as ake died) Bros., died last week in New York. | SX, ile the nitery pas balked | Dita! eighed en weekend. es | Father is a film player. ¢ 
— Inti “ace iy in | nile I y p.a.s alkead at ,under secretarys name fe) :° 2.2. nse % son, in 
Services and burial in Frisco ta . ore 3 _ _ aphtning em the tabu on their handling of legit | publicity. Mr. and Mrs. Paul M.ntz, i Ae ; . 
: Hewlett, L. I. Surviving are his 5 5" | sc Dhi ” , = : Hollywood, Aug. 22. Father is an v 
- . shows, a few, such as Davies, Mrs Mrs. Phil Baker recovering from — & 
| Widow, daughter, two sons, two Pe ee oe = ‘ wid = p . + nox Hi los- | aviator and stunt man in pictures. T 
; ' , . | Ross. Spie d Reud. ar t for-| an appendectomy at Lenox Hill Hos P 
& EMANUEL WARD | brothers, and four sisters. lf i i aed . Sine’ in nor for | pital, New York. Mr. and Mrs. Perry Botkin, son, In P 
; Emanuel Ward, 60, died Aug. 27 in pie a ain a Geek eae eee ee Ton and a half of eg ig | Hollywood, Aug. 24, Father is radio i 
i @ New York hospital as the result of| aenncn Khariton” 48 Russian | TMAT when they publicized shows| ie’ chogcde ite pan in Prospect | erusician. h | 
ii injuries he had received several! .- , vail hariton, 45, Russian | apni ~_ = ed si deep alongside its pen in ST | Mr. and Mrs. Noel Langley, daugh- ti 
. pianist, died Aug. 23, at Manhattan | !ast year. Thus, the group split into) Park Zoo, Brooklyn. Took a DSC t : , 94. Father is f 
Merton earlier. Member of the N, Y. Beach. Cal... after a long can He 'two factions, pro-Sobol and pro-Sid- derrick 90 mins. to haul her out. | nic Po ig tongs Aug. 24. Fa ; 
Fe eral Theatre Project: property | had been in America 12 years, ap-|"¢Y Spier, the latter heading the | Daily reporters gaggingly termed it| Mr : inn Bring, son, in 
1 staff, he suffered a head injury while ; ; : 'TMAT sy alld dete a love triangle, with her mate jeal-| r. and Mrs. Lou Bring 
f y siavins seme furniture from one pag pearing in vaudeville and pictures. " : ' te a ah ig : | ously nudging her into the fall while | Hollywood, Aug. 24, Father is or b 
a ben th . oer the Prior to his illness he was employed adele citrants balked at Spier) che ‘was gazing at an Indian tusker | chestra leader. 
bik atre to another, causing a clot on the py Hal Roact chairmaning the nitery p.a. body, | j } 2x she 
: brain, which ultimately resulted in| Supvivine (. hic wr taal “ite gp tay Y,|in the next pen. Mr. and Mrs. Jack Chertok, daus t 
, s ¢ | Surviving is his widow. since he is obviously sold on TMAT} Charles Mogull of the Bronx, ter, Aug. 28. in Los Angeles. Father? 0 
; his death. | neeiee benefits. Sobol’s supporters argue|N. Y., pleaded not guilty Monday | poaqs Metro's short department f 
He had been a legit property man | RICHARD SPAMER they must first be convinced, and | 29). in General Sessions Court, | M * : a Mire yo Schreiber, , 
i for over 40 years, having been with; Richard Spamer, 82, musie and/he, with Lottman and Faggen. threat- |N- Y., to stealing | — a | dnvainine, Aug "29 in 1 os Angeles. 
many Gilbert and Sullivan operettas.| dramatic critic for the St. Louis|ened to walk out on several occas | po Poe te ee RCEY Sona | Palas is casting ‘director at 20th- t 


.. oper hs aeatine ons 


ee etre ort tegen seamen EIT, 


Surviving is his widow. 


'Globe-Democrat for years prior to 


sions during the sessions. 


Inc. Four others pleaded guilty and | 
will be sentenced Oct. 5. \ 


Fox. 

















| ee eh oe 3 a ea, 


Bn WP he 


eririireaeve 


pl. 
on 
ye 


in, 


ad 


re 
lor 
m- 
ial 


on 
er; 
ey 
ith 


[n- 
aft 


r is 
jn 
or- 


gh- 
her 


eT, 
les. 
)th- 

















Wednesday, August 31, 1938 








FORUM—OUTDOORS 


VARIETY 63. 








WHAT THEY THINK 





Al Donahue on ‘Lambeth Walk’ 
New York. 
itor, VARIETY: 
Raking about the ‘Lambeth 
Walk’ in your issue of Aug. 24, you 
cay that the consensus has it sched- 
uled for a hasty demise. 

I have had the pleasure of playing 
the tune in what is termed a class 
spot and also for the masses. Both 
divisions have displayed an en- 
thusiasm that is at once encouraging 
and slightly sensational. 

At the Rainbow Room where I am 
stationed with my orchestra, the 
patrons have taken to it like duck to 
water, not to coin a phrase. To re- 
port that they clamor for the song 
and a demonstration to the routine is 
to put it mildly. If we so chose, we 
could shelve every other feature of 
the band and concentrate on the 
“walk” without a squawk from any- 
one, including the management. 
Truth to tell, the Big Apple gained 
much less momentum when we first 
featured it at the Room. 

As for the ‘masses,’ we played the 
song last Sunday at Manhattan 
Beach where we were booked for the 
week of Aug. 21. Strictly to make 
talk 1 offered to teach the step to 
anyone who wished to come up after 
the show. Well, every day since, 
hundreds of people haved climbed 


up on the big bandstand, waiting | 


their turn to be taught. At first, 
Paula Kelly, our vocalist, assisted me 
in the demonstrations, That was 
okay for the first day. Now, I have 
been obliged to enlist the services of 
every member in the band. 

At the Randall’s Island Benefit for 
the Blind (24) I took time out in the 
big rush to explain the dance. It 
was difficult to see the entire audi- 
ence because of the floodlights, but 





any corner of the stadium that my 
eye caught presented members of the 
audience attempting the step. That, 
I feel, is enthusiasm that spells a 
long and happy life for the ‘Walk.’ 
Of course, the step is rather new, 
but just wait until those jitterbugs 
get a real hold on it and start im- 
provising as they did with the Big 
Apple. I can assure you that when 
they start ‘shining’ and lend original 
touches that typify America on the 
dance floor, the ‘Lambeth Walk’ will 
win in a walk and make the Big Ap- 
ple look like a dead potato. 
Al Donahue. 


Sweet Vs. Swing—Coleman 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

For years I have been featuring 
music of the mellow variety. Swing 
is very popular, I admit, but it is 
something alien to my own style of 
music. It is my personal belief that 
the ‘sweet’ type of music will long 
outlast the swing type. When all is 
said and done, music lovers enjoy 
hearing the melody of a song. They 
don’t fancy it when it is distorted or 
over-arranged. 

Swing music, in my opinion, is a 
novelty, and, as such, will have a 
limited vogue, like Empress Eugenie 
hats, jigsaw puzzles, mah-jong and 
mannish bobs. True, there will al- 
ways be representatives of this type 
of music, but they will not be very 
numerous, 

Waltzes are becoming more popu- 
lar, but it is the Viennese type of 
waltz, which has a faster tempo than 
our own waltz. Thus dancers are 
showing a tendency to sway rather 
than swing 

Emil Coleman. 





Ralph Morgan Heads SAG 
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the Junior Branch; Murray Kinnell, 
assistant treasurer, and all Guild 
studio checkers will have to stand 
for election in order to retain their 
jobs. Checkers who would be af- 
fected are Nate Edwards, John Ber- 
ger, Robert Ellsworth, Antrim Short, 
Charles Drubin and Jack Cheatham. 

Circulation 
resignation of nine members of 
Junior Council because of differ- 
ences over policy in management of 
Guild. Two of these, Warren Dear- 
born and Eddie Davis, later with- 
drew their resignations. Patricia 
Patrick, Paul Cook, Harry B. Staf- 
ford, Allen Watson and Roy Brent 
were elected to fill five of the va- 
cancies. No action has yet been 
taken on 
rester and Neil Hart. 

In submitting his resignation, For- 
rester made following announcement 
to Guild members: 

‘You are entitled to a frank ex- 
planation of my resignation from the 
Junior Council of the Screen Actors’ 
Guild, after my active participation 
in the affairs of the Guild for many 
years, as your regularly elected rep- 
resentative. I want the many hun- 
dreds of fellow members who put 
their faith in my integrity and hope 
their interests will be safeguarded, 
to know that since the day they re- 
turned me to the Junior Council by 
a generous vote that I have always 
had their interests at heart, and un- 
ceasingly worked to fulfill my pledge 
to them. 

‘In the face of insurmountable ob- 
stacles I have labored on, but I feel 
now that the time has come when 
you should know the real condi- 
tions, and the reason further prog- 
Tess for the benefit of Junior mem- 

rs is impossible. Your demo- 


Cratically elected members of the | 


S80-called Junior Council are pow- 
erless. The Junior membership has 
taxation without representation, You 
ave no representation on the com- 
mittee for collective bargaining ex- 
cept through paid employes, whose 
Only interest, seemingly, is in ad- 
Vancing their own personal interests. 
The Junior members have only one 
Privilege and that is to pay their 
initiation and dues. 
I am sure that under these condi- 
tions you would not wish me to make 
further sacrifices of my time and 
hours away from my family.’ 
Move is said to be aimed at Au- 
brey Blair and Nate Edwards. 
he board of directors is expected 
frown on proposed changes, 
Snly recently by-laws were amend- 
to eliminate necessity of employes 
@ving to be elected. 
OMson returned to his desk yes- 


lerday : 
day after two weeks’ vacation in 


resignations of Mel For- | 





of petitions followed | 








| 


the north. He is expected to imme- 
diately go into conference with Kin- 
nell and Montgomery in an effort to 
quiet dissatisfaction in Junior ranks 
and bring peace and harmony in the 
organization. 

Montgomery will head large dele- 
gation of actors scheduled to partici- 
pate in Labor Day parade here Sept. 
5. Floats will be entered by vari- 
ous groups in Guild. 

More than 800 members of the 
military group in the SAG have 
voted to undergo tests to determine 
their fitness to represent soldiers on 
the screen. Claim was raised that 
many members receiving $11 day to 
appear in military scenes were with- 
out experience and were taking 
work from those better qualified to 
fill places. 

Studio painters have filed demand 
with producers for five-day week 
with pay now received for six days, 
plus straight 5% wage tilt. Herbert 
Sorrell, business manager of Motion 
Picture Painters Local 644, is sched- 
uled to huddle with Pat Casey this 
week on demand of painters for re- 
vision of present wage agreement. 

Painters’ Demands 

Painters are also asking double 
time for ‘graveyard’ shift which re- 
ports at midnight, and time and half 
for night work prior to 12 p.m. Pe- 
tition will include demand for closed 
shop agreement for scenic artists, 
who have reaffiliated with Local 644. 

Correll claims producers agreed 
to 5% upping last year when paint- 
ers requested 20% increase. 
was shaved to 15% at that time. 

Members of Screen Writers’ Guild 
are engaged in tiff over the distri- 
bution of screen credits. Proposed 
code to be argued with producers, 
as ratified by membership, calls for 
writing credits to be cut down to 
‘screen play by’ and ‘original story 
by.’ This would do away with ‘ad- 
ditional dialog,’ ‘adaptation’ and 
similar subsidiary credits. Code also 
goes on to state that names of writ- 
ers shall be listed alphabetically in 


| credits, and that number of writers 


as | 


listed for screenplays be limited to 
three: four in exceptional cases. 
Several scriveners argued screen- 
play credits should be listed accord- 
ing to importance. Fight to revise 
this clause being led by Wells 


is 











to $5,000 for any producer who vio- 
lates code is also being rewritten. 
Guild tops said fine would be re- 
tained in code, and that change was 
being made to correct faulty legal 
phraseology. 


Producers Monday (29) extended 
olive branch to SWG with overtures 
for get-together. Although move 
was made by studio heads _in- 
dividually, it’s likely that committee 
will be named as SWG would 
sist on uniform working conditions 
at all plants. In sending out feeler, 
producers emphasized they are not 
abandoning their legal rights and in 


no way admitting jurisdiction of 
Labor Board. 

SDG’s Hearings Start 
Fight of the Screen Directors 


Guild to obtain recognition from the 
studios today reached a hearing be- 
fore the National Labor Relations 
Board. Frank Capra, Howard Hawks 
and Rouben Mamoulian appeared be- 
fore the board as expert witnesses 
to testify that they have a right to 


organize under the Wagner Labor 
Relations act, and that the studios 
have violated the law by refusing 


to bargain. Hawks told William R. 
Ring, trial examiner, that assistant 
directors frequently have responsi- 


bilities as great as directors’; that di- | 


rectors, assistant directors and unit 
managers work together 
their duties frequently overlap. 

Producers, headed by Darryl Za- 
nuck, claim that the directors are not 
laborers, but contractors, and that 
the Wagner act was not intended to 
cover workers geiting as much 
money as directors. . Studios also 
contend that even if the Guild is 
recognized, the assistant directors 
and unit managers should not be in- 
cluded, as their work is different. 
Guild claims all three classifications 
should be included in the bargaining 
unit, 


N. Y. FAIR LISTS 
ITS SIDE SHOWS 





Holland Village contract for New 
York World’s Fair was set for sign- 
ing today (Wednesday) as six other 


concessions were announced as fi-| 
|nally approved. 
| Morris Gest 


They include the 
‘Little Miracle Town,’ 
midget village; Savoy, Harlem dance 
show; Flying Turns and Aerial Joy 
Ride; four cafes to be operated by 
the Brass Rail, and 66 other stands. 

Holland Village was pacted by 


distributors for Heineken breweries | 


of Holland. Arrangements 
been made with the Hotel Astor, 
through Robert J. Christenberry, for 
supervision and management of the 
Dutch bar and restaurant. 
Concession projects for which 
contracts have been signed, but 
some of which remain to be ap- 
proved by the Fair Corporation, in- 
clude Enchanted Forest, American 
Indian Village, Flash Gordon, Pen- 
guin Island, Living Magazine Cover, 
Science vs. Crime, Old China 
Village, Monte Carlo cabaret, Frank 
Buck Jungle _ show, 
Magic House, Live Monster show, 
Boomerang, South Seas, Fire and 
Flame, and a long list of rides, speed 
cars and stunt racing stunts. 
Grover A. Whalen has announced 
that the fair itself is spending 
$1,000,000 in the creation of free en- 
tertainment. One of several free 
spectacles will be that produced in 


| the Lagoon of Nations in the exhibit | 
Latter | area. 


Another 
Fountain Lake, 
amusement area. 


be 
of 


group will 
in part 


on 
the 





Hamid Sets N. C. Fair 


Charlotte. N. C., Aug. 30. 


An entertainment setup for 


, North Carolina State Fair, to include 


of 


Root, with many oldtimers support- | 


writers 
as particular 
connection 


him. Young 
this would be unfair, 
writers with studio 
could bring pressure to bear, and 
that writer who could argue best 
and talk loudest would get the break 

Because of dissatisfaction that de- 
veloped after adoption of the code. 
SWG tops have mailed out a ques- 
tionnaire to members asking them 
to vote on the issue. 

Clause providing for fine of $500 


ing 


contend | 


a grandstand program produced by 
George Hamid and a return engage- 
ment of Lucky Teter’s Hell Drivers, 
has been booked by Dr. J. S. Dorton, 


Shelby, manager of the fair, to 
be held Oct. 11-15 

Dr. Dorton has .he cooperation of 
the Johnny d Jones Exposition, 
which will occupy the midway 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of September 4 
Barnes-Sells-Flote 
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Robbins bres. 


in- | 


and that 


have | 


Serpentine, | 


the | 
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| H-W’s Coast Dates 


Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 

| Hagenbeck-Wailace circus, making 
its first Coast trip in years, opens 
here Sept. 2 for 10 days, six in Los 
Angeles and four in Hollywood. 

Show is skeded to play Glendale, 
Long Beach, Santa Monica and San 
Diego before heading through 
Arizona. 


FLOTO BOYCOTT 
“THREAT FIZZLES 


east 


St. Louis, Aug. 30. 
Threat to boycott the Al G. Barnes 
and Sells-Floto combined circus here 
last week because it’s including acts, 


of the union-troubled Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey circus in its cur- 
rent setup has fizzled. 

Several days before the circus hit 


ithat local representatives of the 
American Federation of Labor, Com- 
mittee for Industrial Organization 
and railroad labor organizations 
would picket the circus grounds. 
Local labor leaders, however, were 
not interested in Mills’ plans and there 
was no union interference while the 
circus made its four-day stand, end- 
ing Sunday (28). Reported biz has 
improved during past three weeks in 
the circus’s midwest tour. 

Three local stations—KMOX, KSD 
and WEW-—gave plenty of time 
gratis. Jerry Hoekstra, of KMOX 
public affairs department, had the 
circus staff at tn. station for four 
15-min, interviews; Frank Eschen 
and Clair Callihan, of KSD, made 
two 15-min. transcriptions on the 
| grounds, and Al S. Foster, of WEW, 
| followed suit. 


| 








Strawhat Reviews 





| 





(Continued from 


page 60) 


oughly sustaining. 

Two gold-digging New York mod- 
els get too entangled with a stick- 
|; up mob and scram to a Connecticut 
| inn to let things cool off. The goril- 
| las choose to hideout in the same 
| rustic joint. After a jewel robbery, 


| figuring a snow-train getaway is per- | 
A N. Y. homicide lieutenant | 


fect. 
sniffs their trail and also drops in, 


| disguised as a skiing nut. After the | 


| mob size him up right and tie him 
| for another getaway. Luigi (Richard 
| Rauber) gets pashy for Tina (Dor- 
athe Burgess), one of the models. 
But the slow-talking, faster-thinking 
young inn-owner (Donald Cook) 
spills the beans all around, gumming 
the gangster’s plans and helping 
' hand them over to the detective. 

Amid all the excitement Tina has 
had quick romantic chats with the 
inn-keeper and Jean (Doris Day), 
her girl-friend model, has fallen for 
the cop. 

Cook handles his rustic 


role with 


'a flourish; Miss Day clicks consist- | 
William 


ently as the blonde nifty; 
| Swetland is standout as the leering, 
ever-suspicious brains of the mob; 
Car! Benton Reid registers as an 
| elderly character around the inn; 
Miss Burgess satisfactory; Tony 
Bickley good as a gentlemanly cop, 
and Damian O'Flynn shows flashes 
of capable trouping as the third 
|; mobster. Rauber handles his hot- 
headed gunman role well. Carpen- 
ter’s dialog is consistently right. Di- 
rection of Walter Hartwig excellent, 
and a bow goes to Johannes Larsen 
for a swell tavern set Fox. 


THE NUTMEG TREE 


is 


Gloucester, Mass., Aug. 24 
n taree act (5 scene vy Mer 
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Smart cutting of this dramatization 


+ 


members of the staff and equipment | 


the burg Jack B. Mills announced | 


some compressing, but otherwise this | 
fast-moving, plausible piece is thor- 





a9 an renee | 





AFA Presses On for Carney Pacts 


AFL Votes Support 


Chicago,. Aug. 30 
After being tied up best part of 
the summer with circuses, American 
Federation of Actors, through its ex- 
ecutive secretary, Ralph Whitehead, 
is pushing its drive pacting carnivals. 
Whitehead and his western repre- 


sentative, Guy Magley, have held 
several meetings with carney own- 





ers. American Federation of Labor, 
the parent body, is said to have 
promised 100% support. This was 
hown to a marked degree several 
\ eeks ago, when the AFL Wisconsin 
Central Labor body barred the non- 
bargaining Barnes-Sells-Floto and 
Ringling shows from Racine and 
Janesville 

On strength of this support White- 
head and Magley sent a letter to 
about 50 leading carnivals, including 
Royal American, Johnny Jones, 
Beckman & Gerety, Hennies Bros 
|Rubin & Cherry Craft, World of 
Mirth, Fairly & Little and _ the 


Honest Cop Sheesley shows. 

Gist of letter is that unless a defi- 
nite date is set by carnival owners 
AFA would appeal to state fair 
boards, chambers of commerce, 
ternal organizations 
auspices, 

Whitehead cppo‘nted Paul Sanders 


fra- 


and general 


|to take charge of organizing carni- 
i|vals. Sanders is setting up head- 
| quarters in the Chicago offices of 
| the AFA. 


Detroit, Aug. 30. 
American Federation of Actors, 
throush Ralph Whitehead, re- 
ported preparing an appeal to Gov- 
|} ernor Murphy and Michigan State 
| Fair officials to ban Hennies Bros. 
| Carnival from future appearance at 
| the fair. Carney was said to have 
refused permission to allow an AFA 
|organizer to contact its employees. 
Hennies, however, denied this and 
|said it was prepared to join the 
| Union, except that it couldn’t come 
| to terms. 
| AFA also mulling appealing to 
acts, like Edgar Bergen, to refuse to 
| play the Detroit date if the carney 
| is allowed on the grounds. May also 
| 


1S 


, call on orchestras and union electri- 

cians to strike in sympathy if White- 
| head decides to use Hennies as test 
| case. 


Kit Kat, N. Y., to Install 


Negro Name Band Policy 


| The Kit Kat Club, New York, is 
| installing colored name pand policy, 
| Starting Sept. 15, under a deal with 
Irving Lazar of the Music Corp. of 
| America, which will book exclusively 
|for the nitery. 

Opening will be Al Cooper’s or- 
chestra, followed Oct. 18 by Jimmie 
Lunceford. Under negotiation is 
Chick Webb’s orchestra. 





| up, waiting for a blizzard to subside | 





novel will 
for 


of a former best-selling 
make it a logical contender 
Broadway, and a couple 7? ‘ifty 
names might swing it into e hit 
groove. However, further condensa- 
tion might annoy playgoers who have 
read the book and anticipate a three- 
dimensional portrayal of every char- 
acter and situation they relished. In 
any case, it’s essentially a woman's 
show, but in rewriting it could be 
twisted enough to add more potcntial 
male interest. 

Peppered with all sorts of juicy 
characters, it’s the sort of comedy 
that offers a number of players op- 
portunities for field days. In this 
strawhat version, which runs about 
30 minutes overtime, most of these 
parts are played to the hilt, satisfy- 
ing a relaxed, somewhat naive care 
riage trade audience. In some ine 
stances, though, they would apnear 
overdone to the theatre-wise, and 
this is partly the fault of the author. 

Mary Sargent romps in full cry as 
a frothy, rather destitute aciress who 
revels in playing lightly with men. 


Violet Besson, too, as her faithful 
,;maid and pbalance-wheel, scores all 
}the way. Leslie Buswell as the so- 


phisticated Sir William, who sees the 
best points in Julia, handles his chay- 


acter with increasing assurance as 
the evening wears on. Anthony Ross, 
Ethe] Morrison, Lilian Truesdale and 
Madeline Barr also acquit themselves 
along with Lydia Fuller, daughter of 
the former Ma governor. 

Whether or not ‘Nutmeg’ b! IS 
forth commercially, its trv auS- 
picious, in that lise 

tinctive wal tneatre 
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BEN 
BERNIE 


and 


ALL THE LADS 


“STRANDED" 


on Broadway 


Weeks August 26th 
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\ARNER BROS.CIRCUT 


MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
STRAND THEATRE BUILDING 
errea e¢ are BROARWAY 


ZONE MANAGER NEW YORK. N. Y., 


August 26th, 1958 


Mr. Ben Bernie 
Strand Theatre 
New York City 


Dear Mr. Bernie: 


It is indeed gratifying to be able to congratulate 
you on the splendid contribution you gave us in 
your opening performance on our new policy of stage 
and screen presentations. 


Your reception at the box office and the spontaneous 
reaction and applause from our patrons prove to us 
that you were the proper choice for our first name 
band. 


May you continue to give such splendid performances 
for a long time, 


Very truly yours, 


UI TRACK | 


Managing Director 
Warner Bros. Metropolitan Theatres 











A grateful bow to HARRY GOURFAIN in charge ef production 


A 


YOWSAH / 


Back on the air for good old 
HALF AND HALF TOBACCO. 
Beginning Sunday, October 2, 
5:30 to 6:00 P.M.,E.S.T.,on CBS 


HEAH! HEAH! 


Just played Eastwood 
Gardens, Detroit, creating 


fou X=) Ab a lere) ae 


also 


Beverly Hills Club 
Newport, Ky. “Ditto’ 


Two weeks of 


one niters... ‘Ditto, ditto’ 
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